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RAMA RAID 





Third Nation-Wide 


Radio Network 


3 Has 39 Stations; Seeks Chain of 80 


A third giant broadcasting sys- 
tem with 39 stations lined up and a 
scheduled network of 80 in prepa- 
ration will start functioning around 
Jan. 1. It is known as the American 
Broadcasting Corp., with Adolph 
Linden, Seattle realtor, rated at 
$40,000,000, as the leading spirit. In 
the east his allies and representa- 
tives are the Allied Broadcasters, 
Inc., of which Eric H. Palmer, Jr., 
former radio editor of the Brooklyn 
Eagle, and George Coates are the 
heads. 

The ABC chain, in competition 
with the NBC and CBS, has nine 
of the most powerful Pacific slope 
stations already under its control. 
Those dot the west coast from Seat- 
tle to Los Angeles, including Spo- 
kane, Portland, Ore.; San Francisco, 
étc. At present these nine stations 
are the west coast hook-up of the 
Columbia Broadcasting System. 

- With Linden and his associates 
organizing their own coast-to-coast 
network, presumably these stations 
will be disassociated from the CBS. 

Palmer and Coates recently signed 
four minor Brooklyn, N. Y., stations, 
including WLTH (Leverich Towers 
Hotel) and WBBC (Brooklyn Broad- 
casting Corp.), as links in the pro- 
posed ABC network. They are 
looking for a key station in New 
York and may combine wave lengths 
and resources of the four Brooklyn 
stations to give them the necessary 
strength in New York for the key 
broadcast central. 

The A. T. & T. meantime has 
Proved a stumbling block for the 
American Broadcasting Corp. in not 
having the “necessary permanent 
facilities” for the land wires on be- 
half of ABC. These are promised 
by the first of the year. A. T. & T., 
of course, has its own pet broad- 
casting hook-up with the NBC sta- 
tions (WEAF and WJZ chains). 

* The American Broadcasting Corp. 
(Continued on page 35) 





Harlem Going West 


Los Angeles, April 9. 

Increasing demand for colored 
talent in pictures has brought a 
number of Harlem figures to the 
Coast, where they have established 
® nucleus for a second Harlem dis- 
trict in Los Angeles’ colored belt. 
A recent call was sent out by Par- 
amount for 50 colored cafe enter- 
tainers for a scene of a Harlem 
night club. In searching for types 
the scout found many ex-Harlem 
night club entertainers who had 
migrated here for the films, 
ens them are Rhoda McNeil, 


adame Sul Te Wan and Inez An- 
derson. 











POSTER PROTEST 
Dubuque, Ia., April 9. 
Protests made by the public 
against the Lucky Strike cigaret 
- ear Showing a girl smoking, has 
“se eniabal in a local billposting 
Ricans 1y petitioning the advertiser 
nge the poster. Result is that 


& strip of colored pa 
per has been 
bPasted across the cigaret. 
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Jones Law Prices 





Booze around New York is 
on the up and up since the 
publicity over the Jones Law 
penalty for prohibition viola- 
tion has given the leggers the 
opportunity to cry more haz- 
zard. 

Liquor handlers for dealers 
apparently consider the penalty 
of five years and $10,000 fine 
worth a tilt of $17 a case for 
Scotch, delivered in Manhattan. 
For rye the extra risk sent the 
wholesale rate up $20. 

Just now it costs dealers $65 
a case for Scotch and $87 for 
rye. Champagne leaped over 
$100 in the upward rush. 

Despite Messrs. Volstead and 
Jones, no one around Times 
Square has complained over 
any shortage in the liquor 
supply. In the sell joints when 
known, it's there too at the old 
rates, per glass or bottle. 


Bootleg “Blue” Records 
Lure to College Boys 


There is almost as big a market 
for bootleg disk records as there is 
for bootlegged books. Numbers of 
risque and smutty records are pro- 
duced for certain small clienteles, 
but numbers of records that are 


recorded and then banned find their 
way into bootleg channels. Scores 
of college boys have all sorts of 
banned records, obtained through 
under cover sources and the college 
demand composes a good part of 
the market. 

Although the smutty records are 
of all description, many have been 
recorded by negro singers. Two of 
this type, originally recorded for a 
large company and then banned, 
have found their way about to a 
great extent. Names of some of the 
records are “The Organ Grinder” 
and “Get Up, Get Off Your Knees.” 


Hollywood's Air Cop 


Los Angeles, April 9. 

Hollywood studios and their talk- 
ing pictures are to have an air 
policeman to guard them against 
the noise oz airplane motors. It 
will be a captive balloon at 400 or 
500 feet, with a 1,000-watt bulb on 
its high.st point for night duty. 
Rule will be that no plane can fly 
lower than 2,500 feet within a certain 
area of the balloon. Arrangement 
has been made by the Association 
of Motion P:cture Producers with 
the Department of Commerce. 

In case of a violation reports will 
be made to the Department which 
will discipline the offender. If the 
offense is repeated more than twice 
the pilot's license will be suspended. 
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UNABLE TO GIST 
ON B'WAY NOW 


Talking Picture Inroads on 
Legit and Musical Com- 
edy Talent Field Being 
Heavily Felt by Stage Pro- 
ducers—Shortage of Stage 
Directors Strong Factor 


Facing Playmakers for 
Next Season 


HOLLYWOOD AS CENTRE 


Broadway and stage producers 
of the class division in either the 
drama or musical comedy may find 
it extremely difficult to cast their 
shows for next season. The pro- 
ducers are acutely feeling the stead- 
ily increasing raid of talking pic- 
tures upon the talent of the stage. 

Not alone is this so in the dra- 


matic field but is becoming a stand- 
out in musical comedy. 

A shortage of stage directors, di- 
verted to pictures, is another 
strong factor facing the stage pro- 
ducers, not alone for next season, 
but for the contemplated summer 
production of musicals in New 
York. 

The higher grade play makers of 
Broadway have been wont to scan 
a selected list of legits, leading 
people and major principals, to cast 
plays. Musical producers also have 
cast within a limited sphere of 
leads, mostly ingenues and juve- 
niles. Inroads made by the talk- 
ers upon these very players for 
the dramatic and musical dialog 
films, and with the number from 
the legit field to be further ex- 
tended in the talking studios, leave 
desperate hope for the legit stage 
to properly display its wares for 
the 60 or more Broadway theatres 
of the $3.50 and $5 scale. 

New York casters of the drama 
relying upon the in-between period 
of pictures to compose their casts 
may be sorely disappointed through 
the contracts issued to legits by 
the picture men. These contracts 
call upon the players to report for 
their next picture upon 30 or 60 
days’ notice. It would impede the 
casting of a play and might dis- 
rupt the legit production, since the 
picture maker with his immense 
production investment could not 
consider the play’s “run” as of 
higher import than his own in- 
terest. 

One recognized New York musical 
producer is already reported to have 
abandoned a musical comedy under 
preparation for a May display, 
through inability to set it. In this 
instance it was the difficulty in 
securing a competent dance stager 
which forced the decision. All of 
the ablest stagers were found to be 
in the talking studios of the coast. 

Another setback to the musicals 
is the large number of songwriters 

(Continued on page 52) 
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Ping Pong Gigolos 


Ping Pong gigolos may soon 
be added attractions at the 
Little Carnegie Playhouse on 
West 57th Street. Recently 
after buying her ticket an 
elderly lady told the manager 
that she didn't care to see the 
screen feature then current at 
the sure seater, but wished 
that an agreeable ping ponger 
might be provided to help her 
while away the afternoon in 
the theatre’s game room. 


R-B Circus Played Two 
Shows Sunday im N. Y. 


Sunday two regular performances 
of the Ringling Circus were given 
at Madison Square Garden for the 
first time. Matinee trade fairly 
good, but the evening house hardly 
held 3,000 persons. 

The Sunday trick was not empha- 
sized, appearing in the advs as spe- 
cial entertainments. There was a 
charity angle, a percentage going 
to the Big Brothers, Catholic or- 
ganization. 

Regular performances are slated 
for next Sunday also, but in view 
of the light attendance are not cer- 
tain. The first of the Sunday cir- 
cus showings in New York came 
during the circus date at Starlight 
Park, Bronx, where patronage was 
light, too, indicating the public 
has not been smartened up to the 
added shows. During the season 
heretofore there have been about 
10 Sunday dates during the Ring- 
ling tour. 

The Ringling show moves on to 
Boston April 21, but does not open 
the nine days there until Thursday 
of that week (April 25), meaning a 
three-day layoff. It will be neces- 
sary to ferry the show across the 
Harlem to Mott Haven, where the 
show cars will be spotted. The 
3oston jump is unusually long for 
the outfit and in addition plenty of 
time is being allowed to ready the 
new Madison Square Garden there, 
to be played for the first time. 

George Smith has been elevated 
to assistant to Superintendent Jim 
Hathaway, Smith taking Fred Wor- 
rall’s place, the latter now being 
with the Sells-Floto show. No other 
staff changes. 

A floor rigging ring snapped just 
as Con Colleano was about to go 
on Sunday night. The girls in the 
statue display piled in and went on 
ahead of Colleano while the ring 
was replaced, 

















Doubles {ts Record 
Nevada, Ia., April 9. 
This town, claiming a record a 
short time ago as the smallest wired 
theater village, has doubled its re- 
cord. Now, both houses, the Palace 
and Circle, are 





}3,000 population. 








sound -equipped. | 
Nevada is a county seat of less than | 
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Liegteld's Lazy Glorified Beauts 
Prefer Phoney Prestige to Position 





“Follies” girls are not what they 
used to be. 

The last few editions of the “Fol- 
lies” have not brought forth any 
new picture stars, prima donnas or 
dramatic actresses. Those remark- 
able “Follies” gals of the past who 
rose to bigger and better things are 
apparently an extinct species, 


What talent there may be amidst 
the more recent batches of girls evi- 
dently lies dormant. And the girls 
are willing to leave it just there. 

It is entirely due to their own at- 
titude that the glorified ones of 
today don’t make something of 
themselves. They are as lovely as 
were their predecessors and this 
seems to be the answer. 

Beauty is enough and they are 
willing to let things go at that. Each 
pretty critter is afflicted with a total 
lack of ambition. They have, as 
show girls, an easy existence and 
are not looking for hard work. Many 
have had film tests, but are not 
eagerly seeking picture jobs. Some 
do not want to leave the east; a 
good many have sweethearts here 
and most of them, from their pam- 
pered position as “Follies” beauties, 
fail to see the advantage in accept- 
ing a small part in pictures, even 
if it is to get a start. 

But things must come to the “Fol- 
lies” beauties these days because 
the poor dears are complacent and 
without initiative. Girls who hang 
around the picture studios as extras 
hoping some day to crash the films 
have a better chance in the long 
run of getting there than a lazy 
Ziegfeld beauty. 

Things have changed since the 
“Follies” days of Billie Dove, Olive 
Thomas, Jacqueline Logan, Marion 
Davies, Dorothy Mackaill and others. 
The glorified beauty glamor had no 
then been ballyhooed to the extent 
that it since has been. 

The Ziegfeld beauties of now feel 
they have a certain prestige and are 
loathe to jeopardize it in an attempt 
to speak lines, while the idea of 
seriously attempting to learn to act 
is foreign to their natures. 

Why some of the gals won't strive 
for something a bit more substan- 

(Continued on page 35) 





Palm-Reading Lunches 


Free fortune telling is a current 
lure in some of the Fifth avenue 
and downtown lunchrooms of 
the department stores. 

While the presence of the typical 
gypsy in colorful garb moving from 
table to table reading palms has 
always been a magnet for the 
women, the men are falling heavy 
for the predictions. 





BROOKS 
COSTUMES 


GOWNS AND UNIFORMS 


1437 BWAY. NY. TEL 5580 PENN. 
29 25,000 COSTUMES TO RENT 
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British Pictures May Profit by 


Playing as Talkers in America; 
Salvage of $25,000,000 Is Problem 


English film stock investors ana | 
epeculators, with approximately 
$25,000,000 tied up in production 


without profitable outlet, stand a 
chance of recovering if plans now 
1 ‘er way by some of the more 
progressive British picture men are 
earried through. 

Profitable distribution may be 
possible in the future on account of 
the box office returns on talking 
pictures. 

England’s picture money to date 
has generally been considered virtu- 
ally lost. British productions, with 
only a limited domestic and Euro- 
pean market, have grossed little 
more than $25,000 over the negative 
cost of the. average, that sum 
swallowed up in distribution charges 
and mostly resulting in a net loss. 

Without the American market it 
is not considered possible for any 
British producer to operate profit- 
ably for long, despite the lower 
costs abroad. British producers be- 
lieve there is now a chance through 
production of English stage plays 
in picture form. ' 

John Maxwell, president of British 
International productions, now in 
New York, is making arrangements 
with Western Eleetrie for equipment 
to be used in talking picture produc- 
tion in England. According to pres- 
ent program outlined Maxwell will 
produce from 15 to 20 talkers, sev- 
eral of these most likely London 
stage successes. 

English producers are proceding 
on the theory that the English 
accent, if acceptable on the stage 
in America, would be satisfactory in 
talking pictures also. Stage shows 
will probably be filmed with entire 
casts intact. 

In talking picture competition 





British producers seem to stand a 
much _stronger chance than in 
silents. Production costs are ap- 
proximately 50 per cent of those in 
America, and in addition no execu- 
tive salaries running much of the 
$1,000 weekly mark are known of. 

Maxwell’s plans for stage shows 
in picture form would give him an 
equal chance with American pro- 
ducers in the American market. 
“Interference” “The Letter” and 
“The Terror’ were all written by 
English dramatists. so that there is 
probably almost as much stage 
material suitable for pictures in En- 
gland as in America. 

If making talking pictures the 
British producers will have practi- 
cally no local competition. Warner 
Brothers and First National do not 
intend to produce talkers abroad, 
through they will probably make 
shorts. Paramount and Fox are 
also unlikely to invest in sound 
studios in England. 


French Film Publisher 
Coming to Study U. S. 


Paris, April 9. 


On the heels of various person- { 


ages of the native picture industry, 
Paul Harle, owner and editor of one 
of the trade publications, is sailing 
for New York on the Paris, to study 
the film situation there. 


Paris Film Bills 


Paris, April 9. 

At the Paramount, beginning 
April 5, “Nouveaux Messieurs,” pic- 
ture over which there was consid- 
erable controversy. 

Gaumont—"“Her Cardboard Lover.” 

Cameo—"“Lilac Time.” 

Max Linder Cinema — “Looping 
the Loop.” 

Electric Palace—“Lonesome.” 


“RHAPSODY” READY 
Los Angeles, April 9. 

After editing and tithing “The 
Hungarian Rhapsody,” Ufa produc- 
tion, directed by Eric Pommer, it 
will be sent to New York by Para- 
mount for synchronization. 

Johnson has it down to 7,300 feet. 





Canadian Classic Broke 


Toronto, April 9. 
Canadian Classic Productions, 
Ltd. (Montreal), one of the many 
budding young production outfits 
here, has been declared bankrupt. 
It’s a tough break for Niles 
Welch. While Welch was playing 
the junior lead in the _ ill-fated 
“Carry On, Sergeant” Canadian 
International), he invested $3,000 in 
Canadian Classic. 


Sapene Repudiates 
Suggestion He's 
“Czar” of France 





Paris, March 30. 

Referring to a suggestion report- 
ed in Variety that Sapene. looked 
upon here as the film leader of the 
country, is in reality the dictator 
and as such intended to inform the 
U. S. picture industry it must buy 
French made pictures or else, Sa- 
pene desires to be quoted as fol- 
lows: 

It has never been my in- 
tention and I never would have 
accepted a mission which would 
lead me to bring forward an ul- 
timatum of any kind to our 
friends of the United States. 

I am always quite frank in 
my acts and besides { have no 
intention for the time being to 
visit the United States; there- 
fore, as far as the points 
are concerned the information 
‘lacked exactness, 

Variety’s article gives to me 
personally an attitude which is 
not the right one, for this very 
reason that I have always been 
a friend of America, and Le 
Matin, which I have the honor 
to manage, has always made its 
utmost in order to establish and 
develop the most cordial and 
affectionate relations between 
the two countries. 

Personally, I have always 
endeavored to maintain the best 
contact with the American 
firms, and I feel quite confident 
that a thoroughly good friendly 
understaning between the 
American and French producers 
will certainly produce in the 
near future agreements which 
will prove their usefulness for 
the two countries, 

The fact of forwarding an 
ultimatum to the American 
Film Industry would have been 
more than an error; it would 
have been an absurdity. Every 
people must feel its freedom 
and be master at home; the 
business relations maintained 
by France with your great 
country can only improve if 
these relations are more and 
more inspired with confidence. 
Marcel Knecht, right hand man to 

Sapene, is in New York on a quiet 
mission of promoting additional 
American tourist trade to France. 
Tourist business has fallen off con- 


siderably, from authentic reports, 
and Knecht is here to fix it noise- 
lessly. 


When called on for an interview 
Knecht denied vehemently that his 
present trip was in any way con- 
cerned with the picture business. 

He will remain in the U. S. A. 
for about two months. 


Paris, April 9. 
Sapene’s Rialto theatre (pictures) 
is being equipped with Tonbild 
(German) wire for sound pictures. 
Joseph Seidelman is here inspect- 





ing the various installations. 

















GEORGIE WOOD 

17 Tring avenue, Ealing Common, 
London, W. 5, England. 

“The News of the World” 
don) says: “Georgie has an amaz- 
ing hit. He makes his audiences 
love him everywhere. His boyhood 
studies are, of course, worid famous, 
but in his new show he proves him- 
self the perfect master of cere- 
monies.” 


HARRY WARNER 
TELLS GERMANS 


Berlin, April 9. 

Harry Warner -has antagonized 
the German film industry with his 
speech on talking pictures in which 
he revealed Warners would invade 
the German market by building 
studios here and investing heavily 
in German language pictures. 

Claiming that he had but an al- 
truistic purpose, and that his com- 
pany will reinvest its profits here, 
the Warner head attacked German 
sound patent holders as standing in 
the way and as the “dog in the 
manger.” Warner’s idea is that the 
German sound péople are trying to 
make big profits quickly and that 
they will kill dialog pictures here 
by imperfect product. 

Tobis-Klangfilm Syndicate con- 
tends the Warners cannot produce 
or project here without a license 
from it, but indicate that a business 
arrangement is possible. 


Phonofilm Wiring Italian 
Theatres—Gov't’s Idea 


(Lon- 




















GEORGE FOSTER 


$2 Shaftesbury Avenue 
London, "We. I. 





FOSTERS AGENCY 


(Established 40 Years) 
STILL THE LARGEST IN EUROPE 


Recent Bookings Inclede ‘Charles Ahearn 
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HARRY FOSTER 


Cabies: Confirmation, London 
Phone Gerrard 8818 





London, April 9. 
Schlessinger’s Phonofilm (DeFor- 
est) has a contract with Ente In- 
ternationale of Italy to wire theatres 
and produce talking pictures there. 
It’s a government idea to revive 
the Italian film. business. 


Berlin Votes Vocal Lessons 
By Sound Films Successful 


Berlin, April 9. 

“Teaching” films, using dialog, 
have been inaugurated with success 
at the State Musical Conservatory. 
Tobis Company made the talkers, 
using lectwres and. demonstrations 
by various German teachers. 

Closeups illustrated the whole 
action of tongue, palate and throat 
in singing. Idea is to be carried 
even further with x-ray photogra- 
phy to get the entire breathing or- 
ganism while sound reproduction is 
synchronized with it. 


Spain’s Quota Gag 


Paris, April 9. 

With film quotas in Europe giv- 
ing the American trade plenty of 
headaches, relief comes from 
Spain. 

Madrid solemnly announces that 
the Government will continue its 
pourparlers on its quota proposals. 
Of course Spain hasn't any picture 
industry nor any hope of building 
one, but business is business and 
so is tariff revenue. 





Suicide Failure 


Paris, April 9. 
Vienna report states that Ger- 
trude Alquist, called Greta Graal, 
Swedish film actress, attempted sui- 
side because of unrequited love. 
She is recovering in a sanatorium. 





Moreno Abroad 
Paris, April 9. 
Antenio Moreno arrived on the Ile 
de: France; and proceeded wihout 

















Afifa’s Special Fund 


Berlin, April 9. 

Afifa, one of the few German film 
companies that did business during 
1928, has decided to pass its an- 
nual dividend of six per cent. 

Money will be used to create a 
special fund to reorganize the com- 
pany for production of sound pic- 
tures. Afifa makes a moderate- 
priced feature which turns a good 
profit in Central Europe. 


W.E. Wiring Stoll’s 
In Eng’d Well Set in 
Sound Situation 


London, April 9. 

Sound situation here is now 
shaping up with Western Electric 
well set. This company is wiring 
the Stoll circuit with the exception 
of a few small provincial houses. 
Scottish Cinema and Variety Cir- 
cuit, owning about 13 houses, is 
also wiring with W. E. at a cost of 
$325,000. 

It is understood that both the 
Alhambra and Coliseum, Stoll 
vaude houses, are set for Sunday 








sound pictures starting in June. 
These and the _ Stoll suburban 
houses will continue to play 


vaudeville on week days, plus talk- 
ing shorts on the bill, and will skip 
over the vaudeless Sundays by 
running on the Sabbath as picture 
theatres, 

Stoll’s picture house opens with 
sound the end of May, probably 
with “In Old Arizona” (Fox). 
Angle on the Stoll move is that 
the West End American owned 
wired houses have been cleaning 
up on Sundays and hurting the 
other theatres during the week. 
Legit and vaude managers are 
agitating for Sunday opening but 
there is little chance that the Lord 
Chamberlain will concede to such 
a move. 

Sunday films are legal here, thus 
Stoll’s switch gives him an out 
with only the Coliseum or Alham- 
bra subject to national Sunday 
League concerts which do _ not 
-draw as formerly. 


Catholics Now Approve 


Washington, April 9. 

Second international Catholic 
film congress is scheduled to open 
in Munich in the latter part of May, 
reports George Canty to the De- 
partment of Commerce. 

Canty adds that reports have it 
the attitude of Catholic bodies ex- 
pressed during first congress, that 
of disapproval of the films, had 
switched to one of approval. 





Revolutionary Process 


In German Sound? 


Berlin, April 9. 
German ‘ sound film’ invention 
bought by Blattner, of London, and 
called Stille, looks revolutionary. 
Sound is registered on a steel 
band instead of film, retains its 
original perception of tone indefin- 
itely and required no developing, as 
sound is transmitted direct to the 
positive record. 


Germany’s Television 


Washington, April 9. 
Germany now has a television 
apparatus attachable to a radio 
set, much as is loud _ speaker. 
George Canty cables the Depart- 
ment of Commerce that the plan 
behind new invention is to com- 
mercialize the showing of pictures 

over long-distance transmission. 
Tests, says Canty, have proven 
successful. German Government, 


through the post office department, 
i ‘reported to be interested and 





stop over to Spain. oy Laon 





American Producers Call Off 
French Trade Shows; Embassy 
Takes Quota Fight to Cabinet 


—2 


Paris, April 9. 

American film distributors have at 
last consolidated into a _ united 
front against the French producers’ 
attempt to exclude American prod- 
uct from the French market and 
have refused all further trade 
Showings, until the new quota reg- 


government. bins 

The ostensible ground of the move 
is that the American trade does 
not know how many pictures it will 
be able to sell here and won't know 
until the new conditions are de- 
clared. Further, they contend that 
if the number of American sub- 
jects admissible is much further 
reduced, rentals will have to be 
marked up considerably. 

U. A. Writes Off $1,500 

It is learned that United Artists 
had planned five trade showings 
this week at a cost of: $1,500, but 
decided to let the monéy go by 
the board in order to demonstrate 
to the French authorities that the 
present quota proposals of 20 per 
cent free and three-to-one visa sys- 
tem is an absolute bar to Amer- 
icans doing business in this '‘terri- 
torr. 
_ Paramount, which also had a 
number of previews ready, has 
likewise cancelled them in order 


weight to the organized protest. 
Salesmen of all the active com- 
panies have been called in and are 
idly sitting around headquarters 
awaiting the outcome. 
Embassy Takes Action 
A ray of hope meanwhile comes: 
from the American Embassy. Mace! 
lean and Canty, commercial 
taches, are going to meet Fran- 
eoise Poncet, Under-Secretary ‘of 
(Continued on page 6) Len 





London, April 9. 
British International, Gainsbor- 
ough, and British Instructional, are 
now ready to produce talking pic- 
tures. 
Gainsborough will 
silent films altogether. 


One Sound House 


Los Angeles, April 9. 

Hawaii, 1,000 seat vaudfilm house 
operated by the Consolidated 
Amusement Co., in Hawaii, is now 
being wired with RCA equipment. 

It will be the only house on the 
Hawaiian Islands to run _ sound 
pictures, 


Filmophone’s Tie-up With 
Pabst Directing Specials 


Berlin, March 30. 
Hom Film has sold its entire 
year’s program to the International 
Cinematograph Corp., in London, @ 
subsidiary company of Filmophone, 
Ltd. 

Contract provides for a joint pro- 
duction in the following form: In- 
ternational Cine has the right to 
pass upon the scenarios and to 
select English casts and an assist- 
ant director for every picture. 
Filmophone sound system will be 
used for dialog and sound. 


produce two English films which 
the Hom-Film will distribute. For 
each of these pictures the Home; 
Film can select continental 
erg. 

G. W. Pabst will be in charge of 
production and will personally di- 
rect the specials. 





Fritzsche Resigns 


Berlin, March 30. 

Liquidation of the Phoebus Pice 
ture Company has finally beem 
completed under the supervision Of; 
K. J. Fritzsche. 

This company’s subsidizing bY 
the government last year was the 
big scandal of the industry, for 
when they went bankrupt the mile 
lions which were sunk seemed ir 


reparably lost and the govern- 
mental propaganda films were 
never cranked. Fritzsche’s ene 


getic activity made it possible t 
save the investors at least a part 
of their capital. 

Fritzsche is now resigning, tak- 
ing the leading position in a newly 
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Budapest Divided on “Interlude”; 
Town Demands and Gets New Plot 





Budapest, March 25. 

“Strange Interlude” has raised a 
storm of comment, pro and con. 
Performance at the Vigszinhaz was 
excellent, Frida Gombaszogi unan- 
fmously praised in the very exact- 
ing part of Nina. A new actor made 
his mark for good in that of Dar- 
roll; his name is Vertes. Produc- 
tion was rather dry and uninterest- 
ing. Some reviews said this was 
“The Play,” that all Europe could 
go to America to learn how to 
write plays, that it was Life Itself 
and the highest peak of dramatic 
accomplishment. Others, again, 
protested that it was technically 
primitive, exceedingly dull and tir- 
ing and childishly naive as an ex- 
periment in amateur Freudism. A 
new device for lighting up the play- 
ers’ skulls during the thinking- 
aloud stunt excited equally diver- 
gent opinions. The result is a great 
interest in the play and capacity 
houses. 


History of American plays in 
Hungary this season is: 

“Trial of Mary Dugan,” Vigs- 
ginhaz; big success. 

“Jazz Singer,” Magyar Sz.; total 
failure. 

“Royal Family,” Vigszinhaz; 
ditto. 

“Bachelor Father,” Magyar Sz.; 
success. 


“Strange Interlude,” Vigszinhaz,; 
big success. 

Of course, business has been so 
bad here during the season that 
fifty performances is considered a 
big success. “Mary Dugan” has 
gone beyond the number and is 
still doing well. Exceptions are 
three plays by Hungarian authors: 
“The General,” by Zilahy; “I Can't 
Live Without Music,” by Moricz, 
and a patriotic play by Foldes, 
“Fires in. the Night.” These are 
the, outstanding hits of the season. 

Public and the authors complain 
that the theatres are conserva- 
tive and won’t produce any new 
kind of play. Managers complain 
that the public is conservative and 
won't accept anything tetter than 
what it is accustomed to, and that 
authors don’t submit the sort of 
new strong play that they pretend 
they are writing. 

At last a young author submitted, 
the Uj Szinhaz produced, and the 
public delightfully accepted some- 
thing out of the usual rut. Au- 


thor’s name .is Boros, title of the 


play “Blind Window.” The plot is 
laid in a jail from first to last. 
Convict tries to dig his way out 
of his cell, but misses the direction 
and instead of getting out arrives 
in the cell of a woman convict who 


is condemned to death. A romance 
ensues. When the woman is to be 


executed it is discovered that she 


is to become a mother, wherefore 


the sentence cannot be carried out. 


Boros has contrived to discover 


even humorous sides to life in jail. 
Dialogue is brilliant, types very 
human, and in spite of many fail- 
ings in construction, audience is de- 
lighted to get something different. 





Annual Swedish Revue 
' London, April 9. 
Rolf's annual Swedish revue 
opens April 15 at Goeteburg and 
thet. goes to Stockholm May 1 for 
a run. 


Roth and Shay will be featured. 
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Bill Morris Travels 
In Trick Wardrobe 


Paris, April 9. 
Bill Morris Jr. arrived on the Ile 
de France, finishing the trip he be- 
gan unexpectedly when he went to 
wish Henry Lartigue bon voyage in 
New York. 

It was a hectic voyage. There 
wasn't a soul on the passenger list 
who matched Bill in size of anything 
except shoe laces. He was Sar- 
torially flat until they assembled 
things from every direction. A chief 
steward contributed a dinner coat 
and a pair of trousers. Jack Con- 
nolly came through with a pair of 
shoes, and Lartigue unearthed a 
quantity of haberdashery that he 
was bringing over for Harry Pilcer. 
Shoes were important, because some 
practical joker stole Bill's own 
brogues when he left them outside 
his stateroom door. 

When he reached Paris he requt- 
sitioned a native tailor and got him- 
self standard equipment. 

Morris is remaining here a fort- 
night and then goes to London, 


London Closings 


London, April 9. 
closings listed for 
End within the near 











Quite a few 
the West 
future. 
“Afraid of the Dark,” the Amer- 
ican crook play, has already gone. 
It stayed but five days. Among 
the others listed to go shortly is 
“Circle of Chalk” from the New. 
“Man in Dress Clothes” (revival), 
leaves the Lyceum, and is apt to 
be replaced by Russell Janney’s 
“White Eagle.” “Many Waters” quits 
the Ambassador's April 20, after 
nine months, and is to be followed 
by “Rope,” psychological thriller, 
starring Ernest Milton. 








“Duel of Love” Liked 





Berlin, April’ 9. 

“Duel of Love,” light Hungarian 
comedy by Lili Hatvany, was fairly 
received at the Tribue theatre. 

Story is of a vamp who vindic- 
tively goes after Don Juan, falls, 
and when she presents him with 
a child he, in turn, succumbs, 

Performance is a personal triumph 
for Leo Poldine and Konstantine in 
the lead roles. 


Trapeze Girl Faiis 
Paris, April 9. 

Barbette, trapeze artiste, fell 
while performing at the Moulin 
Rouge Sunday night. 

Curtain was lowered, but she was 
able to appear before the tabs to 
tranquilize the audience. 


CHARLOT’S CLUB OPENS 
London, April 9. 

Andre Charlot’s new cabaret at 
the Hotel Splendide opened the 
middle of last week giving two 
complete night shows. Premiere 
performance played to capacity, 
since which business hasn't been 
too hot. 

Americans appearing on this floor 
include Mary Charles, Sam Barton 
and the Selbys. 





HARRY DAY RETIRING 


London, April 9. 
After 17 years as a producer of 
road shows and agent, Harry Day 
is definitely retiring from show 
business. 
Day has set the date for his for- 
mal withdrawal as during July. 





“HOLD EVERYTHING” SOON 


London, April 9. 
Clayton and ‘Waller’s version of 
“Hold Everything” will succeed 
“Virginia” at the Palace next 
month. Latter show is due to close 
the end of April. 
Same firm also has the 
rights to “Follow Thru.” 


English 





Tax Income Increase 
Paris, April 1. 

During 1928 the entertainment tax 
on admissions to all places of 
amusement in France reached the 
record of 120,140,000 fra. 

Total was 113,961,348 the previous 
year. 








WILL MAHONEY 


Archie Bell in the Cleveland 
“News” said: “If you want to see 
tap dancing as it can be performed, 
see Will Mahoney. If you want 
genuine travesty, listen to him. If 
you want downright, good, old-fash- 
ioned and raree*burlesque, give this 
Mister Mahoney the chance to en- 
tertain you. He will not disappoint.” 


Direction 
RALPH G. FARNUM 
1560 Broadway 


FIGURE HOUSE PRESTIGE 
WILL CARRY ‘NEW MOON’ 


London, April 9. 

Three openings last week, two 
of which have every chance of get- 
ting somewhere. 

Biggest of the trio is “New 
Moon” with a beautiful produc- 
tion at the Drury Lane. It marks 
a personal high point for Evelyn 
Laye with Gene Gerrard making 
the most of poor material. Oper- 
etta has a splendid chorus but the 
newspapers gave the show guarded 
criticism, mostly stating that the 
music was not outstanding and 
was reminiscent. Press admits, 
however, that it will probably en- 
joy the usual Drury Lane success. 
Lynne Overman and “The Little 
Accident” at the Apollo, appear 
doubtful because of the theme be- 
ing unsuited to British audiences. 
It hag a skeptical appeal for this 
side despite that the opening per- 
formance marked a popular recep- 
tion for Overman, 

Second promising entry is “The 
Stag” at the Globe. This work, by 
Beverly Nichols, is well acted and 
was as well received. It figures to 
have an excellent chance. 


Spring Tourists Now 
About 257 Ahead of ’28 


London, April 9. 

American tourist invasion of Eu- 
rope set a record last summer, but 
the spring influx of visitors is al- 
ready 25 per cent. ahead of '28. 
Hotel rates both here and on the 
Continent have materially increased 
and accommodations are scarce. 

British government, the railway 
and steamship companies, hotels 
and others have already subscribed 
$100,000 to publicize the “Come to 
Britain” movement. This is being 
circularized and advertised in the 


States. 
Weather 


London, April 9. 

Cold the past week with busi- 
ness very big Easter Monday but 
slumping immediately thereafter. 
Everything is affected including the 
recognized hits. 

Too early to definitely tab which 
of the new crop will stick, but 
indications are that few will make 
the grade 























Paris, April 9. 

Weather here bright and sunny, 
with crisp, cold evenings. Summer 
time begins April 21, a week before 
New York's change to daylight sav- 
ing. 

Parisian season is on in full 
swing. Horse racing started at 
Longchamps last Sunday to an en- 
ormous crowd. Town its full of vis- 
itors, with best rooms at fashion- 
able hotels commanding a premium. 





Washington, April 9. 
The Weather Bureau furnishes 
Variety with the following for the 
week beginning tomorrow: 
Showers and rather cool Wednes- 
day and Thursday, with rising tem- 
perature at the end of week. 





Scala’s Fire 
Paris, April 9. 
Scala theatre, at Ostend, Bel- 
rium, was partly destroyed by fire 
Sunday morning. Damage waa ex- 





| tensive. 


MAX GETS AIR 
Bavarian Minister Figures Rein- 
hardt’s $25,000 and System the Bunk 
Berlin, April 9. 


Max Reinhardt's personal bit for 
directing several productions dur- 











ing the summer at Munich is too 
much, according to the Bavarian 
Minister of Education, who has can- | 
celled Max. 

Producer was to receive $25,000 | 


and refused to be present at all re- 
hearsals, leaving, as is his habit, 
an assistant to do most of the work. 
Bavarian Minister thought this ar- 
rangement was the bunk. 





Avon 4 Draw Reception 
After 16 Years’ Absence 


London, April 9. 

After being away 16 years Joe 
Smith and Charles Dale, with their 
Avon Comedy Four, walked onto the 
Palladium (vaudeville) stage yes- 
terday (Monday) to a _ reception. 
Boys are doing their “Hungarian 
Rhapsody” and scored sensation- 
ally. Although unknown to a ma- 
jority in the house world-of-mouth 
is spreading fast on the act. Their 
last appearance here was on an all- 
American bill at the Finsbury Park. 

At the Alhambra (vaudeville) 
another quartet, Empire Comedy 
Four, opened yesterday, but are do- 
ing an antiquated act. 

Hanlon Brothers are also making 
their return this -week, after sev- 
eral years away. They’re at the 
Coliseum (vaudeville) and scored 
neatly. 

Having spent several weeks in 
the provinces to whip his act into 
shape, Jerry Blanchard came into 
the Holborn Empire yesterday to 
a warm reception. 

American acts due in town this 
summer include Dirkson and Cas- 
sidy, Ross Wyse, Jr., Four Pepper 
Shakers, Eddie Stanley Co., Roye 
and Maye Trio, Lloyd and Bryce, 
Exposition Jubilee Four, Jack Han- 
ley, Walter Wahl, Ethel Waters, 
York and King, Norman Phillips, 
Jr., and company. 





Vaude Satisfactory 


Paris, April 9. 

Vaudeville has proven a satis- 
factory attraction at the Moulin 
Rouge on its introduction for a 
short season between revues. Bill 
opening April 5 comprises Barbette, 
Joe Jackson, Flofence and Grip, 
Nina Payne and De Biere, conjuror. 
New bill at the Empire has Tracy 
and Hay, dancers; DeMazzei, Italian 
tenor; Jovers, eccentrics; Max Wall, 
English eccentric dancer. Show well 
liked, 

The Ingenues, girl band, after a 
month at the Empire, has been 
booked for a 10-week stay at the 
Florida, local cabaret. 


Lambert Leaves Bill 


London, April 9. 
Proving unsuitable to the Palla- 
dium (vaudeville) management, 
Eddie Lambert left the bill early 
last week. 

House decided to buy off Lam- 
bert’s contract with General The- 
atres Corp. for a further three 
weeks. 


Walther Is Out 


Berlin, April 9. 

Unexpectedly Bruno Walther has 
not been retained a director of the 
Municipal Opera, 

Although not officially admitted 
Furtwaengler, conductor of the 
Philharmonic Orchestra, takes Wal- 
ther’s place. 


SAILINGS 


April 20 (New York to London) 
Clive Brook (Majestic). 

April 20 (New York to Paris) 
Arthur Loew, Harry Portman, Dave 
Blum (Ile de France). 

April 17 (Paris to New York), 
Camille Wyn (Paris). 

April 13 (New York to London), 
Gilbert Miller (Majestic). 

April 13 (London to New York) 
Mary Green (Berengaria). 

April 10 (New York to London) 
M. H. Aylesworth (Olympic). 

April 9 (London to New York) 
Frank Mandel (Majestic). 

April 6 (Paris to New York) A. H. 
Woods, Martin Beck (Aquitania). 

April 6 (New York to London) 
Dhimah (Minnehkada). 

April 6 (New York to London): 
Victor Varconil (Olympic). 

April 5 (London to South Africa), 
Marie Blanche, George Robey 





a F 


GRISLY THEM 


OF PARIS PLAY 


Paris, 
“L'Ennemile” (“The 
comedy by A. P. 
Theatre Antoine, deals in ghostly 
fashion with a heartless woman. 
Scene is set in a graveyard at night 
where three men rise from their 
graves, all being the victims of the 
same woman who brought them to 
their deaths, 
Thereafter there is a series of 
tableaux, telling the story of how 


April 9. 
Enemy”), 
Antoine, at the 


each met his doom. Woman's youth- 
ful sweetheart died because she jilt- 
ed him to marry wealth. The hus- 


band died of apoplexy brought on 
by a life made unbearable by his 
wife and the third victim, her lover, 
was driven to the refuge of the 
grave by the woman's unsatiable 
demands. 
The last act has the widow visit- 
ing the graves and decorating them 
with flowers while her callous mod- 
ern daughter leoks on cynically. 
Piece seems to have attracted some 
measure of attention but promises 
little in the way of long run. In 
the cast are Andre Berley, revealed 
anew as a remarkable actor; Mme, 
Sylvie who, does splendidly, and 
Andre Liuguet. 

“Le Rolls Royce” 
“The Rolls Royce” (title symbol- 
izing luxury) made a good im pres- 
(Continued on page 48) 


IMPORTS PARIS CAST 


Standish O'Neill plans to bring 
to New York the original French 
cast of Sascha Guitry’s “Desiree,” 
now playing in France after many 
weeks in Paris. 

This is a seven player cast; the 
show being best termed a “fash- 
ionable French comedy.” 

O’Neill may arrange for “De- 
siree” to show here early in spring 
or later in the fall. The company 


first play either in French or Eng- 
lish, 








“GESTURE” FOR PARIS 


Paris, April 9. 

A. H. Woods has given an option 
on “Shanghai Gesture” to Wyn, who 
proposes to present it at the Apolle 
next season. 

He has tentatively designated 
Jane Marnac for the role played in 
the States by Florence Reed. Miss 
Marnac meanwhile has bowed out 
of the Casino revue and has sailed 


for America with her husband, 
Keith Trevor. 





CARLTON’S CABARET 


London, April 9%, 

Cabaret at the Hotel Carlton 
opened last night (Monday) with 
capacity at both the dinner and 
supper shows. Programs will be 
changed monthly, 

Artists currently appearing are 
Leslie Hutchinson, colored pianist, 
and Tina and Ghirady, Italian dan- 
cers. 





CHARELL’S B’WAY VISIT 


Erik Charell, billed as the “Fle 
Zeigfeld of Berlin,” is scheduled to 
look over the New York situation in 
May. 

His first American frip since 1923. 
He is noted for having imported 
Tiller girls and Paul Whiteman in- 
to Germany. 


PARIS CHINESE FLOOR SHOW 

The Ambassadeurs in Paris will 
go orinetal shortly with 12 Chinese 
girls and 8 Chinese boys leaving the 
States to appear in’ a production 
staged by Bunny Weldon. 


MARY LEIGH WEDS TITLE 


London, April 9. 
Mary Leigh, musical comedy 
star, was secretly married to Sir 
William Gray, wealthy ship build- 
er, yesterday (Monday). 


Lyman’s Sundays 
“London, April 9. 

Abe Lyman and his band are 
back at the Kit Cat, the return be- 
ing signalized as a gala night. 

Orchestra will hereafter play 
Sundays at the Hotel Bray which 
is controlled by the same concern, 
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De Forest-Fox and 


W. E-Pacent Cos. 


Ready For Summer Patent War 





vv 


Talker patent war, threatening 
since the advent of sound, has ma- 
terialized. Before the end of sum- 


mer cumbersome legal moves will 
have materialized and threats will 
have been executed. Exhibitors, as 
well as producers, will be made to 
feel decisions, acquired quickly 
through surprise evidence providing 
legal machinery with impetus which 
ordinarily would require several 
years. 

DeForest’s action against Fox- 
Case will be the first to get into 


the fray. It is actually set for trial 
before the end of May, when the 
plaintiff, after a year of post- 


ponements on the calender, will seek 
to adjudicate the patents which he 
alleges the defendant is infringing 
upon. Such an adjudication will 
mean immediate application for an 
injunction to restrain the Movie- 
tone use of the patents named. And 
Western Electric is a Fox-Case 
licensee. 

At the DeForest headquarters the 


sudden change of attitude of pro- 


ducers in regard to the disk system 
is seen as the first grasp for a 
safety valve in the talker field 
should the suit next month, which 
is not expected to take over a week 
in the reading into the record, of 
technical information and descrip- 
tions, be decided in the inventor's 
favor. 

W. E. is maintaining a calm 
demeanor, referring all questions 
about: the DeForest case to Cort- 
landt Smith at Fox-Case and inti- 
mating that even if the patents in 
question are ruled an infringement 
it would in no way interfere with 
the electric’s new sound on film 
set-up. 

W. E. and Pacent 


Not before the end of May is 
Western Electric’s action against 
Pacent expected to materialize. In 
its case, however, W. E. is ahead of 
DeForest in that the Losenstein 
patent, one of the nine Pacent is 
charged with infringing upon in his 
reproducer, is claimed to have been 
previously adjudicated. This con- 
dition is said to automatically elimi- 
nate considerable red tape DeForest 
has to undergo in that it meets with 
the court precedent concerning pat- 
ents that an adjudication must be 
obtained before an injunction is 
open to consideration. 

It was because of lack of such 
patent adjudication that DeForest 
was refused an injunction in Can- 
ada and also why his pending suit 
here is first for the ruling on the 
status of the patents in question. 

Of concern to exhibitors is a 
clause in the W. E. contract con- 
stituting manufacturers, users, and 
sellers of any talker equipment 
containing patents infringing on 
W. E.’s device, to be individually 
liable for damages and restitution. 
Western is now considering apply- 
ing the power vesied in this clause 
to a theatre with a Pacent installa- 

tion which has been running product 
sounded by one of the big electric’s 
franchise holders. That such a 
test case will be made before the 
injunction proceedings against the 
manufacturer is regarded highly 
improbable. That the move is most 
probable, however, is declared in the 
electric’'s headquarters. 
Pacent’s Final Clause 


In the event of the success of 
such an action against an exhibitor 
Pacent is liable to the exhibitor only 
for $2,500, the amount of the pur- 
chase price. This stipulation is 
carefully made in the final clause 
in Pacent’s contract. 

Denial that Western’s complaint 
caused this independent to change 
his finance plan on sales was made 
at the Pacent headquarters. Where 
complete payment, until the past 
week, has been required by Pacent 
before the installation of his ma- 
chine, the new system of 25 per 
cent. down and the remainder within 
10 months ‘s credited solely to a 
confidence of being established in 
the talker field. 

Move is also seen as one to instill 
confidence in prospective pur- 
chasers. A part payment basis 
would make Pacent liable for dam- 
ages even in excess of the value of 
the machine, since the manufacturer 
would be the legal owner until the 
last payment was made. 

A tendency to still regard the 
pending litigation as a gesture 
exists. Papers in all, however, 
have been served and dates for 
trials are set. 

DeForest’s disk method is wholly 
individual from the one which the 
inventor attempted to market sev~ 
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“It”? Grows Stale 


Los Angeles, April 9. 
With the “It” trade mark 
wearing out its usefulness for 
Clara Bow, Paramount press 
agents are trying to coin new 
emblems to identify the gal. 
Some of the suggestions that 
have already reached print 
are: “The Brooklyn Bonfire,” 
“Million Candle Power Girl,” 
“God's Gift to Tired Business 
Men” and other hot boxoffice 
titles. 


Banker-Lawyer Added 
To Columbia’s Board 


Adding Attorney Nathan Burkan 
and 8S. S. Goddard, banker, to its di- | 
rectorate, Columbia has finished its 
first stock deal with Wall Street. 
According to Jack Cohn, secretary- 
treasurer, he, Joe Brandt and Harry 
Cohn are in control with 70 per 
cent. of the stock represented in the 
$6,000,000 flotation handled by God- 
dard. 

Sound necessitated the issue of 


25,000 shares of preferred and 100,- 
000 common, Disposition of both 
has already been made with $31 on 
each common and $48 per preferred. 
Expenditures of $500,000 for talker 
equipment and studios, and addi- 
tional money for new properties, are 
partially responsible for the issue. 
The production budget providing 
for the purchase of plays and the 
signing of legit talent doubles the 
$2,000,000 which Jack Cohn states 
the company averaged for its 1928- 
29 schedule. This includes the tak- 
ing over of the Asher-Small unit, 
which formerly produced for First 
National. , 
Columbia’s 1$29-30 list will in- 
clude 26 all-dialogue features. 

The executive line-up remains the 
same. 

Reports, without confirmation, fly 
here and there of Columbia's merg- 
ing. They are now so familiar no 
notice is taken. 


Extra, Now a Mex Gen’l, 
Says It’s Been Tougher 


Los Angeles, April 9. 

Alonzo Gomez, former film extra, 
is now general in charge of rebel 
troops in the Mexican muss. Sam 
Appel, screen player, brings the 
word following a visit to his home 
in Magdalena, Mexico. 

Appel met Gomez who explained 
that as things were not breaking 
right around the studios he looked 
in on the war. He now possesses 
a uniform, supplied without cost, 
food, a horse, and insists the work 
isn’t hard. General has designs on 
ultim«te stardom or at least a berth 
as technical advisor in the event he 
gets back. 


























Another Agent Up 


Los Angeles, April 9. 

Continuing the war against un- 
licensed booking agents, Associated 
Booking Agents of California filed 
complaint with State Labor Com- 
mission against Dorothy LaMarr, 
actress and agent. Miss LaMarr 
is alleged to have booked and per- 
formed in entertainments without 
taking out the required licenses 
and without posting the $2,000 bond. 
Further charges of staging inde- 
cent shows at stag entertainments 
were preferred against her. 

Deputy State Labor Commis- 
sioner Charles F. Lowy deferred 
action pending further investiga- 
tion. 





eral years ago. That was a shaft 
drive generating its force from the 
projection machine, while the one 
turned out by the Schlessinger en- 
gineers is said to be motor driven. 

Dual installations by the DeFor- 
est method, however, will not be 
available to exhibitors within the 
next 45 days, it is said at the home 
office. Price for the dual set is 
placed at $6,500. 





- 





MARY EATON 


In “Cocoanuts” fof Paramount as 
the featured feminine player in this 
100% talking film. 

Signed for the title role in “Glori- 
fying the American Girl” and the 
lead in “Pointed Heels” by Para- 
mount Pictures. 
Booked by M. S&S BENTHAM 
1564 Broadway, New York 








‘Hollywood Be Thy Name 


And in Its Cycles 


By HARRY REICHENBACH 


He was a movie actor, and his 
roommate was also out of work. He 
had renounced a splendid income as 
bookkeeper in a shooting gallery to 
start in films. It was the early days 
of the leapies, when the picture 
was just as likely to be thrown on 
the proscenium arch as the screen, 
and he made good, 

He got the first big part with 
Lubin in “Horse Eating Hay” and 
“Running Water.” His work at- 
tracted the attention of Hollywood. 
Lasky and DeMille had just opened 
the elaborate stable at Sunset and 
Gower that was to eventuate into 
the present Paramount studio. 
They sent for him. One day he got 
a wire which read, “How much will 
you consider for one year with us?’ 
He wired back, “Am leaving on the 
5:30 tonight.” Thus was his mind 
made up. 

The jumpies were just beginning 
to take hold of the public imagina- 
tion. Small town “five-cent-ode- 
ons” and big town “Dimeodeans” 
were doing a land office business. 
Then came in rapid succession 
“Squaw Man,” “Tess of the Storm 
Country,” “The Lamb,” “Birth of a 
Nation” and “Cabiria’” and _ the 
hoppies became movies. 

Movies thrived and progressed. 
Great movie temples and huge cine- 
magogues were built. The Strand 
was the first, the Rivoli, Rialto and 
Capitol followed. Gross. receipts 
jumped from $5,000 a week to $10,- 
000 a day. Then the movies ceased 
to exist and became “motion pic- 
tures.” 

“Sentimental Tommy,” “Covered 
Wagon,” “Peter Pan,” “Hunchback 
of Notre Dame” and “Big Parade” 
happened along. Better people be- 
gan going to better pictures. Re- 
served seats came into vogue. Au- 
tomobiles stopped at film theatre 
doors for something else than to 
change tires. Ushers began salut- 
ing three and four times instead of 
once, Then Paramount broke out 
with the new Paramount, Roxy 
opened up a theatre that seats more 
people than live at Madison, N. J.; 
Needles, Cal.; Shippenberg, Pa., or 
Morris, Ill. Then came four young 
fellows out of the west with a talk- 
ing picture. 

“Along came such splendid films 
as “Merry Co Round,” “North of 
Thirty-Six,”’ “Wanderer of Waste- 
land,” “Sunrise,” “Lonesome,” and 
the motion picture graduated into 
the cinema. It stayed cinema just 
a few months when the four young 
men, named Abe, Harry, Jack and 
Sam, brought forth a talking device 
that made sounds without accent, 
pronounced every letter in the al- 
phabet except S and F. These 
sounded like the actors in the 
sound sequences were hissing the 
silent members of the cast. One 
after another of the Warner pic- 
tures came on, then everyone be- 


came “sound conscious.” The cin- 
ema quit drooling and became 
sound films. Synchronization be- 
came the word of the _ hour, 


“schmoose” became dialog and dia- 
log became uppermost in the pro- 
ducer’s mind and now the cinema 
has graduated into “talkies.” Talk- 
ies they will be for a while. Until 
they stop lisping, quit chafing their 
letters, teach the actors to wait for 











ORGANIZING THE BUSINESS — 


By J. 








Sleepless Actors 





Los Angeles, April 9. 

Demands placed upon those 
few of the leading film play- 
ers who possess favorable re- 
cording voices is becoming so 
great that they are asked to 
work day and night. 

Some of these people will- 
ingly accept two jobs and al- 
ternate between the _ studios 
for days at a time, and never 
see a bed. The little sleep 
they do get is caught on the 


oe between scenes, 
$30,000 in Operations 


Kathleen Myers, screen ingenue, 
is on the mend in New York after 
a year of hardships. Miss Myers, 
‘n her early 20’s, developed a ne°- 
vous twitch followirg a shock to 
her system and has spent $30,000 
on 12 operations, 

DNoctors have been successful ia 
correcting the disorder, described 
as of unique character Miss Myers 
is returning to the screen. 


Court Rules Bushman 
Not Guilty of Contempt 


Baltimore, April 9. 

In an opinion handed down by 
the Court of Appeals at Annapolis 
Francis X. Bushman was declared 
not guilty of contempt of court 
when he refused to pay alimony to 
his former wife, Mrs. Josephine 8S. 
Bushman, Decision reverses the 
opinion of the Chancellor of the 
Circuit Court of Baltimore County 
which overruled the demurrer to 
Mrs. Bushman’s petition. This 
means that the picture actor cannot 
be sent to jail for failure to pay 
alimony. 

In her petition in the Circuit 
Court last December the former 
Mrs. Bushman charged Bushman 
with being $60,000 in arrears in ali- 
mony payments. Mrs. Bushman 
was granted an absolute divorce in 
Baltimore County in 1918. Alimony 
was set at $40,000, to be paid in 
four equal instalments within 20 
months of the decree date and $4,000 
annually for the support of the chil- 
dren was also agreed upon. 


Sound Glands 


“The Great American Train Rob- 
bery,” considered the first feature 
film of any note produced some 25 
years ago, has been taken up for 
release with sound. 

Last week it was offered the Keith 
theatres. It’s short in length with 
the sound stuff understood to be 
mainly of the old prop order. 























VALLEE IN R-K-0 TALKER 


Los Angeles, April 9. 
Joseph I. Schnitzer, president of 
Radio Pictures, upon his arrival 
here stated his company will make 
30 pictures with full sound with 


imusie and dialog. 


Rudy Vallee is to be brought west 
in summer to be featured in one 
of the contemplated super-musicals 
Radio has in mind. 





MASQUERS’ MIDNIGHT 


Los Angeles, April 9. 

Masquers Club, which has been 
holding private revels for the past 
year, will stage a public affair as a 
midnight show, May 25, at the 
Warner theatre, Hollywood. 

Sam Hardy, president of the or- 
ganization, will be in charge. 





Tom Reed’s U Contract 
Tom Reed, dialog writer for Uni- 


versal, has had his contract with 
that company extended for six 
months. 


Reed was responsible for the talk- 
ing sequences in “Show Boat.” 





Joe Kennedy’s Father Seriously Ill 
Boston, April 9. 
The father of Jos, P. Kennedy is 
in a serious condition at his home 
here. Family is with him. 





laughs and poise for applause, they 
will be talkies. 

They will then become “conver- 
sation” pictures later, and soon, if 
posterity wishes to see a silent film, 
the only outlet will be the Museum 
of Natura: or Unnatural History. 
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C. Nugent 
+ 
What is the use of organizing one 
branch of a business in the hope of 
gaining that branch’s rights or 


gaining some advantage over the 
other branches of the business. One 
wheel of a machine is of no use 
without the rest of the machine. 

What is the matter with organige 
ing the whole business? 


Organization, to be effective, must 
start with the most powerful and 
not with the least powerful. The 
top must protect the bottom. As 
long as there is one individual, or 
one individual institution which 
thinks it does not need the others, 
effective organization is impossible. 

As a matter of fact, no one in- 
stitution or individual is independ- 
ent of the others. A lot of money 
would be saved if this were realized, 
Useless and costly strikes, ridicu- 
lous law suits, breaches of contract 
and all the rest of it. 

It is to be expected that visionary 
actors will make such suggestions 
as having three or four plays pre- 
sented daily in the same house to 
“utilize the theatres,” even though 
there is not enough business for 
one company giving one perform- 
ance; actors are usually visionary. 
It is rather more surprising that 
managers think building more the- 
atres will create more paying pub- 
lic, but taking one particular trouble 
it is hard to realize that labor 
unions make impossible demands 
with the idea that there is an un- 
limited public, or unlimited reve- 
nues for anything which may be 
called a “show.” 


“Art” and Business 


Organizing show business as a 
whole refers entirely to the busi- 
ness of shows. The shows them- 
selves may be “art,” or may be 
viewed otherwise sentimentally, but 
buying and selling “art,” entertain- 
ment or rot is just business, and 
should be governed by business 
rules, exactly as banking or rail- 
road business. 

If an actor with a run-of-the-play 
contract is hounded into breaching 
his contract, or if he doesn’t “de- 
liver” there should be a board big 
enough to compel justice to both 
sides. If a picture company fails 
to give credit to the original and 
other authors, a clash between that 
particular company and the authors, 
or the authors’ league should not be 
necessary. If labor demands are un- 
just and illogical, a sufficiently in- 
telligent and powerful board should 
be able to make the heads of labor 
consider the matter with more fair- 
ness and not blindly kill the goose 
which lays the golden egg; if there 
are unjust blacklists, persecutions 
and discriminations the evidence 
should be available to a general and 
incorruptible board with sufficient 
power to enforce final decisions. 

I beg to hold, the trick is to 
organize the entire business and the 
spirit must be based squarely on 
the integrity, justice and intent, 
rather than the unjust letter of con- 
tracts, 

Pretty serious stuff, eh? And, with 
California beckoning, I hate to be 


profound. Well, here is a more 
vagrant fancy about something 
else, which however, apart from 


the above, might eventually have a 
bearing on it. Could there be any 
object lesson in a prohibition play, 
which would involve us simultane- 
ously in a civil and foreign war and 
if so, might some surgical devele 
opment solve it by producing a hu- 
man race without stomachs; and if 
even then the drys and wets might 
be divided so that each party would 
only include one sex, and the wets 
satisfied by having liquor rubbed 
in in the manner of liniment? The 
only objection is the men might be 
made the wets and the other sex 
the rubbers, or vice versa, and who, 
I ask you, wants to be rubbed all 
the time? Silly, isn’t it? 


MISS STANWYCK’S BILLING 


Los Angeles, April 9. 

Barbara Stanwyck, legit ingenue, 
will split billing equally with Rod 
LaRoecque in First National’s “The 
Locked Door,’ to be directed by 
George Fitzmaurice. 

LaRocque will do a novelty as- 
signment as the villain. 


NEILAN DIRECTING INA CLAIR 
Los Angeles, April 9%. 

Marshall Neilan will direct Ina 
Claire in her first talking picture, 
net yet titled, for Pathe. Richard 
Boleslavsky, New York stage direc- 
ior, will direct the dialog. TDatter 
is due here to fulfill contract re- 











cently signed with Pathe. 
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Sid Grauman Turning Producer; 
Chinese Under Publix Operation 





Los Angeles, April 9. 
sid Grauman will dispose of his 
one-third interest in Grauman’s 
Chinese theatre, Hollywood, and 
United Artists will sell 16 per cent. 
of its holdings to give Publix a 
50 per cent. interest. 

Sam Katz has completed details 
for the house to revert to Publix 
for operation beginning May 1. 

Grauman will probably enter the 
picture producing ranks, retiring 
entirely as an exhibitor. 


STAGE FILTH 
RUINED DRAMA, 
SAYS MAYER 


_--——— 


Tells Press Agent Not to 
Misrepresent—Talks 
To Wampas 








Los Angeles, April 9. 

Louis B. Mayer making his first 
appearance before the Wampas 
last night delivered for the benefit 
of the assembled pregs agents the 
attitude of a big league executive 
toward the philosophy of press 
agentry. 

Mayer stated that the day of ex- 
aggeration and misrepresentation 
in publicity is over; that press 
agents whether they like it or not, 


must stick to facts and be fair 
both with the trade and news- 
papers. 

Allusion to the decline of the 


legitimate stage developed Mayer's 
contention that this is due to the 
smut and filth offered by the legit 
Stage itself, and not to talking pic- 
tures opposition. Latter were made 
for general family consumption 
and the stage shows were not. 
Hence the decline of one and the 
popularity of the other, the speak- 
er said, 


Mae West in “Applause”? 

Paramount is 
tiating 
the 


reported nego- 
with Mae West to star in 


talking screen adaptation of 
Beth Brown's. burlesque _ story, 
“Applause.” The lead role calls 
for a faded burlesque queen of 


the olden stripe. 

A recent book by Miss Brown, 
named “Mr. Broadway,” is in prog- 
ress of preliminary dickering for 
picture rights by a couple of the 
large talking producers. 


ARTHUR LOEW SAILING 
Arthur Loew sails abroad for a 
six weeks’ inspection trip of M-G-M 

theatres and exchanges April 20. 
He will be accompanied by Harry 
Portmin, in charge of M-G-M’s for- 
eign houses, and Dave Blum, head 


of the home office foreign publicity 
department. 


WARNERS’ REALTY EXPERT 

Arnold L. Steinfeld has joined the 
Warner Bros. as a realty expert. 

Steinfeld resigned as a_ vice- 
president of the United Cigar Stores 
Co. to align with the picture firm. 


DOWLING’S $11 START 
Eddie Dowling’s picture, “Rain- 
bow Man,” will have an $11 pre- 
miere at the Selwyn, New York. 
It opens April 16 for a $2 top, 
twice daily run thereafter. 





Seeman- Haver This Month 
Billy Seeman and Phyllis Haver 
announce that their marriage will 
be a most quiet affair. It is sched- 
uled for this month in New York, 
although a secret is made of the 
exact date. 
Mayor Walker will preside. Phyl- 
lis says there will be no procession 
‘onMsequently no bridesmaids 
and all that business. 


ane 
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Stalling Talkers 


Hollywood, April 9. 

Jack Warner has found that 
the wear on his nervous sys- 
tem answering questions when 
visiting or dining out is eased 
up considerably through the 
distribution of printed cards. 

According to the tenor of 
the conversationalists, the chief 
of the Warner studios slips 
over the reply. 

One reads: 

“Who is 
you now?” 

Another says in type: 

“Go to our theatre if you 
want to hear people talking 
pictures.” 


double-crossing 











U. A.-Warner Reports 
Show Little Life 


Los Angeles, April 9. 

Little life has resulted from the 
first stories about the possibility of 
a deal between United Artists and 
Warner Brothers. Nothing much ts 
known at this end as to the progress 
of the negotiations. 

The most often heard statement is 
that U. A. must have the 100 per 
cent approval of all of its fran- 
chised stars, with Charlie Chaplin 
mentioned as the most likely hold 
out, if any. 

That Jos. M. Schenck will proceed 
with his intention of placing all of 
the U. A. stars on a general basis, 
as he has stated, in United Artists, 
Consolidated, is believed. That the 
stars will agree on that point, pro- 
vided the necessary amounts ac- 
company the request, is accepted. 

This plan, it is said, would give 
Schenck the sole direction of the 
future of U. A., his objective, pro- 
vided the stars did not demand a 
reservation on the right to merge or 
sell the organization. 








In New York nothing has devel- 
oped for publication in the reported 
U. A.-Warner deal. 


F, N. Musicals 


Los Angeles, April 9. 

Jack Donohue will probably play 
opposite Marilyn Miller when the 
latter comes here to do “Sally” for 
First National in June. Report is 
that Donohue has been signed for 
the role Leon Errol did in the show. 

F. N. originally made this pic- 
ture about four years ago with Col- 
leen Moore, Alfred E. Greene di- 
recting. Greene may be given the 
sound version to handle. If Miss 
Miller does a second picture for 
this company, the chances are it 
will be “Sonny” which she also did 
for Ziegfeld. 

“No, No, Nanette” goes into pro- 
duction by First National with Alice 
White assigned the lead femme role. 
Production is due during the sum- 
mer. 








Plea for Titles 


Providence, April 9. 

Actuated by a belief that picture 
theatres will soon be showing talk- 
ing films exclusively, the Providence 
League for the Hard of Hearing is 
circulating a petition calling upon 
producers to include subtitles so that 
all patrons will be able to follow 
the screen stories. 


BIG BEN TWICE 


Los Angeles, April 9. 


Tones of Big Ben, London’s 
famed clock, soon will be a fa- 
miliar sound on this side of the 
Atlantic. 


Sam Goldwyn imported the sound 


of the clock striking for “Bulldog 
Drummond,” and now Paramount 
is bringing over similar record for 
Richard Dix's “Wheel of Life” 


| MUSIC ‘TRUST’ | 


o 


GONCEDE MENACE 
OF SCREEN MUSIC 


New Blow at American Soci- 
ety of Composers, Authors 
and Publishers as Film 
Makers Accumulate Musi- 
cal Copyrights — Picture 
Men Signing Own Com- 
posers — Music Interests 
Worried—Mammoth Rec- 
ords for Dance Places 





SHOWS VS. ORCHESTRAS? 





The report in Variety a fortnight 
ago that the talkers and picture in- 
terests were now frankly antagonis- 
tic to the American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors and Publishers, and 
opposed to the payment of any 
music tax fees, was as a bombshell 
in the ranks of the A. S. 

At a meeting last week it was 
agreed, however, that the situation 
was not exaggerated. Representative 
songwriters openly declared that 
they had been approached to con- 
tract with the picture companies 
for sound pictures. With music not 
long ago regarded as 50 per cent 
of the picture, its importance to the 
screen has been tilted to even more 
in value. Hence the picture compa- 
nies’ desire to sign up their own 
writers and create a catalog all 
their own for synchronization use. 

That’s what Warner-Witmarks 
are doing, the Warner Bros, taking 
control of all copyrights. However, 
they are the only firm going in for 
that. The others do not insist on 
owning the copyrights, but ulti- 
mately that will come to pass, it is 
believed. 

Another Invasion 


Besides this, the interests of the 
music men are being complicated by 
new mammoth record reproducing 
machines which are replacing or- 
chestras in restaurants, tea rooms, 
chop suey joints, and even in small 
grill rooms and dance halls. This 
practice of playing mechanically re- 
produced music from disks which 
run an hour or more without chang- 
ing has never been legally tested, 
although obviously copyrighted mu- 
sic is thus being performed for a 
profit. 

Furthermore, the new microphonic 
process of recording makes this type 
of mechanical music almost perfect 
in quality, with no complaint from 
the patrons. 

Arthur Hammerstein’s announce- 
ment that his next musical produc- 
tion would dispense with an or- 
chestra and would be synchronized 
from the stage with a mechanically 
recorded score, to be movietone re- 
produced from a film sound track, is 
also regarded as an ominous indica- 
tion by the music interests. 

Mills “In” 

E. C. Mills has gone to the west 
coast to confer with the picture 
people on music and its relationship 
to the screen. 

Mills is trustee for the major 
music publishers in contracts and 
negotiations with the picture men. 
He gets 10 per cent. commission 
for his personal services, deductable 
from all collections. 

The song publishers allied with 
picture interests are out to tie up 
the best writers available. Mini- 
mum guarantees of $25,000 annu- 
ally, plus expenses, are being of- 
fered wholesale with generous roy- 
alties against the sheet music sales. 





WOOD’S MAGAZINE 


Los Angeles, April 9. 

Frank Wood, secretary of the 
Academy of Motion Picture Arts 
and Sciences since its inception, will 
be replaced May 1 with a successor 
not yet chosen. 

Wood will be given another po- 
sition by the Academy to sponsor a 
moving picture magazine which has 
|not proved profitable, it is said. 
Board of directors held a secret 
| meeting last week. 
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Spurns Wire 





San Francisco, April 9. 

Louis Greenfield, who op- 
erates three houses here and 
one in Santa Cruz, is not going 
to wire any of them. Green- 
field says he is not pessimistic 
but simply feels that with 
houses all around him wired 
that enough people will want to 
see silent productions for his 
theatres to thrive. 

Greenfield's local trio are 
among the most profitable in 
the neighborhood section. They 
are the new Mission, Fillmore, 
and the American. 


Split Gilbert and Garbo; 
Place Each in Own Films 


Los Angeles, April 9. 

M-G has definitely decided not to 
co-star Greta Garbo and John Gil- 
bert again. From now on each will 
appear individually as stars. 
Gilbert’s next assignment will be 
“Olympia,” the Franz Molnar play 
now being adapted by Lawrence 
Stallings. 


Pathe Takes Cohan 


Pathe has taken the Cohan thea- 
tre, New York, for “Mother's Boy,” 
opening May 6. Company has the 
house for eight weeks, with options 
extending to the middle of Septem- 
ber. 


Film is an RCA Photophone talk- 
er, headed by Mort Downey, with 
the theatre wired by Western Elec- 
tric, 


Pathe’s sudden tenancy switches 
“Bulldog Drummond" (Goldwyn- 
UA), to the Apollo, on 42nd street, 
where it will bow in on the pre- 
viously scheduled date, May 2. 























Lupe’s Victor Disks 


Pittsburgh, April 9. 
While in town last week at the 
Penn, Lupe Velez announced she 


had signed a contract with the 
Victor company for a series of rec- 
ords which will net her $15,000 in 
addition to a percentage for the 
first year, 

Her voice in “Lady of the Pave- 
ments” was responsible for the 
offer, Miss Velez said, and papers 
were signed prior to her departure 


from New York for here. First 
record is likely to be the main 
song from “Lady of the Pave- 


ments.” 





Loud Ballyhoo 


Los Angeles, April 9. 
Universal is making a trans-con- 
tinental ballyhoo for “Show Boat” 
by mounting a super loud speaker 
on a truck. 


It will stop at all principal cities 
en route to New York and play 
“Show Boat” song hits from phono- 
graph records. Speaker is said to 
be able to send its sound a mile. 





Belasco-Gest-Ulric 


Some time during the summer, 
with no date set, David Belasco and 
Morris Gest are reported leaving for 
the coast to make a talking picture 
starring Lenore Ulric. 

Neither studio, release channel or 
whether it will be a Belasco play is 
mentioned, although the presump- 
tion is that the picture will be made 


Grandeur Film, Triple Size of 
Regular, For Fox “Follies” on B'way 


Los Angeles, April 9. 
Fox will send its “Movietone Fol- 
into the key cities on its 


lies” 


| grandeur film, which is two and a 
{half times as wide as 35 mm. and 
| one and three fourth times as high. 


Film is sterescopic, takes color 
and can be used to fill the entire 
proscenium opening of any theatre 
if desired. Its principal is that it 
offers space for a wider sound track 
which permits a better recording of 
sound. 

Film, of course, necessitates spe- 
cial projection machines and has 
been registered out here on cameras 
especially made by the Fox studios. 
Understanding is that Fox has been 
working on this enlarged film for 
two years and now has it ready. 
Studio spent $1,500,000 in labora- 
tory research last year. 

“Follies” will be generally re- 
leased, outside the keys, on normal 
sized film in color. 

It is reported in New York that 
engineers have already been looking 
over the Gaiety theatre to figure on 
the requirements of a new and 
larger booth. Picture is due for this 
house according to present schedule. 


253 Hours by Air 


Los Angeles, April 9. 
Demands made by the picture in- 
dustry for faster transportation be- 
tween here and New York prompted 
the Western Air Express to estab- 
lish a direct air passenger service 
between these points, with a flying 
schedule of 25% hours for planes 
leaving here at night and 27 hours 
for those leaving in the morning. 
Planes, equipped to carry 12 pas- 
sengers and baggage, will operate 
daily after June 1, 


U Disbands Stock 


Los Angeles, April 9. 
Universal's stock company, con- 
sisting of ingenues only, is being 
ozoned. 

Ten of the chicks were signed 
with options in the last six months, 
All are being dropped. 

Fritzie Fern is the first to get the 
shove. 


5,000 Fox’s, Hollywood 


Los Angeles, April 9. 
Fox has acquired property on 
Hollywood boulevard at Hudson and 
will build a 5,000-seat house. 
Construction due to start in Sep- 
tember. 























> 
Hays’ Four Trips 
Los Angeles, April 9. 

Will Hays surprised the picture 
colony by an April trip this year. 
Hays says that with the large talker 
expansions it will now be necessary 
for him to make four trips instead 
of the two to the Coast each year. 
These are listed for January, April, 
July and October. 

His present visit is for confer- 
ences regarding the general situa- 
tion. 


GIBBONS’ “NAP” NOT SOLD 

Floyd Gibbons, whose “Red Na- 
poleon” is running serially in “Lib- 
erty,” states that ever since Va- 
riety printed Fox has closed with 
him for the movietone rights, he 
is staying indoors for fear of miss- 
ing the mailman with that $140,- 
000 check quoted as the financial 
consideration. 

It so happens, says Gibbons, that 
his script is still in the open mar- 
ket, with several bids entertained, 
l but as yet, nothing officially closed, 








ACADEMY’S SECOND 





Katz-Sarnoff Back 


Sam Katz is expected to return to 
New York from the Sunday, 
14. David Sarnoff is due ] 


coast 


to rene 





New York from abroad Monday, 15 


> | 


Los Angeles, April 9. 
Motion Picture Academy of Arts 
and Sciences will celebrate its sec- 
ond anniversary at a dinner, May 9. 
Bestowal of the Academy awards 

j will alse take place at this time, 
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Flood of Sound Devices Has Coast 
Dizzy, With Sharpers Working O'rtime 





Los Angeles, April 9. 

Syncromaniacs with their pet re- 
cording devices are invading Holly- 
wood in such large numbers that 
the town is In @ state of confusion 
with the presence of so many diver- 
sified theories and inventions. Pic- 
ture boys become so engrossed in 
the inventions that they lose all 
perspective to reason and become 
easy victims to unscrupulous sharp- 
ers, 

Latest hokum recorder to ease 
into the limelight is a device that 
ean be carried in the vest pocket. 
It was originally designed by the 
inventor for under-cover agents 
and prohibition tipsters looking for 
evidence. According to the inventor 
of this handy recorder, there isn’t a 
chance of infringing on any of the 
present patented systems, as he 
started to work on it 38 years ago 
when he was a beach comber and 
lived by the ocean. It was here 
that he concieved the idea of re- 
cording of sea waves by imprinting 
them around on sun cured fibre of 
sea weeds, This, the inventor 
claims, is the basie principal being 
used by all sound systems today. 

Form Waiting Company 

Story of how recording was 
founded touched the hearts of three 
ambitious actors who immediately 
set about to interest influential men 
in Hollywood. They believed it to 
be a life-saver for the independent 
producer who couldn’t afford the 
high license and royalty fees of the 
big electrics. Actors got as far as 
interesting a rea] estate promoter 
who took the inventor under his 


‘personal wing and later sold him 


to a former film promoter who now 
has formed a $20,000,000 corpora- 
tion to develop the device. 

With all the necessary papers 
drawn up to put the device over on 


‘a big scale, the promoters are keep- 
{ng the chairs warm until the stock 


can be sold, or until the big electrics 
will hear of the new device and 
taake overtures to buy them out at 
a fabulous price. Latter is what 
the promoter is waiting for because 
he personally believes the device to 
contain so many infringements that 
once put on the market it will re- 
quire all the capitalization to fight 
the litigations that are bound to 
‘come up if the device is ever used. 


U. S$. TRADE SHOWS 


(Continued from page 2) 


State for Fine Arts who will act 
in ebout the same capacity as did 
Herriot last year. This conference 
will take place when the Commis- 
sion again meets. 

The Embassy experts will present 
a memorandum prepared by Harold 
Smith which outlines in detail the 
argument that quotas and contin- 
gents so far have worked harm to 

all concerned with the exception 
of a favored few. Position will be 
presented that if the plan sug- 
gested by the Chambre Syndicale 
is adopted it will force all Amer- 
icans to abandon further business 
in France. 

The attaches have put a tre- 
mendous amount of work on the 
campaign and the conference be- 
tween the American representatives 
and the French official is the re- 
sult of a formal protest made by 
the Embassy attaches. They were 
able in verbal argument to convince 
Poncet that the film program might 
be a mistake. 

New Proposals Worse Yet 

Thereupon Poncet agreed that if 
the arguments presented to him 
were reduced to writing, they would 
be presented to the French trade 
before any new quota action would 
be taken. 

Now, Variety is reliably informed, 
the Frenchmen will offer an osten- 
sible compromise on the Chambre 
Syndicale suggestion, with a new 
plan calling for four visas for one 
French picture bought by the Amer- 
icans and no films allowed entry 
tree. 

Amerieans say this condition is 
even worse than the Chambre’s con- 
templated program because it would 
necessitate the immediate purchase 








of French pictures before any 
American product could enter 
France. 





Sennett Signs Thelma Hill 
Los Angeles, April 9. 
Mack Sennett has placed Thelma 
Fill under a two years’ contract for 
talking pictures. 





17 Films’ 17 Names 





Rayart Pictures has released 
17 films this season, each with 
a different star. Pictures were 
made by Irene Rich, Viola 
Dana, Shirley Mason, Jacque- 
line Logan, Vera Reynolds, 
Lila Lee, Robert Frazer, 
Helen Foster, Gladys Brock- 
well, Edith Roberts, Gertrude 
Olmstead, Jason Robards, Rex 
Lease, Virginia Brown Faire, 
Mae Busch and Cornelius 
Keefe. 

This is probably a record 
for a variety of names on one 
release schedule. 











Par’s Sticker Tie-up 


Los Angeles, April 9. 
Paramount studio has made an 
exclusive tie-up with Ackerley- 
Langley, Ltd., of Toronto, and the 
Irvin Press Corp., of Buffalo, N, Y., 
whereby these firms agree to cir- 
culate more than 100,000,000 sticker 
portraits of Paramount players 
within a year. This is in addition 
to advertising of the International 
Dry Cleaners Asso, handled by the 
Ackerley-Langley Co., go into more 
than 480 cities in the United States 
and 15 cities in Canada. 

Stickers will be distributed by 
the cleaners belonging to the as- 
sociation while the ads will carry 
the same copy as on stickers, 

It is figured the combined circu- 
lation of both stickers and ad mat- 
ter will give Paramount players a 
greater circulation than the Sateve- 
post for 52 weeks in the year with- 
out cost to the studio other than 
furnishing a negative of each of its 
players. 


That Sonora Deal! 


A deal that has missed consum- 
mation a dozen times during the 
past six months, with the flu and 
absences of one or more of the nec- 
essary parties blamed for postpone- 
ment on each occasion, is again re- 
ported set. This is between Con- 
solidated Bristolphone and Sonora. 

The new signing time is May 1, 
when Percy Deutsch, head of 
Acoustics Products Co., the holding 
company for Sonora, will return 
from abroad. 














Publix Units Closing 





Readjustment of unit bookings in 
the N. Y. offices of Publix resulted 
in a notice going to “Bubbles” to 
close April 19 in Portland Ore. 

Several other units are also ex- 
pected to close by May 1, with 
newer units replacing. 





CLAIRE WINDSOR SLIPS IN 


Claire Windsor slipped into town 
and is at the Barclay after a long 
cruise of southern waters with Capt. 
Wm. Fawcett and wife. Fawcett is 
head of the Fawcett Publications, 
of which Screen Secrets is one of 
the best known. 

Miss Windsor was a guest of the 
captain and -his wife; who sailed 
around Panama, Havana and 
Florida, 





RADIO’S PORTER FILMS? 


Los Angeles, April 9. 

J. Leo Meehan, who made the 
Gene Stratton Porter pictures for 
FBO, is enroute to New York to 
possibly sign with RKO to continue 
to make the Porter pictures. It will 
be via Photophone (RCA) recording 
if there are any signatures. 





CRUZE WANTS MORE SPACE 


Los Angeles, April 9. 
James Cruze, now producing at 
the I, E. Chadwick studios, is nego- 
tiating for space at both the Metro- 
politan and Tec-Art studios. 
Cruze will go into production on 
a number of feature length pictures 
as soon as a deal can be made, 





TRANSFERRING ENGINE 
Los Angeles, April 9. 
Locomotive used in filming rail- 
road scenes at Superior, Wis., for 
“Thunder” (M-G), is being trans- 
ported here for closeup work and 





( 


other added scenes, 





HAL SKELLY 


Creator of the star role in the 


legitimate production of “Bur- 

lesque” is now repeating his ster- 

ling performance for Paramount in 

their 100% talking film of this 

world famous success. 

Booted by M. §. REP T"* AM 
1564 Broadway, New York 





METRO EXPANDING 





Studio Rebuilding Program Getting 
Under Way 





Los Angeles, April 9. 
Carrying out expansion opera- 
tions under consideration and 
planned prior to its absorption by 
Fox, M-G-M immediately begins a 
building program. There will be 
new sound stages and a complete 
four-acre industrial center. Latter 


will be connected by a spur with the 
Pacific Electric main line, 

Stage, glass and steel structure 
will be razed and on its site a 
1,500-seat theatre, used either for 
recording or reproducing, will be 
erected. Stage will be insulated 
and treated with absorptive mate- 
rial. About 20 buildings will be 
razed to make room for the new 
structures. 


Jack Spargo Dies 


John Spargo, 59, for many years 
New York editor of the Exhibitors’ 
Herald, died April 7 of diabetes at 
his home in Freeport, L. I. He is 
survived by his widow and two 
sons, William and Edgar, the former 
advertising manager of the Ameri- 
can Weekly and the latter with 
Underwood, photographers. 

For a time he conducted his own 
photographic studios and prior to 
his newspaper work was associated 
with Famous Players in the adver- 
tising department. 

Services yesterday (Tuesday) 
with interment in Freeport. 











F. N. Recalls Dove 
Film; to Make It Talk 


Los Angeles, April 9. 

Silent version of “Man and the 
Moment,” starring Billie Dove, was 
completed and ready to _ release 
more than two months ago, but 
since Miss: Dove has signed a new 
contract consenting to talk picture 
has been recalled from distribution 
by First National and dialog se- 
quences are being injected. 

In addition to Miss Dove being 
recalled for dialog, supporting 
principals had to be rounded up. 
These also include Rod La Rocque, 
Robert Scahble and Gwen Lee. 
Latter players were engaged by 
other studios, but time was ar- 
ranged for them to appear at the 
F. N. plant. 


Guin 





“MARRIAGE CIRCLE” DELAY 


Los Angeles, April 9. 

First National has called off pro- 
duction of “The Marriage Circle” 
to be remade as a dialog picture 
by Alexander Korda. 

The picture was first made three 
years ago by Ernst Lubitch with 
an all-star cast for Warner Bros. 
It was figured too distinctively to 
make over at this time and its 
dialog remake will be held off for 
another year at least. 





Strayer Directing “Eve” 
Los Angeles, April 9. 
Columbia has signed Frank 
Strayer to direct “The Fall of Eve,” 
an original, to go into production 
with an all-star cast next week. 





It will be an all-talker, 








Warners’ Check-up 


Warners is said to be only 
nine days ahead of exhibitor 
demand on talking shorts, It 
is necessary to maintain a 
constant production average 
for the houses which — have 
been wired for Vitaphone from 
the early days. Nearly 700 
shorts have been made by this 
firm to date. ‘ 

On the feature end Warners 
has made a total of 75 full- 
length Vitaphone pictures since 
“Don Juan” was first released 
Aug. 6, 1926. Of this number 
40 have contained dialog and 
eight have been all talkers. 

Company counts Western 
Electric houses wired, as of 
March 7, at 1,600. Pacent, 
which W. B. services, has 160 
installations to date. 











Myers Warns Indies 
Of Picture Shortage 





Detroit, April 9. 
Abram F. Myers, head of the new 
Allied indie association, told the 


Michigan theatre owners here to- 
day that they should be prepared 
for a picture shortage before the 
year is over. 

Myers bases this opinion on the 
closer merging of the distributors 
and producers and the inroads be- 
ing made into the independent field 
with the purpose of entirely sup- 
planting the indie exhibitor every- 
where. 

“Mergers are fast bringing about 
a degree of concentration,” said 
Myers, “in the production and dis- 
tribution of pictures which has 
seriously curtailed and threatens to 
extinguish competition in those 
branches,” 

He made reference to William 
Fox “as the former ‘independent’ 
and principal beneficiary of an ac- 
tion brought by the government un- 
der the anti-trust law some 18 years 
ago,” but who now had long ceased 
to be anything like an independent. 

Myers claims that his protest to 
the producers of talkers, backed up 
with his appeal to the Department 
of Justice, had resulted in a liberal- 
ized policy that had somewhat 
taken the worry of interchange- 
ability from the indie exhibitor. 

Referring to the recent court case 
to test the legality of the arbitra- 
tion boards and the uniform con- 
tracts Myers told the Michigan 
owners he greatly feared ‘‘the net 
result of the proceedings will be 
to make it more difficult for the 
exhibitors to secure the definite 
modification of the system to which 
they believe themselves entitled.” 

In closing he urged the exhibitors 
to wire their houses for the talkers 
are here and doing business. He 
said the talkers used smaller casts 
and less production costs and urged 
that exhibitors see that some of 
that savings be passed on to them 
and to not let the producers set 
too high a figure because of the 
newness of those same talkers. 





Fred Niblo Sued for 
$160,000; Slander Suit 


Los Angeles, April 9. 

Edward Hayden indicted recent- 
ly for allegedly advising and show- 
ing picture people how to make 
false income tax returns, has filed 
a slander suit against Fred Niblo 
asking $160,500, 

Niblo testified before Federal 
Grand Jury that Hayden had made 
out his income return for 1927. 
Hayden denies, through his attor- 
ney William LaPlante, having any- 
thing to do with drawing up or 
filing that instrument. 





GARSON U’S CASTER 


Los Angeles, April 9. 

Harry Garson, former picture 
producer, has been appointed cast- 
ing director at Universal. He is a 
former husband of Clara Kimball 
Young, and also produced her pic- 
tures. Recently Garson has been 
promoting independent pictures on 
the Coast. He succeeds Victor 
Nordlinger. 





HAYS DECISION IN MAY 


A decision in its favor is looked 
for the week of May 23 by the Hays 
organization, in the recent govern- 
ment quizz on the legality of its 
credit committee and film boards. 

Hays’ outfit will submit a brief 
within a week, both sides having 
been allowed three weeks from the 
end of the trial here, 


CONSOLIDATED WANTS 
BENNETT LAB. CONTROL 


Similar Suits in N. Y. and L. A. 
—Consol. Claims Unful- 
filled Agreement 


—_—- 


Consolidated Film Laboratories, 
represented by M. L. Lavenstein, 
started action yesterday (Tuesday) 
in the New York Superior Cov-+ 
against Alfred Weiss and the Agfa 
Raw Film Laboratories, seeking 
judgment which would force Weiss 
to sell the plaintiffs his controlling 
interest in the Bennett Laborato- 
ries, Los Angeles, according to an 
alleged previous agreement. Simi- 
lar suit has been started in Los An- 
geles against Harry T. James, pres- 
ident and secretary of the Bennett 
Laboratories. 

Consolidated claims to have en- 
tered into an agreement with Weiss 
for his stock in the Bennett Labs., 
Weiss also agreeing to sell the 
stock held by James, which he is 
reported to have had under con- 
trol. Consolidated was to pay Weiss 
approximately $125,000 and James 
about $45,000, 

Plaintiffs now charge that Weiss 
refused to go through with his 
agreement. Defendants claim that 
when Consolidated did not exercise 
its option to buy at the expiration 
of the agreement they were not 
obliged to go through with the deal. 

According to the complaint en- 
tered by Consolidated on examina- 
tion of the books of the Bennett 
Laboratories at the time of the 
agreement with Weiss, it was found 
that certain representations made 
by the latter were not borne out. 
Consolidated then agreed that if 
Weiss corrected certain conditions 
within a stipulated time they would 
make the payments agreed upon. 

It is claimed that Weiss said he 
would do this, but later refused to 
make the required alterations and 
then refused to sell because James 
would not part with his stock. . 

Cc. W. Yates, president of Consoli- 
dated, is now in Los Angeles. . 





Los Angeles, April 9. 

Suit to bring about enforcement 
of the transfer of controlling inter- 
est in Bennett Laboratories to Con- 
solidated Film Laboratories has 
been entered simultaneously in New 
York and in the Los Angeles Su- 
perior Court. Action seeks to com- 
pel Harry T. James of Los Angeles, 
president and secretary of Bennett, 
Alfred Weiss of New York and the 
Agfa Raw Film Laboratories to sell 
to Consolidated stock which they 
hold in the Bennett organization to 
the amount of $170,000. Claim is 
made that the defendants had 
agreed to transfer this majority 
holding in the Consolidated Labora- 
tories, but that when the deal was 
ready to close they refused to go 
ahead with the agreement. 

Court action is a demand that 
James, Weiss and Agfa be directed 
to complete the transaction. New 
York suit was instituted to secure 
jurisdiction of Weiss and Agfa, who 
have their headquarters there, and 
the Los Angeles action because 
James is the operating head of Ben- 
nett Laboratories on the Coast. 

H. T. James, president and secre- 
tary Bennett Film Laboratories, 
said that Consolidated was trying 
to compel Alfred Weiss and himself 
to dispose of their Bennett stock 
and that it had brought action to 
try to get it. He said Consolidated 
hadn’t a chance, 

James added that Weiss gave an 
option on his Bennett stock to Con- 
solidated, which the latter, he said, 
believed constituted a majority. 

“That was not the case,” James 


continued, “Then Consolidated 
wanted to include mine. The pe- 
riod of the option given Consoli- 


dated by Weiss expired last July 
and it had not been taken up, Sub- 
sequently Weiss gave me an option 
on the stock he held. Weiss can- 
not dispose of his holding in this 
laboratory without first tendering 
me the opportunity of buying it. I 
hold the control and will continue 
to do so. That’s the whole story. 
Consolidated has no claim.” 





NICK SCHENCK ON COAST 


Los Angeles, April 9. 
Nicholas Schenck is now in, Del 
Monte playing a little golf, before 
returning east. 
He spent a week in Hollywood 
conferring with M-G-M officials. 





Chas. Bunn’s Mother Dies 
The death of his mother in 
Mishawaka, Ind., has called Charles 
Bunn, general sales chief for Elec- 
trical Research Products, out of 





town until tomorrow (Thursday). 
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PAR. DENIES 
EAGELS’ STRIFE 


—_——— —- 


Star Was Ill—W. B.’s 
Short with Midgets 





“Jealousy,” at the 
Astoria studio, resumed production 
April 4 after an enforced layoff. 
Studio denies Jeanne Eagels walked 
off the set as reported in the dailies 
or that there was any temper- 
mental break between Paramount 
and Miss Eagels. She was ill and, 
moreover, her leading man, Anthony 
‘Bushnell, under a term contract 
with Paramount, was also ill and 
was away two days longer than 
Miss Eagels. In 1927 the star had 
trouble with Paramount and M- 
G-M urder conditions described at 
the time as originating in temper- 
ment. “Jealousy” will be finished 
about April 13, one week behind 
schedule. 

Paramount has filled the cast of 
“The Lady Lies,” to be directed by 
Hobart Henley. In addition to 
Walter Huston, Claudette Colbert 
and Harry Lillford, line-up includes 
Betty Garde, Virginia True Board- 
man, Vera Deane, Janis Richard- 
son, Elaine Arden and Tom Brown, 
all from legit. William O. Stiener, 
just promoted to first cameraman 
by Paramount, will officiate at the 
tripod. 

“Glorifying the American Girl” 
will get into production in May. 
Paramount's talking short depart- 
ment made “Book Lovers,” with 
Joseph Santley, Ivy Sawyer, Phil 
Van Lee, Olive Shea, Virginia Mar- 
vin and Monaei Lindley. Alice 
Boulden and orchestra are sched- 
uled. 

Short on Midgets 


Warners’ Flatbush studio made 
the first talking short of midgets, 
the Tiny Town Revue. Fred Ardath, 
assisted by Claude Allen and Klar 
Magnus, is a Vitaphone repeat, as 
is Bobby Folsom, Mr. and Mrs. 
Jack Norworth and Harris and 


‘Radcliff also recorded. Brendel and 


Burt are on the future list. 

Pathe’s “Irish Boy” is now “My 
Lady” and a third title may replace 
that one. Berry Lawford, Ed Mac- 
Namara and the original Andrew 
Mack cast are in support of Morton 
Downey. Picture delayed in get- 
ting started but now set for this 
week. George LeMaire made a 
Pathe talking short with Louis 
Simon, Evelyn Knapp and Audrey 
Maple. It’s called “The Plumber's 
Are Coming.” 

M-G-M recorded the fifth of its 
George Dewey Washington series 
of six. Walter C. Kelly, “the Vir- 
ginia Judge,” also preserved in wax. 
Week's schedule included a novelty 
review conceived by director Nick 
Grinde. Charley Irwin m.c.ing for 
this one. 


Ollie Mack’s Two Reelers 


Ollie Mack, former partner of 
Charles Murray, now a First Na- 
tional featured player, is launch- 
ing a series of dialog two reelers 
based on old scrips used by him 
with Murray during 20 years of 
one nighting. Among the old timers 
Mack has in mind are “Daniel in 
the Lion’s Den,” “Finnegan’s Duel,” 
etc. 

Lewis L Maisell is financing the 
Mack service to be made at the 
American Sound Studio. 








CHICAGO PATENT SUIT 


Chicago, April 9. 

Trans Lux Daylight Picture 
Screen Corp. has started suit in the 
U. S. District Court against the 
News Projection Corp., asking that 
the Proctor patent, under which an 
injunction was obtained against 
Trans Lux last May, be declared 
null and void. 

Trans Lux claim the real inventor 
ef the process is Herman E. Roys 
and base their suit on that charge. 





Colleen’s 2d Talker 
Los Angeles, April 9, 
Colleen Moore’s second talker for 


First National will be “Footlights 


and Fools,” short story by Kather- 
ine Bush. 


; Tale is of musical comedy fa- 
vorite and a college boy. 





Levee in New York * 
Los Angeles April 9, 
_M. C. Levee, general manager of 
United Artists studio, is in New 
York on business connected with 
enlarging the sound recording fa- 
vilities at the studio, 


Paramount 





$174,000 Payroll 





If somebody didn’t call this 
to the attention of one of the 
picture companies with an ad- 
ministrative payroll like the 
war debt, it was an oversight. 

Newmont Mining Co. pub- 
lished its 1928 income ac- 
count showing total adminis- 
trative salaries of $174,000. 
This covered salaries of presi- 
dent, chairman of the board, 
three vice-presidents, treas- 
urer, secretary and a flock of 
assistants, 

Concern earned during the 
year $8,328,000. 


New Choke Coil Saving 
Hum and Millions 


Los Angeles, April 9. 

A choke coil that will eliminate 
the commutator ripple, silence the 
“singing of the arc,” is expected to 
validate for sound work $4,000,000 
worth of arc lighting equipment in 
the coast studios. 

Earl Miller, chief electrician of 
Paramount, is credited with dis- 
cavery of the instrument. Working 
along parallel as well as on inde- 
pendent lines has been Harry D. 
Brown of a local electrical supply 
company. On the Paramount lot 
alone it is estimated replacement 
value of arc equipment is nearly 
$500,000. 

Miller has built 20 of his latest 
coils and steadily is increasing the 
number at his workshop on the lot. 
His first device required a box 
nearly three feet in all dimensions. 
His latest examples measure but 9 
inches each way. In recent tests 
he has placed a sun are equipped 
with the coil within five feet of a 
microphone without the latter pick- 
ing up any hum. 

Brown also has conducted tests 
for producers, one for a large in- 
dependent, who is reported to have 
“gone arc” as @ result. 

Miller reports his tests indicate 
the coil will cover 150 amperes, in- 
cluding :n its scope as many lamps 
as may fall within that range. Illu- 
strating the effect on prices of arc 
equipment suffered as a result of 
the industry’s gesture toward in- 
candescents on the entrance. of 
sound, an electrical chief reported 
that one size sun arc which formerly 
sold at $2,700 may now be purchased 
for $2,150. 

The new coil probably will retail 
at around $50. 


$17,000 for Vita Club 


Vitaphone Pictures Frolic at the 
Commodore, New York, Saturday 
night netted over $17,050 for the 
promotion and benevolent fund of 
the Warner-Stanley-First National 
Club. Of this about $7,300 was 
realized in advertising in the 
souvenir program. Around 2,000 
persons, mostly employees, of which 
800 are members, attended. 

Fifteen acts composed the show 
staged by Lou Golder. Jack Gilbert, 
president of the club, and Art 
Saxon had general charge. 


3-16MM. FIRMS POOL 


Los Angeles, April 9. 

Three local concerns, Cine Art 
Productions, Arrow Screen Com- 
pany and Thalhammer Corp., all 
dealing in 16mm, films and equip- 
ment, have pooled and opened 
branch offices in New York and 
Chicago. 

First two named in business less 
than two years and Thalhammer 
quit professional field a year ago 
to go amateur, 























PATHE’S NEW SERIAL 
Los Angeles, April 9. 

Pathe has started on a new 
serial under title of “The Black 
Book.” It will feature Allene Ray 
and Walter Miller with suppofting 
cast of the usual Pathe serial stock 
players. 

Spencer Bennett to direct with 
all production at Pathe studios. 
Heretofore, this company made its 
serial headquarters at the Metro- 
politan studio. 





Cowan-Mack Co-Directing 
Los Angeles, Aprtl 9. 

William J. Cowan and Russell 
Mack will co-direct “Companion- 
ate,” a talker, for Radio release, 
Picture is to star Betty Compson 
and was to have been directed by 
Wesley Ruggles. 

Cowan has had the production 
date on “This Way to Happiness” 
set back until he completes this 





opus. 





OSCAR SHAW 


In “Cocoanuts” for Paramount as 
the juvenile lead in this 100% 
talking film. 

Booked by 

1564 Broadway, New York 


M. S. BENTHAM 








BADGER QUITS PAR. 


John Monk Saunders and Wells 
Root Also Off This Payroll 








Los Angeles, April 9. 

Clarence Badger, directing for 
Paramount for the past seven 
years, has left that organization. 
Badger was scheduled to do a 
Clara Bow picture but decided that 
opportunities with another com- 
pany, as he was a free-lance, were 
more advantageous, 

Also off the Par payroll are John 
Monk Saunders and Wells Root, 
former New York newspaperman. 





Dual Sound Releases 


Los Angeles, April 9. 

Studios equipped with major ap- 
paratus are recognizing booking 
possibilities of catering to houses 
wired for disk only. Metropolitan- 
Christie is one of the first to issue 
dual service. 

Following completion of a pic- 
ture recorded on film and its final 
editing, the subject is transfered 
to disk. 





Biggest Sound Stage 


Los Angeles, April 9. 

Warners is building the largest 
sound stage in the picture indus- 
try on its Sunset Blvd. plant. 

It igs to be located on the Van 
Ness avenue side of the property 
and will be 200 x 350 ft. Cost is 
$250,000, with work starting this 
week under supervision of Wm. 
Koenig. 





INCE-LYTELL TALKER 


Ralph Ince, currently in New 
York, is reported east to make a 
picture with Bert Lytell on this 
coast for Columbia. Lytell is ap- 
pearing in a legit show. 

First idea is said to have been 
to make “Acquitted,” a 1907 Mary 
Roberts Rinehart magazine story. 
Whether it is tthe final choice is 
unknown at this time, 

Film will talk. 


ARMSTRONG’S “TWO CENTS” 


Los Angeles April 9. 
“For Two Cents,” by 





Pathe’s 


George S. Brooks, has been bought 
by Jed Harris for stage production. 


Picture also marks Robert Arm- 


strong’s rise to featured roles. It 
will be an all-talker with Gregory 
In work April 15. 


LaCava directing. 





LEWIN-BLOCK CHANGE 
Los Angeles, April 9. 


Albert Lewin has been relieved as 
scenario editor at M-G and has 
been assigned as associate producer 


for the,Greta Garbo unit. 
Bert Block of M-G’s 


here to become scenario editor. 





Thompson Turns Agent 
Los Angeles, April 9. 
Dave Thompson, former produc- 
tion manager for First 
has become an artists’ representa- 
tive. 
He has a list of 12 featured play- 
ers to place among producers. 





E. H. Griffith on “Paris Bound” 


E. H. Griffith assigned by Pathe 
to direct Ann Harding in screen 
Frank 


version of “Paris Bound.” 
Reicher will do dialog. 





Otterson Going to Coast 


J. E. Otterson, ERP chief, is leav- 
ing for the West Coast late this 





week. 


New York 
story department is being brought 


National, 


W. E. Only Lost $37,500 on 
Removed Wirmg—1,598 Machines Now 
Installed—Figure Making 


a 








Trick Sound Stuff 





Los Angeles, April 9. 

At the Metropolitan-Christie 
studio the technical crew 
claims a lap dissolve in sound. 
Boys believe that all tricks of 
the camera will eventually be 
within range of sound pic- 
tures, 

In the current production 
Lloyd Hamilton is shown in 
two parts. He speaks to him- 
self. interrupts himself and 
carries on an animated con- 
versation in perfect synchron- 
ization. It’s said to be the 
first time it has been done, 


Indie Co.’s 3 Talkers 
At M-G’s N. Y. Studio 


Starting April 15 at M-G’s New 
York studio three specials are to be 
made by Franklin M. Warner, pro- 
ducer of “The Great Power.” A 
new corporation, Franklin Warner 
Producing Co., will finance. Pro- 
ducer prefers not to state whether 
he will release through M-G-M. 
First picture, now casting, is 
tentatively titled, “Love’s Shadows,” 
an all-talking musical by Joel An- 
drews, with special music and lyrics 
by J. Kern Brennon and Lee David. 
Production is to cost $300,000. 

Each of the specials is to be 
made in 1929 and have a 10 weeks’ 
shooting schedule. 

















Laemmle Dinner 


A dinner in honor of Carl 
Laemmle will be held at the Motion 
Picture Club next Tuesday, the 
celebration marking Laemmle’s 23d 
year in the picture business and his 
20th year as a producer. 

Al Lichtman, president of the 
club, will preside. At the speakers’ 
table will be Harry Reichenbach, 
toastmaster; Flo Ziegfeld, Edna 
Ferber, Billie Burke, Helen Morgan, 
Mayor Walker, R. H. Cochrane, 
P. D. Cochrane, Nathan Burkan, 
Grover Whalen, Clarence Dillon and 
A. H. Giannini. 

The speeches will be broadcast. 


Cohn, Writers’ Pres. 


Los Angeles, April 9. 
Alfred A. Cohn has been elected 
president of the Screen Writers’ 
Guild, gucceeding Grant Carpenter. 


BURR’S THREE TWO0-REELERS 
Los Angeles, April 9. 

Charles Burr’s three in two-reel 
talkers to follow his first produc- 
tion are “The Monkey Squawks,” 
by Rollie Asher; “Friend Husband,” 
by George Arliss, and “Signed, 
Sealed and Delivered,” by John 
Stokes. 

Cast will be Rosemary Theby, 
Shannon Day, Virginia Sale, Ray 
McKee, Tom Dugan, Tom Wilson, 
Harry Meyers and Del Henderson. 
These complete first half of the 
series. 











Shurlock’s New Post 
Los Angeles, April 9. 

Jeoffry Shurlock, former scenario 
editor for Paramount, now editorial 
supervisor under direction of Ed- 
ward J. Montagne, recently ap- 
pointed scenario chief for this 
studio. 

Montagne has also brought Ken- 
neth Hawks into his department to 
act as special assistant. 





Heads Columbia’s Sound 
Los Angeles, April 9. 

John Paul Livadary has been 
signed by Columbia as head of its 
gound operations. 

He was transmission engineer for 
a telephone company here before 
going to Paramount. 





Trem Carr’s One Reelers 
Los Angeles, April 9. 
Trem Carr is making six all dia- 
log one reelers for Rayart, Will 





record on Raytone disk device 
brought to the Coast by W. Ray 
Johnston, 

Series is named “Epics from 
Life.” 


——> 


4.000 in 29 


Of $25,000,000 represented in 
sound equipment now installed in 
theatres, only approximately $37,500 


| is checked in the red for machines 


removed because exhjbitors de- 
faulted in payments. These fig- 
ures are officially submitted by 


Western Electric in contradiction to 
any belief that it incurred a moun- 
tain of misery when it allowed ex- 
hibitors to rent talk screens on the 
installment plan. 

Electric firm thanks its contract 
formula for its alleged position of 
not having had to play sheriff on 
over three indie theatre owners, 
Not one of the removals involved 
litigation, because the contract 
clearly specifies that failure to make 
& payment is a default which per- 
mits the company to use its own 
judgment in the matter of contin- 
uing service. 

Contract specifications make W. 
E. officials wink when Film Boards 
of Trade’s thousands of squabbles 
over film, as annually boasted by 
the Hays organization, are men- 
tioned. Contract is the electric’s 
own board and court, they main- 
tain, adding that due to it W. E. 
can assert, without fear of* con- 
tradiction, that it has been far more 
successful than film producers and 
other companies serving exhibitors 
in the matter of getting dollar- 
for-dollar from said exhibitors, 


1,598 Now Operating 

Figure on actual sales represents 
1,598 machines now operating. 
Western, in its arithmetic, has fig- 
ured $12,500 as the average indiv- 
idual installation cost. 

Company counts on manufactur- 
ing 4,000 machines during 1929. Of 
these, the cheaper device, priced 
at $5,500, compose a large percent- 
age, the key cities and big houses 
generally now possessing or having 
contracted for the de luxe model 
Over 500 contracts for the cheaper 
device, to start going into as many 
smaller theatres on and after June 
1, are already secured by Western. 
Regardless of increased output 
and enlarged facilities, W. E. has 
arrived at from three to four weeks 
as the minimum time it can effect 
the average installation. There are 
exceptions to this time limit de- 
scribed as “special situations.” 
These are for affiliated interests or 
in the case of a.transfer, on record 
as having been accomplished in two 
weeks, 

Company’s explanation of its out- 
put and plans are in reply to other 
local theatre owner gossip that 
Western is now able to effect in- 
stallations more rapidly because it 
has a number of “seconds” taken 
from houses where licensees de- 
faulted. 





Denny Writing Again 


Los Angeles, April 9. 

Reginald Denny’s next all talker 
for Universal is to be an original on 
which he is now at work. 

Denny recently wrote “That’s My 
Daddy,” which Universal produced, 
Boxoffice draw prompted the com- 
pany to utilize him as author-actor, 


DISNEY’S PORTABLE 


Los Angeles, April 9. 

Portable sound on film equipment 
available for state rights producers 
is being built for Walter and Roy 
Disney, makers of cartoons. Unit 
was designed by William Garriety 
and George Loweree, former De- 
Forest men, 

Entire outfit will be mounted on 
two trucks, the smaller being avail- 
able for studio work. Recording 
equipment will be Powers Cine- 
phone. Disneys have synchronized 
six Mickey Mouse cartoons for 
state right market. 


FLOOD’S T-S CONTRACT 
Los Angeles, April 9. 
Tiffany-Stahl has signed a new 
contract with James Flood to di- 
rect six full length productions 
within a year. 
Flood is the only director T-S 
has under a long-term contract, 











Mary Nolan Has Flu 
Los Angeles, April 9. 
Universal is holding production 
on “Harmony Lane,” featuring 
Eddie Leonard, on account of ill- 





dness with flu of Mary Nolan. 
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‘Noah's Ark,” $20,000, Strong in Philly: 


“Duke Steps Out” Also Big at $28,000 





Philadelphia, April 9. 


Philly's big picture houses re- 
versed the conditions in the city’s 
legit theatres during the last two 
weeks. The latter had an unprece- 


dentedly fine holy week trade and 
fell off starting Easter Monday. The 
pictures were off consistently 
through Lent and came back with 
a bang last week. Prevented from 
soaring higher only by the ex- 
treme hot wave that came along 
Friday and Saturday. 


Clara Bow’s first talking picture, 
“The Wild Party,” did not elicit 
many raves from the critics, but 
the mob sure turned out in flocks 
to hear Clara do her stuff. The 
result was a great week for the 
Mastbaum, best since the opening 
of the house, at $54,000. 


Stanley, in direct contrast to the 
preceding mouth, had a whale of 
a week with “The Duke Steps Out” 
(Haines) as the picture and a big 
Easter show presided over by 
Charlie Nelson. Combination got 
around $28,000, a jump of more 
than $6,000 over the week before. 

The Warner’ Brothers-Stanley 
Company people inaugurated their 
policy of concentrating on a small 
group of downtown houses last 
week, with the result that both the 
Karlton and Arcadia are now rele- 
gated to program-picture houses, 
with plenty of second showings and 
not much advertising attention. The 
six houses on which the manage- 
ment is concentrating are the Mast- 
baum, Stanley, Stanton, Boyd and 
Aldine, picture theatres, and the 
Earle, vaudfilm. It is virtually cer- 
tain that this is the Arcadia’s last 
season, and it would not be sur- 
prising to see the Karlton given 
up also in the near future. The 
Globe, drop-in at Juniper and Mar- 
ket streets, is also slated to go, 
according to report. Palace and 
Victoria, other drop-in theatres, are 
highly profitable and will probably 
be kept. 

Last week the Stanton clicked 
nicely with “The Canary Murder 
Case,” and it is more than likely 
that this mystery .thriller will hold 
on for a run of three, perhaps even 
four, weeks. Notices were lauda- 
tory and the gross was reported at 
$17,000. 

“Weary River,” in its fourth and 
final week at the Boyd, dropped off 
sharply, one of the few downtown 
houses to sustain loss on the week. 
Heavy competition from the Aldine 
hurt the Boyd. Gross was figured 
at $16,000, drop of about $4,500, 

Engagement of this Richard 
Barthelmess picture was, however, 
highly satisfactory. 

“Noah’s Ark” got off to a great 
opening at the Aldine. Monday was 
sensational, and this big spectacle 
was one picture that apparently did 
not greatly feel the heat at the end 
of the week. A $2 top is being used, 
first time in a year for this house, 
although there are not many seats 
scaled at the top figure, most of the 
choice ones being at $1.50. The 
critics were a little lukewarm, but 
“Noah’s Ark” ought to jog along to 
big profit for about a month. The 
Warners are looking for an eight 
weeks’ engagement at least, Last 
week’s gross was reported at $20,000. 

The Fox also had a corking week 
with “In Old Arizona,” which re- 
eently ran two big months at the 
Locust. For once the stage Dill 
was not emphasized, although it was 
of the usual size, and contained six 
acts, The week’s gross went to $32,- 

000 and picture might have been 
held over if management had so 
desired. 

This week's big noise is “The 
Broadway Melody,” at the Boyd for 
an indefinite stay. The house now 
has a single price for all seats, 40c. 
up to 1 o’clock, 50c. from 1 to 6, and 
75c. in the evenings. The Boyd has 
established itself far quicker than 
either the Aldine or the Fox-Locust 
did. A great array of pictures has 
been the Boyd’s salvation. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Mastbaum =_ (4,800; 40-50-75) — 
“Wild Party,” dialog (Par). Clara 
Bow’s first talker attracted plenty of 
attention. House claimed $54,000 on 
the week, best since opening. 

Stanley (3,700; 35-50-75)—“The 
Duke Steps Out” (M-G-M). Wil- 
liam Haines’ latest very popular. 
Fine Easter week. $28,000. 

Stanton (1,700; 35-50-75)—“Can- 
ary Murder Case,” dialog (Par, Ist 
week) Mystery thriller well liked. 
Apparently set for three weeks. 
$17,000. 


Aldine (1,500; 75-$1-$1.50-$2)— 
“Noah’s Ark,” dialog (WB, ist 
week). Big spectacle started 


strongly. Claimed $20,000. Should 
be good for at least six weeks, per- 
haps more. 

Boyd (2,400; 40-50-75)—“Weary 
River,’ dialog (FN, 4th week). Last 
week for Barthelmess film. Saw 
sharp falling off but engagement 
highly profitable. $16,000. 

Fox (3,000; 90)—“In Old Arizona,” 
dialog (Fox). Picture which clicked 
so strongly at Fox-Locust also 
drawing card here. Stage program 
not emphasized. $32,000. 

Fox-Locust (1,800; $1)—‘“Speak- 
easy,” dialog (Fox). Picked up 





“SYNCOPATION” $18,000, 
KEITH’S BEST FOR 1929 


“Melody” Sends Stanley to 
New High at $33,500 in 
Baltimore 


Baltimore, April 9. 


(Drawing Population, 850,000) 

Weather: Fair and Hot 
Sale of the New last Thursday 
marked the passing of the White- 
hursts as picture theatre owners 
in this city. New was the last house 
held by the heirs of the late C. E. 
Whitehurst, whose string at one 
time comprised four downtown 
houses and two roof gardens, Pur- 
chaser is Morris A. Mechanic, young 
local financier, who announces that 
extensive improvements, including 
increased seating capacity, will be 
made during a summer shutdown. 
Possibility that Mechanic is pur- 
chasing the house for out-of-town 
interests or for resale. It is the 
only indie house on the main shop- 
ping stem. 
Palace, dark since the end of its 
burlesque career, may reopen next 
season as an Erlanger house, 
Chances are that it will be used for 
talkers. It is opposite Ford's, a 
Stanley leased house booking Er- 
langer legits. 
Big b.o. news last week came 
from the Stanley, where “Broadway 
Melody” smashed all house records. 
Beginning with a midnight show 
Sunday, it was a continuous turn- 
away, day and night. And for the 
first time since “Weary River” the 
Century was forced into second 
place. “Desert Nights” did well, 
but was no match for “Melody.” 
Other outstanding draws were at 
Keith’s, where “Syncopation” hung 
up the house record at the current 
top. Also in the big money was 
“Hearts in Dixie” at the New. 
“Canary Murder Case” grossed well 
at the uptown Parkway, but “Love 
and the Devil” wasn’t so forte at 
the Valencia, 

Estimates for Last Week 

Stanley (Stanley-Crandall, Loew) 
“Broadway Melody,” dialog (M-G) 
(3,600; 25-60). Smash from Sun- 
day midnight to Saturday ditto; 
played to enormous holiday trade 
Monday and then turnaways; hung 
up new record with $33,500. 

Century (Loew)—“Desert Nights,” 
sound (M-G) (3,200; 25-60), Opened 
big Easter Monday; after midweek 
eased off; hot weather last half 
hurt; Gilbert not so forte with 
femmes now; good stage show; 
about $22,000; house can do better, 

Keith’s (Schanbergers)—“Synco- 
pation,” dialog (Radio) and vaude 
(3,200; 25-50). Film feature eclipsed 
stage show and gave b.o. biggest 
boost of the year; about $18,000. 

Valencia (Loew-UA)—‘“Love and 
the Devil,” sound (FN) (1,500; 25- 
50). Sills apparently easing off as 
b.o. magnet here; keen competition, 
however, was factor; just fair at 
about $2,750. 

New (Whitehursts) — “Hearts in 
Dixie,” dialog (Fox). Consistently 
good business reported; grouped 
with leaders. 

Parkway (Loew-UA) — “Canary 
Murder Case,” dialog (Par) (1,000; 
15-35). This one maintained the 
b.o. pace it set downtown; well 
above house average; about $4,100. 


Des Moines Gives ‘Weary’ 
$9,200—‘Wolf’ $20,100 


Des Moines, April 9. 
(Drawing Population, 175,000) 
Weather: Mostly Fair 
Week appeared to get off to a 
bad start with Easter Sunday being 
cold plus wind and rain. Balance 
of week turned to fair, however, and 
as programs were pretty good all 
around, biz held to par. 


Estimates for Last Week 

Capitol (Pub) “Wolf Song” sound 
(Par) (1,700; 35-60). With real ro- 
mance of stars an accepted story 
here, and Gary Cooper a graduate 
of Grinnell college, customers gave 
the bill, with “Bars and Stripes” 
(unit) $20,100. 

Strand (Pub) “Captain Lash” 
sound (Fox) (1,065; 20-30). Mc- 
Laglen scored; split week with 
“Stolen Kisses” (WB); latter 
brought gross down to $3,600. 

Des Moines (Pub) “Weary River” 
dialog (FN) (1,700; 25-50). Not a 
smash but the week’s best; $7,900. 

Orpheum (R-K-O) Hooper and 
Gatchell headliners first half with 
“The Rookie,” and “The Leather- 
neck” held interest since Robert 
Armstrong former Princess stock 
man here; did all right. 











strongly last week and went to $15,- 
000. Stronger than expected. 

Karlton (1,000; 50)—‘“Sonny Boy,” 
dialog (WB). Davey Lee film well- 
liked in second showing at this 
house. With lower- scale house now 
has gross was about $4,000. 




















HERE COMES SUMMER 
The Kiddies Legion of Eastern 
Pennsylvania will move to MEYER 
DAVIS’ WILLOW GROVE PARK, 
the beautiful $3,000,000 summer re- 


rsort near Philadelphia, May 11. 


A Saturnalia of outdoor acts, 
famous orchestras and bands and 
more than 100 fun and recreational 
devices. 

Fourth season under MEYER 
DAVIS’ MANAGEMENT. 








Montreal Fans After 
More Talk in Films 


Montreal, April 9. 
(Drawing Population, 600,000) 
Wasthere Mild 

Both wired houses played mys- 
tery films last week. Scored fairly 
high. After two weeks of darkness 
Princess held a musical comedy that 
got around $22,000, accounting for 
comparatively low grosses for flick- 
ers in Easter week, 

Neighborhood houses have had 
one of the best weeks of the year. 
Failure to register high in main 
stems due largely to sound pictures 
being silent for three-quarters of 
their footage. 

“Bellamy Trial,” at Palace, came 
out on top with $18,500, better than 
this theatre has shown for some 
weeks. Management has taken idea 
of using good shorts to supplement 
feature picture which, when weak, 
left house flat. 

Harry S. Dahn at the Capitol ran 
“Lone Wolf's Daughter,” and Bert 
Lytell rates high here, else the show 
might have flopped, As it was, gross 
fell below Holy Week figure, but 
was kept from lower levels by a 
good talking short and Capitolians 
orchestra with ensemble acts. Both 
Palace and Capitol pictures were 
practically silent. $15,000 not so 
good as expected for week. 

Colleen Moore can get by any- 
thing here, registering as about the 
most popular figure locally on the 
screen, but “Synthetic Sin” was 
much below the standard of picture 
usually. given at Loew's. Good 
vaude put the house over to around 
$14,500. Manager Adams has had a 
much better than average Lent. 

Imperial is rapidly jumping into 
Position of best vaude show in town. 
“Sal of Singapore” also went over 
big and rates with the long list of 
good ones the house has offered of 
late. $10,000 and excellent. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Palace (FP) (2,700; 40-65)—“Bel- 
lamy Trial,” dialog (M-G-M). Good 
talking short and Movietone news- 





reel saved situation. $18,500. 
Capitol (FP) (2,700; 40-65)— 
“Lone Wolf’s Daughter,” dialog 


(Col). Another almost silent flicker, 
but Bert Lytell got it over. $15,000 
is thousand below b. o, receipts for 
Holy Week. 


Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 35-60)— 
“Synthetic Sin” (FN) and vaude. 
Colleen Moore, locally popular, 


made grade for this one, but vaude 
took most of gross. $14,500. 
Imperial (FP) (1,900; 35-75)— 
“Sal of Singapore” (Pathe) and 
vaude. Best show in town with pic- 
ture up to standard and vaude 
a atirana Hit high mark of $10,- 





TACOMA THRIVES 


“Sonny Boy” $6,400 and May Stay 3 

Weeks—“Last Warning” $5,800 

Tacoma, April 9. 

(Drawing Population, 125,000) 

Weather: Fair 

Sun came out after Easter and 
made the week a good one at the 
theatres. Pantages and Blue Mouse 
did good biz, “Sonny Boy” opening 
at latter house. Looks good for two, 
possibly three weeks. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Pantages (1,500; 25-50)—‘“Last 
Warning,” dialog (U). Liked for 
$5,800. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (650; 50- 
75)—“Sonny Boy,” dialog. (WB) 
Going great and may stick three 
weeks; $6,400. 

Rialto (Fox) (1,250; 25-35-50)— 
“Carnation Kid,” dialog (Par). Okay 
at $3,800. : 

Colonial (Fox) (850; 25-50)— 
“Why Be Good,” sound (FN). Day 
and date with Fifth Ave., Seattie, 








and hot; Colleen Moore popular flap 
here; $2,600, 


“Harmony” Revives Chi for $57,500, 
Loop Lead—"Wild Party” to $28,000 





“MELODY” $30,000, K. C.; 
“SYNCOPATION” $19,000 
New Top for Midland—Pan 


Okay With $10,800—New- 
man Drops Off, $11,000 





Kansas City, April 9. 
(Drawing Population, 700,000) 

“Broadway Melody,” at Loew’s 
Midland, was outstanding last week 
and for the first time in its history 
the house held a picture over. Sat- 
urday opening was not up to ex- 
pectations and with a dismal Easter 
Sunday it didn’t look so good. But 
business started Monday and the 
week’s result was a new high of 
$30,000. 

“Syncopation” was opposition at 
the Mainstreet and, as usual, busi- 
ness was steady for $19,000. 

Newman and “Wolf Song” found 
the going hard against the two mu- 
sicals down the street. House has 
been taken over by Universal for 
the run of “Show Boat” and those 
interested are talking of months in- 
stead of weeks. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Loew’s Midland, “Broadway Mel- 
ody,” dialog (M-G) (4,000; 25-35- 
50). For the first time in months 
this house cut loose with extra pub- 
licity in all forms; picture held for 
second week; $30,000. 

Mainstreet, “Syncopation,” dialog 
(Radio) (3,200; 25-35-50-60). Lots 
of entertainment despite the work 


of Barbara Bennett; biz okay at 
$19,000. 
Newman, “Wolf Song,” sound 


(Par) (1,920; 25-40-60). After a big 
week things quieted down; best 
alibi was the opposition; $11,000, 


Royal, “Carnation Kid,” dialog 
(Par) (989; 25-40). Did $3,000. 


Pantages, “Younger Generation,” 
dialog (Col) (2,200; 25-35-50). Had 
enough to bring tears; stage show 
with lots of comedy balanced; $10,- 
800 good. 


NEW WASH. RECORDS; 
2 LOEW'S DO $45,000 


Washington, April 9. 


(White Population, 450,000) 
Weather: Warm and Rain 


Easter Week annually brings al- 
most as many visitors to the capi- 
tal as does the inauguration. Last 
week was no exception. Town was 
packed. 

Lid blew off for the Loew houses, 
“Broadway Melody” taking the rec- 


ord for the Columbia, and “The 
Duke Steps Out” duplicating for the 
Palace. Columbia was helped by a 
midnight show Friday, and the Pal- 
ace had a stage show that made 
them rave. 


Others, with the possible excep- 
tion of the Earle, did right well. 
“Hearts in Dixie’ came so close to 
hitting $30,000 as to make that fig- 
ure okay. Met had “Divine Lady” 
and was ’way up, too. Small ca- 
pacity was helped with a midnight 
show. Earle, with “Children of 
Ritz,” got plenty of advance plug- 
ging, but only about $1,000 above 
the usual. 


Some hesitancy about bringing 
“Hearts in Dixie” into the Fox heré, 
where “Dixie” gets more applause 
than the “Star-Spangled.” Recep- 
tion indicates this all-colored cast 
as an excellent bet for below the 
Mason and Dixon line. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Columbia (Loew) — “Broadway 
Melody,” dialog (M-G) (1,232; 35- 
50). Easter crowds, Hearst’s two 
dalies, a midnight show, six and 
seven regular shows daily and $19,- 
000, said to be in for run, but with 
extra shows plan may be to milk it 
fast to bring in “Iron Mask” (UA) 
before really hot weather sets in. 

Earle (Stanley Co.)—‘“Children of 
the Ritz,” dialog (FN) (2,244; 35- 
50). Midnight show, but only about 
a grand above the usual; near 
$15,000. 

Dixie,” 








Fox (Fox) —“Hearts in 
dialog (Fox) and stage show (3,434; 
35-50-75). Top business of town; 
praise. from all angles; practically 
$30,000. $ 

Met (Stanley Co.)—‘“Divine Lady,” 
dialog (FN) (1,585; 35-50). Way 
up with extra midnight show; 
counted and reported at $17,500; 
hel dover. 

Palace (Loew)—‘“Duke’ Steps 
Out,” dialog (M-G) and stage show 
(2,363; 35-50). Record went smash 
here; extra de luxe shows on Sat- 
urday and Sunday being big help In 





reported $26,000, 





Chicago, April 9. 

After being shoved into the backe 
ground for several weeks by the 
special run houses, the Chicago as- 
serted itself last week and regained 
the wide margin by which it usually 
leads the loop. “Close Harmony” 
boosted the house more than $15,000 
above its previous week to a strong 
$57,500. So good, in fact, that B. & 
K. immediately sent the picture into 
the Oriental for a follow-up—the 
first time this has ever been done, 
Both are one-week stands with 
stage shows. 


Only thing new in the run spots 
was “Wild Party” at the Roosevelt, 
clocking off a satisfactory $28,000. 


State-Lake, with its third week of. 


sound, remained far above what the 
silent films regularly brought in, 
getting around $25,000 for “Geral- 


dine.” Final week of “In Old Ari- 
zona” at McVicker’s was around 
$28,000. “Broadway Melody” started 


off great Friday in the same house, 
preceded by a tremendous Hearst 
campaign. 

Oriental continued in the dol- 
drums, doing around $35,000 with 
“Bellamy Trial” and its regular 
stage band show. Figured to go into 
a spurt this week with “Close Har- 
mony,” a natural for the house, de- 
spite its previous week at the Chi- 
cago. “Iron Mask,” which holds the 
United Artists house record with its 
opening $47,000, got $28,000 in its 
third week, and is still in. This 
one conquered the local opinion that 
Fairbanks is just a good one-week 
star here. 


Under the Warner-First National 
hookup, Orpheum played its first 
first National picture, “The Bark- 
er,” to a better than average, $8,100, 
Film has already been at the Roose- 
velt on a run. Fox’s Monroe was 
satisfactory with $4,100 for “Fugi- 
tives.” Only house in the loop with- 
out talk in its feature picture last 
week, 

“Noah’s Ark” opened Sunday at 
the wired Woods, legit house, at $2 
top with the greatest newspaper ex- 
ploitation the town has ever wit- 
nessed for a picture. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Chicago (Publix)—‘“Close Har- 
mony,” dialog (Par), and stage 
show (4,400; 50-75). Carried house 
$15,000 above previous quiet week 
to $57,500; film sent into Oriental, 
another loop one-week stage show 
stand; this booking a precedent and 
being closely watched. 

McVicker’s (Publix) — “In Old 
Arizona,” dialog (Fox) (1,865; 50- 
75). Lasted four weeks with a pow- 
erful $46,000 start; totaled above 
$150,000 on run, “Broadway Melody” 


(M-G) in, 

Monroe (Fox) — “Fugitives,” 
sound (Fox) (1,000; 50-75). Looked 
fair at $4,100. 

Oriental (Publix) — “Bellamy 
Trial, ‘dialog (M-G), and “Show 
Boat” unit (3,500; 50-75). House 


seems to have established a new 
and lower average of $35,000 for ite 
self; same last week. 

Orpheum (WB)—“The Barker,” 
dialog (FN) (800; 50). Picture re- 
cently at Roosevelt; satisfied in one 
week here with $8,100. 

Roosevelt (Publix)—‘“Wild Party,” 
dialog (Par) (1,500; 50-75). Clara 
Bow nice and hot at $28,000 as 


starter. 

State-Lake (RKO)—“Geraldine,” 
dialog (Pathe), and vaude (2,7003) 
50-75). About $25,000. Okay. 

United Artists (UA-Publix)— 
“Iron Mask,” sound (1,700; 50-75). 
Third week and still above normal 
with $28,000. 

Woods (Shubert)—‘Noah’s Ark,” 
dialog (WB) (1,257; $1.50-$2). 
Opened Sunday with terrific exploi- 
tation. 


Clara’s Wow Caught 
St. Louis for $39,400 


St. Louis, April 9. 

(Drawing Population, 1,025,000) 

Weather: Warm 

Most of the theatres last week 
rallied. Harry Rose’s debut as m. c. 
at the Missouri helped pull them 
away from “Speakeasy” at the Fox 
across Grand boulevard. 

Loew’s made an extra advertising 
effort for “Broadway Melody.” 
Worth the effort but absence of a 
stage show doesn’t help any. 


Estimates for Last Week 
Ambassador (3,000; 35-50-65-75) 








“Wild Party” dialog (Par). Clara 
Bow popular here; $39,400. 

Fox (6,000; 35-75) “Speakeasy” 
dialog (Fox). Good recording and 
synchronization; stage show too 
long; $40,000. 

Loew’s State (3,300; 25-35-65) 


“Broadway Melody” dialog (M-G). 
About.the best shown here; $31,500. 

Missouri (3,800; 35-50-65-75) 
“Wolf Song” sound (Par). Frontier 
tale with too much chest heaving} 
Harry Rose’s debut as m. c. aided; 
$23,200. 

Grand Central 


50-75) 


(1,700; 


“Weary River” dialog (FN). 
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Heat at 85—Cooling Plants 


VARIETY 8 





For Bway Houses in April: 
But Holiday Week Held Up 





Street made the most of its holi- 
@ay week following the slow pre- 
Easter going, the tip-off being the 
total $51,450 increase the Capitol, 
Roxy and Paramount showed. That 
round sum represents a $25,450 
leap for the Capitol, $16,000 for the 
Roxy, and $10,000 for the Publix 
gem. “Wild Party” and Clara Bow 
also swept the Rialto into big 
money by drawing $54,500, only 
about $900 short of the record. Out- 
side of the avalanche of new pic- 
tures which swept Broadway houses 
March 30 to help the vacation pe- 
riod, another factor for interest is 
the chess game going on by the pic- 
ture producers for legit houses. 

By the time the first week in 
May has passed there will be 11 $2 
pictures seattered within 10 blocks, 
42d to 52d, and with the hot weather 
not far off. Actually here Sunday 
and Monday with the thermometer 
edging past 85 and turning on the 
cooling plants for an early date rec- 
ord. What that torrid Sunday after- 
noon did to the deluxe grinds this 
past weekend was brutal. Some of 
the twice daily showings haven't re- 
covered yet—Monday matinees tak- 
ing a terrible’ licking from the 
weather. But there will be 11 legit 
houses displaying pictures early 
next month with at least three more 
sites ready to drop down a screen 
any minute. 

Sidelights on last week is that the 
little Embassy beat the Criterion by 
$400, both houses being at the same 
scale and on the same performance 
schedule, with a difference of around 
266 in capacity. However, it was 
the first week for “Trial of Mary 
Dugan” and the fourth for “The 
Letter.” Respective figures were 
$11,850 and $11,450. That's big 
money for the Embassy, and just 
fair for the Criterion. 


$9,000 at Cameo 

“Godless Girl” boosted the little 
Cameo to $9,000, a figure which the 
foreign mades it has been showing 
have seldom if ever reached. It’s 
about double what the house has 
been doing lately, the picture get- 
ting away to a $3,300 start on its 
opening two days. Feature will only 
stay three weeks at which time 
“Leathernecks,” another Pathe prod- 
uct, follows. “His Captive Woman” 
did all right after a Tuesday night 
start for $11,300 at the Central, while 
“Christina” got away fairly to $10,- 
600 on its Gaiety stay. 

Vacation period made no differ- 
ence at the Colony, which has de- 
veloped an inferiority complex of 
$12,000. Last week was just shy of 
that for “Clear the Decks.” “Iron 
Mask” rounded out a splendid Rivoli 
six weeks by getting $30,000, about 
$1,000 of which belongs to “Co- 
quette’s” initial weekend total of 
$21,000, okay in lieu of the heat. 

Other than “Children of the Ritz,” 
at the Strand, the Warner group 
had its worries. “Ark” is strug- 
gling to keep on a nodding acquaint- 
ance with $25,000, a bit better than 
half of what the Winter Garden can 
do, while “Singing Fool” is quietly 
terminating a sensational run at the 
Harris to four figures weekly. Jol- 
son only has one more week to g0 
after this which will give his film a 
Broadway visit of one week less 
than eight months. “Divine Lady” 
is doing all right at Warners but 
lacks the apparent strength to in- 
dicate stamina. “Broadway Melody” 
doesn’t have much trouble wander- 
ing between $22,000 and $25,000. 

United Artists sent “Alibi” into 
the 44th Street Monday night. Next 
week will see two $11 picture open- 
ings in “Show Boat,” Globe, and 
“Rainbow Man,” Selwyn. “Boat” 
will have a $3 top scale. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Astor—“Broadway Melody” dialog 
(M-G) (1,120; $1-$2) (9th week). 
Remains strong and $24,100 no sur- 
prise on holiday week here; will 
have acid test of $2 strength when 
moving to side street Harris April 
22, to permit “Madame X,” M-G 
talker, to open here April 23. 

Cameo—“Godless Girl’ dialog 
(Pathe) (549; 50-75) (2d week). 
Away to satisfying $9,000, double 
What house has been doing; will 
only stick three weeks, making way 
for “Leathernecks” (Pathe). 

Capitol—“Wild Orchids” sound 
(M-G) (4,620; 35-50-75-$1-$1.50) (2d 
Week), 
vacation week and flaps flocked for 
$83,550; $25,450 leap over previous 
unfortunate week when indie talker 
(“Great Power’) had to be pulled 
on the first Sunday show, with Bus- 
ter Keaton getting the emergency 
call; staying second week. 

Central—“His Captive Woman” 
dialog (FN) (922: $1-$2) (2d week). 
Regarded lightly but doing all right; 
opened Tuesday night and $11,300 
for next four days okay. 

Colony—“Clear the Decks” dialog 
(U) (1,980; 60-75-$1). Some talk 
of house going musical comedy but 
doubt because of expense and time 
in reconstructing shallow stage; 
Still has tough time reaching $12,- 





Garbo gal flounced in on 





“SONNY BOY” $43,500, HUB 


“Melody,” $34,500 at State—Memo- 
rial at $27,000—K-A Fair, $21,500 


Boston, April 9. 
(Drawing population, 850,000) 
Weather: Fair and rain 

“Broadway Melody,” at the State, 
ran away with the town last week. 
When the countup was in this Loew 
uptown house had $34,500, and is 
staying in a second week. Unusual 
for this theatre. 

Business all over town was fair- 
ly good last week. Big Met, with 
“Sonny Boy,” clicked along nicely 
to $43,500 about average for this 
house when they are breaking 
well. At the Memorial business was 
ordinary at $27,000. Heat wave 
which struck here on Sunday 
socked everything. This Monday, 
another hot day, had the refrigerat- 
ing systems ready, 


Estimates for Last Week 

Metropolitan (4,000; 50-60-75) 
“Sonny Boy,” dialog (WB). Did 
$43,000. 

Keith-Memorial (3,000; 50-$1) 
“Why Be Good,” sound (FN). Av- 
erage for $27,000. 

Keith-Albee (vaudfilm) (3,000; 
35-60). “Strange Cargo,” dialog 
(Pathe). Fair for $21,500. 

Loew’s State (4,000; 50-60) 
“Broadway Melody,” dialog (M-G). 
Very big; $34,500. 











000, holidays or no holidays; last 
week $11,800 not bad if using this 
as measurement. 

Criterion—“The Letter” dialog 
(Par) (862; $1-$2) (5th week). Not 
what it should have gotten on post- 
Easter week; $11,450 light; closes 
April 21 with “Innocents of Paris” 
(Par) trailing in about 23d; if date 
is kept will mean dual $2 picture 
opening for Street, something which 
has yet to occur on Broadway, 
“Madame X” other entry. 

Embassy—“Trial of Mary Dugan” 
dialog (M-G) (596; $1-$2) (2d 
week), Well regarded as strong 
“trial scene” picture with public 
favoring for $11,850; extremely 
strong figure here. 

44th Street—“Alibi” dialog (UA) 
(1,323; $1-$2) (1st week). Another 
underworld talker which opened 
Monday night. 

Gaiety—“Christina” sound (Fox) 
(808; $1-$2) (2d week). Termed 
quiet for $2 but got away to healthy 
start which eased somewhat during 
week; $10,600 fair enough with 
“Movietone Follies” (Fox) on over- 
sized film expected to follow when- 
ever ready. 

Harris—“Singing Fool” dialog 
(WB) (1,101; $1-$2) (30th week). 
Veteran and last year’s smash still 
bathing in some of its glory; few 
thought it could stick on side street 
after moving so late in career; last 
week $8,900 and departs April 21, 
“Broadway Melody” (M-G) to try 
younger legs for run on this spot. 

Paramount—‘Chinatown Nights” 
dialog (Par) (3,666; 40-65-75-85-$1). 
Picture caught unfavorable word- 
of-mouth but $78,500 regardless; 
solid figure and increase of $10,000 
over preceding week. 

Rialto—“Wild Party” dialog (Par) 
(1,904; 35-50-85-$1) (2d week). 
Clara Bow talking amidst bevy of 
sightly femmes got the boys out for 
$54,500; only about $2900 short of 
house record; if bottom doesn’t 
suddenly drop out excellent start 
for four, maybe more, weeks; “Close 
Harmony” (Par) due next. 

Rivoli—‘“‘Coquette” dialog (UA) 
(2,200; 35-50-85-$1) (1st week). Em- 
barrassing reserved seat premiere 
Friday night when fuse blew on 
house wire and picture refused to 
talk; had to make second start and 
then didn't sound right for remain- 
der of evening; caught unseasonal 
hot weather besides, but despite 
everything $21,000 on initial week 
end: not tremendous but satisfac- 
tory under handicaps; doubtful if it 
will equal “Iron Masks” six weeks 
here, Fairbanks’ picture finishing to 
about $29,000. 

Roxy—‘Strong Boy” sound (Fox) 
(6,205; 50-75-$1-$1.50). Caught 
share of holiday trade and lifted to 
$111,300; no squawks; “Hearts in 
Dixie’ (Fox) currently trying for 
two weeks with big stage show, but 
may take some forcing due to high 
temperature second and third days. 

Strand—“Children of the Ritz” 
sound (FN) (2,900; 35-50-65-75). 
Did well enough without causing 
any furore; $34,200. 

Warners—‘Divine Lady” sound 
(FN) (1,360; $1-$2) (3d week). Go- 
ing along at pace neither strong nor 
weak; $21,500. 


Winter Garden —‘ Noah's Ark” 
dialog (WB) (1,494; $1-$2-$3) (5th 
week). Hasn't shown = sufficient 


strength to indicate it will linger 
any great length of time; $24,300 
not enough for good time week; 
“Desert Song” (WEL) rumored as 
successor without date. 








LEON LEONIDOFF. 
Roxy Theatre, New York 
Director of Production 


(Assistant to Mr.,S. L. Rothafel) 


Of the Easter presentation, last 
week, “Variety” said, in part—‘at 
this super-tabernacle they never fail 
to commemorate the occasion (holi- 
day) with royal munificence. Pecu- 
liarly and distinctively a New York 
institution, as Peter Pan belongs to 
London and music festivals to Ber- 
lin-—Holidays sharpen the Roxy's 
staff.” Land. 


Bows “Party” 
Busted Buffalo— 
Best Gross $42,300 








Buffalo, April 9. 

Buffalo last week experienced a 
most sensational week. 

Shea’s Buffalo and Hipp both at- 
tained record grosses. All other 
houses were high and close up. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Buffalo—“Wild Party.” Opening 
day’s turnaway. Skyrocketing all 
week. Bow wowed, beating all pre- 
vious records to over $42,300. 

Hipp—“Duke Steps Out.” Top 
notch takings. Peak figure at $24,- 
100. 

Century—“The Letter.” Heavy 
for local consumption but excellent 
at $13,600. 

Great Lakes—‘“Hearts in Dixie.” 
Divided comment but generally 
okayed. Up to $23,000. 

Lafayette—“Divine Lady.” Slightly 
high hat for here but conditions 
helped. Estimated $17,000. 


NEW DAVIES AT $15,000; 
WARFIELD DOES $35,000 


San Francisco, April 9. 


(Drawing Pop., 762,000) 
Weather: Fair and Rain 


Opening of W. B. Wagnon’s Mar- 
ion Davies theatre attracted the 
curious last week. Following the 
dedication March 30 the house did 
fine biz. : 

Warfield forged ahead again last 
week. Cash customers liked “Speak- 
easy” and receipts jumped to $35,- 
000. Granada held up fairly well, but 
things began to slow down after 
Sunday. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Warfield (Loew) (2,672; 50-65-90) 
“Speakeasy,” dialog (Fox). Went 
over very well; about $35,000. 

Granada (Publix (2,698; 35-50-60- 
$1) “Saturday’s Children,” dialog 
(FN). Grossed about $23,600. 

California (Publix) (2,200; 35-50- 
65-90) “Iron Mask,” sound (UA). 
Closed second week to about $17,- 
800. 

St. Francis (Publix) (1,375; 35-50- 
65) “Simba.” Second run on Market 
Street and started second week with 
about $10,100. 

Embassy (Wagnon) (1,367; 50-65- 
90) “Stark Mad,” dialog (WB). Be- 
gan a second week to fairly good 
business; about $10,000. 

Marion Davies (Wagnon) (1,250; 
50-65-90) “Sonny Boy,” dialog 
(WRB). First week of renovated 
house ran almost capacity; $15,000. 

Management of Columbia has 
closed with A. M. Bowles for en- 
gagement of “The Broadway Mel- 
ody,” which will open on Sunday, 
April 14. Negotiations are now in 
progress for “Show Boat,” which 
will follow early in the summer. 

Fred Geisee, route booking agent 
who has been confined to the hospi- 
tal for six weeks, returned to his 
desk in the Curran Theatre building 
last week. 
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L. A. Has Just Fair Holiday Week: 





“Wolf Song” at Par. Tops With $34,000 


“Coquette” Starts Solidly—State Brodies at $19,800 
—Sonny Boy” Quits to $16,200 
“ 





“WOLF” LEADS SEATTLE 
BY DOING $19,200 


“Good” $17,500 at 5th Ave.— 
“Kid Gloves” $8,400 on 2d 
Week—Orph $11,000 


Seattle, April 9. 
(Drawing Population, 500,000) 
Weather: Clear and Warm 

Passing of Lent and real mag- 
net at most houses meant bet- 
ter box office. Definitely announced 
the new Fox (formerly Mayflower) 
opens April 19 with Lew Golden 
manager, 15-piece orchestra, and 
“Broadway Melody” (M-G). 

“Wolf Song” lured at the Seattle, 
while the Fifth Avenue did great 
with “Why Be Good?” “Simba” was 
not so hot at the Coliseum and 
doubtful if “Sonny Boy” will be held 
three weeks at the Music Box. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Seattle (Pub.) (3,106; 25-60)— 
“Wolf Song,” sound (Par). Heavy 
advance billing helped; Public stage 
= rounded out good value; $19,- 

Fifth Ave. (Fox) (2,500; 25-60)— 
“Why Be Good?” sound (FN). Pretty 
hot and “Get Hot” phrase used 
heavily in advertising; stage show 
also very good; improved to $17,500. 

Coliseum (Fox) (1,800; 25-35)— 
“Simba,” sound (Ind). First time 
here at pop prices; roadshowed at 
Met.; cut considerably and liked, 
$7,000 and holds. 

Columbia (U) (1,000; 25-35)— 
“Women They Talk About,” dialog 
(WB). Good tone and Irene Rich 
has following; split week with “Red 
Hot Speed” (U); did $3,350. 

Biue Mouse (Hamrick) (959; 50- 
75)—"“Kid Gloves.” Second week 
and oke; $8,400. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (1,000; 50- 
75)—“Sonny Boy,” dialog (WB). 
Booked for run but will probably 
fold this week; “Rescue” (UA), next, 
to be followed by “Showboat” (U); 
$8,000. 

Winter Garden (U Chain) (650; 
25)—“King of Rodeo” (U)). Hoot 
Gibson whooping and hootin’; good 
draw for this clientele; girl revue 
and Tarzan serial as well as shorts 
big money value; $2,750. 

Pantages (1,500; 25-60)—“Younger 
Generation,” dialog (Col). Fair at 
$6,600. 

Orpheum (2,700; 25-$1)—“Office 
Scandal” (Pathe). Phyllis Haver 
featured in billing; biz fair; $11,000. 





Syracuse Has New 
High—$32,400, “Melody” 


Syracuse, N. Y., April 9. 
(Drawing Population, 220,000) 
Weather: Fair and hot 

“Broadway Melody” broke all 
Syracuse records when it rolled up 
$32,400 at Loew’s State. Five acts 
of vaude supplemented the film. 

First two days saw $12,000 pour 
in and the unprecedented business 
forced the house to four-a-day with 
five screenings of the feature. De- 
spite this, refunds were necessary 
—. for those who couldn't get 
n. 





State’s best previous week was 
$26,000. 

Two other main stem theatres 
enjoyed better than average patron- 
age during the week, ‘Weary 
River,” at the Strand, getting $10,- 
000, and “Canary Murder Case” 
(Par) doing the same figure at the 
Eckel. The former holds over. 

Empire tried “Dry Martini” and 
found it an absolute flop. Pulled it 
Monday and substituted “Riley the 
Cop.” “Napoleon’s Barber and 
“The Diplomats” (FN Short) out- 
drew the feature. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Loew’s State (2,908; 25-50) 
“Broadway Melody,” dialog (M-G). 
Knocked ‘em dead with a $32,400 
week; new high for town; forced 
to four-a-day, and still unable’ to 
fully accommodate the crowds. 


Strand (Ind) (1,600; 20-40) 
“Weary River,” dialog (FN). Did 
$10,000 in its first week; better 


than house has had in weeks. Holds 
over, 

Empire (Ind) (1,491; 25-40) Split 
week, “Dry Martini (Fox) flopped 
and gave way on Tuesday to “Riley 


the Cop” (Fox). House lucky to get | 


$5,000. 

Eckel (Shine) (1,446; 35). “Ca- 
nary Murder Case,” dialog (Par). 
Pulled $10,000, neat. 


Keith’s (2,514; 20-50). Another 


$14,000 week; bills not particularly j 


strong; 
State. 


benelited by turnaWway at 





Los Angeles, April 9 

(Grawing Population, 1,450,000) 

Weather: Mixed 

Couple of days of rain let down 
the post-Easter celebration. Top 
money on the week went to the 
Paramount with “Wolf Song,” Chi- 
nese running second again with 
“Broadway Melody” in its 10th 
week. Loew's Siate took it on the 
chin with “Fancy Baggage,” one of 
those early WB talkers. 

“Iron Mask” showed little let- 
down in its fourth week at the Car- 
thay Circle. “Speakeasy” got a 
fairly good start on an indefinite 
run at the Criterion, hitting ove 
$15,000. “Sonny Boy,” in its third 
and final at Warner Brothers, went 
into red on the stanza. 

“Hearts in Dixie” closed fouw 
weeks at the United Artists with 
house just about breaking even on 
final take. With Publix taking over 
the management, “Coquette” got off 
to flying start with a $5 premiere 
playing to $8,000 on its first per- 
formance. Looks like sure-fire b. o. 
bet here and likely to stay fouw 
weeks or more. “The Dummy” was 
oke at the Egyptian, while the 
Boulevard, with “Greyhound Lim- 
ited,” a Warner non-talker, was not 
so bad. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Boulevard (Fox) “Greyhound Lim - 
ited” (WB) (2,164; 25-50). This 
non-talker did remarkably well in 
this wired house which also has 
F. and M. “B” units on stage; $7,000. 

Carthay Circle (Fox) “Iron Mask” 
sound (UA) (1,500; 25-$1.50) (4th 
week). Fairbanks has natural in 
this one; hit better than $17,000. 

Criterion (Fox) “Speakeasy” dia- 
log (Fox) (1,600; 25-75) (1st week). 
Started fair and picked up as it 
+ along; on initial stanza $15,- 
00. 

Egyptian (UA-Fox) “The Dum.- 
my” dialog (Par) (1,800; 25-75) 
Better than expected; $10,200. 

Grauman’s Chinese (UA) “Broad - 
way Melody” dialog (M-G) (2,028: 
50-$1.50) (10th week). Managed to 
hold trade to high ebb of around 
$33,000. 

Loew’s State (Loew-Fox) “Fancy 
Baggage” dialog (WB) (2,242; 25- 
$1). One of those occasional dud 
talkers; lowered take to $19,800, 
red for the house. 

Paramount (Pub) “Wolf Song” 
sound (Par) (3,595; 25-75). Clicked 
on all cylinders; near $34,000. 

United Artists (UA) “Hearts ir. 
Dixie” dialog (Fox) (2,100; 25-$1) 
(4th week). For final week trad 
slackened to $10,100; “Coquette” 
(UA) opened at $5 top to $8,000 and 
trade big from then on. 

Warner Bros., “Sonny Boy” dia- 
log (WB) (2,756; 25-75) (3d week) 
Trade slacked off on getaway week 
final being around $16,200; “Desert 
Song” (Wk) opened Monday night 
to capacity at $5 tax. 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Carl Laemmle, Sr, 
Jack Ross, 
Charles Christie. 
Ronald Colman. 
W. Ray Johnston. 
Chester Morris. 
Nat Ross. 

Grant I. Cook. 
Abe Meyers. 
Florence Straus. 
Maurice Fleckles. 
Rowland V. Lee, 
Clive Brook. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Leo Morrison, 

J. Keirn Brennan, 
Jack Mills, 

Ruby Keeler. 
Richard Boleslavsky. 
Artour Richman. 
E. C. Mills 
Vinton Freedley. 
Harry Jolson, 
Mrs. Harry Jolson. 
Al Herman, 
William Boyd. 
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Charlie MacArthur wrote the great 
Belasco hit ‘‘Lulu Belle’’, with 
Edward Sheldon. He wrote “The 
Front Page’? with Ben Hecht. He 
is a master of color, of glamor, of 
climax... .ashowman-writer down 


to the ground. He is at work on 
‘‘GOLD COAST” for Radio 


























RADIO HAS SIGNED THE WORLD'S GREATEST PLAY. 
WRITING TEAM TO CREATE STORIES FOR ITS COMING 






SUPER-ATTRACTIONS. 
PICTURES With an unfailing sense of showmanship, Hecht and MacArthur 
ay Ary have written more big-money stage hits than any other contem- . 
, porary dramatists. Aw 


RKO DISTRIBUTING CORPORATION 
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Ben Hecht’s writing genius is at its 
peak today. He wrote the sensa- 
tional screen smash “Underworld”. 
He collaborated with MacArthur on 
“The Front Page’’. He is perhaps 
the greatest writer of punch Idia- 
logue....in novel, play or scenario. 


He has just completed HIS GREAT- 


EST STORY, “Upperworld,” for 
Radio Pictures. 
f 

















OVC GL REAAAAL ARAL . 








Their “THE FRONT PAGE” smashed New York a resounding 
wallop last August and still packs ’em n....- the greatest news- 
paper drama of all time. 


NOW, MORE THAN EVER, THE PLAY’S THE THING ON 
t THE SCREEN, AND RADIO SIGNS THESE YOUNG TITANS 
4 OF THE DRAMA WHEN THEY ARE AT THEIR BEST! 


RKO DISTRIBUTING CORPORATION 
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Amusement Stocks Again 


Walloped in Quotations: 
New Lows for 29 Yesterday 





Prices of amusement stocks broke 
into new low ground all along the 
line, in some cases busting through 
the bottoms of the December break. 
At yesterday's lows months of 
upward progress was cancelled. 
Money jumped to 10 per cent. on 
heavy calling of loans. 


There was no exception to the de- 


cline, although Paramount made 
the best resistance when pressure 
was at its worst. This film issue 
has behaved much better than its 
allied shares right along and from 
yesterday's performance ought to 
be in good position when and if the 
advance is resumed. 

Lows for the session were 61% 
for Par; 97 for Warner (repetition 
of its bottom in the erash of three 
weeks ago); 59% for Loew (almost 
the very level from which it 
started to climb during the Fox 
eampaign for open market stock), 
and Fox, 82%, brand new low since 
the issue got out of the doldrums 
more than a year ago. 

Almost nothing escaped. - Pathe 
which has been supported and 
which drew little short selling be- 
cause of its low price was done at 
9% for the common and 20 for the 
“A” shares, while Shubert, after 
going dull in the first two. hours, 
gave way precipitately. On sales 
of a thousand or so it slipped by 
fractions from 57 to 55% and 
showed no signs of recuperative 
powers. 

Warner Below Par. 


At least Warner Bros. made some 
show of opposition. It held a frac- 
tion over par until nearly 2 o’clock 
but when concentrated selling came 
in gave way easily to below par. On 
the late rally it was back to flat 
par, net off 2 points. 

Perhaps the worst hit outside of 
Fox was Radio-Keith. Kk did not 
approach its low of the late March 
break to 19, but it retreated little 
by little to 245%, significant because 
the decline was result of unrelent- 
ing pressure and not the outcome 
of panicky selling such as the 
previous crash. 

Sales were in moderate volume 
for the most part and bulls had to 
take what comfort they could get 
from that circumstance. Little 
enough in a survey of the situation. 
Money which had dropped as low as 
5 per cent. outside on Friday had 
recovered to a renewal of 7 yester- 
day and then climbed to 10, Ten is 
moderate as the market regards 
such things these days, but the fee}- 
ing was that the slow hardening of 


Summary for week ending Apri) 6: 














@ | 
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Yesterday’s Prices 
Leading Amusements 
Sales. High. Low. Last. Chg. 
500 Eastman..172 170% 170%—4% 
6800 Fox ...... 85% 82 83%—1%e 
5600 Loew . 61% 58% 0%— % 
9200 Par ..... 63 61% 62%— % 
6500 Pathe Ex. 10 92 Me— % |, 
3700 Radio 97% 92% 93 —3% 
14900-R-K-O 27% 24%  25%2—1'2 
700 Shub .... 57% 55%  56%— % 
17300 Warner ..102% 97% 100 —2 
1 . 
credit terms was merely a fore- 


taste of what was to come. State 
income taxes and seasonal trade 
disbursements, besides the approach 
of the season for heaviest demands 
for funds on the part of business, 
all conspire to cut down the volume 
of credit available for trading pur- 
poses. : 

Bank in Command 


Much more important, of course, 
is the fact that the Reserve Bank 
now seems definitely to have the 
situation in hand and disposed to 
push the issue. It can scarcely do 
otherwise. Warnings over the past 
two years that have been blandly 
ignored at best or openly flouted 
have put the central banking offi- 
cials in a position where they are 
compelled to defend their authority 
or sacrifice all prestige. 

The situation strikes with partic- 
ular severity upon the amusement 
stocks for a variety of reasons. 
First is that the group has not and 
never had the friendship of invest- 
ment buyers, and when the whole 
market structure is threatened they 
feel the pressure first and most 
drastically. There is heavy financ- 
ing ahead for both Fox and War- 
ners and the operation in Loew of a 
few weeks ago has done neither that 
stock nor the whole amusement sec- 
tion any good. 

R-K Vulnerable 
Position of Radio-Keith is well 





known. Its drastic break to 19 in 
March and subsequent failure to 
rally has been another element in 
alienating partisans who at one 
time looked for something from the 
Radio association. Radio was off 
yesterday from 96 to around 92, as 
its powerful pool stood aside and let 
it drift. 

Future offers very little on the 
long side, except possible narrow 
profits from alert traders willing to 
take a small turn. Anybody who 
buys stock at this time for any long 
pull is simply laying down a bet 
that some miracle will bring about 
the defeat of the Government 





through the Reserve Bank. 


STOCK EXCHANGE 


——1929—~ 







High. Low. Sales. Issue and rate. High Low Last chee, 
41% 32% 1,700 American Seat (3).............-- 28% a5 254 —I% 
28% 25 3,600 Consol. Film pfd. (2).....ssseees 2% 26 26% + % 
194%) 172 700 Eastman Kodak (8).........++: © 177 175% 175% 3% 
$4}. 60% 19,700 Loew (8)......ccccce: bvdenccdiws - 645% 62 62 —2% 
120%, 98 ee ei RO ae Te 100 98 100 +1 
26% ae EMER o doviaeenesane isons oceest: ee 27 27 —1% 
138 9% 700 Do pref. (7)....... Sekaesa 99%, «8 98 
43%, 2 800 Stanley of AM....ccscccees 301% 29 29 -1 
101 Re : 22,200 Fox Clase A (4)....cccccecee ececce 89% 8556 86% —35% 
24 18% 3,500 Madison Square Garden (2)....... 21% 19% °*20% + % 
27 24 600 Met.G.-M. pref. (1.89).........005 26 26 26 
467% 19 aS nll aa Ae aR Sen, SN oie eooce OG 27% 27% —2% 
109%, 68% i ee CO. gos ddeeuta ccdegee 104% 9544 99 —T2 
43% 12% , 2160 Motion Picture Cap........... we. =387% 35% 35% —1% 
oa pigs 57,600 Paramount-Fam-Lasky (3)....... 66 63 68% —2% 
7s 43,400 Pathe Exchange...............0: e oes 9% 10 —% 
30) 19% Se, SO RE Bee. cuswedenseeeses 23 19% 204 + % 
asi 54 5,500 Shubert (5).......+++. | SERS i 57% 58 —5% 
= 84% _ 100 Universal pref. (8)...... eevcceces %% 8% 96 + % 
% OTe. WONG IEG oo. Fie. v. ccs ccccnncnes 107% «1 104% =—4% 
59% 4h 8,700. Do pref. (2.20)......0.. acavac.. Oe 4514 46% -—3% 
CURB 
19 5 37,800 Acoustic Prod........... 8 7 — % 
26 18 11,800 Con. Film Ent........ PORES 5 ont oe 44 — % 
31%, “9 BS er eee cocceceee Sl 29 30% —1% 
26% 16 13,300 De Forest Radid....e.cssseees eve 19% 17% 1%, —l% 
sie 28 $2,700 Fox Theatres....... sececccececess 29% 28 28 ng 
49), 28 i CO ME. ccdedecesicccccccedens’ 31 30 30 — % 
13% 7 7,300 Natl The. Sup....... pevesdverece 12% 12% +1% 
BONDS 
97 9242 S1.000 Meith @a °46..cc.-cccccece spate: 93 % 93 
124 110, Of ee Ee eee evove Se 110% 112% +2 
1001, 97 See. SOO WMD. |. icv ccsceanes tia. <a 7 97% + % 
4 78 meee Pathe FS, "RF... .cceccese axeeee os 78% 79 —% 
100%, % 93,000 Par-Fam-Lasky 6'8, '47.....000-+ 99% 985 9% —% 
91% 2 40,000 Shubert 6’8........+-.2% aioeers a 82%, 82% —1% 
26 16% tty MEL, C; oe snk bbe vas sacacdenn 26 -” 24 +1% 
® Ex-div. 
ISSUES IN OTHER MARKETS 
All Quoted for Monday 
Over the Counter 
New York 
Quoted in bid and as<ed. 
28 32 ‘ Roxy. Clase A (3.50). .....--eeuee es 
ao 34 EE ee are ry ir ee 
Bh, 414 ys ES Or Se re 
3 5 ccoe DO Forest PHONO... cocsiscorsecsce ‘ 
24% 2 Technicolor . . ..cceccs-cccsesecce e 
Chicago 
° ° Balaban & KatZ.....c-ccscscsece ee 76 
Los Angeles 
‘ 20 Roach, Inc...... se seeees 17 7 “ 
Montreal 
ee ee 114 Famous Pilayert......-..eccceseee 50% WO% 50% 





PICTURE GROSSES 


$38,900 BIRTHDAY FOR 
MINN.—STATE $12,000 


“Bellamy Trial,” Orph, $16,- 
| 000—Pan $6,500—Had 
Easter Blizzard 


[ 
| 





Minneapolis, April 9. 
(Drawing Population, 500,000) 
Weather: Fairly Favorable 

Minnesota again occupied the cen- 
ter of the local spotlight last week. 
House celebrated its first anniver- 
sary and the public turned out as 
paying guests. Gift from theatre- 
goers aggregated some $18,000, that 
amount representing the net profit 
on the $40,000 for the week. If it 
hadn’t been for a blizzard Easter 
Sunday the theatre's record, $43,700, 
might have been equalled. 

Considerable showmanship for the 
celebration, the boys actually induc- 
ing Mayor Leach to issue a proc- 
lamation “urging” all citizens to at- 
tend. Picture was “The Wild 
Party.” 

Despite the stiff Minnesota com- 
petition and the bad start due to 
the blizzard, Hennepin-Orpheum 
also enjoyed a nice week at around 
$16,000. Magnets were “Bellamy 
Trial” and good vaude. “Divine 
Lady,” at the State, caught com- 
ment that was favorable and had 
fair week. 

“Scarlet Seas” boosted the aver- 
age Lyric takings and the Strand, 
along with the Grand, was back 
to second loop runs. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Minnesota (F. & R.-Publix) (4,- 
200; 75) “Wild Party” dialog (Par) 
and Publix unit. Splendid show in 
celebration of first birthday, anni- 
versary being made a gala event 
by corking publicity; Clara Bow 
leading card here but her first 
talker did not meet with general 
favor; $38,900, one of biggest weeks 
in theatre’s history. 

State (F. & R.-Publix) (2,300; 60) 
“Divine Lady” sound (FN) and 
stage show. One of leading critics 
called picture “dreary,” but fans 
liked it; helped by word of mouth. 
Show as whole pleasing; around 
$18,000. 

Hennepin-Orpheum (R-K-O) (2,- 
890; 50-60) “Bellamy Trial” dialog 
(M-G) and vaude. Best show in 
weeks; vaude great improvement 
and picture exceptionally well liked; 
despite Sunday drop, due to bliz- 
zard, above $16,000, considered good. 

Pantages (1,600; 25-50) “Younger 
Generation” dialog (Col). and vaude. 
Pleasing show, but nothing on 
screen or stage meant anything to 
box office; around $6,500, good 
enough under circumstances 

Lyric (F. & R.-Publix) (1,300; 335) 
“Scarlet Seas” sound (FN). Bar- 
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Indies on Broadway 





Independent pictures haven't 
a chance for a Broadway show- 
ing in any of the houses at the 
present time, even for a week's 
stay, unless willing to rent free 
of charge or guarantee the re- 
turns. 

Roxy pays from $2,500 to 
$3,500 for independent pictures, 
but the distributors get noth- 
ing because a condition of this 
arrangement is that the dis- 
tributors must spend all rental 
money in additional advertis- 
ing. Fox pictures are booked 
into the Roxy at a flat rental 
of $20,000 weekly and more. 

Colony will not pay for pic- 
tures and for a showing at the 
Embassy the distributors must 
guarantee a $5,000 rental. 
Cameo, on 42d street, requires 
a guarantee of $4,000 weekly. 

Paramount and Capitol al- 
low a fair rental for pictures 
accepted, and a _ percentage 
over a specified gross, but the 
Paramount and M-G-M fea- 
tures booked into these houses 
steadily rarely allow for inde- 


pendents, 
Strand is overloaded with 
Warner and First National 


products. Other theatres are 
run houses only. 


4 PITT HOUSES REACH 
$119,650 EASTER WEEK 


Pittsburgh, April 9. 

(Drawing Population, 740,000) 

Smoky City went crazy last week. 
There hasn’t been six days business 
like it since Hector was a minnow. 
With four outstanding b. o. draws, 
movie mobs Monday noon had traffic 
tied up in four different spots and 
police reserves were called. And 
biz, for the most part, kept up 
throughout the week. 

“Broadway Melody” was the real 
sensation, claiming around $28,656 
at the Aldine for a new record at 
the 25-35-50 scale. Seven shows 
daily, with hundreds waiting for box 
office to open each morning. With 
a new staff of ushers, house went 
nuts first day trying to keep lanes 
clear, but Tuesday saw some sem- 
blance of order. Weekend mob 
greatest this house has ever seen. 
Should stay at least four weeks. 

Lupe Velez, appearing in person at 
the Penn with “A Lady of the Pave- 
ments,” proved an ace stage draw 

















thelmess picture went across nice- 
ly; boosted average several hundred 
dollars; about $6,200. 


“Melody” Hits New Top 
Providence at $28,800 


Providence, April 9. 


(Drawing Population, 315,000) 
Weather: Fair 

“Broadway Melody” swept this 
town on a tidal wave last week that 
left everybody gasping. Not only 
did the feature break all previous 
records in Providence, but other 
exhibits admitted it put a dent into 
their biz. Picture holds over. 

Majestic and Strand both had 
good double feature bills but got 
= support for first three days 
only. 








Estimates for Last Week 
Loew’s State (3,500; 15-50)— 
“Broadway Melody,” dialog (M-G) 
and “Confession“ (M-G) short. Wow 
of a show and everybody for it; 
record at $28,800, and stays second 
week. 


Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-50)— 
“Synthetic Sin,” sound (FN) and 
“True Heaven,” sound (Fox).) 


Show liked and got fair support 
first three days; about $11,000, 
nothing to rave about. 

Strand (Ind) (2,200; 15-50)—“The 
Rainbow,” sound (T-S) and 
“Younger Generation,” dialog (Col). 
Slightly over $10,000, not so good. 

Victory (R-K-O) (1,600; 15-50)— 
“The Leatherneck,” sound (Pathe) 
and Raymond Griffith talking short. 
Liked but didn’t get support; near 
$7,500, light. 

Fay’s (Fay) (1,600; 15-50)—“Fu- 
gitives,” sound (Fox) and vaude. 
Picture brought no raves, but stage 
good; close to $10,500 fair. 

Albee (R-K-O) (2,500; 15-50)— 
“Michigan Kid” (U) and vaude. 
Conrad Nagel and Renee Adoree 
responsible for good biz; stock 
moves in next week; last vaudfilm 
show until next fall also helped; 
close to $11,500. 





Two-House Holdover 
Chicago, April 9. 

“Close Harmony” (Par) went into 
the Oriental this week following 
one week at the Chicago. 

First time B. & K. has ever 
moved a picture from one Loop 
| seven-@ay house to another. 





and attracted over $40,000. Dailies 
all found Lupe good copy with re- 
sult that house got some of its best 
publicity breaks of the year. 

It’s a question whether the Dun- 
can Sisters, on the stage, or “The 
Wild Party” (Par), Clara Bow’s first 
talker, can take credit for the Stan- 
ley hitting around $31,000. Took 
some courage bringing the Duncans 
in at $5,000 against Lupe Velez down 
the street, but it was a good move. 
Staff’s eyes popped out Monday 
afternoon when they looked at the 
box office lines. First time they’d 
seen anything like it since “Singing 
Fool.” 

At the Grand “Divine Lady” 
claimed in the neighborhood of $20,- 
000 for its first week. Picture ap- 
pealed to femmes and mats were 
bigger than usual, Not figured 
strong enough to last more than an- 
other six days, so Jeanne “agels in 
“The Letter” comes in next week. 
House seems to be doing fairly well 
with new run _ policy. Nothing 
extraordinary but takings satisfac- 
tory. Nice week even at Enright, 
Stanley-WB deluxe house in East 
Liberty, with Dick Powell stage 
show and “Scarlet Seas” (FN). Re- 
gent had “Canary Murder Case” 
(Par). Both houses owned and con- 
trolled by Stanley-WB and now 
they’re reopening the Liberty on a 
grind sound policy, giving them 
three houses within as many blocks. 
Doesn’t look like a strategic move 
since what biz the Liberty will get 
likely will be reflected at Enright 
and Regent. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Aldine (Loew) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
“Broadway Melody,” dialog (M-G). 
Smashed house record, getting $28,- 
650 with seven shows daily; some 
great exploitation with MHearst’s 
daily; critics ran out of superlatives 
and mobs had staff running ragged; 
crowds on several occasions got out 


of control, smashing doors and 
whatnot; looks set for a month. 
Penn (Loew-UA) (3,500; 25-35- 


60-75)—Lupe Velez in person and 
“Lady of the Pavements”.(UA) gave 
house abnormal business; gross 
placed at over $40,000; best draw in 
a year at this site. 

Stanley (Stanley-WB) (3,700; 25- 
35-60)—“‘Duncan Sisters on stage 
and Clara Bow’s “Wild Party,” dia 
log (Par) responsible for $31,000, 
best in long time: Bow big fav and 
may deserve credit for big opening 
though Duncans helped when word- 
of-mouth got around. 

Grand (Stanley WB) (2,000: 590- 
75)—"“Divine Lady,” sound (FN). 





Did nicely on first week at around 


$57,800; MET, $23,200 


Brooklyn, April 9. 

Despite the appearance of spring, 
the picture houses didn’t complain 
about business. The Fox, where 
they have discarded the presenta- 
tion policy and shoved in vaudfilm, 
has taken the borough by storm, 
Can’t get a seat here now unless 
you wait. Last week “Sin Sister,” 
weakish film but excellently sup- 
ported by the vaude array, including 
George Jessel. 

Paramount jumped to. $57,800, 
considered so-so for this house, with 
“Chinatown Nights,” which scribes 
tore the pants off of in reviews. 
Albee concentrated on the vaude and 
didn’t do so badly, while Loew's Met 
showed some energy and did better 
than usual on “Trial Marriage” and 
nice vaude. Strand remains quiet 
and uneventful. House moves along 
silently (with sound), playing pic- 
tures, and does well. Last week 
“Children of the Ritz” ought in 
$21,250, all right here. ¥ 

Estimates for Last Week 

Albee—“Shady Lady,” dialog (U) 
(3,248; 35-50-60-75). Van and 
Schenck headed bill; staged a real 
midget wedding one night, and at- 
tracted attention; $30,700. 

Fox—"Sin Sister,“ sound (Fox) 
(4,000; 35-40-50-60-75). House pros- 
perous now; vaude going over; 
George Jessel helped swell receipts; 
new manager, Edgar Wolf. 

Metropolitan — “Trial Marriage,” 
sound (M-G) (3,577; 35-40-50-75), 
Brought steady patronage at $23,200. 

Paramount—"“Chinatown Nights,” 
dialog (Par) (4,000; 35-50-75). Pic- 
ture aided materially by Paul Ash 
and some excellent exploitation; 
better at around $57,800, but not 
hot. 

Strand—“Children of the Ritz,” 
dialog (FN) (2,000; 25-35-50-60-75). 
House did fairly well for $21,350. 


“Wolf” $16,600, P'land: 
$13,000 for “Speakeasy” 


Portland, Ore., April 9. 
(Drawing Population, 310,000) 
Labor troubles at the Dufwin 
were settled last week, end “Dan- 
ger” was held for second 4veek. It 
had been planned to close"the house 
immediately. er 
Portland has launched a Greater 
Show Season, starting this week. 
Gag has usually brought returns in 
the past. “Broadway Melody,” 
United Artists, opened to great bus- 
iness, with last show starting after - 
10 p. m. Picture is booked for in- 
definite run. 
Estimates for Last Week 
Portland (Publix) (3,500; 25-60)— 








“Wolf Song,’ sound (Par). Went 
well for $16,600. 

Broadway (Fox) (2,000; 35-60)— 
“Speakeasy,” dialog (Fox). New 


York film a success; $13,000. 

United Artists ¢Parker-Fox) (1,- 
200; 35-50)—First week of ‘“Broad- 
way Melody,” dialog (M-G). Got 
away to great start and booked for 
indefinite run; $12,500. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (2,000; 25- 
50)—“Sonny Boy,” dialog (WB). 
Lacked smash appeal, but did well; 
$10,000. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (1,200; 

25-50)—“Captain Lash,” sound 
(Fox). Good action picture; $5,000. 

Oriental (Tebbetts) (2,700; 25-35) 
—‘“The Leatherneck,” sound (Pathe). 
Did $6,500, 

Pantages (Pan) (2,000; 35-56)— 
“Clear the Decks,” sound (U). Film 
feature for 25th anniversary bill of 
local house; $12,000. 

Hippodrome (Northwest) (2,000; 
20-50)—Pom Pom revue, with 16 
line girls, opened for first week mu- 
sical comedy tab; “Walking Back” 


on screen; $5,000. 
Dufwin (Duffy Players) (1.400; 
95-$1.25). Second week of “Dan- 


ger’; oke for $5,500. 


Chesterfield’s “Secrets” 

Chesterfield has placed the first 
of a contemplated series of eight 
talking features in production at 
Phil Goldstone’s Metropolitan studio 
in Fort Lee, N. J. It is called “The 
House of Secrets,” dialog adapta- 
tion by Adelaide Leitzhach and Sid- 
ney Skolsky. 

Cast includes Joe Striker, Marcia 
Manning, Elmer Grandin, Francis 
Verdi, Richard Stevenson, Harry 
Southard, Herbert Warren, Walter 
Ringham, Bill Cavanaugh and Ed- 
ward Roseman. Charles Van Ars- 
dale is directing. 

Biophone system of recording: 





“Show Boat” at Rialto, Wash. 
Universal has taken over 
Rialto, Washington, and will ré- 
open the house April 22 with “Show 

Boat” (U). 
House has been 
time. 


the 


dark for 


ename 


$20,000; fans seemed satisfied but 
Corinne Griffith doesn’t mean @ 
whole lot at box office here; not ?5- 
ured strong enough beyond two 
weeks so “The Letter” (Par) set for 
next Monday; mat trade ‘ 








keeping 
“Divine Lady” alive. 


PAR. B’KLYN UP FOR 
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CLASS OF SERVICE DESIRED 
OOMEST CABLE 
TELEGRAM FULL RATE 
CHECK. 


QAY LETTER DEFERRED 


MIGHT CABLE 
MESSAGE LETTER 
NIGHT WEEK END 
LETTER LETTER TIME FILED 
should check class of service 


Ou 
mn ; otherwise message will be 
transmitted as s full-rate 
mani 









































NEWCOMS CARLTON, PrestoenT J. C. WILLEVER, fimet VICE-PRESIDENT 
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CLARA BOW IN *THE WILD PARTY" BROKE HOUSE RECORD FOR ALL 
PLAYING TO CAPACITY 





TIME OPENING AT THE ROOSEVELT THEATRE. 
"CLOSE HARMONY" AT THE CHICAGO THEATRE FINISHED 














EVERY DAY. 
SUCH PHENOMENAL WEEK'S BUSINESS THAT WE ARE RUNNING IT SECOND 
WEEK AT THE ORIENTAL TO ACCOMMODATE THOUSANDS WHO WERE TURNED 
AWAY. THIS IS FIRST TIME WE EVER HELD OVER OR REPEATED A “CLOSE 
yy PICTURE IN OUR LOOP DE LUXE THEATRES A SECOND WEEK. HAR. 
a a LR MAX BALABAN _ NEON t 
rs -talki s 
TALKING picture aa singing all-da Bi 
*TheWild >Re ng , ncing. 
auth Party ‘By With Charles ““Bud- 
Yo or of “Flaming , a Rogers, Nancy 
gst Py ate “Sk oll, Jack Oakie, 
Doro y Arzn . . 6 eets”’ 2 
* and Harry ‘Coen 


Directed by John 


mwell and Edw. 
Sutherland. om 


7 W, 7 
picture hits of the hour—“THE WILD PARTY” and “CLOG Unione miggest talking 


see which will smash your box office record by the widest margin! —are running to 


“T 
record ; HE WILD PA .- 
apn i ; — sesetr in these theatres: Rialto, New York; Buffalo aac. ge rolled up 
Palace, Dall > ndianapolis; Ambassador, St. Louis; Minnesota Minna li * astman, Roch- 
» Wallas; Texas, San Antonio; Metropolitan, Houston: PP ie Pe is; Riviera, Omaha; 
, ’ 


Chattanooga; Riviera, Knoxville; Plaza, Asheville; Worth, Ft. Worth en ae 


ee 
CLOSE HARMONY” has knocked the 


box office records fo 
ra loop at the Granada, S i 
aed > , San Francisco; P 
ean ea Fegan Pond Sele Theatr Seti Fenway Bano ild ove 
about the only towns where the picture has be ar this i oe oe 


talkino attract; ‘ No matter which of these : 
t 
ions wins the race for records, they'll do bigger business Pris rae oe 
an any 


other talking pi 
picture on the market, BAR ! : 2 
talking hits produced fs t, NONE! And they’re typical of the week-after-week 
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THE SONG THAT PROVES THE PUBLIC DO£S BUY GOOD SONGS 
THE SENSATIONAL ENGLISH SONG IMPORTATION 


tL HAD YOU 


DON'T ASK US TO EXPLAIN WHY THIS EXTREMELY BEAUTIFUL FOX-TROT SONG 

CONTINUES TO GO INTO EDITION AFTER EDITION. ALL WE KNOW IS THAT 

IT'S “NO 1% FROM COAST TO COAST, AND THAT ON RECORDS,RADIO, SHEET 
MUSIC AND THE STAGE IT'S BREAKING ITS OWN RECORDS DAILY 


ORCHESTRATIONS AVAILABLE IN ALL KEYS 





DIFFERENT THEME SONG 
AND SENSATION 
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COUNTRY 
















% 


< 








Pn Le aes Een *, y 
PR A! SAGES eee stale ofa . ~ ag 


BB i Pee 





LUSIyV 
PUBLISHERS TO METRO-GOL? 







LOVE SONG 


SUNG BY RAMON NOVARRO IN 
THE METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYER 
SUPER~-SPECIAL 


“THE PAGAN’ 


A WINNER ON ITS 
OWN MERITS 
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Cee | “a might just as 
ffm in this hack as 
741m) «put inferior, old- 


ad ey : 
ei) Le. we’ = fashioned Talki 
FAS ois , 


into your house! 


SURE! They were great in their day! 

BUT old-fashioned now— 

M-G-M has ushered in the 

NEW era of talking pictures. 

LAY off the old stuff before 

YOUR public calls quits! 

GET M-G-M’s New, Big, Road-show-Size Talkies— 
FOR immediate booking: 





THE 


IDLE 
RICH 


THE 


BROADWAY 
MELODY 


THE TRIAL OF 


MARY 
m )efe7.y 


100% TALKING 100% TALKING 


TALKING, SINGING, 
DANCING 


THE TALKIES OF Fhe See 
THE INDUSTRY 


Based on the Broadway & 


Smashing Sell-out 
Road Hit “White Collars” 


at $2, Embassy,N.Y. 





With Charles King, Anita With Conrad Nagel, Norma Shearer, Lewis 
Page, Bessie Love. Direc- Bessie Love, Leila Hyams. Stone, H. B. Warner, 
ted by Harry Beaumont. From the play by Edith Raymond Hackett, 
Ellis. Directed by Directed by the author, 

William De Mille. Bayard Veiller. 
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Talking Shorts 








MME. MARION KURENKO 
M-G-M MOVIETONE 

9 Mins.; Songs 

Embassy, New York 

Chicago Opera soprano raffling 
off three numbers and averaging 
three minutes per warble. Too 
much. Corking piece of recording 
backed by a sightly set, and if this 
isn't the convincer on Marion's 
pipes there’s something wrong with 
the house wire. 

The madame doesn’t get too high 
to outdistance the mike, although in 
one or two spots there’s evidence of 
that instrument trembling from the 
vocal pressure. But the madame 
can sing, and for two instead of 
three numbers should be most ac- 
ceptable for the short programs at 
large. A trill from “Faust,” another 
song and finishing with “Last Rose 
of Summer” comprises the camera 
repertoire. Speaking of the opera, 
oke. Sid. 


“ODDITIES OF FASHION” 
PATHE-RCA PHOTOPHONE 
6 Mins.; Old Movies 
44th St., New York 
Great stuff. Consists of old nega- 
tives shot between 1897 and 1903. 
Costumes and manners of those or- 
ehid days excruciatingly funny. 
Synchronized with music and off- 
screen voice making wisecracks 
about clips. Fits perfectly. 


Human interest voltage on this 
one 1000 per cent. 

Produced for Pathe by Walter 
Futter. Land. 


“THE SWAN” 
PATHE-RCA PHOTOPHONE 
4 Mins.; Idyll 
44th St., New York 

Beauty for its own sake. Swans 
floating about serenely majestic 
upon a placid pond. Lovely photog- 
raphy developed on green tinted 
stock and synchronized with Saint 
Saens’ familiar and dainty melody. 

Introductory caption explains that 
this melody was withheld until the 
composer's death in 1921. 

For dressing a show and adding 
a touch of the idyllic this one can't 
be topped. Land, 


FRANCES SHELLEY 
VITAPHONE NO. 713 
7 Mins.; Songs 

New York, New York 


Miss Shelley scores from every 
angle in this brief, seven-minute 
talking picture appearance. She 
photographs attractively, sings well 
and seems particularly at home ina 
production of this sort, strumming 
a guitar and crooning her songs as 
if they were meant for eack. one out 
front separately. 

It’s the intimate, effective style of 
the night club floor, impossible if 
attempted from the stage in person, 
its only other possibie means of 
transmission to a large audience be- 
ing through the talking screen. It 
is a successful effort. 

Photographing as she does in. this 
instance, and with that kind of a 
voice, this little girl shouldn’t be 
long without recognition in feature 
length talkers. She measures up to 
all the requirements some of the 
companies have spent thousands for 
in tests. 

Got the audience here and in this 





CLARK and McCULLOUGH 
“The Music Masters” (Comedy) 
FOX MOVIETONE 
20 Mins.; 
44th St., New York 
More tomfoolery from this inimit- 
able pair. Brimming over with gig- 
gles and like the earlier ones in 
the series, should please al) and 
sundry. 
Differs from average talking short 
in telling a running story, using 
numerous sets and dofng it on a 
larger, more pretentious scale gen- 
erally. These shorts must repre- 
sent a considerable productien out- 
lay. 
Bound from an auction shop tot- 
ing a violin and a shot gun, Bobby 
and Paul are hailed by a butler on 
the outlook for musicians tardy in 
arriving at a fashionable musicale. 
They enter the swell hangout and 
stage a hokum musical recital to the 
amusement of the audience and the 
wreck and ruin of the gorgeous set. 
Helen Bolton, looking very spiffy, 
plays the distressed hostess, Story 
is credited to the comics themselves 
and directed by Harry Sweet. 
Can be featured on any marquee. 
Land, 
MILLER and LYLES (8) 
M-G-M MOVIETONE | 
12 Mins.; Comedy, Dancing 
New York, New York 


This is a colored male combo of 
high type, delivering the kind of 
lackadaisical, good-natured humor 
that is usually laugh-provoking. In 
style Moran and Mack resemble this 
team not a little, even to the extent 
in which the drawling threats are 
carried out by the taller of the two 
men, 

This particular presentation is not 
outstanding or even as strong as it 
should be to warrant a satisfactory 
spot. Subject is built up around a 
little skit entitled “The Mayor of 
Jimtown.” 

The new mayor, finding himself 
in the position merely through 
chance, starts off by getting every- 
body to salute him, including six 
stenographers in the offices, and an 
office boy. When he starts on the 
chief of police the trouble starts. 
The boys don boxing gloves and 
fight it out as a hoofing number. 
Suffering from lack of comedy 
chatter. A better, more closely knit 
routine would spell success. Mori. 


TIM McCOY 

FOX MOVIETONE 

10 Mins.; Songs and Talk 

Gaiety, N. Y. 

Screen cowboy hero revealed as a 
singer of range songs. Handles two 
cowboy ditties nicely in a light but 
melodious voice, but subject is killed 
off by inane talk. 

Scene shows group of cowpunch- 
ers gathered around camp fire. 
They’re riding the herd into Sho- 
shone to be shipped. Tim arrives 
from his riding trick and there is 
much kidding and chaffing back and 
forth. All hands are “riding” an 
elderly cow hand about his affairs 
with women. 

Presently Tim, apropos of noth- 
ing whatever, breaks into one of 
those doleful cowboy laments and 
sings four verses. More chaffing 
and he does a livelier tune, also 











house they don’t even applaud the 
American flag or the President. 
Mori. 


FRANK CRUMIT 
VITAPHONE NO. 727 
8 Mins.; Songs 
Central, New York 


Personality standout that can go 
on the preferred list. Crumit is a 
well-known vaudeville and produc- 
tion tenor with a breezy, agreeable 
style. 

It’s the way he does it, because he 
doesn’t do much of anything that 
can be reported. Uses uke guitar 
for his own accompaniment. Sings 
a lot of old ones. On one partic- 
ularly decrepit carol he gets into it 
far enough to start a laugh and 
then says: “I haven’t got nerve 
enough to sing that.” Perfectly 
timed and swelled the laugh to 
strong proportions. 

Having broken the ice and learned 
some of the things to avoid, Crumit 
ought to stand repetition. Land. 


Val and Ernie STANTON 
“Cut Yourself a Piece of Cake” 
VITAPHONE NO. 2536 

Song and Comedy; 8 Mins. 
New York, New York 


This is not a very strong program 
addition, though with the difficulty 
of arranging » good average bill of 
shorts at the present time it will 
do as a filler. 

Val and Ernie Stanton are doing 

what looks like a mixed vaudeville 
act in this record, without regard to 
picture house requirements, and it 
doesn’t click fully for that reason. 
Nut comedy chatter doesn’t rate 
arv laughs, and a good deal of it is 
too familiar as well as dull. 
» The boys are strong in the vocal 
department, straight and otherwise, 
and score easily with imitations and 
instrumental numbers. One of them 
plays the uke and for the finish the 
other accompanies on a mouth 
organ. 

Attractive quality of voices, added 
to effective style of comedy delivery, 
indications that this team couldn't 
miss with a revised comedy routine. 

Mori. 





plenty long enough. They talk more 
about what they'll do when they get 
to the settlements, and that’s ail. 
Aim was to convey an atmosphere 
study of cowboy life. Instead it’s 
just a movie time killer, except for 
the incidental interest of finding a 
dumb flicker hero a regular song- 
bird. That could have been accom- 
plished in much less time and cer- 
tainly could have been made better 
entertainment. Rush. 


X. COUGAT and GIGOLOS (11) 
VITAPHONE .NO. 2299 

12 Mins.; Band 

Brevoort, Brooklyn 

Cougat, violinist, formerly accom- 
panist to Caruso, has assembled an 
eight-piece band constituting a 
highly skilled, well-drilled group 
whose stirring numbers are topped 
only by Cougat’s solo efforts. 

All stringed instruments, no brass, 
with an impulsive, decided har- 
monica undertone which gives it a 
bizarre novelty which is pleasing. 

Following one or two band num- 
bers is a songstress, in Spanish, who 
scores strongly. After more instru- 
mental numbers a tango team ap- 
pears briefly, the band accompany- 
ing. 

Good support for any weak short 
program in need of bolstering. 

Mori. 


“MICKEY MOUSE” 
POWERS CINEPHONE 
9 Mins.; 

Disney Animated Cartoon 
Strand, New York 


Another of the “Mickey Mouse” 
series captioned “The Opery House,” 
from Walt Disney’s cartoonistic 
shop. The opery idea provides for 
a stage presentment of vaude bits 
effectively sounded. Sound accom- 
paniment has made the cartoon 
strips much more valuable. And the 
comedy point intended is more de- 
cided in the building. 

Some funny stuff here, especially 
the piano number which has the in- 
strument given the real pianner 
synchronization, surprising in com- 
parison with former silent strips. 





Mark. 


HAPPINESS BOYS 
M-G-M MOVIETONE 
8 Mins.; Comedy Songs 
Embassy, New York 

Vet pair, who have played every- 
thing, now add the screen to the 
curriculum. Billy Jones and Er- 
nest Hare, tenor and basso, blend 
comedy lyrics and figure to be par- 
ticularly effective in the sticks. 
Nick Grinde credited with the direc- 
tion of this short, which has a mite 
of production behiné it. 

Entrance is via cab and horse 
with Jones on the box. About three 
songs, one the auto horn melody 
which Cantor also did for the 
sereen, given a lift here by a quick 
shot of the horse expressing dis- 
gust. Both men in corresponding 
attire to the street set and vehicle 
using full views for the entrance 
and comedy exit, not a breakaway. 
Light, entertaining and showing 
some thought. Recorcing is smooth 
and should certainly delight the 
rurals. They liked it here, too, with 
the name of value because of the 
long commercial radio plug under 
the “Happiness” title. Sid. 


PATHE SOUND NEWS 
RCA PHOTOPHONE 
6 Mins. 
Jefferson, New York 

Three clips, but average better 
than average for this service. All 
topical, newsy and interesting, on 
photographic and on sound side. 
New Commander takes over army 
post of Fort Jay, N. Y. Predecessor 
administers the oath of allegiance 
before the garrison drawn up in re- 
view, and the band plays. Brief ad- 
dress by new commander, 
Start of Bunion derby from New 
York is a bit belated. Freshened 
up by brief humorous remarks by 
c. Cc. Pyle, who tells of the long 
grind and adds that everybody will 
hoof it except himself. 
Gifford Pinchot, former Governor 
of Pennsylvania, starts off on a trip 
to the South Seas commissioned by 
the Smithsenian Institute. Shown 
aboard his trim clipper-like 
schooner with his thildren compan- 
ions. Talks of realizing an old 
dream and tells of his plans, 
These three shots are genuine and 
the release is free from appearance 
of having been faked from silent 
records, sound added afterward. 

Rush 


MUTT and JEFF 
FOX MOVIETONE 
11 Mins.; Animated Cartoon 
Gaiety, N. Y. 


First of dialog arrangements for 
a cartoon series and a screaming bit 
of fun, in Fisher’s best rowdy man- 
ner. Done here in connection with 
premiere of Fox’s “Christina.” 

Mutt and Jeff go to rest in a 
haunted house. Mutt puts one over 
on Jeff by covering himself with a 
sheet.. Jeff gets hep to the decep- 
tion and burns. Next time a ghost 
confronts Jeff he can’t be fooled. 
He offers to shoot craps. Here's a 
panic. Jeff slides the bones, which 
take on legs and do a buck and 
wing before they settle into the 
seven natural, cleaning the ghost, 
which is a real spook this time. 

Goes into chase with Jeff and 
Mutt yelling in terror and fleeing 
from spooks and ends in an owl 
lunch where Jeff tries to spend the 
ghost’s money, only to have it turn 
to spook dough and float away. 

Unrestrained burlesque and very 
funny. Rush. 





TOPICS OF THE DAY 

RCA PHOTOPHONE (PATHE) 
6 Mins. 

Jefferson, New York 


Surprise. innovation for this fea- 
ture, Which formerly was the pro- 
jection of printed gags. Now they 
use the same frame, but the center 
is vacant until there appears in it 
the yeal actors who impersonate 
characters and they speak the lines 
of the gags, 

Here 14 gags were delivered in 
six minutes and brought steady 
laughs. Gags are shot swiftly. 
Here’s a sample. Two men leaning 
over a checked board. 

Straight—Pat, you ought to pull 
down the curtains when you kiss 
your wife. 

at—Why? 

Straight—I saw you kissing your 
wife last night. 

Pat—The laugh’s on you. 
I wasn’t at home last night. 
to the lodge. 

Material excellent for this release 
and registered. Never more than 
two people concerned in a gag and 
they are delivered quickly and ef- 
fectively. Immeasurable improve- 
ment over the old printed dud, and 
capable of building on the sound 
novelty and sparkle of material. 

Rush. 


Ha ha! 
I went 


A AND P GYPSIES (10) 
VITAPHONE NO. 

7 Mins.; Music 

Central, New York 

Radio band favorite but like others 
before it meaning little on Vita- 
phone. These band shorts are 
canned principally for the benefit of 
smaller towns where, it may be pre- 
sumed, this release will deliver sat- 
isfaction. 

It’s a moderate size band leaning 
to strings in instrumentation. Boys 
garbed in accepted idea of the way 
Gypsies dress. They celebrate the 
Atlantic and Pacific Tea Company. 
Should be sold on their radio rep. 
Numbers average without an out- 





standing sock, Land. 





FOX MOVIETONE NEWSREEL 
No. 27 A, B and C. 

27 Mins. 

Projection Room, New York 


High light is series of views of 
the Foch funeral ceremonies in 
Paris, 6 minutes, the shots being 
repeated identically in all three 
reels. Rest of the material thus is 
much reduced for variety. 


A 


Starts with the Foch funeral. Cor- 
tege moves up Champs Elysees to 
a position at the Are de Triomphe 
beside tomb of the Unknown Sol- 
dier. Camera angled to show flag- 
draped catafalque in foreground 
and vista through the arch to state- 
ly tree-bordered boulevard. Misty 
weather gives eerie effect to smash- 
ing bit of photography. 

Camera picks out notable person- 
ages for closeups, including Persh- 
ing, President Doumergue. Good 
variety of views of marching men, 
British grenadiers with the tall 
bushies, French troops with their 
tattered standards; Italian units 
with feathered hats. All accom- 
panied by funeral dirges by bands 
of all nations, sounds of hoof-clat- 
ter and thud of marching feet. 
Finale is revival of Marshal Foch 
making speech to American legion- 
naires during their visit to Paris 
two years ago. Geisel, camera; 
Woolley, sound. 

Elaborate record of wedding of 
Crown Prince Olaf of Norway and 
Princess Martha, niece of Swedish 
king. Progress of royal pair 
through crowded streets with 
banked up mobs cheering wildly. 
Close-ups of wedding pair as they 
leave church. Squires, camera; 
Mann. sound. 


Annual blooming of @herry blos- 
soms along the Potomac at Wash- 
ington. Procession of sight-seers 
and brief speech by member of Jap- 
anese legation. American flappers 
pose in frames of flowering 
branches and invite the world to 
visit the spectacle. Lillis, camera; 
Young, sound. 


Foch funeral shots repeated. 
Views at spring opening of racing 
season at Bowie track near Balti- 
more. Brief flash of crowd on lawn 
and then switch to finish of race, 
with excellent record of anguished 
voice of fan urging his choice on. 
Never failing kick of thundering 
hoofs as gee gees flash by. Young 
and Williams, sound; Lillis and 
Waldron, camera. 


Novelty for the femmes in style 
display by Chinese belles. Editorial 
note on screen explains that no. high 
easte Chinese girl has ever before 
appeared before camera. Here a 
niece of Alfred Sze, diplomat, acts 
as lecturer, while principal model 
is daughter of Tong-Shao-yi, pre- 
mier under Dr. Sun Yat-sen. The 
flap lecturer is a rave for looks and 
talks with fascinating awkward- 
ness, explaining how the Oriental 
belle tries to combine western and 
eastern modes, retaining the best 
features of both. Maybell, camera; 
Heise, sound. 


Three minutes in addition to the 
Foch funeral views. Opening event 
at the New York Velodrome, show- 
ing fast shots at Georgetti, United 
States bicycle speed champ, beating 
Hopkins in a motor-paced 10-mile 
competition. Roar of motorcycle 
and maneuvering of racers for top 
of banked track in preparation for 
sprint are interesting features. 
Hammond, camera; Walz, sound. 

Second lesson in how to manage 
an aeroplane. William Winston, of- 
ficial of Curtiss service, explains 
use of ailerons to bank machine on 
turns. He gives demonstration by 
means of a machine at rest on the 
ground, by working the ailerons 
during running talk. Rush. 





CODEE and ORTH 
“Stranded in Paris” 
VITAPHONE NO. 2798 
9 Mins.; Comedy Skit 
Strand, New Yerk 


Net one continual laugh here, but 
intermittent laughter that hinges en- 
tirely on the way an American tour- 
ist, heavy with jack and loose with 
its distribution, falls for a sob story 
in Paris. Ann Codee and Frank 
Orth start the short with talk in a 
Paris railway station, where Orth 
changes a $1,000 bill. A few laughs 
on Miss Codee’s French instructions 
to Orth, and Orth getting his money 
exchange bawled up. 

A change to a restaurant has 
Orth hearing another woman, a 
Philadelphian, tell of being penni- 
wens, and Orth slips her the bank- 
roll. 

Camera did some splendid work 
and the recording was almost fault- 
less. None of the word exchange 
was lost, and Miss Codee in partic- 
ular made her words stand out. 

Mark. 


LOCUST SISTERS (5) 
M-G-M MOVIETONE 
6 Mins.; Songs 
Lexington, New York 
Fem quartet, with a fifth at the 
piano for the number, doing six 
minutes of uninspired vocalizing. 
All wrong on makeup, appearance, 
formation, delivery and selections. 
Material is decidedly flat and fails 
to get any definite results owing to 
the musical arrangement. For the 
second number the girls line up in 





| one row. 


Limited possibilities, ' Mori. 





THE DESERT SONG» 


(MUSICAL-DIALOG) 
(Light Opera) 
Los Angeles, April 9. 
Warner Brothers present the first Vitae 
phone light opera from music by Sig. Rome 
berg; book by Otto Harbach, Laurence 
Schwab, Frank Mandel and Oscar Hammere« 
stein 2d; directed by Roy Del Ruth. Scee 
nario adaptation by Harvey Gates. Camera- 
Bernard 


man, McGill. Film editor, Ralph 
Dawson. World premiere at Warner Broth- 
ers’ theatre, Hollywood, April 8 Running 
time, 125 minutes. 

i Sn sccedacesotedss John Boles 
PNR Sacnsoretecoseebdcoces Carlotta King 
SER 0s duvehosesacocscecce louise Fazenda 
i? IRUlossastees cesuen eee Johnny Arthur 
General Bierbeau....... Edward Martindale 
cits dvdues toes tdehebaossanes Jack Pratt 
2 GO ea Robert E. Guzman 
Dats tdvebesescossnnseeeos Otto Hoffman 
CRPMROROING. cnccccccccecese «++++-Marie Wells 
Paul Fontaine..... eercecccaces John Miljan 
BOT cicceccessecee PYUTTTTITIL TTT Del Elliott 
MING Sat bancddas éhecieecesseess Myrna Loy 


Singing chorus of 100. 





Taking another step forward in 
the talking field by doing an oper- 
etta, following the story in detail 
and getting in the entire musical 
score and compositions, Warner 
Brothers have another box office 
winner. With the tuneful melodies 
being warbled throughout the screen 
version there is little doubt that the 
music may be more entrancing and 
seductive from the box office angle 
than the acting, the stage show did 
repeat after repeat on account of 
the tunes. Now, with the excellent 
synchronization of the tunes and 
the splendid voices of John Boles 
and Carlotta King carrying the 
major melodies, it is not unlikely 
that repeats will come in on the 
screen version too. 

The story follows the stage script 
religiously. It is not what might 
have been accomplished had picture 
license been taken, to which it would 
lend itself easily. The only depar- 
tures from the actual stage scenes 
are for those scenes naryated in 
dialog, such as the riding of the 
Riffs and desert perspectives, 

Story started off rather slowly 
with the unfolding of the identity 
of the red shadow by himself to his 
two faithful followers. A bit com- 
plicated in the unfolding of the love 
angles of Pierre as the shadow was 
known to his family, but straight- 
ened itself out after the picture had 
run for an hour. From then it ran 
along smoothly and with suspense, 
displaying a number of gorgeous 
scenes in which chanting was the 
principal ingredient. 

Through it all there is little of 
the romantic on the screen as the 
principal players were chosen more 
for their voices than for ability to 
act screen roles. Nevertheless, they 
carried the story through credibly 
and got in a few dramatic moments, 
The most dramatic scene with Mar- 
tindal and Miss Loy feeling their 
parts is the general sending the 
troops to capture his son. Again 
with the return'‘of Pierre and. the 
lifting of sadness from the father’s 
heart to the “I Love You” song, 
sung by Boles to Miss King for the 
finale. 

Mr. Boles and Miss King do ex- 
ceptionally well on the screen and 
though they may be more convinc- 
ing on the stage, their conceptions 
of the film characters are sincere 
and not flavoring of saccharine. Ar- 
thur as Benny Kid exceptional. 
Aided by Miss Fazenda he sup- 
plies the lighter moments. Jack 
Pratt as the pasha most convincing 
as wéll as disclosing a useful bari- 
tone voice for the screen. Marie 
Wells as Clementine, the Harem 
vamp, did a nifty bit with Guzman 
and Hoffman also doing okay. 

Picture cost nearly $600,000 and 
though the opening last night had 
$5 tab, looks with starting on sec- 
ond day of grind to be sure fire at 
the box office. 

Work of Del Ruth shows deft- 
ness and tact in holding down sit- 
uations and still telling a coherent 
and comprehensive story. Record- 
ing and photography excellent with 
color shots, though’ few, well chosen, 
especially the one of Boles leading 
the Riffts across the desert and 
chanting the love song. 

With this new departure in the 
films looks as though the way has 
been paved for more of the oper- 
ettas which can always meet fa- 
vor in the key centers and the 
provinces. 

“The Desert Song” should be @ 
box office mop up. Ung. 


ALIBI 


(DIALOG) 


Roland West production. 
United Artists, Story and dialog by Mr. 
West and C. Gardner Sullivan, based on 
play, “‘Nightstick,’’ by John Wray, J. C. 
Nugent and Elaine Sterne Carrington, 
Cameraman, Ray June. Musical score by 
Hugo Riesenfeld. No featured players. 
Opening April 8 at 44th Street, New York, 





Distributed by 


at $2 top. Running time, 90 minutes. 

No. 1065 (Chick Williams)...Chester Morris 
Buck Bachman........ Roeseue Harry Stubbs 
Daisy Thomas..... eebdeccutesee Mae Busch 
Joan Manning..... eeeeeesssBleanor Griffith 
Ns 45444 06 640655006660 ....Irma Harrison 
DORR BIOGEMM. 2. ccscccccess Regis Toomey 
BOW e ccc kcceccccccccesassnveccessosd Al Hill 
DT + Aes abauekevene James Bradbury. Jr. 
SES GMD. seb ccccccctesecs Elmer Ballard 
BUOOMs choses cesccce eseese--Kiernan Cripps 
ne ME, ocesceceense Purnell B. Pratt 
Tommy Glennon,.........e-+-: Pat O'Malley 
Sng odlh-s + 06000460080 DeWitt Jennings 
Geo. Stanislaus David....Edward Jennings 


Singers in Theatre..........ccecseesces 
Virginia Flohri, Edward Jardon 
Jolt-packed crook melodrama in 
dialog. Lots of reliable excitement, 
de luxe production values and gen- 
eral audience _ satisfaction. Can 
probably check respectable $2 runs 
in a few spots, and when arriving in 





the regular change parlors ought to 
(Continued on page 


23) 
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The 


Picture Business 
has just 


Started! 
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T.. DESERT SONG” will revolutionize the mo- 


tion picture business as we know it today just as 
Vitaphone revolutionized the motion picture busi-: 
mess as we knew it yesterday. 


FORGET anything you know about records, runs 
and receipts. 


FORGET anything you have learned about past 
performances. 


te SS OOO re OFS wre mei aoi Bas VGerwreet rFver@ge wn FF wore E we ewe SF 8S eeeellUW 


TELL your patrons that nothing they have ever 
seen im your theatre can begin to compare with 
what they will see and hear in “* THE DESERT SONG.” 


eo. 2oron 


MAKE them every promise you like, use all the. 
superlatives and adjectives that you can assemble 
together and “THE DESERT SONG” will still top 
your most extravagant promises. 





: THE PICTURE BUSINESS starts all over-again 
with “THE DESERT. SONG.” 
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‘in WHAT WARNER BROS. PROMISED cece WARNER BROS. HAVE DELIVERED? 
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THE BELLE 
OF THE BOX OFFICE 


RINGS THE BELL 
AGAIN! 


See and hear the golden lady, Dolores 
Costello—never more beautiful, never 
more fascinating, never more chic! A 
gorgeously mounted production—scin- 
tillating dialogue—delightful story— 
haunting melodies! ‘The Glad Rag 
Doll” is sure to make your box office 
happy! 


Story by Harvey Gates 
Scenario by Graham Baker 


Directed by 
MICHAEL CURTIZ 
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Publix Expanding on Coast and Will 





Build Frisco 5,000-Seater—Drop Units 





No Stage Shows Except in L. A.—Jump Units from 
Minn. and to Denver—New Oakland House 





Los Angeles, April 9. 
Publix is prepared to expand all 
along the Pacific Coast following 
the visit here of Sam Katz, head 


of that organization. New 5,000 
seater will be built on the present 
site of the St. Francis on Market 
street, San Francisco. Adjoining 
property to this house has been 
bought, which will give the theatre, 
to be a 13-story structure, a front- 
age on the main street of 175 feet. 
It is said plans are now being pre- 
pared by Rapf & Rapf in the east, 
with construction to start not later 
than June 1. 

Ted Bullock, of Rapf & Rapf, who 
is on this trip with Katz, also sent 
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Featured in Fanchon and Marco’s 


“BEAUTY” IDEA 


WEEK OF APRIL 12TH 
Warfield Theatre, San Francisco 
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word to the east to immediately 
send on plans for a 3,000-seat house 
to be erected in Oakland. No defi- 
nite word has been given as to 
just where this location will be. 
Katz is also negotiating to take 
over the Spreckels, now a San Di- 
ego legit house, to convert it to 
pictures. 

Katz is supposedly also prepared 
to build in Sacramento, San Jose 
and Tacoma. In all of these cities 
where Publix contemplates having 
theatres Fox is now operating. 

Abandoning Units 

Publix will abandon its units and 
stage shows in all towns along the 
Pacific coast, with the exception of 
Los Angeles, April 18. This was 
decided upon by Sam Katz, head 
of Publix, following conferences 
with Herman Wobber, who is in 
charge of the western division. 

Houses where presentations will 
cease are the Granada, San Fran- 
cisco; Portland, Portland, and Se- 
attle, Seattle, 

It is claimed by Publix officials 
that the theatres are primarily 
picture houses and that stage shows 
and m. c.’s have been of no benefit 
in drawing business. They state 
that with the coming of talking pic- 
tures a sufficiently interesting all- 
talker program, plus orchestra in 
the pit, and feature organists, will 
supply the necessary entertain- 
ment. 

It is understood that this move 
is being made as an experiment. If 
it should be successful Publix may 
extend its scope to other towns 
where stage unrts have not been 
successful at the boxoffice, 

Local Paramount will be the only 
Publix house on the Coast operated 
by Publix to get the units. Shows 











West Coast Motion Picture Directory of 
Directors and Writers 








Doris Anderson 





Paramount-Famous-Lasky 


Dialogue 





“Perche non i titoli illustrano 
gli uomini, ma uomini i titoli.” 


Dialogue by 


Malcolm Stuart Boylan 
FOX 
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DIALOGUE 
MALCOLM 
STUART 
BOYLAN 


FOX 
(Titular Bishops) 














HARVEY H. GATES 


WRITER 
WARNER BROS. 


“The Desert Song” 











Horace Jackson 


Writing for 
Pathe 
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BEN HOLMES 


Movietone Director 


Universal 











Byron Morgan 


Original Stories 
Current Release, “Flying Fleet” 











Sonya Levien 


Writing continuity on current 
Frank Borzage Production 


FOX 




















Sarah Y. Mason 


Adaptation and Scenario 


“The Broadway Melody” 














RALPHSPENCE 


DIALOGUE FOR M-G-M 











GEORGE SCARBOROUGH 


Consulting Dramatist 


United Artists 





JOHN GRIFFITH WRAY 


DIRECTING 


“DIVERSION” 


First National Vitaphone Special 











"Way Out of Sync. 


Chicago, April 9. 

Audience at the opening 
night of “Noah’s Ark,” at the 
Woods, Chicago, went into 
roars of laughter when the 
synchronization went wrong 
during a tough argument be- 
tween George O’Brien and 
Big Boy Williams. 

Instead of the husky voice 
of Williams, came the soft 
tones of Dolores Costello say- 
ing, “He said to xiss me again 
for France.” 











= 





are to jump here from Minneapolis 
and then return to east via Denver. 
“Monte Carlo,” which will be the 
unit closing at the Granada, San 
Francisco, April 18, will jump di- 
rect to New York. 


R-K-0 and Pan Deal 
Still Hanging "Round 


Radio-Keith-Orpheum and Alex- 
ander Pantages are still flirting. 

Though R-K-O is reported hold- 
ing an option on the Pan western 


circuit, nothing positive has been 
reported on the progress of the 
contemplated purchase, 

One story is that the deal awaits 
the return of David Sarnoff, 
chairman of the R-K-O board. He 
is due to reach New York Monday 
from abroad. 

Under the terms of the proposed 
deal, Pantages is to receive §$7,- 
000,000. Of this $1,000,000 will be 
paid in cash by R-K-O and the 
other six raised by Joe Toplitsky 
on the coast, R-K-O to guarantee 
everything, besides assuming mort- 
gages on the Pan _ properties 
amounting to around $2,400,000, 


Sign Battle On 


Chicago, April 9. 

Thomas E. Maloy, head of the 
local operators’ union, also inter- 
ested in the White Way Sign Serv- 
ice company, has filed a libel suit 
agains the Wagner Sign Service, 
Inc., asking $100,000 damages. 
Action is an offshoot of charges 
made against Maloy and the White 
Way company claiming coercion of 
theatre owners and other users of 
electric display signs to break con- 
tracts with the Wagner firm. As 
a further result of these charges 
the Electrical Workers’ union has 
placed the Wagner company on the 
unfair list, 

















Chicago, April 9. 

Local booth operators will hold 
their annual bal] at the Trianon 
ballroom May 5. Union recently 
raised its sick benefit from $20 to 
$30 a week, maintaining this fund 
mainly from the proceeds of this 
yearly affair. 





Cohen East 


Los Angeles, April 9. 
Louis Cohen, in charge of theatre 
operation for Universal, is en route 
to Seattle. 
From there he goes to New York, 
where he will make his future head- 
quarters. 


NO INDICTMENT YET 


But Attorney Gen’! Will Ask Grand 
Jury to Name Fox Records 








Los Angeles, April 9. 

John Harland Amen, special as- 
sistant to the U. S. Attorney Gen- 
eral, did not take the contemplated 
action regarding indictment of Fox 
Coast theatre officials for failing to 
allow the government access to its 
records last week. 

It is understood he will present 
to the U. S. Grand Jury a number 
of witnesses next week in an in- 
vestigation to ascertain what rec- 
ords are wanted so that body can 
order them turned over to the rep- 
resentatives of the Attorney Gen- 
eral. Report is that a large num- 
ber of picture theatre operators and 
others interested in theatres will be 
summoned before the Grand Jury 
to ascertain the records it will re- 
quire. Also whether an indictment 
shall be brought against the theatre 
operators. 


“B’way” and “Show Boat” 


If Carl] Laemmle, Jr., decides that 
“Broadway” is to have a summer 
Broadway showing, it’s going to 
shift Universal's “Show Boat” 
around. 

Latter film is due at the Globe 
April 17 with “Broadway” sched- 
uled to have its New York premiere 
within the same walls. This would 
move “Show Boat” elsewhere. It 
may go to the Colony to run for as 
long as it can at $2, twice daily, 
and then switch to a grind in the 
same house, 

Should the decision be to send 
“Broadway” in, “Show Boat” will 
stay five or six weeks at the Globe 


before moving, according to present 
plans. 











Horne Resigns 


Los Angeles, April 9. 

Hal Horne, for the past six 
months managing director of the 
United Artists theatre, has resigned 
and will quit show business. Horne 
owns considerable acreage in the 
Mojave desert and plans to en- 
gage in the production of fertilizer 
on a large scale. 

Charles Kurtzman, city manager 
for Publix in San Francisco, re- 
places Horne. 





Chicago, April 9. 

With B. & K. operating the 
United Artists on a 50-50 basis, 
William Rudolph continues as man- 
ager and A. L. Burks, p. a., goes 
into the B. & K. press department 
besides continuing exploitation for 
United Artists. 





Pitt Stanley Goes Unit: 
Using Mastbaum’s Shows 


Pittsburgh, April 9. 

Stanley, Warners’ de luxe down- 
town house, inaugurates a new 
stage policy next week, bringing 
units direct from the Matsbaum, 
Philadelphia. 

Local house has added complete 
new: technical and directorial staff 
to work with the new policy. Per- 
manent choir of 32 voices now be- 
ing organized under direction of 
Frank Rebka, while ballet has been 
increased to 24, with Frank Mas- 
ters in charge. New stage equip- 
ment has been acquired and is now 
being installed. 

Stage band being organized from 
pit men, David Broudy remains 
as pit director and may also go on 
stage. 


DROPS PRESENTATIONS 


Los Angeles, April 9. 

With tthe abandoning of stage 
presentation at Warner’s theatre 
here, Larry Ceballos goes to that 
company’s studio to stage musical 
numbers for Vitaphone productions, 
If the Warner resumes stage 
presentations, Jack O’Donnell, for- 
mer assistant to Ceballos, will di- 
rect. 
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Horace Heidt’s 
Californians 


STARTING A 


FANCHON AND MARCO 


ROUTE APRIL 4 











MARTIE 


MARTELL 


FEATURED SONGSTRESS IN 
PUBLIX UNIT, “BUBBLES” 














GENE 


SHELDON 





Seeing the World with Mr. Publix 

















STUDIO ENDS 


Same on the new Bell & Howell spool 








EASTMAN, DUPONT, AGFA—STRAIGHT OR PANCHROMATIC 
35 MM. 


100 foot Rolls, 10 feet Black Leader each end ...........cccusccucees eeoce 
100 foot Rolls, 10 feet Black Leader each end (on spoo)).... 


200 and 400 foot Rolls, 2%c per foot 
17% foot pieces for Septs, 3 for $1, 7 for $2, 15 for $4 
35 foot pieces in individual cans, 1 
White Negative Leader, 


ALL FILMS SHIPPED C. O. D. 


FRED C. 


Negative Stock Library 
1426 Beachwod Drive, Hollywood, Calif. 


ONLY , 
TESTED AND MADE INTO 


c foot in 1,000 foot lots only 
2.50 per 1,000 feet 


DAWES 














The Sun Never Sets On the Foster Girls 








WANTED! 


Girls Who Do Toe Dancing 








CARGILL- SANDERS 


BOOKING AIPAESINTA VES 














4860 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 








TELEPHONES ~ SUS. 0790, TRA.73527 FOREIGN REPRESENTATIVE 


CLINTON E.LAKE 


GENERAL MANAGER 








HARRY FOSTER 


32 Shaftesbury Ave. 
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h! Boy! What a jolt this 
man handed Broadway 

we Monday Night 
April-8th 
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“Attaboy! 
1 Roland 
West | 


Producer and 
Director of 
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= ALIBI" now the greatest 
$2.00 top picture in N. Y}, 


One of the most frankly exciting . 
dramatic efforts the new audible 
medium has yet devised. A highly 
suspenseful melodrama. 
Richard Watts, Jr., 
HERALD-TRIBUNE. 















“Alibi” easily takes its place to- 
ward the top in its lines. The best 
the stage or screen has offered in 
its recent era of crime and punish- 
ment. It holds you. Thrilling. 


John S. Cohen, Jr., THE SUN. 


Here is a picture you just cannot 
miss. From viewpoint of dramatic 
construction, the most commend- 


_ A crackerjack thriller. “Alibi” 
is so tense, so full of gripping drama 
it makes one grasp his theatre 


seat and absolutely shiver with ex- 
ry ara You’re going to go strong 
or it. 


Irene Thirer, DAILY NEWS. 


able talking picture to date. You'll 
find yourself teetering upon the 
edge of your seat.” 


George Gerhard, EVE. WORLD. 


















It’s a great show. “Alibi” definite- 
ly sets a standard for entertain- 
ment. “Alibi” is distinctly worth 
seeing. 

Rose Pelswick, EVE. JOURNAL. 


It is a knockout. Rialto Cheers 
Thriller. Deserves a long and 
Prosperous career on Broadway. 


Katherine Zimmerman, 


EVE. TELEGRAM. 


“Alibi” is a picture you will want 


By far the best of gangster films. to see. It’s batting average was 99 
Realism and genuine thrills in per cent. Thrills and underworld 
latest talking crook melodrama. tale. 


F, Mordaunt Hall, N. ¥. TIMES. Lois Bull, EVE. GRAPHIC, 


The 2nd Big UNITED ARTISTS 


Hit on Broadway. 
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Presented by 
Joseph M. Schenck 





From the play “Nightstick” by John Wray, JC. Nugent, Elaine Sterne Carrington 
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FILM REVIEWS 





ALIBI 


(Continued from page 16) 
pile up the kind of grosses other 
smash melodrams have achieved in 
last couple of seasons. This is a hit. 


From the human interest stand- 
point picture belongs to Chester 
Morris, virile stage juvenile. He 
comes as a welcome variance from 
the pretty boys. And he can troupe 
like the old days. In this picture he 
is a cruel, cold-blooded gangster, 
quick to let ‘em have the works. 
When he starts to play more sym- 
pathetic roles he should develop as 
a general fav. 

“Alibi” starts out to give the cops 
the losing end of an expository tract 
on brutality. It winds up by hint- 
ing that the gendarmes have to be 
tough. Morris impersonates a 
clever young rodent with the in- 
stincts of a Chinese brigand. Quick 
to shoot when his adversary’s back 
is turned, he is a sniveling, grovel- 
ing, contemptible coward when cor- 
nered himself. Without stressing 
the moral, picture is dedicated to 
the proposition that the man with 
a gun is a dirty name to start with 
—and was born that way. 

There are loose ends and desul- 
tory passages in “Alibi,” but in gen- 
eral it has the tempo of a Missouri 
breeze and is punched with some 
gripping sequences. Third degree 
stuff is pregnant with melodrama. 
Police atmosphere and detail have 
realism and the ring of authenticity 
Strong climax illustrating the 
spineless character of the gangster. 
Cop fires blank cartridges, with the 
gangster fainting, although un- 
touched and uninjured. 

Acting is generally good, with 
another newcomer, Regis Toomey, 
attracting attention as a young de- 
tective. He is suggestive of James 
Murray, the ex-usher who for a 
time was under contract to M-G-M, 
but Toomey is a far better actor, 
having been in the legit. 

Fleanor Griffith, a blonde, is also 
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and 


PAYEE 


Now on Balaban & Katz’s 


“SHOW BOAT” 


A Publix Unit’’ 


(Proteges of Ed Lowry—Thanks, 
Ed; You, Too, Jackie) 


Direction WILLIAM MORRIS OFFICE 

















IRVING ROSE 


KRAZY ELBOW DANCER 
Week of April 12, Capitol, Salt Lake 
Featured by FANCHON and Marco 











a recruit from the speaking stage. 
Her performance is okay but not 


distinguished. Her face in anima- 
tion photographs well, but in repose 
not as strong as might be. 

Pat O'Malley as a quiet-spoken 
sergeant of detectives, and Purnel! 
B. Pratt both stand out as prefer- 
ential lent for talkers. Elmer 
Ballard as a hophead gangster did 
a fine bit of character work. Irma 
Harrison was cute in a bit as a cafe 
entertainer. 

Roland West, who finances, pro- 
duces and directs his own pictures. 
is the only entirely independent pro- 
ducer releasing through United Ar- 
tists. He can sleep in peace in the 
security that his investment is safe 
and his picture there. Land. 


HIS CAPTIVE WOMAN 


(HALF DIALOG) 
National production and _ release. 
Starring Milton Sills with Dorothy Mac- 
kaill. Disk recording. Directed by George 
Fitzmaurice, Story by Donn Byrne, adapt- 





First 





ed by Carey Wilson. Cameraman, Lee 
Garmes. At the Central, N. Y., for twice 
daily run at §$2, starting April 2. Run- 
ning time, 92 minutes, 

FR ee a Milton Sills 
BE BWORa céccbtivecced Dorothy Mackaill 
Alastair GeVries..cccccccses: Gladden James 
Lavoris Smythe.......... Gertrude Howard 
s+ 645% ¢600Ks dh tek eee « Marion Byron 
District Attorney .ccccciceces Frank Reicher 
DS o'<n0 604s saeneenoan’ George Fawcett 
Judge Corecesercocesoces -.-William Holden 
Governor..... Ceccccdecce --August Tollaire 





Originally this may have been an 
interesting story, but in the opera- 
tion of grafting dialog into and onto 
it First National has so strained, 
twisted, pummeled and otherwise 
mistreated plausibility that the re- 
sultant product is pretty silly. And 
the now thoroughly familiar court- 
room scene will not qualify as so 
hot. It’s just fair program. 

Milton Sills does not enter until 
the unspooling has been continuous 
for 30 minutes. Dorothy Mackaill 
seated mute and dumb in the pris- 
oner’s box has been triple damned 
by a series of witnesses. She is de- 
scribed as a common boulevard 
promenader who murdered in a 
jealous rage the wealthy man who 
had picked her up and for a time 
fondled her in luxury. Things look 
bad for her. Then into the picture 
and onto the witness stand comes 
trusty Milton. Does he prove by 
testimony that Dorothy did not kill 
Reginald Moneybags? He does not. 
He tells in his own simple way the 
immaterial and irrelevant story of 
how he arrested the prisoner. He 
wrings the jury’s heart and makes 
a dribbling Pollyanna out of a hard- 
boiled New York judge by explain- 
ing step by step the spiritual trans- 
formation that took place in, the 
spotty character of the murderess 
as he and she lived together happi- 
ly, shipwrecked for several years 
upon a deserted_island in the south 
Pacific. 

Things happened to Dorothy’s soul 
on that island. This is made very 
definite. Her wanton ways slip 
from her and she becomes as a 
lamb. In the course of time Milton 
takes to wife the reformed killer at 
whose trial he is now testifying. 

And what does the New York 
judge do but snap his fingers at the 
law and the bar association, lay 
himself open to impeachment, and 
tell the murderess to go free and 
murder no more, peacefully happy 
on her island with her policeman. 

Action alternates between dialog 
in the courtroom and silent pas- 
sages explaining and amplifying the 
testimony. Sceres in the south seas 
are good, both as to photography— 
unusually effective—and drama. 
Donn Byrne, recently deceased Irish 
writer, was a much better crafts- 
man than superficial judgment of 
his story as brought to the screen 
would indicate. There is elemental 
and dramatic conflict between the 
personalities of the hard-to-get 
woman avoiding policeman sent to 
arrest the dame that always got her 
man. She plays a hundred tricks, 
including disrobing before him and 
swimming in the nude. Her wiles 
avail nothing. He’s made of tougher 
fiber than she is. Time and the 
quiet beauty of her surroundings 
wear down her flippancy. She be- 
comes soul sick, doubtful, filled with 
fears. All this is human, reason- 
able and well-told narrative. 

Miss Mackaill does good work, 
but in the courtroom is made to 
seem pretty stupid in being the only 




















‘JUBILEE 


WILLIAM CARR 
JAMES ARNOLD 





FOUR COTTON PICKERS 


Touring Publix Circuit of Theatres 
Direction WILLIAM MORRIS OFFICE 


Broadcasting Nightly Over Stations WCFL and KYW 


SINGERS 


W. D. BURNS 
GEO. FUGGITTI 


(Musical Director) 

















GATTISON 





Thanks to MAX TURNER 


JONES and ELLIOTT 


THIS WEEK, ORIENTAL, CHICAGO 
With Publix Theatres Following 


ELSIE 


Direction WM. MORRIS OFFICE 
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Dialog Percentage 





Variety hereafter in its re- 
views of dialog pictures will 
denote under the title of the 
film, the quantity of dialog 
contained. 

If all-dialog 
through picture) it will be 
so indicated, or three-quar- 
ters, one-hatf or one-quarter 
or sparsely or added, etc. 


(continuous 














character who fails to speak. She 
does gurgle a few hallelujahs at her 
exoneration, but it’s too late to re- 
move the impression that she's si- 
lent because she has to be. 

Sills talks well enough, even with 
a 10th avenue brogue. His troup- 
ing in silent portions also strong. 
Looked a little peaked. 


Banality of the dialog parts 
messes what might have been 
something. Skillful handling by 


George Fitzmaurice saves some of 
the more transparent absurdities, 
and general production is of high 
type, with exceptions noted. Many 


people will be in the proper frame 
of mind to pronounce “His Captive 
Woman,” from soup to toothpicks, 
delicious. Which is intended to 
convey the picture’s rating: Mod- 
erate with reservations. Land. 


THE SHAKEDOWN 


(HALF DIALOG) 


Universal production and release. James 
Murray and Barbara Kent featured. Wil- 
liam Wyler production, directed by Mr. 
Wyier, from story by Charles A. Logue. 
Adapted by Clarence Marks. Titles by Al- 
bert De Mond. Joseph Cherniavsky did the 
musical synchronization and C. Roy Hunter 
is crediteg for recording supervision. Bal- 
ance of cast includes George Kotsanoras, 
Wheeler Oakman, Jack Hanlon and Harry 
Gribbon. Ran 70 minutes, U's Colony, New 
York, week April 6. 





A not bad 50 per cent. talker—the 
rest sound synchronized, musically 
and effects—with a tough little Irish 
youngster, Jack Handlon, as the un- 
official star. If he handles the dialog 
as apparently he genuinely does he'll 
be plenty in demand for kid parts. 
James Murray, once touted as a 
good Paramount bet, is also destined 
for renewed importance because of 
his linguistic accomplishments. Bar- 
bara Kent, the heart interest, just 
looks nice and says little. It’s a 
good release and merits some good 
bookings. 
|] -But this one looks like a quickie 
among talkers although there’s no 
palpable cheating because it’s that 
kind of a he-man story that calls 
for little production investiture. The 
femme interest revolves about the 
salvation of the street urchin whom 
Murray as a fake pugilist adopts as 
a prop for public sympathy pur- 
poses in order to heighten neigh- 
borly interest in his forthcoming 
fracas with a pug, subtly labeled 
Kid Roff. 

George Kotsanaros plays the vain 
Greek battler well. Wheeler Oak- 
man as manager of the outfit is 
sleek in his assignment of building 
up pseudo-battles between the 
planted local talent (Murray) and 
the barnstorming Kid Roff who of- 
fers $1,000 prize to any contender 
who stays four rounds with him. 

Oakman, as the manager, has it 
primed for a grand killing in the oii 
boom town of Boonton when Mur- 
ray is spotted as a driller. The in- 
evitable complications with the 
heroine and the inspiration to go 
straight leads to the grand fisticuffs 
for the finale. Instead of the Shero 
rushing down to ringside and 
morally bolstering waning courage 
and unwilling flesh, the kid is the 
heart-stuff appeal, and it’s done 
rather plausibly. 

There will be some captiousness 
concerning the untrained battler 
besting the behemoth Kid Roff. A 
bit of plausibility could have been 
injected at the expense of the blonde 
doll who’s part of the Kid’s scenery. 


continuous set-ups and the assured 
frame the pug was as below par as 
the hero was physically handicapped 
might have lent a somewhat realis- 
tic touch to it. However, as one 
would expect, he manages to kayo 
the Greek leather-pusher and thus 
saves his honor, his fellow town- 
men’s dough, his gal, his country and 
his Yale. Of course, until the telling 
kayo, our hero is shown taking more 
falls than a cataract, but somehow 
comes up smiling where Kid Ruft 
keels over almost at the first healthy 
clip. 

The fight scene is the big punch. 
There’s a prelim fight staged in the 
second reel to illustrate the racket, 
the meeting later on, the count-up 
and the pay-off. 

The juvenile attachment between 
the street urchin and the phoney 
hero who proves a real hero in a 
railroad track rescue is pretty well 
developed. A good touch is injected 
when Murray looks around and re- 
grets no one viewed his heroism, he 
counting on the local sentiment as 
part of the build-up. 

Universal has a good partial talker 
in “The Shakedown.” The vigorous 
title is a bit misleading in its import 
for the “shakedown” in the argot is 
by no means synonymous with a 
“frame-up.” which is what this 











racket actually is, Abei. 


An inserted title that because of the 
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German-Made Pictures 
(IN BERLIN) 
proposition. He could even play 


“Hotel Mysteries” 

Primus Palast. — ‘Hotelgeheim- 
nisse” (“Hotel Mysteries”) (Derus- 
sa Film). 
films of season. Has suspense and 
humor. A young girl, companion of 
a countess, is wrongly sentenced to 
prison for stealing jewels. Released 
she becomes a thief in reality and, 
posing as royalty, gets away witha 
big swag of jewels. District attor- 
ney, instrumental in sending her up. 
has fallen in love with her even 
though he recognizes her real iden- 
tity and this time he saves her from 
conviction, 


Discreetly directed by Friedrich 
Feher. Magda Sonya in the lead is 
not much to look at but can act. 
Rest of a well handled cast included 
Gertrud Eysoldt, Wolfgang Zilzer 
and Livio Pavanelli. 





“Diary of a Cocotte” 


Kurfuerstendamm Theater.— 
“Tagebuch einer Kokette” (“Diary 
of a Cocotte”). Ridiculous old 
story about a girl who has the usual 
bad luck to be “forced” into the 
oldest profession. A young man who 
seduces her must leave hurriedly for 
America and requests his uncle, rich 
business man, to take care of the 
girl. He does nothing for her. She 
goes to him to demand an explana- 
tion and is about to bean him when 
he thoughtfully dies of heart fail- 
ure. 

So it all comes out in court what 
kind of a girl she is. She tries to 
commit suicide but is saved by a 
doctor who insists upon marrying 
her. . Not too badly directed by Con- 
stantin J. David with minor roles 
well taken by L. Stahl Nachbaur, 
Mary Kid and Matthias Wiemann. 
Fee Malten and Fred Doederlein in 
the leads have nothing individual to 
offer but may develop. Will get by 
here on its title but all wet for 
America, 





“Miss Else” 


Capitol Theater.—‘Friulein Hise” 
(“Miss Else’) (Poetic Film). Any- 
thing that Elisabeth Bergner plays 
in is sure to do business in Ger- 
many. Outside of her salary this 
picture can’t have cost much and 
will turn in a nice profit. This ac- 
tress’s quality which gets over so 
superbly on the stage has not yet 
been captured for the screen. Too 
bad, for the scenario in itself has 
possibilities for distribution in the 
States. It is taken from a masterly 
short story by Arthur Schnitzler. 
An innocent young girl vacationing 
in Switzerland is wired by her par- 
ents that they are on the verge of 
bankruptcy and she must borrow 
money from a rich banker staying 
at the same hotel with her. He de- 
mands that she come to his bed- 
room that night. 

Unable to stand the idea of giving 
herself to him she takes a deadly 
dose of veronal before going and 
when she at last finds him is on the 
verge of death. 

These last moments are among 
the strongest seen in a German film 
for some time and help one to for- 
get many of the long drawn-out and 
padded scenes of the beginning. 
These were the result of a mistaken 
effort to allow nobody else any part 
in the picture. Only the lately de- 
ceased Albert Steinruck has some 
moments as the brutal banker. 

Interesting for the sure seaters 
but doubtful for general distribution 
in the States. 


“The Circus Princess” 


Primus-Palast.—“Die Zirkus Prin- 
zessin” (“The Circus Princess’) 
(Agfa). Taken from the story of 
Kalmann’s operetta, it is little 
suited to pictures. It was old-fash- 
ioned as a stage plot and is twice 
as musty when viewed on the screen. 
One would suppose that the public 
would at last get tired of these 
ridiculous concoctions about bogus 
royalty. But the personal popular- 
ity of Harry Liedtke in the lead 
will undoubtedly make it a business 





One of the best German | 


Hamlet and get away with it. Dt. 
rection of Victor Janson is routine 
and nothing else. 


“Melody of the World” 
(Sound) 


Terra Theater.—“Melodie der 
W elt” (“Melody of the World”) 
(Tobis). Announced as the first 


German feature length sound film, 
Expectations were raised high—the 
disappointment was all the greater, 
It is really nothing but.a travelog 
with a few sound effects. Ruttmann, 
who was responsible for the effective 
“Berlin” picture, flopped badly here, 

Hamburg-American Line, which 
evidently paid him to crank the film 
as an advertisement, will not get 
much return from its investment. 
“Berlin” viewpoint is merely re- 
peated without any new angles. Oa 
the whole a boring evening. A pity 
to waste the splendid Russian actor 
Kowal Samborski and Renee Sto- 
brawa on the puppet roles of a sailor 
and his sweetheart. If this is really 
the best that the Tobis can tura 
out in the way of sound it had bet- 
ter take a year off for etperiments., 
At this rate, the talker will be 


killed in Germany before it gets 
started. 





“The Midnight-Taxi” 


Kammer-Lichtspiele. -— “Die Mit- 
ternachtstaxi” (“The Midnight 
Taxi”) (D. L. S.), Harry Piel, first 
of the stunt performers in Germany, 
has at last decided to take the 
black make-up off his eye and get 
somebody human to write a story 
for him. He is just beginning te 

(Continued on page 25) 
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(Continued from page 23) 


realize that the days of the “Perils 
of Pauline” are over. 

Judged from an international an- 
gle his work is not so hot, but his 
name still earries enough weight to 
get the film by. It contains one 
amusing idea: A student, in order 
to earn his way through college, 
drives at midnight an old wreck of 
a taxi which no one would think of 
engaging at any other time of day. 
He gets mixed up in the usual ex- 
eiting adventures and finally is set 
to marry the heroine, charmingly 
played by Betty Bird, who is on the 
upgrade. 





“Money, Money, Money” 


Universum.— “Geld Geld, Geld” 
(“Money, Money, Money”) (Cinero- 
mans). Although taken in France, 
two of the leading roles are played 
by Germans and the financing was 
on a joint basis. It looks like a 
good financial proposition for the 
continent and might do something 
in America if rightly handled. 

It is founded on Emil Zola’s fa- 
mous novel, “L’Argent,” and presses 
the story into a usable, not over- 
loaded scenario. 

Saccard, a get-rich-quick who 
has made a fortune on the ex- 
change, is beaten by his aristocratic 
and subtler rival, Gundermann, who 
at length gets him put in jail. 

Charming love between Hamelin 
and his wife Liane, who are mixed 
up in Saccard’s transactions, but in 
the end escape. 

Marcel L’Herbier again proves 
that he is one of the best directors 
on the Continent, indeed a master 
who needs fear no comparison with 
any of the boys in Hollywood today. 
That this picture is not up to his 
splendid “Therese Raquin” is 
chiefly the fault of the subject- 
matter. 

Superb performance is turned in 
by Pierre Alcover as Saccard, ana 
Alfred Abel makes every use of his 
opportunity as his protagonist. Bri- 
gitte Helm develops the _ usual 
amount of “it” in a vamp part, and 
Mary Glory and Henry Victor are 
satisfactory as the lovers. 


“The Virgin Cocotte” 


Marmorhaus.—“Die keusche Ko- 
kotte” (“The Virgin Cocotte”) (Bay- 
erische-Emelka). The second film 
this week that has the brilliant idea 
of using the word “cocotte” in its 
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title to draw them in. This time 
entirely without justification, as it 
is a silly little story about a busi- 
ness man who, in order to stop his 
wife from flirting,.engages a mani- 
cure girl to travel with him to Swit- 
zerland as his supposed mistress. 
Wife falls for the bait and soon ap- 
pears on the scene, developing the 
usual jealousy. 

Competently enough played under 
the direction of Franz Seitz. burt 
Otto Gebuehr, who acts the business 
man, will never be able to forget 
the years when he as Frederick the 


Great was the most popular Ger- 
man film actor. 
“Pori’”’ 


Ufa Pavillon.—“Pori” (Ufa). Ger- 
many loves these kind of camou- 
flaged travelo®s, and the film will 
undoubtedly do splendid business 
all through central Europe. There 


are some extremely interesting shots 


of scenery and animals, and the 
sultry atmosphere of the Sudan ir 
South Africa is caught. For in- 
stance: the killing of a zebra by a 
lion; he goes off after having eaten 
his fill, and the rest of the carcass 
is immediately cleaned by a swarm 
of vultures. 

Attempt to put a story was un- 
successful, as either the native ac- 
tors chosen had no talent or the 
director had no ability to bring it 
out. The expedition was led by 
von Gontard and Herbert Kluge. 


“Asphalt” 


Ufa Palast am Zoo.—‘Asphalt” 
(Erich Pommer Production for 
Ufa). Title has little to do with 


the story, it is merely to illustrate 
the introduction of the young traffic 
policeman, Holkk. Off duty, he is 
called upon to take to the police 
station a young girl who has been 
caught stealing jewels. She gets 
him to take her home instead, and 
spends the night there. 3ut he is 
caught there by the girl's lover, 
whom he kills in self-defense. 

Things look black for him until 
the girl confesses that her keeper 
was a well-known crook and that 
the boy had killed him in self- 
defense. To do this she had to ex- 
pose her share in the crook’s deal- 
ings and goes to prison. 

Policeman is played by Gustav 
Froehlich, well enough 
this type of role, but grimaces too 
much. Betty Amman, who played 
the girl, is a newcomer with good 
looks and figure but no individuality 
as yet. Pommer will have to do 
better to keep up his reputation. 

Trask. 


COQUETTE 


(ALL DIALOG) 


United Artists production and release. 
Starring Mary Pickford. Sounded by W. E. 
system on disks. Adapted by John Grey 
and Allen McNeil from the stage play of 
the same name. Directed by Sam Taylor, 
with additional dialog also credited to him. 
Assistant dramatic director, Earle Browne, 
with Karl Struss, photographer. At the 
Rivoli, New York, Se grind run, starting 
April 6, after reserved seat premiere previ- 





ous night. Running time, 75 minutes. 

Norma Besant......-cesesees Mary Pickford 
Michael Jeffery........ Johnny Mack Brown 
Stanley Wentworth,.......+-+-++ Matt Moore 
Dr. John Besant....ccceseess John Sainpolis 
Jimmy Besant....cecsceeess William Janney 
Jasper Carter..... coogecceces Henry Kolker 
Robert Wentworth........-.-- George Irving 
FOIE. «00h cn sce 60 seesegegee Loulse Beavers 





“Coquette” ought to get plenty in 
the program houses, It’s Mary; she 
talks and she looks different with 
the new bob. Film is down to pro- 
gram length, 75 minutes, and that’s 
just what it is, a good program pic- 
ture. Not great, because the kick 
is out to satisfy the censors. 

Father kills himself in this ver- 
sion after being satisfied that his 
girl is still pure. Picture seems just 
strong enough to arouse femme wit- 
nessers to the verge of tears, but is 
without the pathos strength to 
make the emotions spill over. And 
that’s “Coquette” as a picture. 

But at least it is a picture. Sam 
Taylor, directing, has taken his 
screen license to insert plenty of 
scenes which were impossible in the 
show. The difference, however, isn’t 
sufficient to give it equal rating 
with the play on a dramatic basis. 
It neither grasps nor holds the 
imagination as did the play for 
three pretty fair reasons — cast, 
change in story and a repeated ten- 
dency to become too talkie and mo- 
tionless. On the other hand, it has 
a ’29 Miss Pickford who is strictly 
okay for dialog, and a theme song 
which is not in the film but may 
help on the outside. 3etween the 
two there isn’t much that’s going 
to stop “Coquette” from enjoying 
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suited to. 





| solid weeks. Whether it can stand 
up on holdover tries rests with how 
strong they go for Mary, not the 
picture. 

Feature got a terrible openings 
night break when a fuse blew. 
After a two-minute start it had to 
be shut off for a second beginning 
And even then the amplification 
didn’t sound right. 

Advance reports, not from U. A., 
heralded the recording of this pic- 
ture and Miss Pickford's voice as 
outstanding. In lieu of the trouble 
between booth and horns, there’s no 
true telling on this showing. So it's 
only fair to give the picture the 
best of it, and there’s no doubt that 
the disks demonstrated spasmodic 
instances of fine recording. On the 
other hand, certain passages had 
the male voices normal and Miss 
Pickford’s very weak, implying a 
lapse in monitor room control. 

If further showings fail to substan- 
tiate the early sound reports, it sim- 
ply emphasizes the wide difference 
between projection room and audi- 
torium showings plus the fallacy of 
building ‘up a picture too big by 
word-of-mouth before it opens. 
Many a stage show has suffered 
from the same _  overenthusiasm. 
There isn't a smart Broadway pro- 
ducer who wouldn't rather have 
skeptical hearsay precede his opera 
into town. 

Miss Pickford gives an excellent 
performance of the little southern 
flirt who throws her home into a 
turmoil which ends in tragedy. If 
it lacks the depth and understand- 
ing which Helen Hayes gave the 
role on the stage, it is no less sin- 
cere, while the difference may pos- 
sibly be explained by direction and 
a limitation in story for this me- 
dium. So those who contend that 
the screen is unlimited have for- 
gotten the censors. But Miss Pick- 
ford is an ideal screen “Coquette,” 
both playing and looking the role 
for full screen worth. 

Not so with others in the cast. 
Johnny Mack Brown lacks the ma- 
turity, power and unction’ which 
Michael, the low-born town ne’er- 
do-well, needs but has that neces- 
sary screen asset, appearance. For 
New York he’s wrong. For Des 
Moines he may be right. There's a 
chasm between the average legit 
and film patron, a factor the stu- 
dios know all about. And so they’ve 
“written down” this play—rightly 
for the box-office and the censors— 
because they must write down in 
pictures. And in this case they've 
also “cast down.” 

John Sainpolis, with legit experi- 
ence behind him, runs next to Miss 
Pickford for mention as the honor- 
defending father who shoots Michael 
in defense of the family name. Re- 
mainder of the support is but aver- 
age at best, with Matt Moore woe- 
fully out of place. 

Additional scenes which were not 
in the stage script are noteworthy 
for an even trend in dialog, regard- 
less of what may be thought of the 
absence of soft-spoken southern 
drawls by support characters. Miss 
Pickford’s high spot appears to be 
her solo work at the cot of Michael 
before and after he dies. The scene 
where Norma and Michael become 
so absorbed in dual parlor conver- 
sation that they forget to turn on 
the lights when it grows dark, is 
repeated in the picture minus a 
hint of the cause for the dim- 
ming. Those who have seen the 
play will immediately recall the in- 
ference, but there were many in this 
audience who thought there was 
something the matter with the pro- 
jection machine as the studio lights 
slowly faded. Taylor could have 
made this more explicit, as it re- 
mains a pretty scene. 

Not much comedy in the picture. 
the character of the silly girl whom 
Norma wishes on Stanley, to get rid 
of him, being eliminated here, Hence 
the laugh responsibilities fall upon 
the younger brother, played by Wil- 
liam Janney, who in no way ap- 
proaches the portrayal of young 
Andrew Lawlor on the stage. Tay- 
lor’s best handling of Janney is in 
a country club sequence where the 
kids cut in and closely duplicate 
the dancing of a prep school and 
college contingent. 

Miss Pickford’s performance and 
name will carry “Coquette,” the 
inadequacies in support simply 
stressing the star’s work. One 
woman's exiting lobby comment 
was: “Well, after spending an en- 
tire night with a man in a cabin, 
Mary Pickford is still America’s 
sweetheart.” 

A notice on Mary Pickford in her 
first talker would not be complete 
without a personal comment. Miss 
Pickford’s screen career stands 
without parallel, in any way, in 
every way. For longevity, for star- 
dom, for cleanliness and for the 
promotion of the American film in- 
dustry. What Jolson did for the 
talkers, Miss Pickford did for the 
pioneer silents. 

And now and with the years, and 
after Miss Pickford has had her 
hair cut, and after she has profes- 
sionally lived almost triple the logi- 
cal years one girl screen star could 
or has lived, here she is all 
over again, in dialog and a play 
calling for more maturity of char- 
acter than Miss Pickford has been 
associated with in the past. 

Mary Pickford is not new to dia- 
log or stage training. For there 
was, if nothing else, her “A Good 
Little Devil,” a Belasco '13 produc- 
tion, after which Miss Pickford 
hopped from the stage to keep early 
picture patrons asking, “When is 








that little girl with the curls com- 
ing back?” id. 





SYNCOPATION 


(DIALOG) 

Radio Pictures °R-K-O) production ar 
release Recorded by RCA Photophone 
1 per cent dialog, on sound tract (film) 
Starring Fred Waring’s Pennsylvanians 
(band) Bert Glennon, director Story and 
lialog by Gene Markey, adapted by Frar 
Agnew from Markey'’s ‘Stepping sh } 
Bert Harrison, dialog director Tommy | 

ummings, sound director At Hippodrom: 
(presentations), New York (grind), begin 
ning week April 6 Running time, 83 min 
utes, 

Pee ce deuer ° essesssereee barbara Bennet 
DOR « déecce Geeee wees dowes Bobby Watson | 
LOW... cccccccccecccccccocss MOrton Downey 
WY CRMEOM. « coveccvcececceecoccs lan Hunter 
PE. 6046608 60006600 060680000 Dorothy Lee 
Denne ¢seguedsee Sees Osgood Perkins 
a PPP ye ee ree Verree Teasdak 
PORT i025 64606wenseseenacse McKenzie Ward 

This is a box office picture, sim- 

ply because it has a name to ex- 


ploit in Fred Waring’s Pennsylva- 
nians. In the picture there is little 
else besides the 100 per cent talk 
classification that would stand 
exploitation, except the songs and 
flip remarks, mostly done by Morton 
Downey. 

As a story picture it isn’t so good, 
as the tale is the usual one nowa- 
days of the film musical comedies, 

Waring's Pennsylvanians are 
Starred in “Syncopation,” with their 
name above that of the film. Yet 
they do not enter into the story for 
a moment and have not been made 
any too prominent on the musical 
end. The band is seen twice, both 
times as the dance band in a nite 
club and for perhaps 20 minutes alli 
told. And unless they are playing 
the score throughout while unseen, 
which is plausible, the two cafe 
shots, involving seven band num- 
bers, are the exfent of the War- 
ings’ performance. 

The star of the picture, were 
performance naming the star, is 
Downey. It's his first picture. In 
“Syncopation” Downey, as a tin 
pan alleyite, is singing most of the 


time, and singing has been Mor- 
ton's trade for a long time. A good 
Singer here is generally a good 


singer there, and because he has 
plenty of opportunity to sing in a 
picture, besides the wise cracks, he 
is the picture’s natural standout. 

Bobby Watson and Barbara Ben- 
nett as the principals were miscast, 
Miss Bennett more so than Watson. 

Watson, off the screen, is a Shu- 
bert juvenile, in musical shows. In 
“Syncopation” he is the male hal¢ 
of a ballroom adagio team. Watson 
looks as much like a leaper and 
lifter as a villain, and he doesn’t 
look like either. 

Osgood Perkins, the best actor, 
for acting, in the cast and possess- 
ing the single legit reputation, is 
blanketed under an _ exaggerated 
character of a vaude agent. Ian 
Hunter plays the polite threat with 
restraint, never less than gentle- 
manly in his advances toward the 
other guy’s wife. 

Perkins supplies part of the com- 

edy relief. More is contributed by 
McKenzie Ward as a nance inte- 
rior decorator, partner of the stately 
and comely Verree Teasdale, while 
Downey kicks in with still more 
through cracks to a dumbdcra 
sweetheart (Dorothy Lee). When 
Downey finally marries the gal at 
the finish he céncludes the picture 
with “Now I can stop worrying 
about house detectives,” which can’t 
miss as a laugh or a blush, prob- 
ably the lattegy, Laughs are plenti- 
ful throughout. 
Story is a slight departure from 
“Excess Baggage,” retelling the 
trials of a mixed smalley turn. As 
in “Baggage,” the feminine portion 
of Sloane and Darrell grows tired 
of the grind and falls for society, 
also the guy who steers her into 
society; so she blows her husband 
partner for the villain, and he can't 
work without her or she without 
him, so they’re back in a clinch and 
ready to open on the morrow—to- 
gether. If not “Baggage,” then 
“Show Folks.” 

Recording job average, though 
the tone and clarity might depend 
as much on the theatre, and prob- 
ably that’s it here. Hippodrome. 
with its many echoes, carried it 
fairly well. 

This is RKO’s first musical talker, 
Started some time ago when talking 
was even younger than now. So 
that much more credit goes to those 
mostly concerned, Robert Kane, who 
cast and supervised, and Bert Glen- 
non, the director. 

It's drawing at the Hip, doing ca- 
pacity all day Saturday, and holding 
up Sunday despite the heat. As a 
musical talker it should draw all 
over, not only because of the War- 
ings, but because it is an enjoyable 
picture. Bige. 
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This “Passion of Joan of Arc” 
isn't worth a dollar to any com- 
mercial regular picture theatre in 
the U. S. Unless the theatre is 
willing to rely upon the deceptive 
“Passion” of the title which is 
meaningless on the screen. If there 
is a fleld for this over here other 
than in some of the sure seaters, 
it is in the French Canadian dis- 
tricts or the French colonies in 
large cities of the U. S. The only 
French colony of any account is 
right in New York. Perhaps that is 
why “Jean” was held over a sec- 
ond week at the Little Carnegie 
Playhouse, or it may have been the 
rental inducement. 

Extracts of reviews of this French 
made film, reprinted in the Carnegie 
program, are so utterly extravagant 
in phrasing, presuming the critics 
on*the New York dailies write for 
the information of their readers, 
that it seems a pity picture critics 
in an endeavor to pose as art re- 
viewers of the screen should have 
gone so far. If nothing else! 

Here is a deadly tiresome picture 
made for the country where its idol 
is still a legend, merely making an 
attempt to historically screen nar- 
rate without sound or dialog an 
allegedly written recorded trial in 
the 15th or 16th century of Joan of 
Are for witchery, this leading to 
her condemnation and burning at 
the stake. 

One grows terribly weary of see- 
ing her judges reappear, of the long 
series of captioned questions and 
answers, of Joan double crossed and 
of Joan doing a long distance burn- 
ing sequence, with the French mobs 

(Continued on page 28) 
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Booked Solid Publix 
Until March, 1930 

















DAVE 


HACKER 


“THE DANCING MANIAC” 
Featured in Fanchon and Marco’s 
“INDIAN SUMMER” IDEA 
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NAILED ON THE SPOT FOR ENTIRE WEST COAST CIRCUIT = 
OPENING WARFIELD, ’FRISCO, APRIL 12 AND CRITERION | 
LOS ANGELES, APRIL 20! BOOKED SOLID RKO, COMERFORD 
AND OTHER GIANT CHAINS BY HARD-BOILED BUYERS — 
WITH SHOW-ME COMPLEX AND DOUGH-RAY-MEE ANGLE! f 


Fabulous 100 per cent Talking! 
Singing! Dancing! \ \\ Ny" = 


Musical ay f Die, 
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STANDS PORTLAND ON ITS EAR! 


Joe Plunkett, hard-hitting RKO theatre chief, wires: 
““SYNCOPATION’ opened in Portland and knocks 
the spots out of terrific competition.” 


OLD RECORDS, SCRAM AT: 
Garden, Baltimore; RKO Washington, D. C.; Rialto, 
Columbus; Tabor Grand, Denver; State Lake, Chicago! 7 














Wednesday, April 10, 1929 — VARIEBTY 27 

















ee ——— — a Ss ————— ——— $e 
— 








RIOTS THE NATION . 


«=» SMASHES TO SMITHEREENS ALL-TIME OPENING SAT., SUN. 
- AND MON. RECORDS AT 6100 SEAT N. Y. HIPPODROME! 
ABSOLUTE PHENOMENON OF SHOW BUSINESS... HANGS 
EM ON RAFTERS IN SPECTACULAR PREMIERE EXHIBITION 
AGAINST STIFFEST COMPETITION OF THE YEAR! 














Golden Juggernaut of Jazz.and Joy Riding Rough 
Shod Over Dead and Dying Records! 






























Sees 


. : / Acknowledged and Acclaimed 
2 Re: Ee 


by Trade and Daily Press... A 


Grand, Big Show Backed by The 
Greatest Tie-ups The Industry 


Has Ever Known! 
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Roper 


Fred Waring’s 


PENNSYLVANIAN: 


\ © and joyous host of Broadway stage favorites 
NG including the incomparable Morton Downey. 
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RKO DISTRIBUTING CORPORATION 


Member of Motion Picture Producers ena Distributors of America inc.~ Will H.Have Presidens 
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Wm. Fox pr Indies: if 


May 1 Closing, Report 


Theatres to be included in Wi)- 
Ham Fox's Metropolitan Theatres, 
Inc., will be cleaned up by May 1, | 
at the latest, it is said. 

Meanwhile talk follows amongst | 
the disgruntled indie exhibs of 
Greater New York, who have trailed 
along with the deal, waiting for it | 
to come to a head. i 

“We had the Loew deal consum- | 
mated before starting after the 


independent theatres,” stated A. E. 
Blumenthal, Fox's high-powered 
realtor, further answering Schwartz 
and Muller’s charges that they and 
other independents were used by 
Fox bait. The suit has auto- 
matically crossed their three houses 
off the Fox list of buys, Blumenthal 


as 


added. 
The realtor says that Fox has 
in hand the necessary $20,000,000 


for Metropolitan and is paying in- 
terest on that sum, but that clear 
titles on the indie property are dif- 








In Production 
“THE GREEN GODDESS” 


Starring 


GEORGE ARLISS 


Direction 


ALFRED E. 
GREEN 


A Warner Bros. Vitaphone 


° 
Foreign Squawk 

Talkers have brought about 
numerous complaints from ex- 
hibitors throughout the coun- 
try to the effect business from 
their local] foreign element has 
dropped off. 

Since pantomime has been 
supplanted by the spoken 
words, it makes it impossible 
for the foreigner to follow the 
story. 

Al i 
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4,963,233 Laughs for Year End 1928 














STEVE 


MORONI 


WHIRLWIND TUMBLER 
Featured in 
Fanchon & Marco's 
“Bows and Beaus” Idea 
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ficult to obtain. With one chain 
he holds three typewritten pages 
of objections to title clearance. 


Mortgages, liens, back taxes and 
a number of attachments compli- 
eate a large percentage of the deals, 
he stated. 


Blumenthal stated that no other 
~hibitors have filed or, so far as 
ho knows, are contemplating filing 
suit, 

It is reported that Fox has out- 
right contracts to buy about 100 
theatres and that it is likely these 
will go through. On other houses 
there are options only and the in- 
dependents holding options are not 
"eeling so well since last week. 


Following the Schwartz and 
Muller suit against Fox for $1,000,- 
000, charging breach of contract, 
several other dissatisfied exhibs re- 
tained counsel for protection. 


Grob and Nobel have retained 
Louis Marshal. Henry Seige] has 
Nathan Burkan, while another inde- 
pendent concern is reported in con- 
sultation with Cadawaller, Wicker- 
sham and Taft. 

Schwartz and Muller claim to 
have letters from Fox or his rep- 
resentatives telling them not to buy 
pictures, written at the start of 
negotiations several months ago. 
The plaintiffs in the $1,000,000 suit 
claim their three houses were oper- 
ating profitably at the time the deal 
was started but that since then, not 
free to buy pictures or sound equip- 
ment, the houses went into the red. 
They may close two of their houses 
within the week. 





Motion to Stop Federal 


Investigation on Coast 


Los Angeles, April 9. 

Fox Theatres, out here, and eight 
preducing companies, Paramount, 
M-G-M, First National, Universal, 
United Artists, Fox, Vitagraph and 
Pathe through their attorneys, 
have made a move to squash the 
pending Anti-Trust investigation 
by Federal Grand Jury. 

Federal Judge McCormick will 
decide today whether the Grand 
Jury can continue its investiga- 
tions and compel companies to 
produce records now withheld. 




















The Inimitable Billy 


SNYDER 


Oh, Boy! Things and Stuff 
10th Week and Pretty, Too 


GOLDEN GATE Theatre, L. A. 
Personal Mgr., HARRY SUGARMAN 


RUG VIA AUTO 
Amsterdam, N. Y., April 9. 


Largest rug in the United States 
west of the Mississippi is being 
woven at the Mohawk Mills here 
for the lobby of the new Fox the- 
atre at San Francisco. Rug is 75 
feet long and 38 feet wide. 

Color and design were selected by 
Mrs. William Fox, wife of the movie 
magnate. Rug will be shipped over- 
land to California via auto truck. 
Fox house is expected to open 








about July 1. 














}on a four-show a 


Sound Refund 


New Haven, Apri! 9. 
When sound apparatus went on 
the blink at the Palace (Fox) for 
the first showing of “Speakeasy” 
(Fox), the house had to make a re- 
fund to some 1,800 persons. 
Picture, in for a full week, 





was 
day schedule in- 
of the usual three. 


stead 


Publix Drops Billboard 
Advertising Along Coast 


Los Angeles, April 9. 

Publix operating costs on the 
Coast will be reduced about $3,500 
a week through elimination of cur- 
rent attraction billboard advertis- 
ing in Seattle, Portland, San Fran- 
cisco and Los Angeles. Move was 
decided upon by Sam Katz upon 
his arrival out here. Publix is not 
to cut out billboards entirely. It 
will continue to use them for insti- 
tutional advertising and on policy, 
but, effective at once, all weekly 
change houses and even the long 
runs will have advertising confined 
exclusively to newspapers. 
Elimination of billboards for cur- 
rent attractions has been a Publix 
practice in the east and middle 
west for some time. 


Air Duel Helps Theatre 


Toledo, April 9. 

While the two afternoon papers, 
Blade and News-Bee (Scripps- 
Howard) wage a radio duel, talent 
playing the Paramount theatre gets 
the breaks for time on the air. 
Blade recently put on Johnny Mar- 
vin, headlining stage shows. So 
many requests ‘phoned in for more 
of his uke and vocalizing that most 
of the program was discarded. 

News-Bee, following on the air 
over WSPD in its bi-weekly hour, 
promptly grabbed off Marvin where 
he left off with the Blade. Latter 
came back next night with the 
Four Dictators, quartet in same 
Publix stage unit. 


Laugh Case Settled 














DANCING 


CLIFF CRANE 


TOURING PUBLIX UNIT “FORE” 
Direction WILLIAM MORRIS 


COMEDIAN 











MADAME IKI 


JAPANESE PRIMA DONNA 
Featured in Fanchon & Marco’s “Sweethearts” 
Appreciation to FANCHON & MARCO, Gae Foster, Harry Wallen 


Idea 








Chicago, April 9. 

Remember the gent who laughed 
at a picture in the State-Lake in 
1927, and was thrown out, only to 
come back with a lawsuit for 
$25,000? 

Thomas J. Pillion, the gent, had 
his suit dismissed last week with 
announcement that he had settled 
for $300. Picture he laughed at 
was “The Harvester.” 





L. A. Banners Down 


Los Angeles, April 9. 

Local theatres must take down 
all banners and advertising signs 
which run across the streets or are 
under marquis or over the side of 
buildings. 

This is the mandate of the Board 
of Public Works who claim all of 
the downtown houses have been 
ignoring a city ordinance passed 
severa] months ago, 





T-S IN TORONTO 


Toronto, April 9. 

Tiffany Productions of Canada, 
Ltd., subsidiary of Tiffany-Stahl, 
has opened offices at 277 Victoria 
street. All leading American pro- 
ducers now have their Canadian 
head offices in Toronto. 

Phil Hazza is representative with 
Charles Stephenson as office man- 
ager. They are spotting for cur- 
rent release seven dialog features, 
five synchronized and nine silent 
productions, 


LOST 16,000 FEET 
Los Angeles, April 9. 

Fire caused by the entangling of 
film in the projection machine at 
Fox’s Granada, Wilmington, Cal., 
Saturday night, resulted in $3,000 
damages. 

There were about 1,000 people in 
the theatre at the time. They left 
quietly. Flames were confined to 
the booth resulting in damage to the 
machine and to about 16,000 feet of 
film, 











Can’t Make Voney With 
Rent-Free Chi House 


Chicago, April 9. 

After a short try with the Ven- 
dome, large picture house in the 
black belt, John Hammond re- 
turned it to J. C. Chutkow, owner 
of the property, who turned it over 
for operation to the Rupert Theatre 
Corp. 

House is quite famous locally. 
Chutkow originally rented it to the 
Chicago Theatres Corp. for $18,000 


annually. Poor business caused him 
to cut the rent in half rather than 
lose his tenants. Then he cut it to 
one-fourth, for the same reason, 
and finally gave it to them rent free 
in order to keep the house open. 


And still the boys couldn’t make 
any money. 

Chicago Theatres Corp. returned 
the house to Chutkow and took 


$1,600 for equipment that had cost 
them $35,000. 


De Forest and Weiss’ 


De Forest has 
Brothers in charge 
studios. 

Since re-opening the studios last 
fall the Schlessingers have had a 
continuous fiop on their hands. 
Plans to make their own product 
never got beyond the script stage. 


“Show Boat” ‘and Unions 


“Show Boat” and Union trouble 
didn’t end in Florida. Now the 
Union's demand that an orchestra 
be in the pit when a theatre opens 
has got Universal upset about the 
big premiere it has planned for the 
picture in the Rialto, Washington, 
April 22.. 

Carl Laemmile, arriving here for 
the local opening on April 17, will 
have to decide the Washington pre- 
miere in a house which U closed 
because it was averaging $2,000 
weekly in the red and for which 
the re-opening will require the same 
two grand for an orchestra, under 
the agreement between Washington 
exhibitors and their card holders. 


placed Weiss 
of its New York 








Picketing Illegal 


Worcester, Mass., April 9. 
Picketing which was in progress 
in front of the Family and Olympia 
theatres here last December has 
been ruled illegal by Att. Maurice 
Tobey in his report as master in 
the equity proceedings in the Su- 
perior court of Elias M. Loew, 
Ine., against members of the sta- 
tionary firemen’s union local 88, 
According to the master’s find- 
ings the theatre suffered damage 
in the amount of about $2,000 in 
the loss of receipts at the two 
show houses during this period. 
Trouble between the labor or- 
ganization and theatres. started 
Dec. 1, 1928, when Mr. Loew took 
over the operation of the theatres 
from the Allied Amusement Co, 


GROUP INSURANCE 


Boston, Apri) 9. 

Executives of the New England 
Theatres’ Operating Corp., control- 
ling about 30 picture houses, have 
announced a group license ingsur- 
ance policy for the 389 employees. 
Sum involved is $592,000. 

Amounts of coverage vary from 
$500 to $5,000, according to the po- 
sition held. 


UNITLESS TOWN 


Los Angeles, April 9. 

Fanchon and Marco “Ideas” 
(units) were taken out of the Fox 
San Bernardino this week where 
they had been playing three days 
each week. 

“Ideas” will return to that town 
in the fall for a full week when 
the new Fox theatre opens. 
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Passion of Joan of Arc 


(Contiuued from 
in glimpses as 
cheaply 
uct. 


In offsets there is some 
graphic value through the 
ous allure of whole 
closeups, of faces only, and in the 
exquisite makeups, mostly of the 
hard visaged elderly men in clois- 
tered costumes, They look like stone 
images brought to life. 


page 25) 
inserts. Totally a 
economical film as a prod- 


phote- 
continu.- 
sereen front 


But they are always the same 
and ever in view, with the saving 
grace in appearance Joan, at all 


times immobile in countenance and 
always staring into the camera when 
she isn’t washing tears off her face. 
Joan has quite a scheme in tear 
making; it’s much better than gly- 
cerine. : 

Through the raves by the daily 
picture critics of New York or some 
of them, two Variety reporters have 
seen this film at Carnegie. Both 
agree in this opinion; that it has 
no value of any account whatsoever 
for the picture houses of the States, 
Sime. 





Mass. Town’s Sundays 
Southbridge, Mass., April 9 
After three years of fighting this 
town, at its annual meeting, de- 
cided to license pictures for Sun- 
day showing by a 703 majority, 














ecshine All Records 
Marks Bros. Granada 


and 
Marbro Theatres, 








Chicago, Ill., Indefinitely 


















5th Ave. 
Theatre, 
Seattle, 
Wash. 











ROSE 


VALYDA 


Featured in FANCHON and MARCO'S 
“COTTAGE SMALL” IDEA 











HERMIE 


KING 


MUSICAL MASTER of CEREMONIES 
Direction FANCHON & MARCO 








Oakland Theatre, Oakland, Calif. 
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CARITA 


(CRAWFORD) 
WHIRLS OF PERSONALITY 
Im Fanchon and Marco’s “BEAUTY IDEA” 
APPRECIATION TO FANCHON AND MARCG—GAE FOSTER 

















FIRST EASTERN APPEARANCE 
THE HALF PINT PERSONALITY COMEDIENNE 


THIS WEEK (APRIL 6), PARAMOUNT, NEW YORK 
Direction WILLIAM MORRIS 


MAXINE HAMILTON 


The Feminine Feature with Charles Niggemeyer’s “SAY IT WITH FLOWERS” Unit 


NEXT WEEK (APRIL 13), PARAMOUNT, BROOKLYN 
Thanks to MAX TURNER 
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= 
One Quarter Price of Machine, Plus Finance Charges 
Any Pacent Representative 2ePROi : 
will gladly give full details of Nw [i ¢-€~16wWSTEMSL23 
and Liberal Time Payment Sales Plan 
AND ACCESSORIES 
HE PACENT REPRODUCER CORPORATION announces a 
- new and generous time-payment plan whereby the exhibitor 
can pay for his machine as it produces profit. Our records 
: show that many exhibitors have made in two weeks, as a direct 
a result of a Pacent Reproducer installation, the full price of the 
| machine. 
Under the new time-payment plan, no theatre, large or small, has 
any excuse for further delaying the installation of a Pacent 
System, with its sure, steady drawing power at the box office. 
GUARANTEE 
retain” | 10 Months to Pay 
The sales contract of the 
4 , copies rear ie The new time-payment system introduced by Pacent 
defend the exhibitor against with this announcement, allows the exhibitor ten 
ne Ara Dale be praca months to pay the balance of the purchase price. 
su. against the exhibitor for al- Finance and interest charges are extremely gener- 
= ” 504 ———— = ae ous. They are much lower than is usually the case 
; r t eot Facen ‘ ‘ ‘ 
Siete: hay Pacent repre- in time-payment selling. 
: i ill gladly sh 
; -y eae or ho canes — For full details of the time-payment plan on Pacent 
| explain age ssl = Reproducer Systems get in touch with the nearest 
= wee Pacent representative or with the New York Office. 
J. | PACENT REPRODUCER CORP. 
We LOUIS GERARD PACENT, President FILM CENTER BUILDING, NEW YORK, N. Y. 
| Sales and Service Representatives Throughout the United States A Chickering 7950-48-49-51-52 
4. 
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V.M.P. A.Dinner April 21 in N. Y. For 
Picture and Vaude Chains and Mgrs. 


April 21 at the Hotel Plaza, New | 
York, the annual dinner of the | 
Vaudeville Managers’ Protective 
Association will have around the | 
table for the first time chain rep- 
resentatives and managers from the 
principal picture as well as vaude- 
ville chains. This is expected to 
mark a new era in the operation 
of the V. M. P. A. and cojointly 
the N. V. A. 


It is said that following the din- 
ner the name of the organization 
founded and directed ever since by 
Pat Casey may be altered to Va- 
riety Managers P. A., to more 
properly indicate its scope. The 
ultimate aim of the association is 
to embrace all theatres over here 
giving a variety performance, with 
those theatres mainly of the pic- 
ture and vaudeville classification. 

The V. M. P. A. dinner as usual 
follows the termination of the N. V. 
A. collection fund drive. The drive 
commences next week, continuing 
through the week and _ initialing 
having the assistance of the pic- 
ture theatres in the dough collec- 
tions from the public. On the final 
Sunday night three big N. V. A. 
benefit performances will be given, 
one each in New York, Chicago and 
Los Angeles. 
Albee Out 

Casey is supervising all details of 
the N. V. A. drive, benefits and 
V. M. P A. dinner. In New York 
Tom Gorman is in charge of the 
benefit performance; in Chicago, 
Everett Hays and in L. A., Jim Me- 
Kowen. 

Under Casey’s instructions and 
as previously reported in Variety 
no hold up or shake methods of 
browbeating actors into souvenir 
program advertising or ticket sell- 
ing for the benefits will be toler- 
ated. 

The present drive and special 
shows in other seasons from their 
inception have been under the guid- 
ance, control and direction of E. F. 
Albee. No Albee interference or in- 
fluence is now felt in V. M. P. A. 
or N. V. A. matters. For the first 
time since its organization the N. 
Vv. A. is now not a one-man or 
chain controlled. 





San Francisco, April 8. 
At the N. V. A. midnight bene- 
fit, held here under direction of 
Cliff Work, Keith’s, a gross was 
registered of $4,400. 





Henry Gugler on Trial 


Charged with grand larceny, Harry 
W. Gugler, former treasurer of 
Keith’s Vaudeville Collection agency, 
1564 Broadway, is scheduled to go 
to trial before a jury and Judge 
Rosalsky in General Sessions today 
(Wednesday). He is accused of 
stealing $3,000 of the company’s 
money on Jan. 8 last and is held 
under $5,000 bail. 


According to Herman Zohbel, of 


1560 Broadway, complainant against 
Gugler, the latter appropriated sev- 
eral checks while acting as treasurer. 
Tkese checks, according to Zohbel, 
were turned over by the defendant 
to the 229 West 46th Street Corp. 
When arrested on Feb. 13, the police 
say, Gugler admitted he turned the 
money over to the 46th Street Corp. 
in order to make good on funds he 
had misappropriated from that or- 
ganization, of which he was also 
connected. 

He pleaded not guilty when ar- 
raigned on the indictment. 





HARRY WEBER’S SHORTS 
Los Angeles, April 9. 
Harry Weber is here from New 
York and in conference with pro- 
duction execs at Pathe as to the 
number of short subjects he will 
produce for that company. 
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During a recent plunge by 
the Market a musical comedy 
comic found himself holding 
1,000 shares of Radio. Friendly 
with a big auto financier, whom 
he had met through political 
connections, and who was on 
his way to Europe, the actor 
waited as long as he could for 
a rige and then wirelessed the 
boat: “I have 1,000 shares of 
Radio, am worried, what'll I 
do?” 

And the answer came back: 

‘I’ve got 43,000, what about 
139° 


Davis Going Dark 


Pittsburgh, April 9. 
Davis, Stanley-W. B. two-a-day 
vaude house here, booked through 
Keith’s, will not go films next week 
when straight vaude ends, but will 
remain closed for summer, unless 
stock impresario is willing to meet 
the rent figure of $1,600 weekly. 
Two-a-day lasted just 17 weeks 


here, as loser. 

Several of the local executives in- 
sist that the two-a-day policy will 
be res:imed in the fall, but it is 
doubtful. More likely that house 
will go vaudfilm or stay closed per- 
manently, sir.ce it hasn’t paid under 
any policy for years now. 

















Chicago Indie Agents 
Take Ass’n Franchises 


Chicago, April 9. 

Ed Morse and Sam Roberts, who 
built up the two largest inde- 
pendent agencies, applied for and 
have received R-K-O-W. V. M. A. 
franchises. 
Previously the boys had turned 
down offers to align themselves with 
the association, as their inde- 
pendent business gave them a free 
hand and an income larger than that 
of the average W. V. M. A. agent. 
But with Billy Diamond of the 
Sun-Diamond independent booking 
office joining the association as 
head of a new and extensive family 
department, the heart was taken out 
of the independent organizations 
here. It was as a direct result of 
Diamond’s move that Roberts and 
Morse applied for W. V. M. A. fran- 
chises. ; 

Both men will move to the State- 
Lake pbuilding. 


Fox Extends Vaudfilm 








The Fox vaude policy of the 
Academy, New York, and the Fox, 
Brooklyn, went into effect at Fox’s 
Philadelphia Monday (April 8), 
show in for full week booked by 
Phil Bloom in the N. Y. Fox office. 

The starter included Countess 
Sonia revue, Pressler and Klaiss, 
Anatole Friedland and Co., Jimmy 
Hussey, Morris and Campbell, with 
“Girls Gone Wild” film feature. 





F. & M.’S FIRST IN DENVER 


Denver, April 9. 


“Rolling on Idea,” the first of the 
Fanchon and Marco stage units 
(road) to play here, opened Satur- 
day at the Tabor Grand, renamed 
Colorado, 

House is RCA Photophone wired. 
Its initial sound picture is “Synco- 
pation” (Radio Pictures). 

Local Orpheum announced it 
would be the first theatre in town 
to use Photophone, opening with 
that sound device Friday, 





COWAN ALL-PUBLIX 


Rubey Cowan, for three years 
special author of Publix presenta- 
tions, and also under contract to 
Feist’s, has resigned from. that 
firm to devote himself exclusively 
to Publix. 

His songs will be published by 
Spier & Coslow, Inc., in which firm 
Publix has a 25 per cent interest. 





McNally Leaves Keith's 
John MeNally is leaving Keith’s 





production department, 


The V. M. P. A. has handed down 
its decision in favor of Allen K. 
Foster that Leo Post, formerly a 
Foster employee as stage dance di- 
rector, infringed on Foster’s . crea- 
tion of the “web act.” Post had 
made the complaint, taking the ini- 
tiative because Foster, through his 
attorney, Julius Kendler, had fop- 
mally notified all vaudeville cir- 
cuits that Post’s Orange Blossom 
Girls’ act. was an alleged infringe- 
ment on Foster’s property and that 
circuits booking the Post act would 
be held liable for any damages, 

Post had attempted to secure a 

Supreme Court injunction against 
Foster. It was denied. Post then 
took his complaint to the V. M. 
P. A., which, in a brief opinion, 
ruled against the complainant and 
affirmatively opined that Foster is 
entitled to protection for his “web 
act.” 
A slant in the opinion is that the 
V. M. P. A. reaffirms its previous 
rulings that priority always de- 
termines the claims of conflicting 
acts and that Post’s allegation that 
Foster had re-adapted the “web 
act” idea from 19th century stage 
effects had nothing to do with it. 
As far as Foster was concerned, he 
had reintroduced the idea when at 
the Hippodrome several seasons 
ago. 





MEMPHIS ORPHEUM 


Now Playing Vaudfilm at Lowered 
Prices 








Memphis, April 9. 


Commencing this week, five 
modnths after opening, Keith's 
pheum is playing a vaudfilm p. . 
gram, twice daily, pictures with 
five acts. Previously the house has 
been playing a _ straight vaude 
policy. 

Prices have been cut to 25c at 
mats and 50c nights. 

The local Orpheum, rented by the 
former Orpheum Circuit when un- 
der Marcus Heiman’s direction, has 
been losing from $2,000 to $4,000 
weekly since it started, It never 
had a chance with the original 
policy in this six day town. 

Its present policy is the same as 
Loew’s, with Loew’s operating 
three houses here and smothering 
the Orpheum, 

When the first Orpheum burned 
here about three years ago it was 
thought the Orpheum had unhap- 
pily rid itself of this costly show 
city. But adding another to his 
many monumental blunders in di- 
recting the Orpheum Circuit, Hei- 
man thought he would display his 
shrewdness by renting the house 
built by.local money. It became a 
heritage to Keith’s present con- 
troller, R-K-O. 

Orpheum, Memphis, changing to 
Saturday opening May 12, will be 
transferred by Keith’s to the Inter- 
state book and booked by Charlie 
Freeman as part of the southern 
circuit. 


Keith’s Dodging Heat 


Keith’s,. Toledo, will discontinue 
vaude for sound film policy April 
21. It will be the first time out for 
vaude in Toledo over the summer 
since Keith’s opened. New Par- 
amount (presentations) has been 
doing the biz of the town all win- 
ter. 

Other Keith stands ducking vaude 
for the hot spell are Empress (But- 
terfield), Grand Rapids, May 26, and 
Orpheum, Champaign, Il. 

Orpheum, Springfield, Tll., went 
stage band this week with three 
specialty acts booked through 
Keith’s (New York). Vaude will be 
restored in the fall. 











DENMAN OUT 


Arthur Denman, family depart- 
ment booker, handed in his resig- 
nation to Keith's yesterday (Tues- 
day). 

Lately he has been doing road 
work in addition to booking a group 
of southern indies. 





Harry Jolson Leaving 


Harry Jolson, blackface comic, 
leaves for the West Coast Saturday 
to begin work on the Universal lot. 
Jolson will be featured in “The 
Minstrel Man,” talker. 





Miss Painter at Palace 
Eleanor Painter, lyric soprano, 





will debut at Keith’s Palace April 21. 


Foster Declared Creator 
Of “Web Act” with Girls 





Pro Rata Salaries on Keith Splits 2 
In Effect May 9 on Entire Circuit 








Py 
Frank B. Morton Better 
ft 





Not long ago Frank B. Mor- 
ton, vaudevillian, was in such 
poor health that he told any 
number of his friends that he 
didn’t care to live. 

His condition was so ema- 
ciated that the N. V. A. offered 
relief by sending him to the 
French hospital. There Mor- 
ton submitted to four or five 
blood transfusions with the re- 
sult that Morton is out and 
around, noticeably improved. 

He has taken a new lease on 
life and is resuming his former 
stage work. 











Klein Leaves Fox 





Arthur Klein left the New York 
theatre department of William Fox 
last week. He had been assistant 
to John Zanft, the Fox General 
theatre manager. 


With the Targe Fox theatres al- 
most wholly going vaude in con- 
junction with the pictures, and with 
the Fox vaudeville agency, headed 
by Jack Loeb, taking over the vaud 
bookings, nothing was left for Klein 
in the Zanft department. 

The former agent may return to 
agenting, either as an independent 
or as a franchised agent with a 
chain’s booking office. 





Delmar Lining Up New 
South Time for Keith’s 


Jule Delmar has returned from a 
10-day trip for Keith’s through the 
south, stating eight towns formerly 
identified with the circuit are in the 
bag to come back, with a ninth 
possible, 

The sure-fire eight, according to 
Jule, are Charleston, Roanoke, 
Raleigh, Greensboro, Durham (N. 
C.), Asheville, Montgomery and 
Savannah, all now straight films or 
indie vaude. Danville, Va., pends. 

At its peak four years ago Keith 
Southern route, booked for so long 


by Delmar that it was generally 
named for him, comprised 14% 
weeks. At present there are four 


theatres and two weeks of time re- 
maining from that circuit. The 
four are Charlotte, Winston-Salem, 
Chattanooga and Knoxville, all 
splits. The rest started to fall out 
three years ago. 

Delmar is back with Keith’s as 
road man, with the circuit also try- 
ing to build up the south through 
him. In knitting it together again 
Delmar may book it as in the past. 





Marion Harris Drops Out 
Chicago, April 9. 

Marion Harris, booked to appear 
at Palace this week, canceled Sat- 
urday because of billing. She was 
splitting the top with the Duncan 
Sisters. 

Matter considered a break for 
house as the show was too expen- 
sive and Miss Harris figures locally 
as a single headliner. 





F-M IDEA SCRAPPED 
Los Angeles, April 9. 

Fanchoni and Marco closed the 
“Green Hat” idea, starring Gene 
Morgan, at Sacramento last week. 

The unit was not up to the aver- 
age and with “Rolling On” going 
east minus a star Morgan was 
shifted and the others brought back 
to Los Angeles. 





FIRST SUMMER CLOSINGS 


Academy, Newburgh, and Barda- 
van, Poughkeepsie, will close for the 
summer for the first time in five 
years. Both are Publix houses, 
booking vaude through Keith’s. 

Closing date is June l. Reopening 
with vaude. 





O’Denishawn’s Act Closed 


Florence O’Denishawn’s dance act 
with Maurice La Pue has closed 
after showing for Keith’s at the 81st 
Street, first half of last week. 

Jerry Cargill, producer, wanted to 
put in the Lathrop brothers as 
strengtheners but Miss O’Denishawn 
objected. Act may be reopened with 





new alignment. 





Starting week of May 65, salaries 
for first and last half bills in all 
theatres booked by Keith’s will be 
set and paid pro rata. 

Up to the present time Keith’s 
New York booking office has not 
financially distinguished between 
three and four-day “halves.” All 


splits have been paying the same 
and the short weeks (six days) on 
full week basis. Splits of more 
than two days and up to four have 
been literally “halves.” 

Or-heum and Orpheum Jr. houses, 
usir. the four and three-sevenths 
salary system, have been the only 
exceptions among houses booking 
through New York Keith’s. Uneven 
splits have been held even also by 
the independents booking through 
that office as well as by Keith’s own 
houses, 

Pro rata arrangement prevails in 
Keith’s Western (Chicago) booking 
offices, affecting all theatres booked 
out there, Keith-booked or owned. 

Loew’s, Fox and the majority of 
other organized circuits or indie 
booking offices pay off proportion- 
ately on week divisions, 

Keith’s move in the pro rata di- 
rection is one of economy. Point 
of view is that three-day engage- 
ments do not, in fairness, rate 
four-day salaries, although at fin- 
ish of a week of two splits the final 
salary is the same whether paid in 
halves or proportionate sevenths, 
Those houses do their best business 
in the four-day half, including 
Sunday, are spending equal money 
for the same shows the last three 
days of the week, without chance 
of getting anywhere near the first 
half gross. Theatres deprived by 
law of Sunday trade and playing six 
days out of seven should not be 
forced into the expenses of seven- 
day stands without Sunday grosses, 
it is claimed, 


Works Two Ways 


If not used as a wedge to keep 
acts “in line,” as formerly, the 
mixed salary plan may prove ben- 
eficial to both Keith's and the acts, 
In the west up to recently pro rata 
entered in the Heiman and Kahl 
methods of bulling acts and cutting 
salaries and was widely credited 
with contributing to the decline of 
western vaude. 

Acts not numbered among those 
in the good graces of Keith’s and 
Orpheum’s Chicago bookers were, 
under the three-sevenths system, 
handed routes of three-day stands 
and six-day weeks. On such occa- 
sions acts found their regular sale 
aries greatly reduced on routes of 
any length. 

In retaliation, when informed of 
the short salaried dates, many of 
the affected acts raised their sale 
aries to secure the difference. 
Keith’s in the end, in that manner, 
usually lost whatever it had gained, 

A number of the indies booking 
through Keith’s have signified they 
are against the general pro rata 
salary idea, regarding it harmful 
to the extent it may revive former 
unrest in the now comparatively 
peaceful vaude circles. 

Pro rata arrangement will be 
particularly effective in Keith’s 
New York houses where the first 
“half” (Sunday opening) of four 
days is most important and booked 
accordingly. 

The May 6 date goes for the en- 
tire circuit. 





CARGILL’S $2,500 FLASH 


Fox has booked Jerry Cargill's 
act, “Palm Beach Nights,” at $2,500 
net, plus fares. Act has 19 people 
and a_e carpenter. It opens in 
Bridgeport this week and will play 
around New England. 

Another Cargill flash, Jack Sid- 
ney’s Frolics, is playing for Loew’s, 
current at the State, Boston, and @ 
third flash, Jack Bains’ Band Show, 
opens on a Loew southern tour. 














© JERRY CARGILL § 
> 

a PERSONAL g 
5 REPRESENTATION = 
> Jerry Cargill maintains no — 
7 branch offices. Every few z 
S weeks he personally visits o 
_. Chicago, Detroit, etc., to PER- : 
3% SONALLY render service to pe 
6 his professional clients. . 
E $560 Broadway, New York City © 
~ Telephones Bryant 0554-5 ? 
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Simon Agency to Expand in East: 
Quits Chicago Leadership and 200 Acts 





Chicago, April 9. 
Securing an eastern R-K-O 
Keith) franchise after lengthy and 
persistent effort, the Simon Agency 
of Chicago in withdrawing from 
this territory takes away the larg- 
est and most powerful vaudeville 
agency in the west. 
The Simon Agency, composed of 
Johnny, Irvin and Ferdie Simon, 


represents 200 acts. For a long 
time the Simon boys sought to ob- 
tain a New York Keith franchise 
yecause their business had ex- 
panded to the greatest possible ex- 
tent under local limitations. Their 
attempts .to enter larger fields al- 
ways had been thwarted by east- 
ern powers. It wasn’t until the 
R-K-O regime had come into con- 
trol that the Simon agency's re- 
quests were considered. Upon rec- 
ommendation of Ben Piazza, gen- 
eral western booking manager, 
George Godfrey in the east gave the 
Simons a New York franchise. 

The Simon agency will not be 
permitted to maintain Chicago of- 
fices, but will use a Chicago Keith 
franchised agent to represent its 
material here the same as any other 
eastern agent. In moving to the 
eastern field, the Simon agency has 
given its acts full permission to 
break away and secure other rep- 
resentation if desired. The Simons 
have also severed all previous east- 
ern connections. 

When the Simon Agency started 
in business 16 years ago it was 
the first and only W. V. M. A. 
(Ass'n) franchised agency and 
maintained its leadership over the 
field of Keith agencies out here. 
The Simons were the major rep- 
resentatives of eastern agents for 
this territory. 

With them to New York goes a 
tremendous lineup of western acts. 
Their eastern office will open June 3. 


Edgar Allen May Go 
Abroad with “Peaches” 


Edgar Allen left the Polyclinic 
Hospital, New York, Saturday after 
being removed there from his 
apartment in the Hotel Windsor, 
suffering from a nervous collapse. 
Allen is back at hig hotel convales- 
cing and will be confined for an- 
other week. f 

The appendicitis symptoms sus- 
pected proved a false alarm. The 
collapse was a general nervous 
breakdown of a milder form. 

The tabloids’ innuendo rumors 
that Allen and Peaches Browning, 
for whom he is personal representa- 
tive, had, had a falling out are in 
error. Allen sails with Peaches 
and her mother, Ma Heenan, on a 
European tour the latter part of 
April unless the booker’s pending 
negotiations to align with one of 
two vaudeville circuits with whom 





vhe is dickering are consummated. 





Bill Morris Okay 


William Morris, Sr., is back in the 
Square and looking good after sev- 
eral weeks of illness. 

Monday they coaxed Bill into 
sticking long enough to pick up the 
tunch check at the Picture Club. 





‘HELEN WEHRLE MARRYING 


Helen Wehrle, dancer, who re- 
turned last week from abroad, will 
be married to Arthur Quenzer, sax- 
aphone soloist, with Aaronson’s 
at St. Raymond's 


Catholic Church, Lynbrook, L. L, 
April 28. 





Mobile Wants Vaude 


Mobile, April 9. 

Local syndicate is reported to 
have offered RKO a theatre pro- 
Position for Mobile. Understanding 
here is that the corporation would 
build, with RKO taking the house 
on a long lease and privilege of sub- 
leasing 


Colored Team's Shorts 
Los Angeles, April 9. 
Buck and Bubbles, colored vaude 


combo, go with Pathe for six Wild 
Cat Shorts. 





Bernstein’s Harry Jolson Story 


+ 


Los Angeles, April 9. 
sadore Bernstein is writing an 
nese al «for Harry Jolson'’s first! 
Tri 


yers il picture, 











ROONEY’S 25TH 


Pat and Marion Celebrate With 
Friends in New York 


On April 8, 1904, as Pat Rooney 
was stealing away with his bride, 
Marion Bent, some friends who 
couldn't be fooled were at the Penn- 
sylvania station in New York. One 
of them threw an old shoe for good 
luck to the newlyweds. It was hard 
luck to Harry Cooper, who caught it 
on the beak. 


Last night at the Rooney house, 
also in New York, the same 
schnozzle was there with hosts of 
other pals of the Rooneys, to make 
Pat and Marion realize what 25 
years of steady marriage means in 
the show. business. 

Present likewise and muchly im- 
portant was Pat, 3d, the other 
Rooney, who wasn’t at the wedding. 

Getting over the effect of the re- 
action, all of the Rooneys will start 
cheering up the Fox patrons for a 
few weeks, opening next week at 
Philadelphia. After that is through 
with, they will do some more cheer- 
ing for Loew’s, then ski back to 
the Coast and Universal for shorts. 








4th Anniversary for 
Jewish Theatrical Guild 


Jimmy Walker and Father Fahey 
of the Catholic Actors Guild took 
Good Friday off April 21, 1925, to 
help form the Jewish Theatrical 
suild, It happened of course on a 
Friday and in the afternoon. As 
ths only Christians present at the 
christening, the Jewish founders of 
the Guild can not forget it. 


On this coming April 21 (Sunday) 
at the Jolson theatre, also in the 
afternoon, Mayor James Walker 
will receive a commemorative cane, 
presented by William Morris, the 
first and present president of the 
Guild. 








Minn. 16-Year Bill 


Minneapolis, April 9. 


Minnesota senate welfare commit - 
tee has voted approval of the bill 
prohibiting professional theatrical 
appearances of children under 16. 
An amendment excepts where a 
parent appears with the child. 

Sponsors of the measure fought 
this amendment which will enable 
several family troupes operating in 
Minnesota to continue in existence. 
But the F. & R. kiddie revues will 
have to be discontinued. 





Eddie Kane as Zieggy 


Los Angeles, April 9. 

Eddie Kane, formerly Kane and 
Herman, vaudeville, added to Para- 
mount’s talking version of “Bur- 
lesque.” 

He will again impersonate Flo 
Zeigfeld, as he did so well in “The 
Broadway Melody.” 





SHOT IN HAND BY BLANK 

While rehearsing in his dressing 
room Monday afternoon, Al Gould, 
who plays a bit in the Sol Gould 
act at the Academy, New York, 
this week, shot himself in the left 
hand, the blank cartridge causing 
a slight laceration. 

Treated at the Jewish Hospital 
by Dr. Levine, the accident was 
reported to police headquarters 
and Detective Carroll, of the Mer- 
cer street station, was sent to in- 
vestigate. 

When learning Gould carried a 
permit for the use of the gun in 
the act and of the blank instead 
of a bullet the matter was dropped. 
yould continued in the act with a 
pandaged hand. 


ALPERT-ROGERS MARRIAGE 


Pauline Alpert, Victor recording 
pianist, is engaged to marry Roy 
Rogers, vaude actor. Marriage will 
take place in Chicago early in June. 


Mort Harris, Fox Stager 
Mort Harris, pro- 
ducer, has been signed by Fox and 

will leave for ] 


shortly 
musical for taikers. 


picture house 


the Coast as 


stager 





“There is a consistently fine bill 
at the Orpheum this week, with 
Billy and Elsa Newell heading the 
comedy division. The Spanish 
Troubadour scene continues a big 
favorite, but this versatile pair have 
a wide variety of humor.” 

—San Francisco Bulletin. 

Week April 14, St. Louis theatre, 
St. Louis, Mo. 














Week-End Business 





Chicago, April 9. 

Two of today’s vaudevillians 
on Randolph street: 

“So long,” says one. = 
just got booked for six days in 
Iowa and Missouri. See you 
in three weeks.” 

Why three weeks?” 

“Six Saturdays and Sundays 
make three weeks.” 








L 


Saved Pinch by Doing 
Act for Traffic Cops 


Washington, April 9. 


Bobby Pincus was at the Fox last 
week. So was John Irving Fisher. 

Opening night of the week, town’s 
chief of police retired and Fisher 
went over to entertain—Pincus 
didn’t. 


Four nights later Pincus was out 
riding with Cinns, of Shelton and 
Cinns, also on the bill, and was 
nabbed going 70 miles an hour in 
a rented car. Performer couldn't re- 
member police chief’s name nor 
hotel where party was given, but he 
told the coppers he was there. They 
asked for proof and Pincus did his 
act on the roadside. He got away 
with it. 


Exactly 16 minutes later he was 
nabbed again, this time for 45 an 
hour. Again he repeated his act and 
again got away with it! 

This from the cop of the first 
pinch who came into the theatre to 
further check on the comedian. 











Jack Kreindl Marries 


Eddie Cantor and George Olsen 
were dual “best man” for their mu- 
tual personal representative, Jack 
Kreindl, when he made Alice Mon- 
roe, former professional, Mrs. 
Kriendl. The marriage was per- 
formed by City Clerk Michael J. 
Cruise in Municipal Hall April 4. 

Kreindl’s interests are manifold. 
He is with a Wall street brokerage; 
he is an insurance agent, and also 
acts as Cantor and Olsen's personal 
manager. 





McQUARRIE’S $300 GONE 

Earl McQuarrie, vaudeville, living 
at the Chesterfield Hotel, reported 
to the manager the theft of $300 
from his room while he slept. 

It was rumored McQuarrie was 
chloroformed, but that was denied 
by the hotel, McQuarrie preferring 
not to make the matter of his loss 
public. 





BITTEN BY CAT 


Los Angeles, April 9. 
Louise Dresser is confined to her 
home in Glendale, Cal., due to 
wounds received when bitten by a 
cat. 
She was attempting to rescue a 
pet puppy from the cat’s attack. 





TED LAUDER’S VACATION 


Ted Lauder, formerly Keith's 
booking head, left New York last 
week for Hot Springs, Ark., on 4a 


At Palace, N. 


TOO MANY ACTS 








2 Film Houses in Pittsburgh Go 


Overboard on Shows 


Pittsburgh, April 9. 

Too much talent on bills of two 
opposish film houses last week, so 
several acts were switched to other 
houses and at least one was given 
a vacation with pay. 

After the first show Monday  aft- 
ernoon, Stanley realized error in 
booking three turns to surround 
Duncan Sisters, so Affie Martin and 
Reo Brothers were. sent to Davis, 
two-a-day vaude house, also con- 
trolled by Stanley-WB, the former 
going in with Harry Waiman’s girl 
band with the Reos opening after 
intermission, giving the house nine 
instead of eight acts. 

Jackie Terris, boy warbler, was 
given a vacation, opening at the 
Enright on ‘Saturday: 

Penn had too much in Publix. unit, 
“Bubbling Over,” surrounding Lupe 
Velez. Markell and Faun, dancers, 
were sent to Philadelphia; to re- 


join the show in Rochester this 
week. 


Franchise for Simon 
In East No Precedent 


After three turndowns, Simon 
Agency (Keith’s), Chicago, has 
finally obtained an eastern fran- 
chise. Simons will close their Chi- 
cago office to open in New York 
June 1. 


Keith’s last refusal to permit the 
Simons to migrate east resulted in 
general notification that no west- 
ern Keith agent may directly oper- 
ate in the east, and vice-versa. On 
that occasion the Simons were in- 
formed that Keith’s New York 
booking office was already overload- 
ed with agents. The new exception, 
according .to Godfrey, goes for the 
Simon office only. 

Johnny Simons was in New York 
last week in connection with the 
franchise. 


Aerial Concert 


Los Angeles, April 9. 

Lynn Cowan who opens April 12 
as m. c. at Loew’s Warfield, San 
Francisco, gets credit for being the 
first to take a miniature piano on 
an airplane flight as a publicity 
gag. Cowan booked passage on a 
plane that flew from here to Bould- 
er Dam, Nev., and return, providing 
a concert enroute for the passen- 
gers. Piano is the one Cowan uses 
on the stage and the flight was 
filmed by Fox Movietone. 

















Canada’s R. R. Tax Off 


Chicago, April 9. 
Starting May 1 the tax on rail- 
road and Pullman fares in Canada 
will be discontinued. 
Announcement made by Sam 
Thall of the R-K-O transportation 
department. 





LOEW’S, AKRON, SPECIAL 

Special bill booked for Loew's 
(new), Akron, O., opening April 27, 
will include Wally Sharples, Sun- 
shine Sammy, Milo, Lime Trio and 
Sheldon, Heft and Lewis. 

Following opening week the 
new Loew’s will step in the regular 
Loew road show (vaude) route as 
a full week stand, following Evans- 
ville and preceding Canton. 


JACK BENNY’S FILM YEAR 
Los Angeles, April 9. 
Jack Benny, who recently com- 
»vleted a five weeks’ stay at the Or- 
pheum, and who is completing an 
RKO tour, has been placed under 
a year contract by M-G-M. It’s the 
result of his work in M-G-M’s “Fol- 
lie.s.” Benny will be used for com- 
edy. 





BULL MONTANA’S DATE 


Bull Montana, Hollywood's hand- 





vacation. He is interested in realty 
holdings with his father-in-law, F. | 


\F. Albee. } 


somest juv, is entering vaude 
He opens for Keith's, last half, at 
the Jefferson, New York. 


Marx Bros. High-Salaried Act 


+ 
| Marx Bros 
| 
| 


ae —a® 


Y., $7,000 for Week 


will return to vaude 
week on a three-week Keith 
booking, at the Palace, 
New York, for two weeks, and fol- 
|lowing with a 


side. 


| next 


opening 


week at the River- 
Two reports on their come- 
back weekly salary are $7,000 and 
57,500, with the lowest likely. 

At $7,000, net, the Marxes will be 
the highest salaried act to ever play 
the Palace. With a company of 15, 
including themselves, they will do 
about 30 minutes. 

In September, 1921, during their 
last season in vaude, the Marx 
Bros., then with 11 people, played 
the Palace for $2,500. 


William Morris is their personal 
representative on all bookings. 
Keith’s announced the Palace and 
Riverside bookings as “direct.” 

Marx Bros. folded up their “Ani- 
mal Crackers”, Saturday after 24 
weeks at the 44th Street, New York. 

Last Marx Bros. engagement 
outside of legit was in picture 
houses in the middle west a year or 
so ago at $5,000. 


Other Salaries 

While the Marxes are credited 
with the largest Palace salary’ of 
the more modern day vaudeville at 
the Palace, the amount was ex- 
ceeded by the first engagement, 
some years ago, at the Palace of 
Paul Whiteman, who then received 
$7,875, net of $7,500. 

Years before that the late Sarah 
Bernhardt appeared at the Palace, 
New York, under her Martin Beck 
(Orpheum) contract at $1,000 daily, 
or $7,000 weekly. 


R-K-O Takes on First 
Film P. A. Specialist 


Los Angeles, April 8. 
Hillstreet (RKO), vaude-pictures, 
is first of the cireuit houses on the 


coast to add to its staff a. picture 
publicist and exploitation man. 

They have Louis Marangella, for- 
merly press agent for Sam Gold- 
wyn, who also handled “Ben Hur” 
in Italy, and prior to returning to 
the coast six months ago got out 
the Warner Bros. house organ in 
New York. 








Air Fare Halved 


Minneapolis, April 9. 
As a result of a reduction to $30, 
one-way fare via airplane between 
Minneapolis and Chicago by the 


three companies operating pass- 
enger planes, local theatrical mana- 
gers believe small troupes and acts 
that do not carry scenery will util- 
ize air transportation between the 
two stands. 

The distance is 400 miies. The 
former fare of $50 is now the round- 
trip fare. 





Coast Orph Goes Grind 


Oakland, April 9. 


The Orpheum here, one of the few 
remaining two-a-day houses on the 
circuit, goes into grind with talking 
pictures and vaudeville in another 
week. Recently the Orpheum start- 
ed a three-a-day policy on Sunday. 
Previously it was two-a-day all but 
Saturday. ; 





Stewart on Warner Sound 


Stuart Stewart is leaving Keith's 
to join the Warner-Stanley booking 
agency as assistant to Bryan Foy, 
head of Warners’ sound short de- 
partment. 





NEWBERRY-HOLBROOK ACT 


William Holbrook and Barbara 
Newberry have teamed for vaude 
and booked with Keith’s through 
Charles Morrison for 12 weeks, 
opening April 28 out of town. Hol- 
brook recently dissolved partner- 
ship with Ann Pritchard. 

Miss Newberry is under produc- 
tion contract to Ziegfeld. 





Ada May Back for Week 
Ada May (Weeks), with the closed 
“Rio Rita,” returns to vaude at the 
Riverside, New York 
| Keith ig is for 
lonly. 
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On-the-Spot M’s'ment Inaugurated 





Chicago, April 9. 
As his first move in restoring 
; Orpheum Jr. houses at the box 
, office, Nate Blumberg, new divis- 


| fonal manager of that theatre group 
has obtained permission to cut out 
eastern booking and book the cir- 
cuit entirely out of Chicago. 

Probably no other circuit in the 
country been kicked around 
_as much has the Jr. houses. 
formerly, with Sam Kahl in charge, 
’ tt was known as the “Kut” Kahl 
circuit and acts took its time on 
sliced salaries and under protest 
jagainst tthe brusque manner in 
: which they were handled. Under 
all forms of mismanagement, the 
circuit petered away and _ several 
years ago sank deep in the red. 
For the past two or three years 
its losses have been enormous. 

At present the circuit has houses 


has 
as 


in Springfield, Ill; Champaign, 
Rockford, Madison, Wis.; South 
Bend, In.; Sioux City, Ia., Des 


Moines and Davenport. 

The Junior houses, according to 
the view here, have been regarded 
as dumping grounds by some east- 
ern bookers. Eastern acts, with 
eastern salaries and reputations, 
were sent into little midwestern 
houses that could not afford them 
and got no benefit from the eastern 
“names.” 

With the sanction of Joe Plunkett, 
Blumberg has stopped all eastern 
bookings and will have the midwest 
houses handled by men who know 
the local situation. There will be 
no more booking of turns meaning 
f>thing in the territory but with 
salaries ranging from $750 to $1,500. 

All the Junior Orpheum stands 
have been wired, and are prepared 
to further cut: expenses by going 
into straight sound for the summer 

» months. In season they will have 
' an elastic policy of sound pictures 
/ and vaudeville, with size and qual- 
‘ity of the vaude bills depending 
on the quality of the pictures. A 
weak picture will get strong stage 
_ support, and vice-versa. 
Sound installed at the Madison 
' brought a record opening week. 
| Springfield and Champaign also 
‘ showed profitable weeks for the 
first time in several months, 





MARRIAGES 


Sidney Mason and Margaret 

' Watson in Lebanon Springs, N. H..,. 

March 15. Mason, leading man, and 

. bride, ingenue, Garrick Players, 

Northampton, Mass. Wedding kept 

secret until company recently dis- 
banded. 

Willy Blease to Melita Wronna, 
Lilliputians, April 3, in New York. 

Laura Wilkinson to Curt R. Horr- 
mann (non-pro) in N. Y., April 6. 

Alice Monroe MacGillivary to 
Jack Kreindl (non-pro) in New 
York, April 5. 

Roy D’Arcy (Guisti), remarried 
Mrs. Laura Guisti in Hollywood, 
April 3. Couple were divorced 
three months ago. 

Chaz Chase and Joan Masters, 
dancer, March 31 at the bride's 
home in New York. 

Al Waldman (Ted and Al Wald- 
man) and Arlein Waterman, non- 
pro, announce their engagement. 





Grand, St. L., 5-10 Grind 
Grand, Orpheum Jr. house, St. 
Louis, discontinues vaude April 14 
to go into a grind picture policy 
at 5-10c. 





Vera Gordon’s Back 


Vera Gordon will re-enter vaude 
in a sketch, opening’ for Keith's 
May 5 at the Jefferson, New York. 





Hyde’s Units for Loew’s 


Johnny Hyde is embellishing his 
agenting activities with the William 
Morris cftice by producing units for 
Loew's. His production side-line is 
independent of the Morris agency, 
which books the acts but has no 
interest in the productions. 
“Whooping It Up,” last week at 
the State, New York, with the Lan- 
der Bros. and Raymond Fagan’s or- 
chestra, is Hughes’ first unit. Ritz 
Bros. and Alex Hyde and orchestra 
are slated for two other unit flashes. 
Alex Hyde’s Carnival is a 26 
people flash, salaried at $4,000 
which both Loew's and RKO have 
booked, currently at Loew's Hillside, 
Jamaica, and then switching to 
Proctor’s 58th Street, the last half, 
coming into the Palace in a fort- 
night. Mort Harris staged the Hyde 
act. 

Johnny Hyde also owns Al Wohl- 
man’s unit. 





NEW ACTS 
Harry Hines and Maude Harris 
are rehearsing a new Unit for 
Loew. Twenty-four in the cast, in- 
cluding a twelve-piece band. 
Shirley Mason in a new act with 
six boys, “Tid Bits.” Bunny Wel- 
don produced. 
A new unit with Harry Steppe as 
the principal comic is being framed 
under Yvette’s direction. 





JUDGMENTS 


Aubrey L. Lyles; Rothmere Mort- 
gage Corp.; $4,040. 


Mammy Amus. Co., Inc.; 
Edison Co.; $68. 


A. Lyle Leverich; Harris Struc- 
tural Steel Co., Inc.; $14,339. 


Harold Atteridge; J. D. Nagel; 
$1,578. 


4th Estate Pub. Co.; N. Y. Times 
Co.; costs, $111. 


Druban Producing Co., Inc.; W. 
T. Gamble; $220 


Philip Goodman; 
Litho. Co., Inc.; $317. 


Satisfied Judgments 


John McKeon; Adolphe Menjou; 
costs, $121.45; Dec. 19, 1928. 


INCORPORATIONS 


NEW YORK 


Boasberg and Brock, Inc., Manhattan, 
picture machines, $20,000; Rose Kurtz, 
William Selnick, Helen R. Ryder. 


Metropolitan Coaster Co., Inc., Kings, 
amusement resort, $20,000; Irving Rosen- 
thal, Anna Atark, J, R. Dupee. 


Central City Empire Theatre Corp., 
Syracuse, pictures, 250 shares, no par; 
Marc Buckland, Albert P. Kaufman, Eva 
Fitzer Bettigole. 


N. Y. 


H.C. Miner 





George S. Gullette, Inc., Manhattan, 
picture apparatus, $25,000; George S. 
Gullette, Herbert Smith, Mathilde B 
Gullette. 

Radio Cinemanvision Comp. Manhattan, 
pictures; J. Richard avis, Evelyn 


Rosenthal, Alexander _ Berley. 


WMCA Artists’ Bureau, Inc., Manhat- 
tan, $5,000; Donald J. Flamm, Marion K. 
Gilliam, Del Blkwood. 


Syracuse Play Producting Corp., Man- 





hattan; Anne Ejichel, Florence L. Levy, 
Nelle Balatow. 


, Prudence Pictures Corp., Manhattan, 
ri F. Kob, Bertha Cuyler, J. Weber 
App. 


High Sand Amusement Corp., Kings, 
pictures; Marie Faden, Bernard Davis, 
Leo M. Fast. 


Mansak Productions, Inc., Manhattan, 
productions and real estate; Lester W. 
Adler, Wallace A. Manheimer, Aaron 
Sacks. 

Cowintard, Inc., Manhattan, theatri- 


cals; Arthur lL. Ross, William L. Gross, 
Doris Isaacs. 


Blue and Livingston, Inc., Manhattan, 
pictures; Albert L. Stark, Jack Living- 
ston, Tessie L. Segel. 


Trans-American P and T Corp., New 


York, composition; Phoebe Peiner, Ar- 
thur F. O'Brien, Harry Buchman, 





Keith-Booked Indie 


Embassy (indie), Waltham, Mass., 
will book through Keith's, starting 





April 15. 


Fanchon-Marco to Train 
Their Own Chorus Girls 


Los Angeles, April 9. 

Fanchon and Marco will open a 
dancing school in which all girls 
used in their lines and other spe- 
cialty work are to be trained. Girls 
will be selected from all the small 
towns along the coast in which 
Fanchon and Marco productions are 
played. Each girl after a four- 
month course, will receive a two- 
year contract, Fanchon and Marco 
guaranteeing 32 weeks’ work each 
season. 


Contract will provide for $40 a 
week first six months, $45 for sec- 
ond six months, $50 a week for 
second year. A charge of around 
$150 for tuition will be made to 
the girls, with possibility that if 
they play a two-year contract 
money will be refunded as a bonus. 

Gwen Evans and Eve Roth will 
be instructors in charge of the 
school with Fanchon and Marco 
supervising. School will be con- 
ducted in a @uilding that Fox West 
Coast are taking at Washington 
and Hoover. It will occupy a floor 
with 32,000 feet of space and have 
two stages; $25,000 will be expended 
in getting school ready. Fanchon 
and Marco executive office, Art 
Scenic and Costume Department 
will also be in this building. 





ILL AND INJURED 


Louise Garnet, “Lady Fingers,” 
appendicitis, Sydenham hospital, 
April 3. 


George A. McGuinness, former 
theatre treasurer, is_ indefinitely 
confined at the U. 8S. Veterans’ Hos- 
pital, Castle Point, N. Y. 


June Parks (Parks Sisters), se- 
verely injured in an automobile ac- 
cident in Deming, New Mex. Moth- 
er suffered injured arm, but Frances 
Parks unhurt. 

Reed Albee is confined to his 
home in New York with ulcers of 
the stomach. 

Jessie Maker (Maker and Red- 
ford), St. Joseph’s Hospital, Atlanta, 
Ga., for operation. 

The following N. V. A. cases are 
in the French Hospital, New York: 
John T. Powers, veteran comic, ex- 
pected to be out within a fort- 
night; Matt Thompson, suffering 
from heart trouble;' Dorothy Gus- 
tine, recovering from typhoid; Mrs. 
Edward Rickard, recovering from 
pneumonia; Belle Mead, operated 
upon for gallstones, noticeably im- 
proved. 

Carl Gulliver, circus giant, who 
collapsed recently from tubercular 
trouble, taken to Bellevue Hospital 
by the N. V. A. in a critical condi- 
tion, is growing stronger and when 
able will be sent to Denver. 

Yvonne and Victor did not open 
at the Riverside, New York, Sun- 
day, owing to an injury to the for- 
mer while practicing Friday. Her 
neck was injured ard an X-ray was 
taken yesterday to determine the 
exact injuries. 

Mrs. Florence Stanwood, 51, 
mother-in-law of H. B. Warner, was 
injured in an auto crash in Boston. 

Violet Carlson, of “The Red Robe” 
cast, in Orthopedic hospital, re- 
covering from nervous breakdown. 

Aunt Jemima reported ill last 
week and was out of “Show Boat.” 

Write to the Ill and Injured. 





FLASH WITH 30 


“Maytime Melodies,” new flash act 
with a cast of 30, will start over the 
Fox Circuit shortly. The cast in- 
cludes Duke Yellon and his orches- 
tra, Christy and Nelson, Molly and 
Dorothy, Bob Lively, Ralph Cook, 
Sketter and Ray, Shirley Richard- 
son and Babs. 


Booked through Lyons & Lyons. 





Baby Soprano for Vaude 
Suzanne Keener, for three years 
“baby soprano of the Metropolitan 
Opera Company,” is going R-K-O. 
Prima is slated for the Palace 





later this month. 





Houses Changing 


Regent, “Springfield, O., dropped 
vaude (Keith's) for straight films 
April 1. 


Renaissance, colored Harlem 
house, has opened with sound. 


Memorial Opera House, Valpa- 
raiso, Ind., turned into a daily grind 
picture house at 10 cents. House 
was taken over by G. G. Shauer & 
Sons. 


Paramount now booking five acts 
on a split into the Palace, Stam- 
ford, Conn. 


State, pictures, opened March 30 
at Waterbury, Conn. House is 
owned by Hoffman Theatrical En- 
terprises. 


Union theatre, Pittsfield, Penn., 
vaudfilm on split week. 


Midland Circuit Theatres Co., of 
Kansas City, has taken a 10-year 
lease upon the DeGraw Opera 
House, Brookfield, Mo. Sound 
equipment is to be installed, with 
J. E. Cammon house manager. 


Embassy theatre, North Bergen, 
N. J. opened March 31, with five 
acts and pictures on a split week. 
House seats 2,500. Booked through 
the Fally Markus Agency. 


The Delphia, erected-in Chitten- 
ango, N. Y., by Mertching and Van 
Dusen, »%ows in on Wednesday. 
House seats 400, is wired for Vita- 
phone, and will also have an or- 
chestra. The owners have amassed 
a comfortable fortune via ham and 
egg dinners, their Chittenango res- 
taurant annually catering to tens 
of thousands of tourists. 


College Theatre, College Point, L. 
I., to scund. 


Court, Summerville, N. J., vaude 
out, sound and straight pictures in. 

Strand, Lakewood, N. J., vaude 
out, straight sound pictures in, 


Strand, Rockville Centre, L. L, 
vaude first half only, Booked by 
Fally Markus Agency. 


Orange, 1,200-seater, at Orange, 
Cal., opens April 7. Claude Lang- 
ley will operate on grind picture 
policy. 


Lyric, Blue Island, IIL, and the 
Harvey, Harvey, Ill, both Great 
States houses, opened with sound 
this week. 

Pastime Theatre, Union Hill, N. 
J., added to the books of the Arthur 
Fisher Agency. Split policy with 
five acts. 

Majestic theatre, Bridgeport, 
Conn., has changed from vaudfilm 
to straight pictures, Harry Cohen 
in charge of house for Fox. 

Strand (indie), Niagara Falls, N. 
Y., playing Pantages vaude, switch- 
ing to Keith’s. 

Liberty, Stanley-WB class small- 
seater in East Liberty, closed for 
six weeks, is wired and reopens 
April 6 on grind picture policy. 

Publix-Saenger has purchased 
the Colonial theatre, Winston-Sa- 
lem, N. C., and takes possession 
April 8. House, which is wired, 
will continue first run pictures. 

Delmar theatre (pictures) opened 
at Delmar, suburb of Albany, N. Y., 
April 3. Has a daily change policy. 
Owned by Samuel and Joseph 
Yavits, brothers, 

Princess theatre, San Francisco, 
vaudfilm, now closed and being 
wired with a local device. House 
seats 1,485 and reopens April 15 
with stage presentations and sound. 

Coutts is booking the Traco 
Theatre, Tom’s River, N. J., opening 
April 10, It burned a few months 
ago. 

Fox-Poli Lyric, Bridgeport, Conn., 
dark since Feb. 25, has re-opened 
with a picture policy. 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Keene Thompson, 
son, at their home in Hollywood. 
Father is a scenarist with Para- 
mount, 

Mr. and Mrs. A. R,. Gallo, son, 
March 23, in Chicago. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Teeple, 
daughter, at Hollywood, Cal., 
March 30: Father is motion pic- 
ture sculptor. 


Loew Uni 

More units on the Loew tima 
than heretofore. The Fox vaude 
department for some time has been 
giving plenty of bookings to the 
flash acts of the night club type. 


New Loew units include “Mak- 


ing Whoopee,” 20 people, featuring 
Harry and Willie Lander, Raymond 
Fagan and his Aristocrats of 
Music, Irene Leary, Verena Car- 
vet, Eddie Santos, Wally Hewlett, 





Tommy Evans; booked by Wil- 
liam Morris offices. 
Alex Hyde and His Carnival 


Revue which has Frank St. Clair, 
Jimmy Lyons, La Bow and Duprez, 
Chester Hale girls and the Hyde 
band, with Alex as m.c. (William 
Morris). 

Dave Kramer and Jack Boyle 
and Gang (23), featuring Kramer 
and Boyle, assisted by Reynold 
Sisters, Connie St. Clair, Marie 
Alvarez, Dorothy Morton, Helen 
Windsor, Dorothy King and Syn- 
copators (booked direct). 

Al Wohlman Night Club Revels 
(18), Gautshi and Phelps, Steve 
Savage, Toots Novello, Loretta El- 
lery, Mildred Roselle, Betty Cooper 
and Sun Dodgers orchestra (Wil- 
liam Morris). 

Also listed are Artie Kahn and 
Gang (21) with Marshall Sisters, 
Eileen DeCee, Traymore and Lee 
and Anna May, with Kahn band 
(12) (Al Grossman). In prepara- 
tion are “The Docks of New York,” 
featuring Harry Hines, by Morris 
office, and “Maytime,” by Lyons & 
Lyons. 

Morris and Campbell have re- 
turned to the Loew books playing 
simultaneously with a Movietone 
short they made; Georgie Price, 
prior time canceled, owing to ill- 
ness, opening April 8, Metropoli- 
tan, Brooklyn; N. T. G. Revue, re- 
turns, opening the first half this 
week at the Hillside; Ruth Roye, 
opening this week at the Gates, 
Brooklyn, and Nan Halperin, opcn- 
ing a Loew route, week April $8 
at the Hillside. 


J 
Publix Acts 
Chicago, April 9. 

Following acts have been placed 
with Publix units through the Wm, 
Morris office: Clemons and Macy, 
Heller aril Riley, Limberlegs Ed- 
wards, Jue Fong, Buddy Raymoné, 
Helen Kennedy, Anita La Pierre, 
Lolita Amiet, Bob La Salle, Duffin 
ard Draper, Five Bracks, Gene 
Sheldon, Gaudsmith Bros., Seed and 
Austin, Bob, Bob and Bobbie, Earl 
La Vere and Maureen and Sonny. 

Bookings for Chicago units, over 
the Oriental route, include: Gracie 
Deagan, Small Bros., Ross and Ed- 
wards, Atterbury and Gillom, Paul 
Kirkland, Tumbling Clowns, Betty 
Garnier, Gitanos, Bert and Hazel 
Skatell, Minett Andre, Dean Twins, 
Ted and Jack Dale, Chapman and 
Snyder, Norman Frescott and Bebe 
Stanton, Irene Taylor and Frank 
Sterling. 





HART'S MADDOCK ACTS 


Max Hart is booking all of 
Charles Maddock's acts again for 
RKO as in the former Keith days, 
When Hart was disenfranchised, 
Maddock took his vaudeville pro- 
ductions lesewhere, but with Hart 
back again as an RKO agent the 
same booking relationship has been 
resumed. 

Hart is similarly picking up his 
former producer connections for 
Keith representation. 





LOEW MGR. CHANGES 


Managerial shifts this week in the 
Loew houses sent E. Pensel from 
Loew's Mt. Vernon to the Star, 
Baltimore, J. Rosenbaum, assistant 
manager at the Fairmount, goes to 
Mt. Vernon in same capacity, while 





B. Levey becomes assistant at the 
Fairmount. 

















i 





~ PAVLEY---OUKRAINSKY BALLET SCHOOLS) 


Announce SPECIAL COAST TO COAST SUMMER COURSES 


Branch Office, 4157 W. 


LOS ANGELES (June 10-29); CHICAGO (July 1-27); SOUTH HAVEN (July 29-Aug. 24); NEW YORK (Sept. 3-14) 
For circular address: Main Office, 64 E. Jackson Bivd., Chicago, Ill. 


NOTE; All members of Pavley-Oukrainsky Ballet appearing with Orpheum Cirowit chosen from summer courses a 


t., Los Angeles, Cal. 


regular school classes 














With 


TYPICAL TOPICS 





Cc. B. MADDOCK’s STEVE 


TILYOU, CONEY ISLAND, APRIL 13 


LA MARR «« ATLAS 


“Educated Feet in Perfect Rhythm” 


CHESTER, APRIL 14-16 


Personal Rep. 


OM aL. H. KNIGHT 
BRUCE SMITH OFFICE 
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THIRD RADIO CHAIN —— a 


HARLI 
LTHOF 


|self from commercial etherizing 
j}and, like WGBS (Gimbel Brothers), | 
| will confine itself primarily to good- 
| will exploitation on behalf of the A BUY AT 


store, 


| Like WGBS, which has been 
| spoken of as still another key in a 
| proposed new network, WOR may 


| switch it fate to perhaps another 
|; commercial chain. WOR is one of | 
the most powerful stations in the 
country. 

Allied Broadcasters, Inc., the east- 
rn rep. of ABC, is headquartered 
in Fred F. French building, on 
Fifth avenue, New York. 


Sailing For ue, New York. — 
AUSTRALIA ———CLATY BEAUTS. 


(Continued from page 1) 
and AFR] CA , tial and remunerative than being a 


professional beauty puzzles those 
who know beauts best: Things are 
not likely to always fall into their 
laps. Statistics show that less than | 
5 per cent of the Ziegfeld babies 
marry rick men. Rather they seem 
sentimental and soft about falling | 
for doughless lads. 

*. _ Theatres Proposed 
East Chicago, Ind.—$150,000. Chicago 
ave, between Olcott and Forsythe. | 

| Owner, William Sendak. Architects, | 
Newhouse & Bernham. Policy not given. 

e Greenburg, Pa.—(M. P.) and apart- 

: ment building (rebuild after fire); 32) 
North Pennsylvania st. Owner, R. Jan- 

: nings. Architect, C. H. Sorber. 

‘ Mount Healthy, O.—$100,000. Hamil- | 

; | ton and Kinney ave. Owner, Buckeye 
| Amusement Co. Architect, H. E. Hen- 
thorn, Cincinnati. Policy not given. 

; Philadelphia, Pa.—(M. P., seat 2,600). 
52nd st., above Stiles st. Owner, Charles 
Segal. Architect, Wm. H. Lee. > 

Rockford, Nlll.—(Midway, alterations) 
721 East State st. Owner, Midway The- 
atre. Architect, J. E. Pridmore, Chicago. 

Vincennes, Ind.—(Moon, M. P. and 
000. Site not selected. Owner, syndicate 
forming, care Cayuga Finance Co., 
Ithaca, N. Y. Architect not selected. 

A N D Policy not given. 

Merrill, Wis.—(Also apartments). E. 
Main at Mill st. Owner, A. L. Robarge. 
Architects, Oppenhamer & Ober, Wausau, 
Wis. Policy not given. 

Paterson, N. J.—(Also stores): $150,000. 
Site withheld. Owner withheld. Archi- 


tect, A. EB. Sieight. Policy not given. 

Columbia, Mo.—(Fire rebld.): $20,000. | 

Owner, Columbia Theatre Co., Thomas | 

Hall, Moberly, Mo. Architects, Boller | 

Bros., Kansas City. | 

Muskegon, Mich,—Also offices: $350,000. | 

' Third and Western. Owner, care archi- | 
tects, C. Howard Crane, Elmer George | 

Kiehler and B. A. Dore, Detroit, Mich. | 
Policy not given. 
New York, N. Y.—Also stores and of- 

fices: $50,000. 801-9 7th avenue, 169-79 | 

W. 47th street. Owner, Columbia The- 

atre & Building Co., New York. Archi- | 

tect, T. W. Lamb, Inc., same. Policy not | 

given. : | 

Syracuse, N. ¥.—Also dance hall: $100,- | 

000. Tile and James streets. Owner | 

withheld. Architect, M. J. DeAngelis, | 

Rochester, N. Y. Policy not given. 

Toledo, Ohio.—(M. | 





















(Continued from page 1) 


is headquartered in the Liggett 

a 9 9 building, Seattle. It is not to be con- 
| fused with WABC (Atlantic Broad- 
casting Corp.) because of similar 

call Jetters. WABC is a spoke in 

the CBS network and, starting next 


September. will be the key station 
of the Columbia Broadcasting Sys- 
tem. Now both WOR and WABC 





are alternate keys Eventually 
WOR, owned and operated by L. 
fi Bamberger & Co., the Newark de- | 


See ataee 1 ch ced eedetinathtiaeet ate calt i aditdiiond rere a 


partment store, will disassociate it- | 





we Bowie SB 


























They Say I’ve Made 
Good from Main 
Street, Bird Centre, 
Right on to Bread- 


vaude). $100,000. 5th and Main sts. 
Owner, Theodore Charles, Architect not 
selected. 


Washington, D. C.—(M. P.). $80,000. 

. I. ave. at 22nd st. Owner, company 
forming. Architect not selected. 

Wiikes-Barre, Pa.—Stores and apart- | 
ments; $800,000. Public Sq. and E. Mar 











ket st. Owner, Comerford adm. Mar | way, New York 
Co. Architect, Leon Lampert, Rochester, | 
N. Y¥. Policy not given. | 

Calumet City, Il.—(Also offices and 


apartment building): $400,000. 152nd pl. | 
and Wentworth. Owner, Calumet City 
Theatre Corp. Architects, Buckley & 
Skidmore, Hammond, Ind, Policy not 
given. 


Cortland, N. Y¥.—(Also stores): $250,- 








You Furnish the 
Theatres and 
I'll Bring the 
Enteytainment 


P.): $350,000, Site | 
not selected. Owner, E. M. Francis, Day- 


ton, Ohio. Architect, R. S. Abbott, local. ‘3 eN! ; 
Chicago, Ill.—(Apt. hotel and shops): | 
$16,000,000. 800-14 S. Michigan avenue. | 
Owner, syndicate forming, L.-J. Lessor. | 
Architect, W. W. Ahlschlager, Inc. taal Y CARGILL 
icy not given. . . 
Stasvicbere, Ml, — (rem.): $25,000. | Direction JERR 
Owner, O. L. Turner & Co. Architect | 
withheld. Policy not given. > 
Harvey, Ill.—(Also apt. bldg.): $275,- 
000. 153330-26 elgg | Ryne ge - R. DRAMATISTS—PLAYWRIGHTS 
Levine & Co., Chicago. Policy not given. . r * ‘ 
‘Liberty ville ee A a A high-grade production by one of America’s 
bldg. and »ffices): 150,000. ywner, : ‘ . 
Caovel Gridley. “architect, Oppenhamer most prominent theatrical managers awaits the play " 
ee ee ee ee, eee. which best suits Charles Althoff as a suitable star- 
Milw kee, Wis.—(M. P.): Site not se- ° . 
attek” Garner withheld. Architectural ring vehicle. are t d 
Engineer, Lloyd Williams Ernst, local. Authors familiar with the character created an 
Muskegon, Mich.—(Also stores and of- 


fices): $350,000. Third and Western portrayed by Mr. Althoff are urged to submit their 
e ‘o 2 E ea ‘o. Architect, . “3a = 

Gone. Cok Crane, Dotrelt. Poiey net ideas, play synopsis or complete MSS. to the under 
given. signed, who promises prompt consideration and 
response. 
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Oxford, 0O.—‘(Also store): $50,000. 
Beech street. Owner, E. A. Keene, Archi- 
tect, Geyer & Neuffer, Dayton, VO. Policy 
not given. 


CHARLES ALTHOFF, 


i pound 7 ad.) $40,000 - 
Be Fe ty _—_ Gane, Peoria 12 Friedland Road, 
a .- i Players. Architect, Jameson & Harreson Nutley, N. J. 
,olicy not iven. ; | 
ur Gratitude fo ETIPIOVETS |) siz aut Win—seo000, sxe ms] + 











sa 
held. Owner, George Miner. Architect, | s 
Rroaten & Foss, Fergus Falls, Minn. | “As perfect a characterization as was ever portrayed on ak stags: 
Policy not gives. , | Abel, VARIETY. 
Syracuse, N. ¥.—(M. P.):_ $40,0 0. On} 




















state highway. Owner, M. Kilmans. | 
Architect, E. A. Howard. } 
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BURLESQUE—SPORTS 


Wednesday, April 10, 1929 





useus" $ Chhtene Stock 


Des Moines; lowa, April 9. 
N. S. Barger, who managed the 
Garric} r Mutual here, has leased 
the Academy, Halstead and Madi- 
son streets, Chicago, where he will 
operate a stock burlesque with 


four shows a day and pictures be- 


tween stage shows 
M. J. McGinnis, tary of the 
Clemant-Walsh stock at the 
dent here, joins Barger as 
house manager. 
McGinnis was 
Omaha last year 


secre 
Presi- 
assistant 


with 
at the 


Barger in 
Gaiety. 











GEORGE DORMONDE 


and YVONNE 
Orpheum Circuit Rep.: Jenie Jacobs 




















TALKIES! 


Placed 54 Artists Last Week 
in Talking Shorts 
— Use Real Talent— 
Also “NAMES” 


ANDY WRIGHT 


1560 Broadway, New York 
Columbus 6066 

















Burlesque 





Weeks of April 8 and 15 
Bare Facts Albany; 15, Co 
lonial, Utica. 
Best Show in Town 
15, Lyric, Dayton 
Bohemians—Academy, 
ceum, Columbus 


Majestic, 


-Lyceum, Columbus 


Pittsburgh; 15, Ly 


Rowery Burlesquers—Victoria, Rochester; 
15, Temple, Syracus¢ 

Broadway Scandals—Temple, 
15, Wedgeway, Schenectady. 

Burlesque Review—Mutual, 
Trocadero, Philade!phia. 

Dainty Dolls—Star, Brooklyn; 15, Orphe 
um, Paterson. 

Dimpled Darlings—Columbia, 
15s, L. O. 

Dixon's Big Revue—S8-10, 
town; 11-13, Palace, 
Newark. 

Flapper Follies 
Crystal, St. Joe. 

French Models 


Syracuse; 


Jamaica; 15, 


Cleveland: 


Allen- 
Empire, 


Lyric, 
Trenton; 15, 
Gayety, Kansas City; 15, 


-Hudson, Union City; 15, 


| Irving Pl., N. Y. C. 








Frivolities—Garrick, St. 
ety, Kansas City. 

Ginger Girls—Mutual, 
Garrick, St. Louis. 

Girls From Happyland—Columbia, 
C.; 15, Gayety, Brooklyn. 

Girls From the Follies—Empress, Chicago; 


Louis; 15, Gay 
Indianapolis; 15, 


N. Y. 


15, Cadillac, Detroit. 
Girls In Blue—State, Springfield; 15, 
Grand, Hartford. 


Girls of the U. 8S. A.—Gayety, Montreal; 
15, Howard, Boston. 
Hello Paree—Orpheum, 
Hudson, Union City. 
High Flyers—Gay ety, 
ety, Scranton. 

Hindu Belles—Grand, Hartford; 15, L. O. 
Jazztime Revue—Crystal, 8t. Joe; 15, 
Gayety, Milwaukee. 


Paterson; 15, 


Brooklyn; 15, Gay- 


Kuddling Kuties—Colonial, Utica; 15, 
Gayety, Montreal. 
Laffin®’ Thru—Gayety, Louisville; 15, Mu- 


tual, Indianapolis 

Lid Lifters—10-11, Wedgeway, 
Schenectady; 15, Majestic, Albany. 
Merry Whirl —Globe, Bridgeport; 15, H. 
& S. Apollo, N. Y. C 


12-13, 


Misc hief Makers—Grand, Akron; 15, Gay- 
ety, Buffalo. 

Moonlight Maids—H. & S, Apollo, N. Y. 
C.; 15, Mutual, Jamaica. 

Moulin Rouge—L. 0O.; 15-17, Lyric, Al- 
lentown; 18-20, Palace, Trenton. 

Naughty Nifties—Gayety, Boston; 15, 
State, Springfield. 

Nite Club Giris—Gayety, Buffalo; 15, 


Rochester. 

Nite Life In Paris—Strand, 
15, Academy, Pittsburgh. 

Parisian Flappers—Empire, 
Columbia, Cleveland. 

Puss Puss—Lyric, 
Cincinnatl. 

Radium Queens—Trocadero, Philadelphia; 
15, Gayety, Baltimore. 

Record Breakers—L.O .:15, Grand, Akron. 


Victoria, 
Washington; 


Toledo; 15, 


Dayton; 15, Empress, 


Red Hots—Gayety, Baltimore; 15, Strand, 
Washington, 
Bh the Town—Gaiety, Scranton; 15, 

Social Maids— ene, Boston; 15, Co- 
._—— N. Y¥. 

Speed dealt, thesnenen Cincinnati; 15, 
Gayety, Louisville. 

Sporty Widows—Empire, Providence; 15, 
Gayety, Boston 

mR ‘Along—Cadillac, Detroit; 15, Empire, 

Step Lively Girls—L. O.; 15, Globe, 
Bridgeport. 





FIGURING NO. 2 MUTUAL 
WHEEL FOR CONTINUOUS 


Chicago, April 9. 

I. Herk has been in towns through 
the midwest negotiating for houses 
for a reported wheel of continuous 
policy burlesque stands separate 
from the regular two-a-day Mutua! 
wheel. 

These stands would open at 11 
a. m. and close at 11 p. m., with 
combination of burlesque and pic- 
tures and possibly vaude. Shows on 
the regular wheel might also play 
the continuous houses, but separate 
shows also would be produced es- 
pecially for the new wheel. 

A chain of continuous burlesque 
houses has always been the pet 
dream of Warren Irons, midwestern 
representative for Herk. 


INCREASED GUARANTEE 
FOR MUTUAL AGAIN UP 


Competitive stock burlesque in 
Mutual stands is an additional prob- 
lem for wheel operators at this time 
when plans for next season are in 
the making. 

It is understood Mutual will raise 
the weekly guarantee a point where 
traveling units can support a nine- 
principa‘ cast and in other ways 
improve product in standard. 

What part talkers will play re- 
mains to be worked out this sum- 
mer when some of: the Mutual 
houses will operate on a stock basis 
with the sound films as an added 
attraction. 


ALTOONA’S RACES 
Altoona, Pa., April 9 
Altoona Speedway wiil have one 
and perhaps two A. A. A. meets 
this summer, the first to be held 
June 15. Race will be a 200-miie 
event and the first to be held in 
June at the track for two years. 

















Step On It—Irving Pl., N. Y¥. C.; 
pire, Providence. 

Stolen Sweets—Haymarket, Chicago; 15, 
Empress, Chicago. 

Sugar Babies Hanpire, Newark; 15, Star, 
Brooklyn. 

Wine, Woman and Song—Gayety, Mil- 
waukee; 15, Haymarket, Chicago. 


15, Em- 











A Ring Twist 


An amateur boxing meet in 
Cleveland was flopping until 
two 135 pounders entered the 
ring for the fourth bout. From 
the first gong this fight was a 
wham. It went seven rounds, 
although the bouts were only 
scheduled for three. 

A lad of about 17 was given 
the decision... He was bleeding 
and battered about the eyes 
and mouth, The loser, an older 
fellow, sagged in his corner a 
mass of facial wreckage. 

An actor was so imressed 
with the youngster he was de- 
termined to manage him if it 
could be arranged. Tearing 
back to the dressing room he 
saw the boy, asking him who 
was his manager. Boy said his 
father. Asked if they could see 
Pop, the kid slipped on his 
bathrobe and walked into the 
next room where a doctor was 


working on the fellow whom 
the boy had just fought. 
“That's my dad,” said the kid. 


There was no deal. 











Mutual’s Closings 


The first of the Mutual shows 
closings were set yesterday (Tues- 
day). 


“Dimpled Darlings” closes April 


14 in Cleveland; “The Bohemians” 
in Columbus, April 20, with ““Moon- 
light Maids” in Jamaica the game 
date, also “Dainty Dolls” in Pater- 
son and “Broadway Scandals” in 
Schenectady. 

Mutual theatres closing April 20 
are Lyceum, Dayton; Trocadero, 
Philadelphia, and Hudson, Union 
City, N. J. 

Irving Place, New York, which 
closes its Mutual season April 20, 
goes into stock burlesque for the 
gummer under Charles Burns’ di- 
rection. 





Mamie’s Talking Short 
Mamie Smith, colored, has con- 
tracted to make a talking short for 
Columbia. 





_ 


OKAYS MUTUELS 
Springfield, Ill., April 9. 
Pari-mutuel betting received al- 
most unanimous endorsement by the 
senate committee on license and 
miscellany last week when an at- 
tempt was made to put through a 
bill for repeal of the act. Repeal 


was sponsored by a gent named 
Cuthbertson whose particular grouch 
is the Fairmount track in Madison 
county. 

Representative Albert P. Mancin, 
Chicago, has a bill in the house to 
raise the limit of boxing matches 
from 10 to 15 rounds. 


|] eee | 
MERCEDES 


An Amazing 
Performance 
| 








Artistically 
Presented by 
a Master 

Showman 


Publicity Ideas 
That Bring 
Business 
il 
SHIP AHOY! 
JACK FORESTER 


APRIL 7th 
SAILING 8, 8. OLYMPIC 


KEITH’S 











COLUMBUS 


























ONE OF THE 16 WINNERS IN R-K-O RADIO CONTEST 


KATE SMITH 


“THE SONGBIRD FROM THE SOUTH” 


Late of EDDIE DOWLING'S “HONEYMOON LANE” 





April 8 


“HERALD TRIBUNE” 


PRESS COMMENT: 


NOW AT R-K-0 PALACE, NEW YORK CWEEK APRIL 7) 








N. Y. “TIMES” 
: April 8 


“MORNING TELEGRAPH” 








April 8 


Kate Smith, with a Calliopic 


“WORLD,” April 8 











Miss Kate Smith, the “Songbird 
from the South,” scored with her 
melodic tunes of the land below 
the Mason-Dixon line. The ap- 
plause was so overwhelming that 
she was forced to make a curtain 
speech. 











AL FOSTER at Piano 


Kate Smith, a generously propor- 
tioned and resonant voiced singer of 
the “coon shouter” type, fetched 
most of the first audience with her 
specialties, 











*Kate” Smith, who appeared in 
the Stella Mayhew role with one of 
the road companies of “Hit the 
Deck,” opened after intermission. 
Making her debut at the Palace, she 
won her way right into the hearts of 
her audience with her first number 
and scored one of the big hits of 
the bill, 








voice, sings mammy songs in an 
extremely capable manner. An act 
of quantity and quality. 











Direction JERRY CARGILL 
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This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pub- 


for these avws items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 


News From the Dailies 





hed during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 
n Francisco, Los Angeles and London. Variety takes no credit 

















NEW YORK $20,000 on an insurance policy. 

Court also impounded the monev. 

James Light, director of the| pending the outcome of the Hitica- 

Provincetown Playhouse has re- | tion. 

ceived a Guggenheim Fellowship for _ 

his work in the expe rimental the- Betty Gray, Ziegfeld showcirl. 

atre. started suit for divorce in New Jer- 

sey, April 6, from Bill Coles, bi- 

Inez Norton, former actress, one | Cycle champion, charging desertion 


ef the beneficiaries under the dis- 
puted will of Arnold Rothstein, was 


and non-support. 


eubstituted for the Farmers & Jacob Ben-Ami will join the Civic 
Traders Insurance Company of | Repertory Theatre next season: 


Syracuse, April 6, by Supreme Court - 
Justice Sherman, in an action by 
the three temporary administrators 
of th 





Arthur Hopkins 
new play 
Trunnion.” 


has 
entitled 
Kate 


acquired a 
“Commodore 


to recover *arsons authored. 


e Rothstein estate 

















hatin ty ES Philadelphia reports a play called 
“South of Siam” will open there 
May 6. This is the production under 
the title of “Careers,” of German 
origin, which was for New York 
production next month. 


Script of “Sorrell and Son,” now 
in stock, is to be rewritten and will 
have a Broadway tryout. 





Musical which Arthur Hammer- 
stein will produce next fall, with 
book and lyrics by Oscar Hammer- 
stein 2d, and music by Jerome Kern, 
is a musical adaptation of Edna 
Ferber’s “So Big.” 

Leon Errol is organizing a spring 
golf tournament. It is to be a seri- 
ous affair. Eddie Cantor, Charles 
Ruggles and Eddie Buzzell have al- 
ready sent in their entries. 








COSCIA 


In “ARTISTIC ODDITIES” 
Touring R-K-O Circuit of 


» Erik Charell, German stage direc- 
MONS. tor, arrived on the Leviathan, April 5. 

Gilda Krieger, known on the stage 
as Gilda Kreegan, is suing Sir Eric 
Dutt, millionaire of Bombay, India, 
in this state, charging that he said 
uncomplimentary things about her. 
She asks for $150,000 damages for 
slander. They first met in Paris. 
Arthur C. Mande] is Sir Eric's at- 
torney. 


BARON 


VERDI 


Europe’s (7) Foremost 


Entertainers Leona Newell is in the cast of 
“Pleasure Bound,” having returned 
from Canton, O., where she went to 
live after marrying William R. Har- 


Theatres rison, vice-president of the Spun 





Steel Corp. Divorce proceedings 
have been started. 











J. 





METAL CLOTH 


36 in. wide at 75c a yd. and up 


A full line of gold and silver bro- 
cades, 
trimmings, rhinestones, spang)e sit | 
tights, opera hose, etc., etc.. for stage 
costumes, 


(Successors to Siegman & Weil) 


Shuberts have purchased the fee 
to the property consisting of a four- 
story building at the S. E. corner of 
63d and Broadway, known as 1890- 
96 Broadway, from the Edwin R 
Thomas estate. 

John Golden will do 
productions this season. 
be “Barracuda,” comedy by Daniel 
Jarrett, which will be followed by 
a play by John Kirkpatrick, “When 
in Rome—,” described as a comedy 


TINSEL 


two more 
They will 


FOR DROPS 





FOR RENT 


Theatre with 1,600 seats, now 
running vaudeville and pictures. 
An unusual opportunity to lease 
this new, fully equipped theatre 
on a long term. Population 70,000. 
Apply AARON POTRUCH, 96 W. 
Broad St., Bethlehem, Pa. 








metal cloths, gold and aiiver 


Samples upon request. j 


J. Wyle & Bros., Inc.|}, 


18-20 East 27th Street 
NEW YORK 























to 





FOur Feet with a Single Though Wy 


The Lathrop Brothers, dapper, clean- 
cut lads step and clown their way 


YW 
\ yj Uf 


ISS 
. . 
success, TOLEDO “TIMES.” ) SS; 


Direction MILT LEWIS 
Associate, BILL COWAN 


>. 
“MACK” 


“CHUCK” 














| for 


| Clow ns” will be published in London 

















of European manners. It wil] open 
at Atlantie City June 10. 


Judith Anderson left “Strange In- 


terlude” Saturday. After a rest she 
will join the road troupe now in 
L. A., replacing Pauline Lord. 





Summary judgment for $10,000 
against Max Reinhardt, Austrian 
theatrical producer, in favor of 


Philip Miner, of Cleveland, was re- 
versed April 5 by the Appel'’ate Div. 
on ground that the case is one for 
a jury to determine whether Rein- 
hardt broke his contract with 
Miner 

Gov. Roosevelt, April 5, signed the 
Hotstadter bill reducing personal 
income taxes by raising the exemp- 
tion brackets. It becomes effective 
at once. The exemption on single 
persons has been raised from $1,500 
to $2,500 and for married persons 
from $3,500 to $4,000. 


Marriage of Rudy Vallee to Mrs 
Leonie Cauchois MeCoy, May 11, 
1928, in New York, was annulled 
last August. . 


Metro-Goldwyn- Mayer Pictures 
Corp. reports net profit of $1,082,321 
the 12 weeks ending Nov. 18, 
1928. Gross profit amounted to $2,- 


355.202. 





“No talkers” is the vote of 70 p. e. 
of the women polled at theatres by 
one of the largest picture house 
syndicates in London. The men were 
evenly divided on the question, 250,- 
000 votes were cast; 38 p. ¢. of the 
votes cast were for films with un- 
happy endings. 





Ottilia K. Barton, through 
attorney, Julius Kendler, has 
asked the Supreme Court to increase 
the alimony she is receiving from 
Jimmy Barton from $150 weekly to 
$500 weekly. They were separated 
two years ago, 


Mrs. 


her 


Maryland State Court of Appeals | 
has decided that Francis X. Bush- 
man was not guilty of contempt of 
court when he refused to pay ali- 
mony to his former wife, Mrs. Jose- 


phine S. Bushman. Court stated 
that the Maryland code afforded | 
remedies in collecting the money 


promised for her support and that 
of their five children. Bushman 
originally agreed to pay $40,000 in| 
alimony. 





Barry Lupino’s book “A Thousand | 


this week. He is 
“The Red Robe.” 


the comedian in 


Philip M. Plant has been granted 
a divorce from his wife, who was 
Constance Bennett, daughter of 
Richard Bennett, at Cannes, France. 


Plant made a substantial cash set- 
tlement, 

Application for the settlement of 
the estate of Jaime Martinez del 
Rio, divorced husband of Dolores 
del) Rio, was made last week by 


Senora Barbara del Rio, mother of 
the deceased Jaime. who left an 
estate of several million pesos. Do- 
lores del] Rio has made no claim 
against the estate. 





Gertrude Vanderbilt, who for the | 
last two years had been fighting 
to get contro] of the estate of the 
late William J. Fallon, lawyer who 
died in 1927, was ruled against by 
Surrogate John P. O’Brien, April 3, 
when he granted letters of admin- 
istration to Mrs. Agnes R. Nash, 
widow of the attorney. Miss Van- 
derbilt claimed she lent the lawyer | 
$25,000. j 





| 
Tau Delta Phi, only fraternity to | 
make an annual bow on Broadway, | 
will present “Tommy” at the Bays s | 
April 14. Cast is composed of mem- | 
bers from its three New York chap- 
ters in N. Y. U., C. C. N. Y., and Co- | 
lum bia. } 


Rehearsals of a new play by 
mer Harris, as yet unnamed, will | 
soon begin under the auspices of | 
David Belasco, in association with 
Eddie Dowling and Edgar J. Mac- 
Gregor. Among the principal play- 
ers will be Mary Boland and Her- 


El- | 


bert Corthell. It is to have a sum- 
mer opening . 
Eva Le Gallienne’s Civic Reper- | 


tory Co. will close its season April 
20. Begins a five weeks’ tour in 
Philadelphia April 22. 

Jeanne Marnac, from the Casino 
de Paris, arrived last week She 


may be seen in the Ziegfeld “Mid- 
night Frolic.” 





John McCormack, just back from 
Sritish Isles, says he has received 
a number of proposals from sound 
picture concerns and is seriously 
considering them 





Plans have been filed with the 
Bureau of Buildings by Shubert in- 
terests, through the Trebuhs Realty 
Corp., for the construction of two 
hotels. One to be 34 stories and the 
other 23, to cost approximately $7,- 
000,000. Higher one will be at 
Eighth avenue and 54th-55th streets. 
Other at 228 to 248 W. 47th street. 


Warners have leased 217 to 225 W. 
5ist street and 254 W. 52d street for 
17 years from April 1 at a rental of 
$40,000 per annum. They will build 
a theatre on the property with an 
entrance on Broadway. 

Madame Frances, Inc., who 
brought suit against Peggy Hopkins 
Joyce to recover a balance of $7,272 
due for purchase of hats and clothes 
amounting to $11,424, has with- 
drawn the suit, matter 
tled out of court. 

Prohibition was cited as the prin- 
cipal reason for the growth of 
crime in New York City by Police 
Commissioner Whalen. Speaking at 


being set- | 
} 





———— a ——— —_ a 
a Rotary Club luncheon last week, 
the Commissioner asserted the 
“hostess problem was growing out 
of the speakeasy problem, and it 
was verging closely on the vice of 
prostitution, driven out of the city 
some years ago.” 

Fox Films, through Halsey. Stuart 
& Co., are offering $12,000,000 of 6 
Pp. c. one year notes at 99 and IMe- 


terest to yield 7.05 p. c. 


LOS ANGELES 


Dorothy Meeker (Clarita) (Clarita 


and Cortez), vaude act, asked pro- 
tection of Hollywood police, accus- 
ing Cortez of attacking her with his 
fists and aflatiron. 

Sally Blane, film actress, given 
court permission to change name 


from Betty Jane Young to Blane. 


Charlotte Lease (Charlotte Mer- 
riam), actress, filed suit in Superior 
Court for divorce from Rex Lease, 
sereen actor, charging non-support. 


Pauline 
awarded 
Judge 


Slosser, screen 
$300 by Superior 
Snyder in suit 


actress, 
Court 
against 








We have Oklahoma Dates open Week 
May lith and 19th. Acts playing 
that vicinity with open time get in 
touch. 


Kansas City Theatrical Agency 
210 Reliance Bldg. 
KANSAS CITY, MO. 
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After Two Years 


A Revival of the Surest Comedy Scream in 
Show Business 





ROY 
RICE ..uWE 


In Their Famous Comedy Classic 


“ON THE SCAFFOLD” 


The Larger the Theatre the Louder 
They Yell 


Direction HARRY FITZGERALD 
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INCOMPARABLE 


ROY ROGERS 





TH’S WEEK (APRIL 7), R-K.-0. PALACE, NEW YORK 
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Weaver Jackson Beauty Parlor, in| charging cruelty, Couple married 
which she asked $5,560, charging | five years ago. 

that a permanent wave given her 
at the defendant's parlor had ruined Josephine Thompson, screen @\- 
her hair. tra, freed of forgery charges 
brought against her in Municipal 
Court. She was arrested after the 
had allegedly telegraphed te Louis 
Dvoracek in New York asking him 
to send $125, care of Western Union, 
and signing his wife’s name to tele- 

Mrs. Marjorie Duncan filed suit} gram. 

for divorce from Harold Duncan, Sao oe 

actor, and brother of Rosetta and Paul Luka picture actor, filed 
Vivian Duncan in Superior Court}answer to breach of promise sult 


| 8 oo | 
Marcus Loew 
BOOKINGAGENCY 


General Executive Offices 


LOEW BUILDING 
ANN E X 


, 160 WEST 46"ST: 
BRYS!* | 0° NEW YORK CITY 


J. H. LUBIN 


GENERAL MAN AGER 


MARVIN H. SCHENCK 


BOOKING MANAGER - 
(rm Nam 
CHICAGO OFFICE 


600 WOODS THEATRE B’LD’G 
JOHNNY JONES 


IN CHARGE 








Estate of the late Fred Thomson, 
gereen actor, Beverly Hills, sold for 
$150,000, 
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brought by Mary Thye; screen ex- 
tra, for $100,000 tn Superior Court. 
Lukas asserts that she) did all the 
love-making and that the affair was 
entirely on her side. Miss Thye, 
in complaint, alleged actor -and 
promised to marry her as soon as 
he could obtain divorce. 

tuth Hanna Budd, vaude acrobat, 
filed suit in Superior Court asking 
$50,000 damages from William 
Meyer, owner of the Strand, Long 
Beach, alleging she was seriously 
injured by falling down the stairs of 
his theatre. 





William Locke, author and sce- 
nario writer, defendant in suit for 
$3,625 brought by Dr. Henry J. Chab 
Hollywood dentist. Doctor alleges 
this amount is due on set of false 
teeth made for the writer. Locke, 
in his answer, claims the sum about 
$2,900 too much. 


sen Mintenberg, screen actor, 
fined $25 and costs by Municipal 
Court Judge Bush on charges of 
assaulting Joe M-~ks, casting direc- 
tor at Warner studio. 


Alexander the Great (Claude A. 
Conlin), magician, settled marital 
difficulties with his wife, Lillian M. 
Conlin, out of court. He permitted 
wife to get divorce decree by default 
and provided a $50,000 trust fund 
for her and two children. 





Overuling objection of the boy's 
father, Superior Judge Rosenkranz 
granted permission to Frankie Darro, 
10, screen actor, to go to New York 
to finish a contract. Boy was repre- 
sented by Attorney Roger Marchetti. 





Una Trevelyn, actréss, wants $7,- 
50@ damages from John Lowenbr uck, 








charging he made a misrepresenta* 
tion in the sale of property. : Action 
is being tried before Superior Court 
Judge Schmidt. Allegations are 
that. she bought a beach lot: under 
the impression that-a view of the 
ocean could be obtained. After the 
purchase was. made Mae Murray 
built a house between her and the 
ocean, cutting off the view. 
Josephine Brown, screen actress, 
native of France, allotted her first 


| naturalization ‘papers. 


CHICAGO 


Rt. Rev. Christopher E. Byrne, 
Catholic bishop of Galveston, Tex., 
sent a letter to the winner of the 
“Miss Austria” contest. in Vienna, 
warning her to stay away from the 
world beauty contest in Galveston 
because “the pageant is an uncouth, 
vulgar display for the purpose of 
advertising.” Letter was widely re- 
printed by newspapers in Austria. 


Chicago Symphony orchestra will 
inaugurate a four-year music 
course for school children next Sep- 
tember. 


At the convention of the Illinois 
Press Association in Sprinefield, 


— 


newspaper editors were again urged 
by W. W. Loomis to eliminate free 
publicity for radio programs. 


New Civie Repertory theatre hag 
been incorporated in Illinois, and 
will. start May 2 at the Eighth 
Street theatre with the first Amer. 
ican presentation of the English 
“Glory of the Sun.” 

Interior of the Bal Tabarin, night 
club .on the eighth. floor of the 
Sherman Hotel annex, was swept 
by fire Saturday morning, with 
damages estimated at $50,000. Fire- 
proof walls prevented spread of the 
fire. 

Lillian Remus Krauss, first wife 
of George Remus and mother of 
Romola Remus, performer, secured 
a divorce from George Krauss, her 
second husband, on grounds of cru- 
elty. 














LILLIAN DREW 


SPECIALTY DANCER 


with Harry Carroll Unit 
Per. Mgt. R-K-O Cireuit 
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BEAUTIFUL EXTRAVAGANZA OFFERING 


“THE DANCE DOCTOR” 


Written 69 NEVILLE FLEESON and AL VON TILZER 
interpreted by JOHNNY ELLIOTT 


Clase. Youth Beautiful Giris, Marvelous Dancers 
Broadway phere 
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SAM ROBERTS 


FORMERLY INDEPENDENT ARTISTS’ REPRESENTATIVE 


WILL NOW BOOK EXCLUSIVELY WITH THE 


RADIO-KEITH-ORPHEUM VAUDEVILLE CIRCUIT 
WESTERN VAUDEVILLE MANAGERS’ ASSOCIATION 
ORPHEUM, JR. CIRCUIT, INTERSTATE CIRCUIT 


cts - WANTED - Acts 
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VAUDE HOUSE REVIEWS 





“~~ — 

(St. Vaude) 

Red hot Sunday, the first torrid 
day of '29, kept the blood pressure 
up and the business down. Palace 
was off. Something new lately to 


attribute sparse attendance at the 
Palace to the weather and not the 


show. 

At that a surprisingly well filled 
house for the matinee. And then 
half a main floor for the supper 
show and the gross the Palace is 
entering on the black side of the 
ledger on Sundays now. The supper 
audience, slim as it was, seemed 
quite satisfactory, considering the 
heat. Without precedent to make 
it look bad, it wasn’t. 


Thus far the extra one on Sun- 
days has had no apparent ill ef- 


fect on the regular matinee and 
evening gates. It has been money 
found. 


A lot of people stayed away from 
the Palace Sunday. The weather 
settled that. Those who attended 
were drawn by a good bill. It proved 
to be a perfect hot weather show. 

It violated the deeply rooted laws 
of straight vaude booking, yet it 
played within the law. Of the nine 
acts, five were singles. Three of 
the singles were men, all comics. 
Remaining pair were, of course, 
women, both singing. The women 
carried men pianists, but = still 
singles. 

Ben Bernie, when introducing the 
second “clever girl” member of his 
band act, said it is clever girl 
week at the Palace. It is also single 
week, with the Bernie band ’way 
down in the trey spot to separate 
two of ’em. 

Show starts with the best cast- 
ing act in vaudeville, Four Amer- 
ican Aces and a Queen, and prac- 
tically ends with the best single 
act in the whole wide world, Will 
Mahoney. Wordon Bros. (2), ris- 
leyites, really closed, but they fol- 
lowed Mahoney and bumped against 
the inevitable. 

Mahoney did 20 minutes at the 
matinee and the same at the sup- 
per show without clipping a ges- 
ture. When Mahoney works on a 
hot day he makes you feel cool in 
comparison. And Mahoney works 
every day the same way. 

Ahead of Mahoney was Yvette 
Rugel, filling in on a minute’s no- 
tice for Ann Codee, out Sunday 
through illness. No unprepared- 
ness about Miss Rugel’s act. It 

a tough spot for her following 
28 minutes of the Pavley-Oukrain- 
eky Ballet’s serious dancing with 
scme' equally serious singing. 
Throughout, her voice packed the 
old punch. It’s a voice that knows 
the range of a vaude house as well 
as that of a concert hall. Miss 
Rugel sang thrice, operatic, ballad 
and pop, changing costume after 
the first number to return in flam- 
ing red robe and gown. During 
the change her pianist sang his 
own composition. Song wasn’t bad, 
but he apparently wrote it for 
somebody else’s voice. In contrast, 
Miss Rugel upon her return sounded 
that much better. 

Still reading backwards, in back 
of the classical troupe was Kate 
Smith, a hefty gal with a set of 
pipes built for coon shouting. Miss 
Smith has been taken under the 
R-K-O wing for the build-up proc- 
ess. If the circuit’s intentjon is to 
create its own attractions for the 
use of vaude, that intention will 
have accomplished a lot if only es- 
tablishing this girl. Kate has a 200- 
pound (or better) chassis and ade- 
quate vocal power. She is fast for 
a big girl and her voice is good 
enough for any girl. After singing 
she does a legitimate dance in a 
radius of two square feet. Anyway. 
it looks legit coming from Kate, and 
it’s a wow. 

.ust in front of Kate, and lucky 
that he wasn’t behind her, none 
other than Lou Holtz Lou, please 
forget Harry Rose. Otherwise you 
are oke, because otherwise you are 
yourself. 

Spotting had Holtz following Ber- 
nie’s gags with more gags. Differ- 
ent sort of gags, however, and 
Holtz, in his own style, can follow 
most anyone. He looked nice and 
cool in a light gray double breasted, 
With a coat of Florida tan as at- 
mosphere for the Hete stories, and 
took it easy. 

The two specialty girls with the 
Bernie band were Virginia Bacon, 
who jazz dances on her toes, and 
Ruth Bayard, cute and speedy danc- 
ing girl. Miss Bacon bears resem- 
blance, in manner of work, to Betsy 
Reese, with Bernie at the last Pal- 
ace date. She does a difficult dance, 
and well. Bernie, as usual, and the 
band the same, rating the usual 

rnie notice, which can be set up 
n type and used each time Ben 
Plays the Palace. Roy Rogers (New 
Acts) held No. 2 down pat. 

“The last word in this Palace no- 
tice should go to Mahoney, just as 
Mahoney is the last word in this 

ace show. He is opening with 
“Lily,” still securing the maximum 
in laughs, and then into-that series 
of pratt falls that will stop any 
Show anywhere. The Scotch num- 

r, as encore one, is new and good, 
but no better than the ensuing bur- 

Sque on mammy singers, which 
will live as long as Mahoney. Then 
& speech, the only speech in the 
show, but a gag speech that made 
them yell. 
- Matinee show let out before five. 

ouse was cleaned and refilled 
Within seven minutes under the very 
heady direction of Chief Usher 





Maurer and his boys. Early arriv- 
als for the supper show were roped 
off in the lobby and viewed the pa- 
rade of outgoing matineeites with 
much patience. When they finally 
blew in they did the picture house 
shuffle. 

. It was all remindful of the “fam- 
ily” house days of not so long ago. 


Supper show opened at 5.22, and 
ran with intermission out. 

No more stalling on opening day 
at the Palace, No cumbersome 


speeches and no trying out of gags 
for one show only. There is now a 
definite pace always lacking in first 


days at the Palace. If for nothing 
else, the Sabbath supper show 1s 
commendable for having accom- 
plished that. Bige. 





FOX 


(BROOKLYN) 
(Wired-Vaudfilm) 


The beautiful Fox in Brooklyn, a | 


commercial flop as a picture-pres- 
entation theatre, is getting money 
with vaude, and spending to get it. 

This week all the dough is on the 
stage; picture, “New Year’s Eve” 
(Fox), is showing outside of Man- 
hattan for a reason, with the same 
reason explaining hairline billing 
under the vaude. Still, a satisfac- 
tory house in face of the heat Mon- 
day night. 

Greta Nissen and James Rennie 
(New Acts), film-legit name team, 
drew the billing, and probably the 
house. “The She and the Sheik,” 
their full-stage skit, needs consider- 
able toning down to get by in vaude. 
Miss Nissen hag beauty to sell with- 
out resorting to offside material. 
Rennie is playing second fiddle to 
Greta. Whether his name meags 
much to vaude is questionable. 
act is all Greta, from all angles, and 
Greta is all curves. 

Name pair in the middle of a five- 
act bill. Show had a 53-minute 
closer in Harry Rogers’ All-Girl Re- 
vue (18). Rogers is a Keith pro- 
ducer, doing business daily on the 
Keith booking floor. His own act, 
with his name attached, is playing 
for the onposition this week, It’s 
all probably oke with Keith’s, since 
Keith’s had the first call and de- 
clined, but that is something quite 
new in Keith vaude ethics. 

Johnny Burke, back east after 
quite a spell, was an old face in a 
new setting. A straight talker now, 
Johnny seemed at a loss in this, pig 
house. He floundered for a time 
‘till getting them interested, and 
then grabbed a laugha line. Johnny’s 
soldier routine is practically the 
same used by the same monologist 
back in 1918, when the files carded 
him as at the piano in addition to 
talk, In that act he opened talking 
and closed at the piano, with the 
reiewer stating the talk was the 
strength of the turn. It’s still about 
the same talk, and still strong. 

Six Crackerjacks and Noree and 
Co., standards, were Nos.. 1-2, de- 
noting heady early booking and 
spotting. Bige. 





STATE 
(Wired—Vaudfiim) 
Despite extraordinary length of 
Fairbanks’ “Iron Mask,” the State 
holds to its regulation full vaude 
and lesser attractions, even to organ 
recital with community — singing. 
Refreshing start to the vaude. 
Lucas and Lillian with a special 
beach-scene drop of the ocean, the 


turn being a life guard and bath-° 


ing dame in a series of calisthenics 
delicately and suavely administered. 
Costumed for the sands in brilliant 
colors, the muscular chap and the 


ality than physical prowess. A re- 
lief to the patrons who were in no 
mood to witness undue acts of exer- 
tion. The girl wears a smile that’s 
a crowning achievement of what 
the pan can do in turning a simple 
acrobatic number into a show-stop- 
per. Ten engaging minutes here. 

Goodwin and Rasch in the deuce 
failed to click, not having wit 
enough to inject the humor possible 
when a Hebe sings about Mary, 
while his pal lays a hand on his 
shoulder in sympathy over his 
plight. Just a couple of men in 
fine rags with an array of hats and 
caps in humorless chanting. Have 
a negative windup constraining 
themselves for laughs in a cry fin- 
ish, the Hebe wearing red wig, ut- 
terly nonsensical, when there were 
openings for true fun. Could be 
good if they didn’t lead with the 
right. ~ 

Next to closing Ross Wyse, Jr.. 
a kid and parents, using the old 
family hoke for out-front response. 
Young Wyse goes over, even stop- 
ping them, but the act consumes 
25 precious minutes when 15 might 
be slightly excessive. Boy a meri- 
torious dancer with no annihilating 
ability. Act good, however. 

Al Wohiman’s night club act 
closing was it. The suave master of 
ceremonies can never be renvroached 
for lingering. Customary night life 
scene in club with 10-piece orches- 
tra, the Sun Dodgers. Wohlman 
oils the patrons with grade chatter, 
interpolating a few old ones now 
and then, but always with finesse. 
Two little galg dance on a set of 
steps for strong apnlause. Apache 
team does €pectacular dance that 
deserves emphatic praise. Then 
Mildred Roselle who lets loose 
choice blues. Windup Wohlman’s 
own Pullman Portere on parade. 
Great act : 


Ww eek 








ORPHEUM 
(St. Vaude) 


Los Angeles, April 8. 

- an 
Ted Lewis held over for second 
here had unvugually strong 
supporting bill. It may aid in keep- 


ing up high box office tempo on the 
week as the bill costs around $9,000 | 
;and the theatre expects to make! 
money on the stanza. } 

Show was unusually strong from | 





comedy angle 


with Mitchell and 
Durant, Lulu 


McConnell and Com- 


pany and Pert Kelton stealing the 
major bows. 

Lewis with his band and two! 
femme aids, Arline Langan and Eli- | 
nore Brooks, did 40 minutes last | 


night. Routine practically the same 
with a couple of changes from pre- 
vious week. Received in good fash- 
ion, however. 


Three Freehands, male gymnasts, 
opened the show with feats of 
strength, finishing with a double 


perch equilibristic maneuver that is | 
bound to get them off to big returns 
anywhere. 

In the second groove Eddie Stan- 
ley, aided by Ginger, red headed 
damsel who lisps and contorts the 
English vernacular in cute fashion, 
an out and out flop. Stanley uses 
material that even the gag writer 
and dialogists would shun and tries 
to sell himself above what he has 
to offer, which is nothing. This 
turn just waste of time on a two- 
a-day bill and why placed here 
with sure fire turns under contract 
to circuit laying off hereabouts only 
the bookers in east can account for. 
But they should be little more care- 
ful what they hand those who pay 
one fifty top for vaude entertain- 
ment exclusively. 

The Demarcos, next, goaled with 
their smart ballroom routine, with 
Tony Demarco doing a rhythmic 
solo in wabbly walk. They have a 
mixed piano combination that is 
a darb, but ill-advisedly permit Miss 
Sell to warble. She has a weak 
parlor voice and ballad which is 
of same caliber that results in her 
registering average going down, for 
which there is no reason as the 
piano interludes are sufficiently long 
to permit the Demarcos to make 
their costume changes. 

Miss Kelton with a subtle satire 
routine which she used in “Sunny,” 
beginning with “Marchia” mimicry 
and ending with her Chaplin im- 
personation for encore. . She told of 
her film test and repeated it, after 
which came the playback, doné by 
herself with voice raspy and con- 
torted. First time this idea has 
been carried out and a panic here. 

Closing first part was the Lulu 
McConnell Company, moved down 
from No. 3 at matinee, exchanging 
places with the Demarcos. This 
quartet offered “A Quiet Game,” 
conversational incident that took 
the place of an impromptu bridge 
game that ended up in a drinking 
carnival and a mad on between the 
two couples concerned. Contains 
a sackful of hokum material that 
the sure fire picture gag men will 
not allow to pass into the night. 
If this turn were made into a talk- 
ing short nothing would hold it 
back. 

Intermission had the house mel- 
ody band, led by Billy Small, do a 
couple of numbers with Charles 
Benyen scoring again with his vo- 
calization. Opening the second half 
and preceding Lewis, were Frank 
Mitchell and Jack Durant with their 
knockabout antics. They were here 
in “Hit the Deck.” The boys got big 
applause on entrance and tied up 
the show, having to take a quartet 
of encores before the cash buyers 
would allow them to make room for 
Lewis. 

Opening the show was Pathe news 
weekly and Aesop’s Fables, latter 
not so forte. Ung. 


AMERICAN 
(Vaudfilm) 


Alibi here Monday night for the 
biz slump the heat. Bill was one of 
those small-timey, colorless things 
that bob up at this house. No 
names and none of the acts that 
were away from the usual run of 
pop-priced vaude. Little enthusiasm 
on a sticky night. 

The picture, “The Wolf of Wall 
Street” (Par), otherwise might have 
meant something to the 8th avenue 
crowd, generally strong for its mel- 
lers of the New York locales, 

Frank Shields opened the vaude 
section. Frank has been doing that 
lariat stuff a long time. Much of 
his talk was lost on .the Roof 
through Shields not raising his 
voice. Murray and Leonard (New 
Acts) sang rather pleasingly. Mardo 
and Raye are apparently the for- 
mer Mardo and Wynne act. Mardo’s 
wop clowning caused some laugh- 
ter, while he also worked the bull- 
dog for some laughs, his style in 
this respect somewhat familiar to 
that employed by Harry Howard 
and his mutt. 

Joseph B. Stanley and Co. closed 
the first part. Much running in and 
out by principals, with an effort to 
build up some comedy points over 
the comic rushing over the border 
line designated by signs of United 
States and: Mexico when threatened 
with arrest by a uniformed trooper. 
Not much to the entire act as shown 
here, but mebbe it was handicapped 
without scenery on the Roof. Rather 
light stage fare at best. Stanley 
works hard. 





After intermission the show took 


on some life through the animated 
music of that lively young Hawali- 


an, Nawohi. At first it looked as 
though he were in for some tough 
sledding from the hands of the 
Roofites. He had ’em applauding 
when he finished, and he sure can 
strum the uke. 

Smith and Hart kid all over the 
stage, the girl in particular, One or 
two of her remarks, especially the 
one where she tells one of the mu- 
sicians in the pit that he’s getting a 
break, unnecessary. But went great 
at this corner. The flippant wise- 
cracks turned loose found ready re- 
sponse. Otherwise the act just 
skidded. 

Edith Clifford was better received 
upstairs than one would imagine 
from her numbers, noticeably dif- 


ferent from the customary run of 
topical selections by single femmes 


here. Miss Clifford's turn proved 

;}most welcome, with her “he’s such 
a nice boy” going very well. She 
didn’t overstay, and that helped. 
Closer was Breen, LeBard and 
Barry, dancing trio with nothing 
exceptional. Mark, 





RIVERSIDE 


(St. Vaude) 

Second week of the big-time re- 
naissance on upper Broadway. Bill 
sounded intriguing on thé litho- 
graphs, but uncertain and undulat- 
ing upon the rostrum. Must stand 
house around $9,000, with over half 
that figure for Gilda Gray. 

Sloppy start intensified indiffer- 
ent impression. If the Riverside is 
going to be a big-time house it will 
have to sharpen up on some of the 
everyday imperatives of operation. 
Got to get-the departments co-ordi- 
nating. Didn’t get under way until 
2:40 Sunday afternoon. Audience 
whistling and applauding for action 
at intervals. When starting it was 
“cold,” without orchestra on one of 
those Aesop’s things. 

Orchestra finally came tumbling 
into the pit and nervously spattered 
discords in all directions. One of 
the actors later referred to the 
trenchers as pinochle players. Prob- 
ably just a kid, but it fitted. 

Show ovened with a trained dog, 
deuced with straight hoofing, treyed 
with a sketch, and by the time 
Trixie Friganza breezed in fourth, 
the bill, although in motion, wasn’t 
burning any bearings, First half 
ended with Miss Gray's office-pro- 
duced revue. Publicity value and 
drawing power may be conceded 
Gilda, hut her present act ap- 
proached as entertainment is just a 
lightweight and a once-around, 

On the ‘second half were Peter 
Higgins, the tenor; Roy Cummings, 
the knockabout comic, and a splen- 
did equilibrist turn, Two Harlequins 
(New Acts.) Sounds captious, per- 
haps, but in spite of worthy com- 
ponents, bill in toto didn’t measure 
up. It lacked rhythm, 

Foster and Peggy, standard dog 
act, call for no’ comment beyond 
record of the fact that it clicked, as 
usual. Slow starter and would have 
been better later. King, King and 
King appears 10 be the same act 
reviewed at the Palace some months 
ago and now increased by a third 
member. Boys have remarkable 
mechanical proficiency as tap danc- 
ers, but little else. They should 
keep silent, as their constant gap- 
ing communicates an wndesirable 
stupidity to their countenances, 

From the standpoint of avoiding 
most of the evils identified with 
vaudeville sketches, William Harri- 
gan and Robert Gleckler (New 
Acts) have an outstanding playlet. 
Not a wasted syllable in a well-knit 
script by Edwin Burke. Did nicely, 

Peter Higgins, opening intermis- 
sion, is under a blanket contract 
with Keith’s and has been fairly 
frequent at the main stands in con- 
sequence. As with his previous rou- 
tire, he is presently climaxing with 
a cute comedy number, not only a 


distinct and welcome innovation for 
again 
strongly suggestive that Higgins 


a high-brow tenor, but 
should let himself out more on the 
personality end. Feminine reaction 
to his turn Sunday mat was strong- 
ly favorable. He has matured pro- 
fessionally in the years’ with 
Keith’s, but continues to need an 
imvresario to develop his wider nos- 
sibilities. Next to Roy Cummings 
he earned the most legitimate ap- 
p'*7se. 

Tt should be reported in connec- 
tion with the Riverside experimen. 
two episodes overheard. 
gate aman and woman were ap- 
nealing to a house attache for au- 


thentic info as to which was Van 
In the 
smoking room an argument In prog- 
men as to 
whether Belle Baker or Rudy Val- 
lee had been responsible for the big 
business of the week before breught 
out a declaration from one of the 
men that he had come aijl the way 
Pre- 
sumably he had repeated for Gilda 


and which was Schenck. 


rees between three 


from Newark to see Vallee. 


Gray. 
These incidents, trifling, perhaps. 
noint the direction 


taelving vardeville. 
talking picty™-s and 


vaudeville. Land, 





Thelma Hill has signed two-year 
contract to appear in Mack Sennet 
the only actress 
term con- 
tract since making sound comedies. 


comedies. She is 


Sennet has signed to a 


At the 


of the breeze. 
It’s lone since the public has been 
Lays have been 
sometimeec 
legit. but, of recent vears, seldom 











VARIETY 39 
PALACE 
(St. Vaude) 


Chicago, April 7. 
Again a dub show at the Palace, 


| running true to form first pe rform- 


j}ance Sunday by the jumbled acts 
| spotted helter skelter with neither 
head nor tail to them. 

Last minute substitutions, caused 
iby Marion Harris walking off the 
| bill, threw a monkey wrench into 
the show. It brought out a layout 
that should never have happened 
otherwise. For instance, Lottice 


Hiowell should not have repeated 
this week, particularly when it was 
announced that she was subbing 
for Miss Harris. No other mention 
of Miss Harris’ walkout was made 
except a three line card in the lobby 
tersely stating the replacement. 

Only saving grace or graces were 
the Duncan Sisters, who rate a 
powerful draw around here. What- 
ever the house will gross this week 
over and above the breaking point 
will be unquestionably due to the 
girls. Closing the first half the Dun- 
cans plainly wowed. The relief the 
sisters provided was quite evident 
with the audience. Nothing could 
have stopped the terrific applause 
that sent the girls back for encores 
and a beg-off. Turn practically all 
new to the locals, and with excep- 
tion of some aside kidding with a 
fellow actor in the front row, they 
stuck to their lines and worked 
hard. 

A big laugh was to see the entire 
second half turn picture house with 
Davison’s Louisville Loons and Dan 
Russo's pit out combining on the 
Stage. It was difficult to judge 
them apart but taken as a whole 
the augmented combination did not 
sparkle. Stage performance seemed 
all new to most of the boys, in- 
cluding their leaders. A young fel- 
low, introduced only as “Chic,” m, 
e.’4 in front of the band while gag- 
ging considerably on his own. Miss 
Howell, with a good sendoff, ap- 
pealed more than she did the pre- 
vious week. Maybe it was the pic- 
ture house atmosphere, in which, 
if at all, she rightfully belongs. For 
vaude her style, delivery and choice 
of numbers are passe. As a pinch 
hitter for Miss Harris she did 
function, even with the wide 
stretch of imagination. 

Three Longfields, equilibristic turn. 
of two men and a woman, closed 


the show in regulation picture 
house manner. Atmosphere was 
obvious. 


A hokey No, 4 was Medley and 
Duprey, probably considered wy tue 
booking office too good for small 
time but carrying all of its ear- 


laughs, most hokum, of any kind 
usually does, but it still doesn’t 
prove a big time act. 

Pepito, Spanish clown, held down 
the trey spot with familiar antics, 
It’s a flash from a scenic angle 
and good stuff for the kids. A 
comely blonde assists more than in 
looks alone by displaying talent in 
contortionistic work and simple 
ability at the piano. 

On legit merit the opening turn, 
Black Kat Four, were show stop- 
pers. Quartet of colored hoofers are 
maniacs in speed and execution of 
steps. It was that speed that let 
down the ensuing acts. 

Johnny Hyman, in place of Art 
Henry, in No. 2, Hyman was pleas- 
ingly light and satisfactory, getting 
some snickers all around from the 
way he juggles words about, Al- 
though he’s been doing this same 
routine for several seasons Hyman 
still has a novelty. 

Biz was solid through the main 
floor Sunday mat. Loop. 


DAVIS 


(St. Vaude) 
Pittsburgh, April 9. 

A satisfying though fot excep- 
tional layout for the Davis’ swan- 
song in two-a-day. Downstairs 
less than half full) opening mat, bal- 
cony worse than that, and with @ 
film name on tap like Leatrice Joy. 
No wonder vaude has been given 
the skids around here. In addition 
mob has been getting harder to 
please each week and yesterday was 
no exception. Some excellent turns 
received hardly enough to justify a 
single bow. 

Big time at this site has been 
everything but that of late. Bills 
have been little different than when 
house was vaudfilm except that a 
couple of inexpensive acts have 
been added. Two-a-day devotees 
were keyed up to expect something 
out of the ordinary and were dis- 
appointed. Davis has been giving 
but one big act weekly when two or 





even three were needed to put over* 


time policy. Thar’s still gold in 
these hyar hills for -straight vaude, 
but not until they’re willing to give 
it some deserving breaks. 

Opener had Palmero’s canines in 
which a little fox terrier did some 
excellent balancing on her master’s 
hand. Yates and Lawley followed 
with nifty songs that got better as 
they went along. Should open with 
something snappier, for boys take 
too long to get set. 

Hap Hazzard, third, came on in 
one for a little kidding with the 
audience, curtain parting later. re- 
vealing full stage with femme doing 
tight-rope stuff. Hap closes flash- 
ily with a gazetsky on the wire 
with girl accompanying on c'arinet. 

Corinne Tilton, next to intermis- 





marks here. Material in the act got- 
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sion, gave ‘em the works with songs, | 
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ending as a soused femme at a road- 
house that may have been way off- 
color but never became too offensive. 
Mob liked it regardless. 

Alma Neilson, assisted by Dan B. 
Ely and Billy Atkins and the Friv- 
olitv Five (band), closed the first 
half with song and dance. Stayed 
on a bit too long and took more 
calls than asked. 

Miss Joy opened intermission and 
lived up to everything that had been 
said about her. Excellent voice, 
good sense of proportions, with class 
written all over. Assisted by Mil- 
dred Brown at piano, she made great 
impression and crowd went for her 
heavy. She's a charming performer. 

Joe Browning, next to closing, 
had his familiar “reformer” monolog. 


Good for a few scattered gig *‘es. 
Changed little in material or deliv- 
ery. Large and Morgner, one-legged 
boys, closed and probably made their 
spot the most attractive of the aft- 
ernoon. Team answered more calls 





than a prima donna. ohen. 
(Vaudfilm) 
Good all around show at the 
Academy this week. Topping the 


bill and preceding the feature was 
“20 Miles Out,” flash dancing and 
singing act. It ran 55 minutes with 
the locale aboard ship and Leo Hen- 
ning, Louise Meile and Duke Yell- 
man’s orchestra featured. Turn has 
band on the promenade deck of a 
ship with Henning acting as m. c. 
and conducting act that carries a 
lot of talent. O'Reilly Sisters, Hart, 
Whitestone and Polly and Gomez 
and Winoni being the outstanders. 
Wouild be sure-fire for the two-a- 
day if cut about 10 minutes and 
Henning took his m. c.ing a little 
less seriously, eliminating the en- 
cores and stolen bows. Repeat date, 
early. 

Rice and Werner, third, with their 
“On the Scaffold,” got plenty of 
laffs. It has stood the test of time, 
having last been noticed according 
to Variety’s files 11 years ago. 
Packed full of hoke and pratt fall 
slapstick. 

Bronson and Rabee, fourth, also 
in a comedy act well liked. Four 
girls are in support in dance spe- 
One does a neat contor- 
tionistic routine while another 
stands out with Russian hock step- 
ping. Full stage song and dance 
finale means nothing and might well 
be eliminated, the single laugh not 
being worth the time. 

Soi Gould, doing Dutch comedy 
assisted by a boy and a girl, on next 
to closing and satisfactorily with 
chatter about the South Pole. Girl 
Sopranos “Chloe” in the approved 
manner, but Gould flock of blue 
gags is strictly for the neighborhood 
three-a-day houses. 

Ferguson and Delval, dancing and 
Marimba band turn, opened. Cora 
Green and Co. in the deuce doing 
well. 

On the screen Fox News, sound 
and silent, and the feature, “Speak- 
easy” (Fox). Biz downstairs Mon- 
day night capacity but rather light 
upstairs with the humidity respon- 


sible. 
58TH STREET 


(Wired-Vaudfilm) 

One of the things that makes it 
tough in this era of determined re- 
habilitation is the great number 
and variety of local, peculiar and 
standardization-defying conditions. 
For instance, Mr. Proctor’s new 
58th street concert hall is a pros- 
perous house. It might easily be 
assumed that such a stand would 
practically be self-operating with 
vaudfilm, that all the bookers and 
management need figure on are five 
acts of average worth in facile 
combination with a feature picture. 

Not so. Acoustics make talking 
acts difficult, so house has to adopt 
its own local and peculiar form of 
bill, a sort’ of vaudeville presenta- 
tion, mostly revue, band acts and 
mugging. 


Instead of five acts there are 


three, but two lengthy productions. 
LePaul, card manipulator, sand- 
_wiched between, and, from where 
Variety’s scout is squatting, im- 
possible to get anything but a hazy 
impression of what he is doing. An- 
other local and peculiar condition. 
Can't play card manipulators suc- 
cessfully. Size of house affects 
customers optically as well as au- 
ditorially. 

Bobby Uke Henshaw, who car- 
ries a live raccoon on the shoulder 
of his collegiate windbreaker, is 
just what they need and like in 
these tabernacles. He gives them 
volume. They don’t have to tilt one 
ear to get his comedy. He whams 
his stuff and his assistants do like- 
gwise. A juve~''~> stands in the foot- 
lights pan and screams of his gush- 
ing love for his mother. He has 
a bleeding tenor, but his reception 
sounds like Giovanni Martinelli fin- 
ishing an aria. 

John Boyle’s dancing also well 
adapted to house even though the 
audience seemed to have lumbago 
in their wrists for his stuff. Boyle 
has been out of the business for six 
years. Running a dancing school 
must be a great racket, for Boyle 
could -orsonally have been getting 
himself compared with Harland 
Dixon, Bill Robinson, James Bar- 
ton, Will Mahoney or other masters 
of the rhythmic cleak. He is also 
something of a novelty in being a 
dancing instructor who can execute 
his own lessons. He mentioned his 
12 chorines as now in their second 


wreck of professional work. Land. 


JEFFERSON 


(Vaudfim-Wired) 

Whole show is comprised of the 
new C. B. Maddock unit show called 
“Topical Topics,” headed by James 
Burke and Eleanor Durkin (team) 
It has been going on now for a 
month or so and is presumed to be 
in shape. Running 80 minutes at 
the Jefferson, it was revealed as a 
composite of good and not so good. 
Staging of numbers is particularly 
mixed, several excellent and several 
pretty mediocre. 

In a general way it has an abun- 
dance of robust hoke comedy, and 
that essential carries it. Troupe 
takes something the form of a good 
burlesque show of 10 years ago, 
when there was still some bur- 
lesque. It is extremely loose in 
structure and appears to be com- 
posed largely of ad lib comedy bits 
to separate the numbers and a scat- 
tering of specialties. At least, if 
the bits are not ad lib they are ex- 
ceedingly informal. This audience 
seemed to be divided on the merits. 
Moments when they became rest- 
less. But they went for the rowdy 
hoke strong. , 


Frame up is simple. Two mixed 
teams make the body of the aggre- 
gation. They are Burke and Dur- 
kin, with Burke doing the m. c. and 
presiding in a sort of supervisory 
canscity, besides the regular spe- 
cialty of the pair near the end of 
the evening. They are supported 
by Jarmann and Green, Sunny 
Jarmann, peppiest and blondest of 
soubrets, doing general utility in 
that department and Charles Green 
doing a sort of supporting eccen- 
tric, as in the wheel shows. The 
pair do their familiar specialty at 
full length, plus something, making 
about 20 minutes. The Burke-Dur- 
kin specialty took up more time 
than that, with much loose clown- 
ing around the piano added and 
rather strained give and take of 
gagging. 

Besides these four seasoned per- 
formers are a scattering of prin- 
cipal people hard to identify, but 
including B. J. Murphy, solo dancer 
apparently; Jung and Elroy, young 
men hoofers. Mildred Goodfellow 
seems to be the prima donna, and 
Kathleen Goodwin works in a cou- 
ple of blackouts and also helps the 
stage pictures. A Sydney Platt is 
mentioned and also Billy Mann, but 
in the medley of coming and going 
they do not stand out sufficiently 
to attain individuality. Besides the 
people mentioned there are several 
of minor function and eight chorus 
girls, young and good looking. 
Brisk start with girls out in 
“one” for intro. Then to dressing 
room scene, where the eight strip 
to union suits and do a number, 
“What Chorus Girls Are Made Of,” 
with a sprightly dance led by 
blonde soubret, Miss Goodwin for 
choice. Anyhow, it all establishes 
the revue atmosphere. 

Shift to drop showing dress shop 
window with four girls posed as 
gown dummies. Prima does an ap- 
propriate number. Business of street 
crowd—cop, blind beggar, etce.— 
who pass and gaze at dresses. 
“Nance” window dresser half dis- 
robes one model, then pulls window 
curtain, and when it goes up again 
girls are all in briefest of step-ins. 
Blind man stops to gape; “Nance” 
flirts with cop. 

Burke kills—kills is right—min- 
ute or two with rags, while set goes 
to old-fashioned tintype drop, heads 
of two men and two women appear- 
ing through holes. Burlesque of 
old-fashioned sentimental ballads, 
overdone. Follows spicy blackout 
of hotel maid and drummer—long 
Yn building up and mild in snapper. 

Boy hoofers had session here, 
clean cut specialty. Pair can buck 
and wing to a fare-ye-well. Then 
more monolog by Green and Miss 
Jarmann and not very hot. Prima 
donna in hoop skirts did dullest 
number of the revue. Old-fash- 
ioned chorus maneuvers, girl carry- 
ing flowered hoops. Suggestion of 
“Black Crook” revival, but done 
dead straight. Audience restless 
here. 

Jarmann and Green’s specialty 
all great hoke comedy, then a num- 
ber as pretty and neatly set as the 
preceding one was sloppy. This 
had a cottage behind a picket fence, 
all like a pen and ink sketch and 
set off with blossoming trees in the 
cottage yard. Girls in pink frocks, 
with girl in men’s evening clothes 
leading the number. 

Boy hoofers back for an instant, 
this time playing guitar and har- 
monica. Burke and Durkin on for 
their vaudeville turn, opening with 
Burke’s monolog, then into cross 
fire, later Miss Durkin presiding at 
piano for several short songs: Then 
into burlesque of hypnotism, buiit 
excellently for rough comedy, with 
Green trying to mesmerize a dwarf 
plant. Burke has a capital bari- 
tone, but never lets it go except for 
“Spell of the Blues,” anything but 
a snappy revue number, and not 
improved by Burke falling for one 
of those recitations. 

Unit closes with its best bit of 
staging, capital ensemble on the 
wooden soldier idea, brightly 
dressed and prettilly set with back- 
ground of toy village and all 20 of 
the company tapping on real drums 
for the march finale. 

Lot of loose material presented 
in rather a jumble. Still needs 
knitting. Business Sunday evening 
capacity plus, as usual. Feature, 
“Chinatown Nights” (Par), Pathe 
sound news and innovation in Top- 
ics of the Day in sound and ani- 
mated figures, Rush. 





81ST ST. 


(Vaudfilm—Wired) 
Talking sketch is hard enough to 
book a lively show around even in 
straight vaudeville, but when in a 
focal spot in a five-act vaudefilm 
frameup it wrecks the zip and speed 
so desirable in that entertainment 


form. 
This lineup was o. k, without 
Mary Boland’s “Meet the Wife.” 


The playlet has its points, but once 
again demonstrates the polite farce- 
let is out of place in this type of 


show. It just won't blend with the 
fast come and go of specialty and 
does violence to its tempo. No. 3 
here it got laughs from a meager 
Sunday afternoon corporal’s guard, 
but it distinctly didn't beiong. 
Vardels billed but out at the last 
minute, and King, King & King sub- 
stituted, with as fast and sightly a 
dancing routine as can be found 
in the specialty field. Three boys 
do nothing but buck and wing 
dancing, but how they do it! First 
in straight demonstration of taps, 
all three shackled at the ankles. 
Then back free of foot and un- 
hampered. Go into ensemble and 
then in turn each does a Solo while 
the other two look on. Remarkable 
variations of acrobatic wings here, 
You'd never suppose any such vir- 
tuosity of winging was _ possible. 
They build this solo-under-spot 
idea for a smashing dance finish. 
Speak not a word, sing not a note. 
Capital ten minutes for an opener. 
Noble Sissle working alone and 
ballyhooing his return from Paris. 
Does nicely with typical coon songs 
—“‘Miranda” and “Give Me _ the 
Southland.” lLatter the basis for a 
medley of plantation songs that 
scored. Dancing finish great. For 
encore (legitimate one) the colored 
entertainer went into a dramatic 
splash, crashing into heavy-handed 
recitation based on “Dream of the 
Big Parade” and touching off plenty 
of red fire including a verse or two 
of Kipling’s “Recessional.” Total 
18 minutes, and an applause riot 
from a scattered audience that ap- 
peared ready to eat up this sort of 
stuff. Then the Boland sketch for 
20 minutes. 

Johnny Sully and Muriel Thomas 
hold to the framework of their old 
act but have stiffened up the hoke 
from time to time. It’s sure fire 
now, regardless of the fact that it 
is hoke of the rowdiest sort from 
the grotesque “prolog” opening to 
the exchange of gags ending with 
a slapstick sock from behind the 
drop in “one.” Sully knows his 
vaudeville, delivering his stuff with 
a good deal more suave finesse than 
the material deserves. Girl is a 
piquant soubret and an eyeful in 
abbreviated costume, satire on the 
backless vogue. With these assets 
and the help of a horde of plants 
in the audience they keep the laughs 
running for a high average. Follow- 
ing the Boland sketch the couple 
saved the day, where an act of quiet 
humor, be it ever so clever, would 
have fared badly. 

Gamble Boys and Bache made a 
satisfactory closer. Four-piece or- 
chestra of unusual composition 
(pianv, banjo, sax and drums) gives 
a novel background. Boys sing in- 
dividually and in all combinations 
up to four. Violet Bache peddles 
sex appeal and some fair stepping 
in the Spanish, ballroom and night 
club floor manner, latter in abbre- 
viated dress. Del Faust, boy dancer, 
does some striking acrobatic step- 
ping all by himself, mostly splits 
and handsprings and one bit of 
excellent legmania. Between the 
exercise of these various talents, 
the Gamble boy who plays the 
banjo and sings exactly like Rudy 
Vallee, gets across some amusing 
clowning while presiding as a sort 
of informal m. c. 

Feature “Chinatown Nights” 
(Par). 

Business on this sun drenched 
spring Sunday afternoon terrible. 





Rush. 
FORREST AND LAKE 
Songs, Instrumental 
10 Mins.; One 
American (V-P) 
Two boys collégiate looking 


enough to arouse suspicion that 
their names might be a pun on Lake 
Forest School in Illinois. Style of 
work strongly hints of glee club 
training. 

Advantages of pep and freshness 
of enthusfasm. Good sense of vo- 
de-o-do, nice appearances, pleasant 
voices, workable mastery of ukes 
and violin, latter stressing pizzi- 
cato. Disadvantages slight. Not 
quite 100 per cent at ease. Ner- 
vous mannerisms and distracting 
moving about. 

All they need is work. Land, 





TWO HARLEQUINS 
Equilibrists 

5 Mins.; Two (Special). 
Riverside (St. V.) 

Two men looking German and 
probably backgrounded by Keith 
production department. Exceptional 
in their class with fabulous strength 
of understander as demonstrated by 
one-arm feats highlighting. 

Harlequin title and dress rather 
blah and hackneyed, through fre- 





quent use. 
Can play anywhere. Land. 





New Acts 





ROY ROGERS 
Comedy Dancer 
8 Mins.; One 

Palace (St. V.) 


Roy Rogers is something new and 
different in the way of single men. 
He is an acrobatic dancer with 
comic intent. 


He does a stew, talking and act- 
ing soused, with the acting includ- 
ing his dancing and the rocky roll 
of an inebriate. A _ pitcher bit, 
wherein the powder in the glass 
changes the “wine” to.water, is the 
single item to depart from origin- 
ality. 


Rogers must be a good performer. 
There is no definite point to his 
act, yet there is enough, and enough 
to Rogers to sell both. He is a per- 
fect No. 2 act for the big time and 
a spotter elsewhere. Bige. 


HARRIGAN-GLECKLER Co. 
“Brothers” (Dramatic) 

19 Mins.;-Drapes and Box Set 
Riverside (St. V.) 


William Harrigan, legit juvenile 
and frequent excursionist into 
vaudeville, with Robert Gleckler, 
also- legit, in a sketch by Edwin 
Burke. Man and woman, unpro- 
gramed, in support. Opens in “one” 
before drapes, going to full-stage 
box set, possibly owned by act, but 
looking like house property. 


Good trouping plus a script hap- 
pily economical about everything 
and anything that’s not absolutely 
necessary makes “Brothers” inter- 
esting. Moves swiftly, tells its story 
in a business-like style and gener- 
ates more than the usual audience 
absorption. 

Story is of a double-crossing 
dame who frames her yeggman 
sweetie. His brother is a crack de- 
tective and does not know the man 
he is chasing is his blacksheep 
brother. Bad boy suicides to solve 
situation and prevent breaking of 
mother’s heart. That leaves the 
mean cutie caught in her own net 
as self-confessed and self-implicat- 
ed accomplice to a hold up and 
murder. 

There should be spots for this 





turn. It escapes the usual sketch 
curse. Land. 
JACK LEE 


Musical Imitations 
10 Mins.; One 
8ist St. (V-P) 

Lee must have been around be- 
fore, although not recorded. He is 
in rancher get-up, with half boots 
and trousers tucked in. 

His specialty is a ventriloquial 
knack combined with a nasal twang 
which. permits him to do musical 
imitations quite well. He does a 
Lauder and banjo phonograph re- 
cording impression for the starter. 
A nose-blowing bit next is out of 
order and should be out. A bit with 
a violin and a phone conversation 
with a prop receiver next. Lee 
sings “Wild Irish Rose,” which is 
seemingly transmitted through the 
telephone receiver. This is strictly 
a ventriloquial stunt and a clicker. 

Utilizing a prop radio horn, he 
does a duet harmony impression 
through the radio receiver, winding 
up with a jazz band impression, re- 
lieved by the usual -static, blasting 
and blaring noises of ether trans- 
mission for comedy relief. 

He twiced nicely at the —_ an 

el. 





BESSIE BROWN 
Songs 

12 Mins.; One 
American Roof (V-P) 


Buxem colored songstress offer- 
ing a fast routine of pop tunes, all 
well selected and suiting her style 
of delivery. Makes no costume 
changes but uses colored spots to 
excellent advantage, especially for 
ballad number. 

Can hold the two spot satisfac- 
torily on any neighborhood bill. 


=o AND MAY CO. (1) 
' 

13 Mins.; Two (Special) 
American (V-P) 

Gabfest between man and woman. 
Tank town depot, big city gal, 
snappy comeback hick station mas- 
ter. Gags pretty old and familiar, 
but they giggled at the American. 

At finale boy, about 13, joins act 
for purposes of shattering a couple 
of sentimental ballads, one about 
his mother in heaven. His shriek- 
ing soprano brought the house down 
at this stand and presumably can 
repeat where audiences parallel 
American. Strain on lad’s vocal 
apparatus not wholesome and will 
not please more discriminating cus- 
tomers. 

Pretty fair middle of the bill fam- 
ily time turn. Land. 





THE RED PIRATE (6) 
Operatics and Dancing 
18 Mins.; Full (Special) 
American (V-P) 


Third rate specialty people trying 
to carry through an operatic whimsy 
with symbolic pantomime. When 
they act they are terrible although 
passable for small time on spe- 
cialties., 

Various characters are garbed 
mongrel fashion between buccaneers 
and gypsies. Whole thing is listless 
and awkward. Scenery is the stand- 
out. A yawn, 





Greta NISSEN and James RENNIE 
“The She and the Sheik” (Comedy) 
16 Mins.; Full (Special) 

Fox, Brooklyn (V-P) 

Greta Nissen and James Rennie 
are-a couple of names, one possible 
and the other doubtful for vaude. 
Miss Nissen might be an attraction 
through her film rep. 

They have a silly-silly skit, smutty 
in intent and through Greta and the 
way Greta tosses the body around 
the rostrum. Cleaned up a bit it 
might get by at a stag. Cleaned 
up a lot it will do for vaude. Jack 
Lait wrote it. 

When_ Rennie, as a desert sheik, 
tells her that he hates “all you 
American and English girls,” Greta 
answers in Swedish dialect. 

The old reverse “make” is the 
basic plot. Greta is looking for ad- 
venture on the desert, perchance a 
romance with a sheik. She kidnaps 
one to make sure, but he won't play. 

A lot of wiggling on Greta’s part 
to melt the icy boy friend. Much 
double entendre to show you what 
she means. 

Greta is having a tough time get- 
ting over until he finally falls and 
drags her out of the tent. She says, 
“Wait until I get my bag” for the 
curtain line. 

Greta gets a chance to strip and 
dance and makes the most of it. 

Bige. 


JOHN BOYLE and Girls (12) 
Dance Revue 

16 Mins.; Full (Special) 

58th Street (V-P) 

John Boyle, dancing school oper- 
ator, returns to show biz after an 
absence of six years, accompanied 
and surrounded by 12 young chicks 
graduated from his terpsichorean 
academy. That school idea might 
ordinarily sug~°st immaturity, kid- 
dishness and a lot of other things, 
unobservable by fond parents, but 
clear as crystal to the general pub- 
lic. However, the _ girls acquit 
themselves very snappily and the 
act escapes any stigma’of being in 
on forbearance. 

Boyle himself is a whiz on the 
cleaks, comparing with the best of 
the boys in this department. He 
has grace and stage training, gets 
in every tap and holds audience’s 
attention easily. His routine on a 
wooden chair is a dandy novelty. 

Numerous changes of costume by 
the girls gives act production and 
flash value. Land. 


CARTER DE HAVEN and Son 
Talk, Songs and Dances 

37 Mins.; One and Full Stage 
Hamilton (V-P) 

The son is Carter, Jr. With father 
and son in this new vaude turn 
which returns Carter, Sr., to east- 
ern stages after a long stay on the 
west coast is a sprightly looking 
blonde, Helen Virgil, and a tall col- 
ored tap stepper, Ernest Graham. 
Act is too long for best results. Did 
very well here as a whole. New 
dancing routines helped a lot with 
something of a stage novelty in 
that combined buck and Spanish 
layout. 

Act starts slowly with too much 
verbal pyrotechnics about the re- 
lationship. The idea is production- 
like, but vaude wants speed. Some 
of the gag exchange is moldy. Ref- 
erence to the son by Carter as “the 
result of a weak moment” not so 
bullet-proof on the road. 

The girl and Carter, Sr., in one 
number recalled the heydey song 
and dance stuff that DeHaven and 
Flora Parker did for years. 

De Haven offered a song in 
which he referred certain situations 
to topical song choruses. The son 
appeared as a taxi driver with a 
prop cab in which he soliloquized 
on “there’s a lot to be learned in 
a taxicab.” No voice to speak of 
but effective. 

That colored chap’s solo stood out 
and for a moment the audience for- 
got the rest of the De Haven out- 
fit. 
For the finale De Haven used his 
old quick change of silk shirt or 
blouse bit for a series of bows. 
Judging from the reception here, 
the act will do, but it needs a lot 
of elimination, tinkering and pep- 
ping up. The present-day units and 
flashes are carrying a barrel of 
competitive dance and song stuff 
these days. Remaining is the ques- 
tion of value of the De Haven name 
at this time. Mark. 


NATHANO BROS. (2) 
Comedy Roller Skating 
6 Mins.; Three 
Bist St. (V-P) 

The Nathanos are not new. They 
perform like standards and ar@ 
probably the acrobatic act of poste 
war days when they did hand-toe 
hand stuff in gob getup. Here their 
forte is acrobatics on roller skates. 
One is the straight, Coing legitimate 
stunt work-on the rollers, and the 
corpulent comedian in padded pan- 
taloons is the clown relief with his 
smash falls. And how he takes ’em 
—on the slightest provocation. 

It’s one of those more or less silly 
and meaningless entries which 
probably clicks best at the matinees 
when the youngsters best react to 
the knockabout. 

They employ two tables and a 
flock of chairs for the broad jumps 
and the like, concluding with a 
blindfold test. Abel. 
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Tr, gets by f 


experience, Ch 


*aramount has a new Mm. ¢c., Monk 

‘atson from Chicago, with his auto- 
matic and cartridges, Watson is a 
Pleasing Personality and though 
maybe not a musician, Carries the 
Stage band through ina Convincing 
| Manner, © fagged a little second 


More band than pic 

ippodrome’s 
San” inesalied for thre 
the big house passes 
and the Passion 
Pennsylvanians are on the sc 
“Syncopation” 
alte steoe in a flashless, b 
cellent presentment. 

Besides a box office 
pose of this change at 
Hip is two fold. One, t 
tenancy in an auspici 


© weeks ere 
over to Gest 


youthfu] and 


and Vincent P out for com.- 

formance was held to 35 Minutes, he 
gesture, pur- SS Stewart's 
the spacious 
° end Keith’s 
ous manner; 


Show w hat he had 
Out here now they are not go 


SWings the Stick ana introduces 
with any exploitation that mj can do. If he does Something, great, 
derived through a policy cha but if one of those Form 34 hone 
just too bad. Watson, pressed for 
time, Could have been called in the 
~ Orm 34 class. But they Say he has 
it on the ball and if he &ets his 
chance with the next unit in, gives 
every indication of going Okay, 

Unit which he worked with was 
“Monte Carlo,” It is a Boris Pet. 
rofft output featuring Fred Stritt. 
A neat fast-motivating tab carrying 

d 


~opez band is the hub of 
minute stage bill. 
the sees ny 
e consume 
mg of 15 and 2 speci 
It's a different 
house presentation. 


Picture house act 
Practically Straight 
° accompaniment. 
different While 


irst 26 all 
de routine. 


sort of Picture 


awful, the perform- 

a are first rate 
Lopez music has its ow 
among bands. It makes a 
Lillian Roth, 
New Amsterda 
after a week of No. 4 
ace (Lopez also from t 
sings two son 
Roth is an a 
sonality alon 
self in a show 
maybe that’s it. 
Miss Roth, as a 
two chorus (danc 
vaude, just singi 
working like another 
a change of ch 


Stritt, of course, is outstanding 
factor with his comedy antics and 
changes of raiment, His routine 
Seemed to hit nicely here, The 
mixed chorus did chanting and tap 
work with their ensemble endeavors 
in terpsichore showing 800d train- 


at for Picture 


at the Pa}- 
he Palace), 


nducts her- 


soubret, leads 
ing) numbers, 


aramount new 
she’s a single, 


4 ston Sellers’ 


aracter for a 
redit that she 
Lillian might 
Own after the 
her songs, for 





lands both ways, 
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opening day but as the per- 


not given an opportunity to 


about ¢ e m. e, who only 


They Want to know What he 


Marion and Rosita, mixed Apache 
team, burlesqued this knock down 
and drag out routine which smacks 
of rea) entertainment value. Bert 


style after her singi 
askins is on 


quickly in an eccentric kic 


azel Skatelle, Programmed, 


are out of unit. 
Though not a massive and flash 
assemblage, “Monte Carlo” will give 


e time allotted 
and 8uggest- 
ell with more 


enough in th 
ate a high i 
ed she woul 


was as usual, 


They applaud his entrance and he 
reciprocates with two Solo numbers, 
one voca), 


the rostrum at 
rm, the only true 


ect at the Hip. 
an origina) 
ld be borrow 
Vince will le 
and creative 


er included 69 


i 
composition e pit Symphony, 


ed by other 





able, rather unusual with most or- 
&an chanters, 


Half dozen Shots of Paramount 


k; Perhaps the 
orchestra of 


(Par), 
Sam Katz and Herman Wobber 
in attendance at the opening per- 


arles has Pleasing voice with 
ciation clear and understand- 


preceded Charles, Screen fea- 
“The Wilda Party,” Clara Bow 





ormance, Both seemed wel] pleased 
with stage show. Ung. 


_ oo | a oe 


of their bla 


Stage shows at the Chicago are 
two distinet Portions: one known 
as the orchestra] Production and the 
other the presentation, Recently 4. 


r the road or once 
it four in Times 
Probably time to 


more will make 

Square, and then 

learn a new step o 

Stace show ran 
3 











40 minutes, ana Hicksville R. R. 
d 


art for the Hip of stranded 


Saturday was ca 
ey are looking 


pacity all day, 
ad told Tom t 





CHICAGO 


(Wired) 
Chicago, April 5. 








has Produced a presentation 
on blue Melodies, It is much 


better, As an enlargement of his 

Previous orchestra] affair it carries 

the scar of Self-plagiarism and 

merits Speculation as to why in the 
ri 


&@ show at the Hi 


ORIENTAL 


> day he Would show him 


how in the wo 


r pains, 


Revieweq without derogatory re- 


4scall—not Lo 
d sort to memory, “Blue Melodies” is 
Fat Thompson a a fine piece of Stagecraft, a Sweet 


are on the ends. 


McIntyre an 























ribbons of color, Lighting will be 
effectively weird when the elec- 
tricians’ Souls are imbued with fu- 
turism and Purged of Pinochle yens. 
Friday the boys weren't feeling that 


raction of Anita 


azz it up, and it 


iL 
nt about the struck by P 


younger f£eneration 
elders prob- 


tricia Bow- 
ere danseuse. 
half-soled as he sees fit 

The mixed vocal chorus started 
with “Blue Heaven,” led by Billy 
Beyers and an unbilled girl. Hot 
after came the 16 ballet girls, knock- 


an’t do a bl 
of the Roxye 

48 well or b 
Stick to the c 
in =r acne Cl foll d ith an arrange 

cts gradu ‘horus fo owed w - 
nae ettoct . ment of “St. Louis Blues” and “Spel 
of the Blues,” sung expertly. End 
of the introduction had the ballet 
back for a pretty waltzing of “Blue 
Danube.” 

Four Kareys, contortion anda bal- 
ancing, fitted with their severe body 
twists under eerie lighting, Erner 
and Fisher, comedy dance team, 
were introduced neatly in the next 


ated from his ally blacked 


urn out a pleas- 
Summerish frolic 


rus, singing “Wake 
ake Up,” and lez 
e feature film. 

n seated on 


Up, Chillun, w 


S couple of up and into th 


olding up some 
More seen of 
e impresses. 
t, looking fresh 
quely spotted 
tor Young, fea- 
» leads into mus- 
h “Mendelssohn's 
; revealing M 
incidental vocal 
2 girls on swings 
e for Osterman’s 
display, Follow- 
low “Mother” 
st 


at Man” to brace the con- 


apped by audi- 
es well enough 


Reine is quit 
ence progress buf do 
under conditions. 


mae = NY Seeger meee 


blues number and then eal] on the 
Pair in nut costume, Eccentrie rou- 
tines of the man and gir] were more 
a display of precise timing than 
agility, and received heavy appre- 
Ciation. 

Finale was a dance routine and 
display based on “Rhapsody in 
Blue” with a trumpeter and Pianist 
holding the Spots while the vocal 
chorus worked a rear-stage group- 
ing and the ballet danced in front 
Accompanied by re vealment of the 


in this show, with 
ntation running 
and the picture 


Nothing to spare 
the main stage y 
41 minutes by itself 
Jong enough. 

Bill is a natural 'wo-weeker and 
of a break 


in eement by th probably won't 


» Picking up| stick for three, 


introducea as more than that at the Roxy before. 


©PPortunity 





is his own, to be kept, sold or 





































it off to “Milenburg Joys.” 
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an admirable S€asoni 
and in addition that 
that count most 
any other sta 
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ng of novelty 
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© comedy e} 
is attributable 
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Cuse celebr; 
Show, heavily 
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Stone and Vv 
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e r thrill and 
grace of their perf. nce, 


Setting is a so 
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PRESENTATIONS—BILLS 
NEXT WEEK (April 15) 
THIS WEEK (April 8) 


Shows carrying numerals such as (14) or (15) indicate opening 
For this week 


week on Sunday 


or Monday, 





as date 


may be 


with split weeks also indicated by dates. 


An asterisk (*) before name signifies act is new to city, 


next 


(7) or (8) 


doing a new 


turn, reappearing after absence or appearing for first time. 


Pictures includ 


e in classification 


presentation as adjunct. 


PARIS 7 

Week April 6 
4 Medrano Jean Brochard 
Tony Bastien Castel Rudeau 
Babylas Ginelly-Chrysis 
Londonia Betty Compson 
Lepoms Sis Daix-Dellys 
Harry Carre Moulin Rouge 
Cairoli-Porto-C Abe Lyman 
Yost Dorothy McNulty 
Schlax Co Alina de Silva 
Masu & Yuri Pirates 3 
Roberto Dillon's 2 


Trubka’s Tr 
Dario-Bario-R 
Empire 
Ingenues 
Tamara 
San Linfield 
Lilly May 
Mady & Comp 
Green Wood & V 
Canadiens 7 
Danvers 
J W Jackson Girls 
Folies Bergere 
Andre Randall 
Glenn Ellyn 
Dahlia 
Reine Brandon 
Georgia Graves 
A Jackson Girls 
Alice Meva 
Dayelma 
Balpetre 
Epp Sis 
Yvonne Guillet 


Carmen Montano 
Fidji 2 
Charpini 
Reveller 
Yomamoto-Koyo 
Hank the Mule 
Fred Mela Bd 
Little Esther 
Olympia 
Florontinos 
Lull Vally 
Carrer : 
Gil Blas 
Olympe Densmore 
J B Densmore 
Hector 3 
Wassilieff Tr 
Hassan 3 
Glorio & Mia Mon 
Harry Richy 
Genevieve de Sanes 
Mylos & Coco 
Sarthel 





LONDON 
Week April 8 


FINSBURY PARK 
Empire 

‘Em Cowboy 

LONDON 
Victoria Palace 

Will Hay 

Lillian Burgess 

Webb & Grattan 


Ride 


Maxim 3 


Hector Gordon 
Rene Riano Co 
Farrar & Mayerl 
Len Fillis Co 
NEW CROSS 


Empire 
Laugh Town L’gh 
STRATFORD 


picture policy, 


with 


vaudeville or 





Tower (6) 
“Dude Ranch" 
Lou Koslo Bd 
Duftin & Draper 
Wyoming 6 
Nat Spector 
Caites Bros 
“Red Skin" 

Uptown (6) 
“Perfect Girl’ Unit 
Verne Buck Bd 
Cheer Leaders 4 
Joe Penner 
Helen McFadden 
Foster Girls 
“The Barker” 

ATLANTA, GA. 

Howard (15) 
“Blossoms” Unit 
Eddie Magill 
Dolores & Eddy 
Sa!lmonse 


Unit 





P Kirkiand 


Criterion (Indef) 
Creatore’s Orch 
“Speakeasy” 
Egyptian (11) 
Frank Jends Bd 
“Carnation Kids" 
Loew's State (11) 
Rube Wolf Bd 
Heidt's Californians 
Stela Hewitt 
“Tide of Empire” 
Paramount (11) 
“Topsy-Turvy” U't 
Terry Corwey 
Caffery & Miller 
Phelps 2 
Milton Charles 
“The Letter’ 
\WARK 
Branford (6) 
Ben Ross 
Benny Fairbanks 
Leonidoft Girls 








Suite 509 


WILTON BOOKS 


NYTHING 
ANYWHERE 


NOTHING 
TOO BIG 


write Wine CALL 


ALF T. WILTON 


1560 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 
Phone Bryant 2027-8 








mpire 





The Junectros 


PROVI 


‘ ENGLAND 


BIRMINGHAM 
Empire 
Something New 


Show's the Thing 
BLACKPOOL 


Rm 
Omara Opera Co 
Grand 


The Lad 

BRADFORD 
Alhambra 

And by We snd On 


Empire 
The Truth Game 
EDINBUBGH 
Empire 
Good News 
GLASGOW 
Athambra 
Clowns in Clover 
mp 
League of Stars 
HANLEY 


G 

Young Bloods of V 
HULL 

Carl 
Empire 

Darktown Scandals 
Ro 


Show Boat 
LIVERPOOL 


E 
Abie’s Irish Rose 


NCIAL 


wAnCEESTES 


Virgtsian 
NEWCASTLE 


Empire 
Her Cardb’d Lover 
NEWPORT 


m 
Ella Retford 
Henry Haerty 
Brownie Boys 
Coyne 
Jack Grieve 
Haig & Esco 
Rodney Hudson Co 
NOTTINGHAM 
mpire 
Busin’ss Is B’siness 
Ro 
Lucky Girl 
PORTSMOUTH 
Royal 
The Green Lamp 
SALFORD 
Jose Col ins Co 
SHEFFI 


Empire 
The Seafarers 
SOUTHAMPTON 
Empire 
Desert Song 
SOUTHSEA 
King’s 
Chu Chin Chow 
SWANSEA 





Empire 
That's a Good Girl 


Emp 
One Damn Thing 





| Picture Theatres 








NEW YORK CITY 
Capitol (13) 
“Crystals” Unit 
Dave Schooler 
Chester Hale Girls 
“Desert Nights’ 
6) 


( 
*Pastels’’ Unit 
Dave Schooler 
Sammy Lewis 
Patti Moore’ 
Joyce Coles 
Ray Ellis & La R 
Chester Hale Girls 
“Wild Orchids’ 


Colony (6) 
Walter O'Keefe 


Sammy Kahn Orch 


“The Shakedown” 
Paramount (6) 
‘Say With F’rs’ U 

Ben Black 
Sammy Cohen 
Stone & Vernon 4 
Maxine Hamilton 
Dave Gould Girls 
Dave Rubinofft 
“Wolf Song”’ 


Rexy (6) 
McIntyre & Heath 
Patricia Bowman 
William Robyn 
Fat Thompson 
Bud Williamson 
Lon Hascal 
W'lk’r & Thomps’n 
Randolph's Singers 
“Hearts in Dixie” 

CHICAGO, ILL. 

Avalon (6). 
Roy Detrich Bd 
Grace Doro 
Kanazawa Tr 
West Lake & H 

Capitel (6) 
Charlie Crafts’ Bd 
Novelle Bros 
Ruth Marcotte 
Lew Fink 
Melodious 7 

Chicago (5) 
‘Blue Melodies’ P’s 
H L Spitalny Bd 
Kareys Co 
Doris Morrelle 
Luella Feirtag 
Erner & Fisher 
‘HiseC’ptive W'm'n’ 

Granada (6) 
Chas Kaley Bd 
Mae Murray Unit 

Harding (6) 
“Rootlights’ Unit 





Al Morey Bd 
George Rosener 
Doris Roche 
Eddie Walzer 
Agnes Gilroy 
‘L'dy of Pavem’nts 
Marbro (6) 
Benny Meroff Bd 
Lestra La Monte 
Isabel Brown 
4 Paper Co-Eds 
Nan Francis 
Texas Red Heads 
Haig Prieste 


Norshore 
“Stop Thiet” 
Al Kvale Bd 
Lovey 2 
Earl LaVere 
Newman & Rogers 
Kathryn Lewis 
E Macquelet 
Kurniker Ballet 
“Red Skin" 


Oriental (6) 
‘Spring Chickens’ U 
Jock Osterman Bd 
Anita Stewart 
Max & Gang 
Jones & Elliott 
Jue Fong 
Herbie Edwin 
Peterson Girls 
“Speakeasy” 


(6) 
Unit 


Paradise (6) 
“Show Boat” Unit 


Mark Fisher Bd, 
Gregory & Edison 
Masters & Grace 
Cotton Pickers 
Sam Arco 
“The Barker” 
Rialte (6) 
Keefer 3 
Delton & Dowe 
Stratford 
2d half (11-13) 
Keo Taki & Yoki 
Dezso Retter 
Andreni Bros 
Jones & Hull 


Cooke’s Bd 
Tivoli (6) 
“Just Kids" Unit 


F Masters Bd 
Arthur D. Carter 
Robert O'Connor 
Anna Chang 
Cecile Blair 
Albert Lewis 
Gould Girls 











Arthur Ball 
Foster Girls 
BALTIMORE 
Century (8) 
Richy Craig Jr 
Jean Boydell 
Bud Carlell 
Ossman & Schepp 
Bachelor 4 
Gluck Sorrell Girls 
“Duke Steps Out” 


BIRM’GHM, ALA. 
Alaba 


ma (15) 
“Step On It” Unit 
Paul Mall 
B & J Petersoa 
Helen Wright 
Bernofft & J's'phine 
F Sorrell Girls 
BOSTON 
Metropolitan (6) 
‘Pearls of B'g'd’ U 
Ted Claire 
“Divine Lady” 
BROOKLYN 
Fox (8 
Nissen & Rennie 
6 Crackerjacks 
Noree Co 
Johnny Burke 
Rogers Rev 
“New Year's Eve” 
Paramount (8) 
Paul Ash 
“Wolf Song” 


(8) 
“Carnival C’kt'l” U 
Lou Forbes Co 
Joe Besser 
Moore & Pal 
Charles Marsh 
Frances Wills 
Ethel Dalion 
Foster Girls 
“Close Harmony” 


CLEVELAND 
State (6) 
‘S'uth'rn Belles’ U 
Stubby Gordan Co 
“Chinatown Nites’’ 
DALLAS, TEX, 
Palace (13) 

“Stars’’ Unit 
Evans & Perez 
Jack Powell 
Harm & Nee 
Jack Egan 
Maureen & Sonny 
Charles Barnes 
Gamby-Hale Girls 
DENVER, COL, 
Denver (11) 
“Monte Carlo’ U’t 
Harry Rose 
Joseph Griffin 
Mario & Rosita 
Gluck-Sorel Co 


DETROIT 
Capitol (6) 
“Pastels” Unit 
Del Delbridge 
“Canary M Case” 
Fisher (6) 
“Comteasts” Unit 
“Ca ‘y M Case” 
Phichigan (6) 
“Varieties 29" U't 
Al Evans 
Johnny Perkins 
6 Lucky Boys 
Ruloff Elton 3 
M D Kane 
Dave Gould Girls 
“Bellamy Trial” 
HOUSTON, TEX. 
Metropolitan (13) 
“Voleano”’ Unit 
Frank Melino Co 
Ted & Jack Dale 
Eleanor Terry 
Gil Wray 
Foster Girls 
LOS ANGELES 
Boulevard (11) 
Benny Rubin 
Tish Joseph 
Bobby Gilette 
Leonard St Leo 
“Beh'd German L” 
Carthay Circle 
(Indef) 
Carli Elinor Orch 
“The Iron Mask"’ 
Chinese (Indef) 
Sid Grauman 
Buster West 
A Rasch Ballet 
Pasquali Bros 
Jerre Coe 











“L’'dies of P’v'm’'ts” 


Alfred Late! 
“Br’dway Melody” 


Jeanne Michelot 
Stone & Casso 
Ruth’ Hamilton 
“Chinatown Nites” 
N. ORLEANS, LA. 

Saenger (8) 
“Blue Rev” 


Unit 
Bob LaSalle 
Irene Taylor 
Frank Steva 
Pell & Cola 
Small Bros 
Gamby-Hale Girls 
OMAHA, NER. 
(18) 


Riviera 
“Bubbles” Unit 
Gatanos 
M Marteil 
Ross & Edwards 
Gene Sheldon 
Dave Gould Co 
Marta Kay 
PHILADELPHIA 

Carman (8) 
Carl McCullough 
Birdie Dean Co 
Lathrop Bros 
Henry Regal Co 
Johnny Special 
6 Bon Airs 
“Cohens & Kellys” 
Fox’s (8) 

A Friedland Rey 
LeBlanc & DuCh’m 
Lucille Hays 

Nina 

Al Jockers 
Pressier & Klass 
Morris & Campbell 
Jimmy Hussey 
“Girls Gone Wild” 

Stanley (8) 
“At Cn'try Club” U 
Charlie Melson 
Marion Sunshine 
3 Bennett Bros 
“Captive Woman” 

PITTSBURGH 

Enright (6) 
‘Song Shoppe’ Unit 
Dick Powell 
Jackie Terris 
Rita Owen 
Meyers & Hanford 

“Camp’te Marri'ge” 
Penn (6) 
“H'ppy Go L’ky” U 

Teddy Joyce 

Bobby Agnew 

Audrey Sis 

Al Norman 

3 Swifts 

“Duke Steps Out’ 
PROVIDENCE 

Fay’s (8) 

William Desmond 

Hall & Pollard 

Joe Whitehead 


Robin & Hood 
Lassiter Bros 
‘Nothing but Truth’ 
WASH’TON, D. C. 

Fox (13) 
J 1 Fisher 
Allyn Reese 
Meyer Davis Sym 
Leon Brusiloff 
Foxettes 
“Strong Boy” 

) 


(6 
J I Fisher 
E Carpenter Bd 
Chita 
Athalone 
Doris Kane 
Lane & Osgood 





Palace (15) 
“Laces & Grac’s” U 
Wesley Eddy 
Fortunello & C 
Tommy Atkins 6 
Nell O'Day 
Llora Hoffman 
Gamby-Hale Girls 
“Flying Fleet” 

(6) 
“Fore” Unit 
Wesley Eddy 
Alex Morrison 
Brian MacDonald 
Alina Payne 
Cliff Crane 
Rasch Girls 
‘The Dummy” 








Loew 








NEW yous aes 
Ameri 


ist half as. 17) 
Calvert & Hird 
Harry Stanley Co 
Bee & Ray Goman 
Winifred & Mills 
Lime 3 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (18-21) 
Thank You Doctor 
Hall & Pillard 
Lew Kessl'r Co-Eds 
Russell & Marconi 
I. Fitzgerald Co 
The Bardelongs 
(Two to fill) 


Boulevard 
ist half (15-17) 
Ida & Joe St Onge 
Mason & Shaw 
Donovan & Breen 
NTG's B’way Eves 
(One to fill) 

2d half (18-21) 
Jordan & Grace 
Christie & Nelson 
Campus Sweeth'rts 
M Sunshine Co 
Alice Deyo Co 


Commodore 
Ist half (15-17) 
Chelm St Orr 
Mae Francis 
Hall & Dexter 
Julian Hall Orch 
(One to fill) 
2d half (18-21) 
Billy Mitchell Co 
(Others to fill) 
Delancey St. 
ist half (15-17) 
Retlaws 
Murray & Leonard 
Millard & Marlin 
Pisano & Lauderer 
Chabot & Tortini 
Hubert Kinney Co 
2d half (18-21) 
Bobby Adams 
Conley & Shirley 
Jean Barrios Co 
Blue Ridge R'nibi’s 
(Two to fill) 


Fairmount 

ist half (16-17) 
Helen Carlson 
Hale & Hoffman 
Kramer & Boyle 
Kramer & Boyle Co 
(One to fill) 

2d half (18-21) 
Realm of Dance 
Deiro 
Phillips & Murray 
Joe Phillips Rev 
(One to fill) 


ist half (16-17) 
Lydia Harris 
Ritz Bres 
Putting on Rits 
(One to fill) 

2d half (18-21) 
Alpine Sports 
Goodwin & Rash 
Toomer & Day 
Winifred & Mills 
Braille Pallo Rev 

Lincoln Sq. 

ist half (15-17) 
Doyle & Donnelly 
Jean Barrios Co 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (18-21) 
Chapelle & Carlton 
Bobby Randall 
Clay Crouch Ce 
(Two to fill) 

National 

ist half (15-17) 
Wilfred DuBois 
3 Students 
Harry Koler Co 
Stuart & Lash 
The Cavaliers 

2d half (18-21) 
| Retlaws 
‘Murray & Leonard 
Frank Dixon Co 
Oscar Lorraine 
Hubert Kinney Co 


Orpheum 
ist half (15-17) 
H & L Ziegler 
Russell & Marconi 
Bert Walton Ce 
NTG Rev 
(One to fill) 





2d half (18-21) 
Lucas & Lillian 


Al Wohlman 
Night Club Revels 
(One to fill) 

2a half (18-21) 
Wilfred DuBois 
Brice & Jenkins 
Barrett & Cuneen 
Ruth Roye 
O’Connor Co 


Gates Ave. 

Ist half (15-17) 
Lucas & Lillian 
Carey Long & Marr 
Mr & Mrs Phillips 
Alton & Wilson 
Love in the Ranks 

2a half (18-21) 
France & LaPell 
Carol Sis 
Murray & Maddox 
Stuart & Lash 
Cavaliers 
Metropolitan (15) 
Carr Bros & Betty 
Irving & Chaney 
Kerr & Weston Rev 
Emile Boreo 
Harry Girard's Bd 


Oriental 
Ist half (15-17) 
Ford & Price 
Reily & Gale 
Frank Dixon Co 
Blue R’ge Rambl'rs 
(One to fill) 
(One te fill) 
2d half (18-21) 
Kodak & Sis 
Violet McKee Co 
Jas C Morton Co 
Lewis & Ames 
(One to fill) 
Palace 
ist half (15-17) 
Yvonne & Victor 
LaMar & Boyce 
Oscar Lorraine 
Helene Justine Co 
(One to fill) 
2d half (18-21) 
Fields & Georgia 
Hall & Dexter 
Julian Hall Orch 
(One to fill) 


Premier 
ist half (15-17) 
Frank Shields 
Violet McKee Co 
Barrett & Cuneen 
Morris & —_ 
Alice Deyo Co 
2d half (18-21) 
H & L Ziegler 
Calvert & Hird 
Bert Walton Co 
NTG's B’way Eves 
(One to fill) 
ATLANTA 
Grand (15) 
Fitzgeralds 
Bobby Van Horn 
Lander Bros & L 
Making Whoopee 
(One to fill) 
BAY RIDGE 
w’s 
ist half (15-17) 
Jordan & Grace 
Fynan & Doris 
Toomer & Day 
Bertram & Ralston 
Sunshine Sammy 
2d bealf (18-21) 
Boyd & Wallin 
Dorothy Wahl Co 
Millard & Marlin 
John Rothang Co 
(One to fill) 
ON 
Orpheum (15) 
Julius Fuerst Co 
John R Walsh Co 
Freshm'n & Co-Eds 
Gordon & Walker 
Chas Ahearn Co 
CANTON 
Orpheum (15) 
Campbell & Brady 
Hinds & Leonard 
Lane & Harper 
Billy Arlington Co 
Maddocks 
CLEVELAND, oO. 


Granada 
Ist half (15-17) 
Kitaro Japs 
Potter & Gamble 
Bert Collins Co 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (18-21) 





Hinds & Leonard 


Kramer & Boyle Co 
(One to fill) 
MEM PHIS, TENN. 


3 McCann Sis 
Tucker & Smith 
Great Blackstone 
(One to fill) 
MONTREAL 
loew's (15) 
De Toregos 
Halstead & Danie! 8 
Dixie 4 
Frank D’Armore Co 
Lew Wilson 
Lew Wilson Gang 
NEW ARK 
State (15) 
Lohse & Sterling 
Bernard & Henrie 
Ross Wyse Jr Co 
Eva Shirley Co 
(One to fill) 

NEW ORLEANS 
State (15) 
Larimer & Hudson 

Alice Morley 
Scott Bros & V 
Conrad & Eddy 
Doc Baker Co 
NORFOLK, VA. 
Loew's (15) 
Reck & Rector 
Victor Oliver Co 
Dave Gardner Co 
Lydell & Higgins 
Casa Lehn Co 
SYRACUSE 
State (15) 
Juveni‘e Steppers 
Cariton & Bellew 
Wm & Joe Mandel 





Fein & Tennyson 
Cariton Emmy Pets 
McKay & Ardine 
Gaston Andre Co 
WHITE PLAINS 


State 

ist half (15-17) 
Smith & Hart 
Edith Clifford Co 
5 HWarmaniacs 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (18-21) 
H & H Langdon 
Alton & Wi son 
Study in Blue 
(Two to fill) 


ist half (15-17) 
Kodak & Sis 
Murray & Maddox 
Ruth Roye 
Study in Blue 
(One to fill) 

2d half (18-21) 
Dare & Yates 
Ritz Bros 
Putting on Ritz 
(One to fill) 
YONKERS, N. Y¥. 

yonk 


ers 

ist half (15-17) 
3 Worcesters 
Fulmer & Wayne 
Carney & Jean 
T Christian Orch 
(One to fill) 

2d half (18-21) 
Ida & Joe St Onge 
Lydia Harris 
Smith & Hart 
Bertram & Ralston 
Love in Ranks 








LYONS & LYONS’ 
Ais Intimate Chats. «z, 
RSE = ORGANIZATION 


= sdLyons & L rons, Ine., 


is noted for 


8 organi- 


zation of aatie execu- 
tives to most efficiently 
represent the artist in 
all departments of the 
theatres, 


LYONS & LYONS 


PARAMOUNT BLDG NEW YORE 




















Keith's 





NEW YORK CITY 
‘hester 

ist half (14-17) 
5 Nelsons 
Gordon & King 
Keno Green & M 
Billy Gilbert Co 
Tiny Town Rev 

2d half (18-20) 
Typical Topics Rev 
(Others to fill) 

2a half (11-13) 
Lillian St Lean Co 
Noble Sissie 
Ina Alcova Co 
Carlisle & Lamal 
Hardeen 


Coliseum 
ist half (14-17) 
Kay Hamlin & Kay 
2 Blossoms 
Sully & Thomas 
Clayton J’kson & D 
(One to fill) 
2a half (18-20) 
5 Mounters 
Hector & Pals 
Florrie Lavere 
Jimmy Savo 
Farnum’s Frolics 
2a half (11-13) 
Moran & Wiser 
Tiny Town Rev 
Ethel Davis 
Renny Davis Gang 
(One to fill) 
Sist St. 
ist haif (14-17) 
Galla Rini 
Kouns Sis 
Orth & Codee 
(Two to fill) 
2a half (18-20) 
Chew Hing Tr 
Alex Hyde Carnival 
(Three to fill) 
2d half (11-13) 
Al K Hall Co 
Dave Ferguson 
(Three to fill) 
Fordham 
ist half (14-19) 
Kitayama Japs 
Margaret Schilling 
Robinson & Pierce 
Gilda Gray Co 
Al K Hall Co 
2d half (18-20) 
Donovan Girls 
Abbott & Bisland 
Sully & Thomas 
Shean & Cantor 
Signor Friscoe Bd 











more, JACK L. LIPSHUTZ — 
189 West 47th St. TAILOR, 908 Walnut St., Phila. 








Tom Lomas Co 

5 Speedy Steppers 
Leslie & Picard 
Babe Belmore 
Lucille Steers 
Margie May 
“Sunset Pass” 

8. ANTONIO, TEX. 
Texas (13) 
“Crinoline Jazz”® U 

Jack Egan 
Bayes & Speck 
John Quinlan 
Chapman & Snyder 
Ned Jewell 
F Sorrell Girls 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Warfield (5) 
Eddie Peabody 
Jimmie Fawcett 
Helen Thurston 
Belle Trazer 
Don English 
“Captain Lash” 
Granada (5) 
Gatanos 
Ruth Patsy 
Ross & Edwards 
Gene Sheldon 
Rube 
Marata Kay 
“Wolf Song” 
ST. LOUIS 
Ambassador (6) 
“Cheerio” Unit 





Wally Jackson 


Georgie Price 
Bee & R Goman Co 
(One to fill 
State das) 

Andresens 
Hewitt & Hall 
McLaughlin & EB 
W Sharples Co 
Nan Halperin 
White W'y Galeties 

’ Victoria 


ist half (15-17) 
Florence Baker Co 
Deiro 
Jas C Morton Co 
L Fitzgerald Co 
Dancing Lessons 

2d half (18-21) 
Victor Hyde’s Stars 
(Others to fil) 

BROOKLYN 
Bedf 


ord 

ist half (15-17) 
Boyd & Wallin 
Scherr Bros 
M Montgomery Co 
Bobby F eae 
Gibbs 

2a “erie (18-21) 
Bach Sis 
3 Students 
Pease & Nelson Co 
Pisano & Lauderer 
Gibbs 2 


46th St. 
ist half (15-17) 





Mazola 3 
Conley & Shirley 


Billy Arlington Co 

Maddocks 
(Two to fill) 
co 


NA, 


LL 


ist half (16-17) 
Chapelle & Carlton 
Goodwin & Rash 
Alexander L & G 
Lewis & Ames 
John Rothang Co 

2a half (18-21) 

3 Worcesters 

Reily & Gale 

LaMar & Boyce 

Donovan & Breen 

T Christian Orch 

EV’NSVILLE, IND. 
Loew's (15) 

3 Blanks 

Frank Salt Co 

H Clifton Co 

Cole & Snyder 

Lee 2 Co 
HOUSTON 

Houston (15) 
Conley 3 
Trado 2 
Anderase & Graves 

° 


M Douglas Co 
JAMAICA, I. IL, 


ist half (15-17) 
Realm of Dance 
Dixie Hamilton 
Phillips & Murray 





Jee Piuiilips Rey 





2d half (11-13) 
Kaswell Sis 
§ Honey Boys 
Carter De Haven 
Brown & Whittak’'r 
Illini Bd 

Franklin 

ist half (14-17) 
Bob Murphy 
Roscoe Ails 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (18-20) 
Phil & Eddie Ross 
Dotson 3 
Brendel & Burt 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (11-13) 
Tillis & LaRue 
Ada Brown 
Bigson Herbert Co 
Bob Hall 
Rudy Valee 

Hamilton 

Ist half (14-17) 
Del Ortos 
Wm J Kennedy Co 
Joe May & Dotty 
Rudy Valee Co 
(One to fill) 

2d half (18-20) 
Kitayama Japs 
Wheeler & Sands 
Roger Imhoff 
George Beatty 
Babe Egan Redh’ds 

2d half (11-13) 
Donovan Girls 
Dainty Marie 





Senator Murphy 
Wm Seabury Co 
One to fill) 


Hippodrome (14) 
Markert Girls 
Lopez Orch 
Lillian Roth 
(Two to fill) 


(T) 
Russell Markert Co 
Lillian Roth 
Vincent Lopez 
(Twe to fill) 


Jefferson 

ist half (14-17) 
Walter Dare Wahl 
Roger Imhoff 
Trixie Friganza 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (18-20) 
Gallaini & Sis 
Master Jay Ward 
Senator Murphy 
Roscoe Ails Co 
(One to fill) 

2d half (11-138) 
Bezo Snyder Unit 
Bull Montana 


Palace (14) 
Shaw & Carroll Co 
Leatrice Joy Co 
Will Mahoney 
(Others e fill) 


) 
4 Aces & a Queen 
Roy Rogers 
Ben Bernie Orch 
Ann Codee Co 
Lou Holtz 
Pavley Ballet 
Will Mahoney 


Regent 

Ist half (14-17) 
Dotson 
Roy Sedley Gang 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (18-20) 
Lionel Kaye 
Raquel Miarto 
(Three to fill) 

24 half (11-13) 
Deltorelli & G 
4 Mariners ¢ 
Jerome & Evelyn 
Fisher & Gilmore 
Chinese Nites 


Riverside (14) 
Jerome & Evelyn 
The Briants 
Brown & Whitaker 
Ada Mae 
Allen & Breen 


(7) 
King King & King 
Harrigan & Gl'cker 
Roy Cummings Co 
Gilda Gray Co 
Peter Higgins 
Trixie Friganza 


Royal 

ist half (14-17) 
Mazetti Lewis Co 
Bob Murphy 
R Huling & Charlie 
Ernie Golden Orch 
(One to fill) 

2d half (18-20) 
Crackerjacks 
Bull Montana 
Jolly Bill & Jane 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (11-138) 
D & H Walker 
Kayre & Sayie 
Sweethearts 
Harry Tate Co 
Bernays Johnson 


CONEY ISLAND 


Tilyou 

1st half (14-17) 
Roy Rogers 
Bernays Johnson 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (18-20) 
Roy Sedley Bd 
(Others to fill) 

2a half (11-13) 
Typical Topics Rev 
FAR ROCKAWAY 

2d half (18-21) 
Gordon & King 
Davis & Darnell 


. (Three to fill) 


2d half (11-14) 
Loma Woth 
Rice & Warren 
Monologist 
Bob Henshaw Gang 
(One to fill) 





(Two to fill) 


(7) 
Gruber’s Oddities 
Hal Kemp Orch 
Harry Fox Co 
Ben Blue Co 
Trixie Friganza 
Radio Act 

Bushwick 
ist half (14-17) 
Donovan Girls 


= — —— 
“Sonny — Foxettes Mr & Mrs Johnsén ;Owen McGivney BROOKLYN Truce Boree Rey 
Missou (6) Joe LaRose 2d half (18-21) The Wager Albee (14) BANGOR, ME. 
‘Melody Menu’ U"t Meyer Davis Sym | Frank Shields TORONTO Kaye & Sayre Bijou » 
Harry Rose Leon Brusiloff Chabot & Tortini Loew's (15) Lou Holtz 1st half (15- -11) 
Heller & Riley “Kid Gloves” Kramer & Boyle Black & Gold Indian Bd 


3 Vagrants 
Magic Land 
(One to fill) 
2d half (18-21) 
Jack Conway Co 
Sunshine Boys 
Willie Karbe & Sig 
BENN’NGTON, VT, 
Ist half (15-17) 
Johnny Mack Co 





(Two to fill) 








Ted Leary Co 
truber’s Animals 
(Two to filly 
2d half (18-20) 
Ike Rose's Midgets 
(Others to fill) 
2a half (11-13) 
Fred Hogan Co 
Miss lu‘ricola 
Yesterthoughts 
(Two to fill) 
Greenpoint 
ist half (14-17) 
Lionel Kaye 
Brems F & M Bros 
Joly Jane & Bill 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (18- -20) 
Roy Rogers 
Judi Dee 
Little Pipifax 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (11-18) 
Colombia 4 
Le Petite Jennie 
Rowland & Joyce 
Florrie LeVere 
(One to fill) 
Kenmore 
Ist half (14-17) 
Liillian St Leon Co 
Jimmy Savo 
Benny Davis Geng 
(Two to fill) 
2a half (18-20) 
Gruber's Oddities 
Kranz & Kaufman 
Tiny Town Rev 
Trixie Friganza 
Alma Nielson Co 
2d half (11-13) 
Neptune 4 
Margaret Schilling 
Ruth Warren Co 
Fred Ardath Co 
Art Landry Bd 
Madison 
ist half (14-17) 
Beege & Qupee 
Lila Campos 
Wm Edmunds Co 
Joe Browning 
Alma Nielson Co 
2d half (18-20) 
Lillian St Leon Co 
Carlisle & Lamal 
Benny Davis Gang 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (ite -13) 
5 Nelsons 
Ruddell & Donegan 
Joe Freed Co 
Ernie Golden Co 
(One to fill) 
Orpheum 
ist half (14-17) 
Bozo Snyder Unit 
2d haif (18-20) 
George P Murphy 
Kelly & Staples 
Tom & Dolly Ward 
Bernays Johnson 
(One to fill) 
2d half (11-13) 
Van & Bell 
Frank Neville 
Wilbur Sweatman 
Bernard & Suzanne 
Shaw & Carrol Rev 
(One to fill) 


Prospect 

ist half (14-17) 
Ike Rose’s Midgets 
(Others to fill) 

2a haif (18-20) 
Clownland Rev 
Princ’ss Watawassa 
(Three to fill) 

2a half (11-13) 
Houstons 
Lila Campos 
B & M Reed 
Brooks & Rush 


BINGHAMTON 
Binghamton 
ist half (15-17) 
Ted & Al Waldman 
Perriscarro Sis Rev 
(One to filly 
2d half (18-21) 
Dirkson & Cassidy 
Bob Murphy 
(One to fill) 
2d half (11-14) 
Marcella's Birds 
Jay & Velie 
Lum & White 
Ebony Scandals 
(One to fill) 
BOSTON, MASS, 
Albee 


ist half (15-17) 
Swor & Goode 
4 Uessenes 
Marino & Martin 
(Two to fil!) 
2d half (11-14) 
Musical Enchanters 
Cook & Oatman 
Raymond Bond Co 
Edwin George 
Local Girls 
Bowdoin Sq. 
Ist half (15-17) 
Checker Girls 
(Others to fill) 
Egleston Sq. 
Ist half (15-17) 
Bob & Maddy 
Walsh & Thomas 
Mona Mura Boys 
(Two to fil) 
oward 
Ist half (15-17) 
Paul Nolan 
Four Casting Stars 
Harry McGowan Co 
(Two to _ fill) 
Memorial (15) 
La Belle Pola 
Lita Grey Chaplin 
Roy Cummings 
Art Landry Orch 
(One to ™ 
(8) 


5 Lamys 
Gordon & King 
Davis & Darnell 
Irene Ricardo 
Allen & Breen 
Indian Band 

Secollay Sq. (15) 
Paula Lorma Co 
Tom Waring 
Nat C Haines Co 
Lytell & Fant 
Young China 

(8) 
Raymond Pike 
Norton & Beck 
Ray & Dot Dean 
Mae Usher 
Land of Clowns 
BR’'CKTON, MASS. 
Brockton 


ist half (15-17) 
Wheeler & Wheele® 
Henry J Kelley 
Harry Jackson Co 
Warren Lucille & & 
(One to fill) 

2d half (18-21) 
Anthony & Howl'’a 
Gerber’s Gaieties 
(Three to fill) 

BUFFALO (15) 
Harry a Unit 

( 
B & L Gillette 
Bartram & Saxton 
Slim Timblin 
Mary Haynes 
Marion Wi'kins 
CALGARY 





Grand (15) 
Count Bernivici Co 








—— 


EXCLUSIVELY DESIGNED 
GARMENTS FOR GENTLEMEN 


EN ROCK 





1632 B’way. at 50th St.. N VY City 








Bob Murphy 
AKRON, O. 
Palace 
1st half (15-17) 
Nolan Bros & V 

The Ushers 
Frances White 
Collins & Peterson 
D'nty Ethel Norine 
2d half (18-21) 
Mary Dugan Unit 
2d half (11-14) 
Jay C Flippen Unit 


ALLENTOWN 
Colonial 

ist halZ (15-17) 
Wheeler & Potter 
Willie Solar 
Babe Egan Redh’'ds 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (11-14) 
Marcus Rev 
(Others to fill) 


ATL'NTIC C., N. J. 
Earl 


‘arle 
1st half (15-17) 
Arthur & Darlin 
Le Paul 
Wilson & Dobson 
Chamberl'n & Earl 
Harry L Cooper Co 
2d half (18-21) 
Murand & Girton 
Bobby Henshaw Co 
Jerome & Ryan 
(Two to fill) 
AUGUSTA, ME, 
Ist half (15-17) 
Deigman & Ball 
Carr Clifford & C 
(One to fill) 
BALTIMORE 
New Gardens (15) 
Dora Ford Rev 
Talent & Merit 
Clara K Young 
Joe Freed Co 
Flera Le Breton 


) 
Mills & Martelle 
Geo P Murphy 
Tom Waring 
Johnny Walker 
Westoa & Lyons 





Sylvia Clark 
(Three to fill) 
(8) 
Chaney & Fox 
Tabor & Green 
Carl Freed Orch 
Bobby May 
Al Trahan Co 
Lester Irving 8 


CANTON, O. 
al 


Palace 

ist half (15-17) 
Ted Gordon 
Zastro White Rey 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (18-21) 
Muriel Kaye Co 
Ted Gordon 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (11-14) 
Geraldine & Joe 
Gene Greene 
(Three to fill) 


CHARLOTTE 


Carolina 
2d half (18-21) 
4 Eton Boys 
Arthur Devoy Ce 
Tyler Mason 
Joe Young Co 
(One to fill) 
2d half (11-14) 
Frank Evers & G@ 
Walsh & Kramer 
Lubin Larry & A 
Ledova 
(One to fill) 
CHATTANOOGA 
voli 
1st half (16-17) | 
(Same bill plays 
Knoxville 2d half) 
Scott & Swift Sis 
Weston & Lyons 
Jack Pepper 
Koran 
(One to fill) 
CHICAGO 
Palace (15) 
Dack Shing Tr 
Claire Vincent Co 
3 Sailors 
Duncan Sisters 
George Jessel 





: 























Wednesday, April 10, 1929 


a 


VARIETY 








(8) 
Black Cat (4) 
Art Benny Co 
Davison’s Loges 
Medley & Dupree 
Marion Harris 
epito 
Duncan. Sis 
Wells & 4 Fays 
State-lake (15) 
Wells & 4 Fays 
Ethel Waters 
Happiness Girls 
Herbert Faye 
(one to Le 


lsie & Paulsen 
eee & Darling 
Mosconi Family 
Crawford & Brod’k 
Case Mary Dugan 
clft Nazzaro 
Edna W Hopper 
Lou Cameron Co 
CINCINNATI 
“Albee (15) 
Pear! 
Joe Marks 
Jackie Coogan 
Flo ‘owe 
lovis 
™ (15) 
Midgetland 





Shapiro & O'Malley 
Rhea & Santore Co 
FETCHES, MAS. 


Lyric 
ist half (15-17) 
Restivo 
Harrison & Dakin 
Lee Marshall Rev 
(Two to fill) 
2a half (18-21) 
Stewart & Olive 
Sawyer & Eddie 
Claude & Marion 
(Two to fill) 
FLUSHING 
Kelith’s 
ist half (156-17) 
Donal Sis 
Ruth Warren Co 
Fred Ardath Co 
Parker Babb Co 
Van & Schenck 
2d half (18-21) 
5 Nelsons 
Margaret Schilling 
Keno Green & M 
Clayton Jackson 
(One to fill) 
24 half (11-14) 
Collegiate Unit 
FR'M’GH’M, MASS, 


Gorman 
ist half (15-17) 















HOWARD SLOAT 


= BONDS FOR INVESTMENT 











Palace 

ist half (15-17) 
Partram & Saxton 
Harry Langdon 
Venita Gould 
Herb Williams 

2a half (11-14) 
Francis Ross & 
Stan Kavanaugh 
Frances White 
Joe Marks 
Ray a © Orch 


1 8t. 

ist half (15-17) 
Muriel Kaye 
Ernest Hiatt 
Mercedes 
Jack Wilson 
Palermo’s Dogs 

2a half (18-21) 
No!an Bros & V 
Kora San 
Monica & A Skelly 
Harris & Radcliffe 
(One to fill) 

2a half (11-14) 
TPance Parade 
Bobby Rowland 


‘Senna & Dean 


Mayo & Lynn 


Ora 
COLUMBUS 
Palace (15) 

9 Allisons 

Goss & Barrows 

Jos Regan 

Lang & Haley 

Vanessi 

(8) 


Muriel Kaye 

Block & Sully 

oF eg 

eed & Austin 

Colleano Family 

CONCORD, N. H. 

Jimmy Evans Show 
DAYTO 


. Keith’s 

‘tst half (15-17) 
Carter Bros Rev 
Stan Kavanaugh 
Rose & Thorne 
Little Jack Little 
Colleano Family 
2a half (18-21) 
The Dakotas 
Sargent & Lewis 
4 Camerons 
Leavitt & Lockw’d 
‘2d half (11-14) 


' Midgetland 


Ernest Hiatt 
Red Marshall 
The Ushers 
Vanessi 
DENVER 
Keith’s (15) 
Paulay Bros 
Princess Pat 
Sid Marion 
Rae Samuels 
Pilcer & Douglas 
(8) 
Harrington Sis 
George Dormonde 
Hayes & Fleeson 
Younger Boys 
qOne to fill) 
DETROIT 
Oriental (15) 
Clara K Young 
Edge & Meada 
Bihei Narine 
Haynes & Beck 
Harry Watson Jr 


(8) 
Marie Valenti 
Emily Darrell 
Chas Aldrich 
Meyers & Hannaf’d 
Lester me _ ante 
UL ptown 
Ist helt” (15-17) 
Falls Reading & B 
Chase & La Tour 
Freda & Palace 
(Two to fill) 
2a half (11-14) 
Francis & Wally 
Down Home 
(Three to fill) 
2d half (12-14) 
Coscia & Verdi 
Eddie Borden Co 
9 Allisons 
«Pwo to fill) 
EASTON 
Ist mae re 
8 alf (15-17 
Corinne Tilton ? 
(Others to fill) 
2d half (11-14) 
Rose’s Midgets 
(Others to fill) 
ELMIRA, WN. Y. 
Majestic 
Ist half (15-17) 
Rogers & Donnelly 
Brown Derby Orch 
(Three to fill) 
2a half (18-21) 
Ebony Scandals 
(Others to fill) 
2a half (11-14) 
Kate Pullman 
(Others to fill) 
- PA, 


Perry 

Ist half (15-17) 
Hap Hazzard Co 
Miss Ann & Mr F 
Billy Purl Co 
Nile & Mansfield 
Marshall Shannon 

24 half (18- 21) 
Ruth Fora 
Barto & Clark 
Hickey Bros 
Memphis Colleg’ns 
sORe to fill) 

half (11- 

Miacahua — 
Hamilton & Rucher 
Fiske O'Hara Ce 





Prince Sigmund 
(Others to fill) 


GRAND RAPIDS 
ith’s 


Ke 

ist half (15-17) 
Ora 
W L 8 Showboat 
(Three to fill) 

2a half (18-21) 
Yates & Lawley 
Modern Cinderella 
Val Harris Co 
Joe Mendi 
(One to fill) 

2d half (11-14) 
Ken Christy Co 
Polly & Oz 
Along Broadway 
Freda & Palace 
Carl Rosini 


GREENFIELD 
Victoria 


24 half (18-21) 
Gautier’s Toy Shop 
(Others to fill) 

2a half (11-14) 
Wheeler & Wheeler 
Madlyn Patrice 
Double Exposure 
Mack & Rogers 
Four Cassions 

HARRISBURG 

New State 

lst half (15-17) 
Girl Wanted 
Barl Lindsey Rev 
(Three to fill) 

2a half (11-14) 
Barring-Lazur Rev 
Wheeler & Potter 
Hollywood Redh’ds 
Spence & True 
Willie Solar 
HARTLAND, ME. 

Ist half (15-17) 
Deigman & Ball 
Carr Clifford & C 
(Three to fill) 
H’V’RHILL, MASS. 

tolonial 

ist half (15-17) 
Three Netos 
Gene & D Collins 
Buzzingt’n Revelers 
(Two to fill) 

2a haif (18-21) 
Restivo 
Haynes L & Kaiser 
Local Kiddie Rev 
(Two to fill) 

HORNELL 
Shattuck’s 

2a haif (18-21) 
Ted & Al Waldman 
Marshall Shannon 
(Three to fill) 

24 half (11-14) 
Gordon & Manners 
Jones & Jones 
Thalerio’s Circus 
(Two to fill) 

ITHACA 
Strand 

2d half (18-21) 
Block & Sully 
Brown Derby Orch 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (11-14) 
Paul Nolan Co 
Rogers & Donnelly 
Ted & Al Waldman 
The Graduates 
(One to fill) 

ERSEY CITY 

State 

ist half (15-17) 
Tama Woth 
Alex Hyde Carnival 
(Three to fill) 

2a half (11-14) 
Jack Major 
(Others to fill) 

KEENE, N. H. 

lst half (15-17) 
Gerard & Marco 
Lauren & Ladare 
(Others to fill) 
LACONIA, N. H. 

lst half (15-17) 
Yachting Party 
(Others to fill) 

LANCASTER 

Colonial 

ist half (15-17) 
Marty Dupre Show 
(Others to fill) 

2a half (18-21) 
Rodrigo & Leila 
(Others to fill) 

2a half (11-14) 
Carlos & Granada 
Le Paul 
Edgar Bergen 
Lou Archer Co 
F M’Cormack Pals 
L’WR’NCE, MASS. 

1st half (15-17) 
Al Van Gang 
(Others to fill) 
LEWISTON, ME. 

Music Hall 

Ist half (15-17) 
Jack Conway Co 
Sunshine Boys 
Willie Karbe & Sis 
(Two to fill) 

2a half (18-21) 
3 Vagrants 
Magic Land 
(Three to fill) 

LOS ANGELES 

Hill Street (15) 
Five Bracks 
Stanley & Ginger 
Casey & Warren 
Olive Olsen 
Olsen & Johnson 

(8) 


Alberta Lea 

Paxton 

Jack Usher Co 

Hal Neiman 

Al B White Rev 
Orpheum (15) 

Ken Murray Unit 





De Marcos 


Will Wyffe 
3 Whirlwinds 


8) 
3 Whirlwinds 
Stanley & Ginger 
Lulu McConnell 
Pert Kelton 
De Marcos 
Mitchell & Durant 

roys 


ist half (15-17) 
Dakotos 
Sargent & Lewis 
4 Camerons 
Leavitt & Lockw’'d 
(One to fill) 

2a half (18-21) 
Carter Bros 
Stan Kavanaugh 
Rose & Thorne 
Little Jack Little 
Colleano Family 

2a half (11-14) 
Pearl 2 
Chaz Chase 
Lasses White 
Filo Lewis 
Helen Jahns Girls 
LOWELL, MASS, 

Keith’s 

ist half (15-17) 
Dainty Marie Co 
Wheeler & Wheeler 
(Three to fill) 

LYNN, MASS, 

Olympia 

Ist halt (15-17) 
Sawyer & Eddy 
Irving & Chaney 
McManus & Hickey 
Music & Art Rev 
(One to fill) 

24 half (18-21) 
Tee Marshall Rev 
Jarvis & Harrison 
(Three to fill) 
MALDEN, MASS, 

Grand 


ist half (15-17) 
Clark & Morrell 
(Others to fill) 

2a half (18-21) 
McManus & Hickey 
Buzzingt’n Revelers 
(Three to fill) 

MEADVILLE 
Park 


2a half ¢18-21) 
Miss Ann & Mr F 
Nile & Mansfield 
Marshall Shannon 
(Two to fill) 

2a half (11-14) 
Covington & Kent 
Kit Kat. Boys 
Farrel Taylor 3 
(Two to fill) 

MEMPHIS 

Orpheum (15) 
Lockett & Page 
Labin Larry & A 
Teck Murdock & Co 
Clifford & Marion 
(One to fill) 

(8) 
O'Donnell & Blair 
Nina Gordoni 
Jim McWilliams 
Depace Co 
(One to fill) 

MILWAUKEE 
Palace Orpheum 

(15) 
Gaudsmith 
Watson Sis 
Hooper & Gatchett 
Marion Harris 
Griffin 2 


Bros 


(8) 

Falls Reading & B 
Frank Conville 
Harry Langdon Co 
Lottice Howell 
Barry & Whitledge 
Dack Shing Tr 

MINNEAPOLIS 

Orpheum (15) 
Lottice Howell 
Irene Franklin 
Gordon & Squires 
Manning & White 
(One to oe 


(8) 
Tinova & Baikoff 
Gaudsmith Bros 
Conlin & Glass 
Ethel Waters 
Wells & 4 Fays 
M’NTPELIER, VT. 
2a half. (18-21) 
Lamont & Verne 
Ethel Munro 
Chelm St Orr 
Brooks & Margie 
La Vigna 
MONTREAL 
Imperial 
ist half (16-17) 
Ray Marr Rev 
Del O'Dell 
(Three to fill) 
MORRISTOWN 
Keith’s 
2a half (18-21) 
Templeton Bros 
(Others to fill) 
2a half (11-14) 
jordon & Gertrude 
Lee & Gould 
Emma Earl Harvey 
Evelyn Philips Co 
(One to fill) 
N. BEDF’D, MASS, 
Olympia 
ist half (156-17) 
Marco & Jerome 
Stewart & Olive 
Jarvis & Harrison 
Haynes L & Kaiser 
Local Kiddie Rev 
2a half (18-21) 
Henry J Kelley 
Edgar Bergen Co 
Music & Art Rev 
(Two to fill) 
NASHVILLE 
Princess (15) 
Bobby Rowland 
Jimmy Burchill Co 
Jim McWilliams 
Frank Evers & G 
(One to fill) 
(8 


Sargent & Lewis 
Betty Blythe Co 
4 Camerons 
Frank Wilson 
(One to fill) 

NEWBURGH 

Academy 

ist half (15-17) 
M’Corm’k & Cullen 
Bear Cat 
Bobbe & Nelson 
(Two to. fill) 

2d half (18-21) 
Brooks & Rush 
(Others to fill) 

2a half (11-14) 
Argo & Young 
Ray Huling & Seal 
Joe Howard 
Mischief Makers 
(One to fill) 
NIAGARA FALLS 

Belleview 

Ist half (15-17) 
Harum Scarum 
Block & Sully 
Memphis Collegians 
(Two to fill) 

2a half (18-21) 
Seed & Austin 
Banjoland 
(Three to fill) 

2a half (11-14) 
H’rv’d Charles & K 
Collins & Peterson 





Hazel & Elatoff Ce 

(Two to fill) 

NORTH ADAMS 
Em 


re 

2a half (18-21) 
Chevalier Bros 
(Others to fill) 

2a half (21-14) 
4 Pepper Shakers 
Carroll! & James 
Fant & Lockwood 
Delany Cr’don & C 


OAKLAND 

Oakland (15) 
Honey Tr 
Forsythe & Kelly 
Adela Verne 
Nick Lucas 
Devil's Circus 

(8) : 

Ed & Jenny Rooney 
Frakson 
Raym'nd & Caverly 
Gaby’s Mex Rev 
Wiil Fyffe 


OMAHA 
Orpheum (15) 
Geo D’Ormonde Co 

Harrington Sis 
Pileer & Douglas 
Hayes & Fleeson 
Foy Family 


(8) 
Kafka Stanley & M 
E H Sanderson 
Claire Vincent Co 
B & E Newell 
Irene Franklin 
OTTAWA 
Keith’s (15) 
Fayne & DeCosta 
E O’Meara Co 
Joe Neimeyer Co 
Will J Ward 
Russian art Circus 


Ray Murr Co 

(Others to fill) 

PAWTUCK’T, R. I. 
lonial 


Co 
ist half (15-17) 
Bob & Maddy 
Walsh & Thomas 
Homer Lind Rev 
{Two to fill) 
2a half (18-21) 
Rogers & Gregory 
(Others to fill) 
PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (15) 
Dance Rhapsody 
Dixon & Morrell 
Jack Norworth Co 
Betty Blythe 
Jones & Rae 
Paul Specht Orch 
Grand O. H,. 
Ist half (15-17) 
The Crackerjacks 
Geo P Murphy 
Little Pipifax 
(Two to fill) 
2a half (18-21) 
Fisher & Gilmore 
(Others to fill) 
2a half (11-14) 
Mazzetti Lewis Co 
Harry Holman Co 
Dewey & Rogers 
Harris & Radcliff 
(One to fill) 
Nixon 
ist half (15-17) 
Murand & Girton 
Jerome & Ryan 
Bobby Henshaw Co 
Two to fill) 
2d half (18-21) 
Arthur & Darling 
LePaul 
Wilson & Dobson 
Chamberlain & B 
Harry L Cooper Co 
PITTSBURGH 
Davis (15) 
Hamilton Bucher 
Winchester & Koss 
7 Nelsons 
Lane & Harper 
Gene Greene 
LaFollette 


(8) 
Palermo’s Dogs 
Yates & Lawley 
Hap Hazzard 
Corinne Tilton 
Alma Neilson 
Leatrice Joy 
Joe Browning 
Large & Morgner 

Harris 


24 half (11-14) 
Miss Ann & Mr F 
Barto & Clark 
Boyle & Della 
Jas Coughlin Co 
(One to fill) 

Sheridan 

ist half (15- -17) 
Covington & Kent 
LaFollette 
Seed & Austin 
Billie Maye Co 
(One to fill) 

2a half (18-21) 
Hamilton & Bucher 
Winchester & Ross 
7 Nelsons 
(Two to fill) 

2a half (11-14) 
Charles Carrere 
Bond & Trent 
Reed & Lavere 
Eddie Dale Co 
(One to fill) 
PITTSFIELD, ME. 

2d half (18-21) 
Deigman &. Ball 
Carr Gilifford & C. 
(One Wo fill) 
PORTLAND, ME. 

Keith’s 

ist half (15-17) 
Yvonne Co 
Kirby & Duval 
Mexican Cossacks 
(Three to fill) 
PORTSMW’TH, NH. 

lst half (15-17) 
Gerard & Lillian 
Rogers & Gregory 
Yachting Party 
(Two to fill) 
POUGHKEEPSIE 

Bardavon 

ist half (15-17) 
Brooks & Rush 
Illini Singing Bd 
(Three to fill) 

2a half (18-21) 
McCormick & C 
Bear Cat 
Bobbe & Nelson 
(Two to fill) 

2a half (11-14) 
Rosa Rosalie 
Whitefield & Irel’d 
Ben Smith 
Sandra 
(One to fill) 
PUTNAM, CONN. 

Ist half (15-17) 
Hart & Francis 
Alexander the G 
Cook Collins Rev 
Watson & Woods 
Denno Sis & T B's 
QUIntt. MASS, 

Quincy 

Ist half (15-17) 
Dolores & Lillian 
Watkins & Weeks 
(Three to fill) 

2a half (18-21) 
Moore & Montez 
Jack McBride 
(Three to fill) 
RICHMOND, VA. 

National (15) 
Spence & True 





Ruiz & Bonita Co 
(Three y? pus 


Marcus Rev 


Hunter 
(Three to fill) 
R’'HM’D HILL, LI. 


Keith’s 
let half (16-17) 
Krazy Kats 
Wheeler & Sands 
Carlisle & Damal 
Mr Wu 
(One to fill) 
2d half (18-31) 
Crystal 3 
Honey Boys 
Joe Browning 
G & P Magiey 
(One to fill) 
2d half (11-14) 
Hector & Pals 
Olive McClure Co 
Robinson & Pierce 
Roy Sedley & Mob 
(One to fill) 
HESTER 
Palace 
Ist half (15- 17) 
Parker & Mack 
Chamberlain & H 
Ethel Davis 
Henry Santrey Bd 
(One to fill) 
2a half (18-21) 
Big Rosie 
Jay Velie 
Senna & Dean . 
Glenn & Jenkins 
P Oukrainsky Bal 
2a half (11-14) 
Carter Bros Rev 
Gallarini Sis 
Swor & Goode 
Ella Shields 
Dave Vine 
Don Valerio 
JHEST’R, N. H. 
Palace 


ist half (15-17) 
Yachting Party 
(Others to fill) 

SALEM. MASS, 

Federal 

ist half 15-17) 
Don Cummings 
Gerber’s Gateties 
(Three to fill) 

2a haif (18-21) 
2 Black Dots 
Kelso & Demonde 
Harrison & Dakin 
(Two to fill) 

SAN FRANCISCO 
Golden Gate (15) 
E & J Rooney 
Frakson 
Raym’nd & Cav’rly 
Sophie Tucker 


(8) 

5 Bracks 
Gus & Will 
Casey & Warren 
Olive Olsen 
Olsen & Johnson 

Orpheum (15) 
The Agemos 
Bob Nelscn 
Janette Hackett 
Watson & Cohan 
Florence Moore 
York & King 
Jack Benny 





Paviey-Ouk Ballet 
2a half (18-21) 
Parker & Mack 
Chamberiain & H 
Ethel Davis 
Henry Santrey Bd 
(One to fill) 
2a half (11-14) 
Harry Carro}l Unit 
TOLEDO 
Keith's 
Ist half (15-17) 
Yates & Lawley 
Val Harris Co 
Modern Cinderella 
Coscia & Verdi 
Joe Mendi 
2a half (18-21) 


Ora 
W L 8 Show Boat 
(Three to fill) 

2a half (11-14) 
Schitell's W’'d'r’ttes 
Agee & White 
Jee Regan 
Delano Dell Co 
Felovis 

TORONTO 

Hippodreme (15) 
Marion Wilkins 
Mack & Rossiter 
Slim Timblin 
Mary Haynes 
B & L Gillette 


(8) 
Wright & Douglas 
Frankel & Dunlevy 
Shean & Cantor 
Chamberlain & H 
Memphis C’legians 
TRENTON 
Capitol 
ist half (15-17) 
Baby Rose Marie 
Ada Brown 
(Three to fill) 
2a half (18-21) 
Bozo Snyder Unit 
UNION HILL 
Capitol 
24 half (18-21) 
4 Huling & Charlie 
F & Mur Bros 
(One to fill) 
2d half (11-14) 
Mowatt & Hardy 
Hicky & Massert 
Will Oakland 
UTICA, N. Y¥. 
aliety 


G 

ist half CS- 17) 
Evony Scandals 
(Others to He 

2a half (18-21) 
Undercurrent 
Rogers & Donnelly 
(Others to fill) 

2a half (11-14) 
Norton & Newsome 
Lawton 
The Boy Friends 
Plunkett & Mason 
Watch the Rnythm 

Orpheum (15) 
Chaney & Fox 
Tabor & Green 
Carl Freed Orch 
Bobby May 
Al Trahan Co 
Lester yee 3 

(8) 


Al Gordon Co 
Lewis & Winthrop 














JUST PLACED 
MURPHY BROS. 
with HARRY DELMAR’S 
“FASCINATIONS” 
PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES 


Joe—LEDDY and SMITH—Ed 


226 West 47th St., Suite 901 














Red Donahue 


(8) 
Ken Murray Unit 
Nick Lucas 
Jack Benny 
3 Whirlwinds 
(One to fill) 
EATTLE, WASH. 
Orpheum (15) 
Al Gordon Co 
Lewis & Winthrop 
Kelley & Jackson 
Frankie Heath 
Billy Hallen 
Long er: Sam 
(8) 


Wonder Girl 
Hyde & Burrell 
Angus & Searle 
Derickson & Brown 
Billy Glason 
The Sherwoods 
SKOWHEO’N, ME. 
ist half (15-17) 
Carr Clifford & C 
Deigman & Ball 
(One to fill) 
S’BRIDGE, MASS. 
ist half (15-17) 
Johnny Mack Co 
(Two to fill) 
SPRINGE’LD, VT. 
Ist half (15-17) 
Johnny Mack Co 
(One to fill) 
ST. LOUIS 
St. Louis (15) 
The Ghezzis 
Pepito 
B & E Newell 
Natacha Nattova 
Harry Burns Co 


(8) 
Lockett & Page 
Frank Hamilton 
Hooper & Gatchett 
Medley & Dupree 
Ethel Waters 
Happiness Girls 

PAUL 


Palace 
ist half (15-17) 
Alexander & Peggy 
Toto 
N Arnaut & Boys 
2d half (18-21) 
H Timberg Unit 
SYRACUSE 
Keith’s 
ist half (15-17) 
Big Rosie 
Jay Velie 
Senna & Dean 
Glenn & Jenkins 





Kelly & Jackson 
Frankie Heath 
os Hallen 
g Tack Sam 
WAL'G' FORD. cT. 
ist half (16-17) 
Hart & Francis 
Al’x'nd'r the Great 
Cook Collins Rev 
Watson & Woods 
Denno Sis T B's 
W’T’RVILLE, ME, 
ist half (15-17) 
Deigman & Ball 
Carr Clifford & C 
(One ‘en filly 
TE PLAINS 


K 

ist half (16-17) 
Nathano Bros 
Rosalind Ruby 
Davis & Darnell 
Hayes & Cody 
Norman Thomas 6 
The Monologist 
Chew Hing Tr 

2a half (18-21) 
Marty Dupree Rev 
(Others to fill) 

2a half (11-14) 
3 Nitos 
Mack & Rossiter 
Flora La Breton 
Swartz & Clifford 
Gambol Boys & B 

WINNIPEG 

Orpheum (15) 
Bloomberg's Dogs 
Turner Bros 
Kenneth Harlan Co 
Evans & Mayer 
Hurst & Vogt 
The Wedding Gown 

(8 


) 
Count Vici’s Rev 
Sylvia Clark 
(Three to fill) 
YOUNGSTOWN, oO. 
Keith's 

ist half (15-17) 
Mary Dugan Unit 

2a half (18-21) 
Dance Parade 
Ernest Hiatt 
Frances White 
The Ushers 
Collins & Peterson 
Ethel Norine 

2a half (11-14) 
Aileen & Marjorie 
Jean Granese 
Rose & Thorne 
Modern Cinderella 
Herb Williams 





Proctor 


ap 





NEW YORK CITY 
86th St. 


Ist half (14-17) 
Typical Topics 

2a half (18-20) 
Summers & Hunt 
Rudy Vallee Co 
(Three to fill) 


Sth Ave. 

ist half (14- 17) 
The Envoys 
John Regay Co 
Watson & Byron 
Clara Morton 
(One to fill) 

2a half (18-20) 
Lawtoa 





Fielis Bros & G 
4 Jolly Tars 
(Two to fill) 


58th St. 
ist half (14-17) 
The Collegiates 
Duke Ellington Co 
(Three to fill) 
2d half (18-20) 
T & K Andrews 
Ada Brown Co 
Savoy & Mann 
Ted Leary Co 
Ernie Golden Co 
125th St. 
Ist half (14-17) 
Fields Bros & G 


Kelly & Killeen 
4 Jolly Tars 
(Two to fill) 

2a half (18-20) 
Bartee Sis 
Cecilia Weston Co 
Clara Morton 
(Two to fill) 
WESTCHESTER 

New Rochelle 
Ist half (14-17) 
Jerome & Bvelyn 
Savoy & Mann 
Uke Henshaw Co 
(Two to fill) 
24 half (18-20) 
Eddie Pardo Unit 
Yonkers 
ist half (14-17) 
Hardeen 
(Others to fill) 

2a half ¢18-20) 
Norman Thomas 6 
(Others to fill) 

Mt. Vernon 

Ist half (14-17) 
Bartee Sis 
Lawton 
Cecelia Weston Co 
(Two to fill) 

2a haif (18-20) 
John Regay €o 
(Three to fill) 





NEWARK 
Proctor’s (14) 
Will Morrissey Ceo 
Yesterthoughts 
(Three to fill) 


ALBANY 

Grand (15-17) 
Chevalier Bros 
Kate Pullman Rev 
(Two to fill) 

2a half (18-21) 
Frankel & Dunlevy 
Midget Follies 
(Two to fill) 


BOHNECTADY 
Prector’s 

ist half (15-17) 
Ted & Al Waldman 
Kate Pullman Rev 
(One to fill) 

2a half (18-21) 
Alex Hyde Rev 
(Two to fill) 


ist half (156-17) 
Undercurrent 
Frankel & Dunlevy 
(One to filly 

2d half (18-21) 
Kate Pullman Co 
(Two to fill) 








Interstate 








ATLANTA, GA, 
Keith’s (15) 
Chinko & Kaufman 
Norwood & Hali 
Rome & Dunn 
4 Diamonds 
(One to All) 
BIRMINGHAM 
Ritz (15) 
Monroe & Grant 
Powers & Wallace 
Frank X Silk 
Silks & Satins 
(One to fill) 
DALLAS, TEX, 
Majestic (15) 
3 Jests 
Adeline Bendon Co 
Klein Bros 
Manny King Co 
(One to fill) 
FT. W » TREX. 
Majestic (15) 
Manuel Vega 
Kraft & Lamont 
Watter McNally 
H J Conley Co 
(One to fill) 
HOUSTON, TEX, 
Mertini (15) 
3 Musketeers 
Pat Henning Co 
Hyams & Mcintyre 
Britt Wood 
Wells & Brady 
L’/TTLE R’K, ARK. 
Majestic (15) 
Heras & Wallace 





| 


Bernet & Dye 
Weaver Bros 
Charm 4 
Home. Folks 


MIAME, OKLA, 
New Coleman (15) 
6 Rockets 
Rogers & Wynne 
Kane & Ellis 
O’Donnell & Biair 
(One to fill) 

NEW ORLEANS 

Orpheum (15) 
3 Arnims 
EB Brice Co 
Jed Dooley Co 
Wilton & Weber 
Jerry & B Grands 
OKLAHOMA CITY 

Orpheum (15) 
Fulton & Mack 
Carlena Diamond 
Rich & Cherie 


Libby Dancers 
Stutz & Bingham 
Hope Vernon 
Stan Stanley Co ' 
Hatt & Herman 
TULSA, OKLA, 
Orpheum (15) 
Sandy Lang Co 
Zelda Santley 
H & F Seeman 
Crockett’s K’t’kians 








AURORA, ILL. 


Fox 
24 halt (10-13) 
Burns 2 
Siamese 2 
(One to fill) 
BL’MINGT’N, ILL. 


MajJjestic 
ist half (14-17) 
B & T Bow 
Elliott & La Tour 
Meyakos 

2a. half (18-20) 
Cherry B'’'sm & J 
Marcella Hardie 
Bob Hope 
Hibbitt & 
C’D’R R’PIDS, 


Iowa 
ist half (14-17) 
M & A Skelly Co 
Lou Cameron 
Tinova & ne 
(Two to fill) 
2a half aie 20) 
Mangean Tr 
E Sanderson Co 
McLallen & Sarah 
(Two to fill) 
CH’MPAIGN, ILL. 


Orpheum 
ist half (14-17) 
Seott Saunders 
Kikuta Japs 
(One to fill) 
2d half (18-20) 
Ridell & Cook 
H Watson Jr Co 
(One to fill) 
DAVENPORT, IA, 
Capitol 


ap 

ist half (14-17) 
B & J Browne 
Reynolds & White 
Carrie & Eddy Rev 
(One to fill) 

2a half (18-20) 
Chilton & Thomas 
Sir Cecil Alexander 
Ann'b’lle & R Boys 
Style Show 
DECATUR, ILL, 

Lincoln 

ist half (14-17) 
Farnell & Florence 
Traps 
Mason-Dixon Co 
Rosalie Fields 

2a half (18-20) 
Elliott & La Tour 
Parmita-Millet Co 
Simms & Bailey 
DES MOINES, IA. 


Orpheum 

Ist half (14-17) 
Mangean Tr 
Chilton & Thomas 
Sir Cecil Alexander 
Ann’b’lle & R Boys 

2d half (18-20) 
Reynolds & White 
B & J Brown 
Carrie & Eddy Rev 
DETROIT, MICH. 
Grand- Riviera «14) 
Ken Christy Co 
Frank Conville 
Stanley ee 
(One to fill 
EVINSV'LLE, IND. 


ctory 
2a half (18-20) 
Gwynne Co 
F Hamilton 
Tinova & Baikoff 
Elliott & La Tour 
Lamont 4 
FT. WAYNE, IND. 
New Emboyd 
ist half (14-17) 
Along Broadway 
Hamilton Sis & F 
Otto Gray Bd 
(One to fill) 
2a half (18-20) 
Gus Fowler 
I Vermillion Co 
Two to fill) 
GALESRB’RKG, 
Orpheum 
Ist half 14-17) 
Gus Fowler 
job Hope 





Parmita-Millet Ce 


ILL. 


JOLIET, ILL. 
Rialto 


ist half 14-17) 
Parsons & Hawks 
Perez-Xoko 3 
Naney Decker 
Earl Capps & Sis 
One to fill) 

2d half (18-20). 
Hamilton Sis & F 
Geo Broadhurst Co 


JOPLIN, MO, 


Electrie 
ist half (14-17) 
3 Musketeers 
Pacheco Tr 
(One to fill) 
2a half (18-20) 
Primrose 4 
(Two to fill) 


KANS. CITY, MO. 
Mainstreet (14) 
Louisville’ Loons 
Ray & Harrison 
Geo McLennon 
Medley & Dupree 
Alexander Sis Co 


LINCOLN, NEB, 
Lincoln (15) 
Loos Bros 


Art Henry Co 
(One to fill) 


MADISON, WIS, 
Orpheum 

Ist half (14-17) 
Ryan Sis 
Farnell & Florence 
Oscar Stang Or 
(One to fill) 

2a half (18-20) 
Cliff Nazarro 
Hibbitt & Hartman 
Bobby Barry Co 
(One to fill) 


MASON CITY, IA. 
Cecil 

ist half (14-17) 
Elcota & Byrne 
Creedon & Davis 
E W Hopper 
M’IW’UKEE, WIS. 

Riverside (14) 
Wilson Keepel & B 
Fern & Marie 
Our Gang Kids 
Nathal 
(Three to fill) 

PEORIA, ILL. 


7 ce 

ist half (14-17) 
Von Cello & Mary 
Burns 2 
Szita & Anis Co 
Hibbitt & Hartman 
Siarnese 2 

KOC gu ILL. 


Palace 

Ist half (14-17) 
Cliff Nazarro 
Bobby Barry Co 
Hibbitt « Hartman 
(One to fill) 

2a half (18-20) 
Ryan Sis 
Farnell & Florence 
Osear Stang Orch 
(One to fill) 
SIOUX CITY, IA, 


Orpheum 

ist half (14-17) 
H Timberg Unit 

2a half (18-20) 
N Arnaut & Bros 
Toto 
(One to fill) 
SIOUX F’LIS, 8.D. 


State 
ist half (14-17) 
C & C Arren 
Hal Jerome Co 
(One to fill) 
SO. BEND, IND. 
aliace 
ist half (14-17) 
Keo Taki & Yoki 
H Watson Jr Co 
Hickey Bros 
Lamont 4 
2d half (18-20) 
Depace Co 
Scott Saunders 





<{Twe te fill) 


SPRINGF’LD, ILL. 


um 
let half (14-17) 
Frank Hamilton 
Elliott & La Tour 
(One to fill) 
2d half (18-20) 
Wm BWPbbs 
Berkes & — 
(One to fill 
SPRINGE'LD, MO. 
Flectrie 
ist half (14-17) 
Primrose 4 
(One to fill) 
2a half (18-20) 
Pacheco Tr 
(One to fill) 
ST. JOSEPH, MO. 
Electrie 
Ist half (14-17) 
Mary & Bobby 
Morton & Thomas 
(Two to fill) 
2a half (18-20) 
Clifford & Grey 
Elcota & Byrne 
Lou Cameron Co 





(One to fill) 


=——s 


ST. PAUL, MINN. 
Falace-Orpheum 
Ist half (14-17) 

Toto 

N Arnaut & Bros 

(Three to fll) 
2a half «18-20) 

H Timberg Unit 

TRE H’UTE, INK 

Indiana 
let half «14-17) 

Gwynne Co 

Glorious Girls 

(One to fill) 
2a half (18-20) 

Hall & Erminie 

(Two to fill) 


TOKEKA, KAN, 


Novelty (15) 
Rodeo Boys 
O’Dunn & Daye 
(One to fill) 
WAUKBGAN, ILI. 

Genesee 
24 half (18-20) 
Burns 2 


Parsons & Hawks 
Siamese 2 








Pantages 





NEWARK 
Newark (15) 
Marty & Nancy 
Tommy Allen 
Sparling & Rose 
Going Straight 
(Two to fill) 


TORONTO 
Pantages (15) 
Lelands 
Louise Mayo 
Mr & Mrs J Barry 
Holden & King 
California Poppies 


HAMILTON, CAN. 
Pantages (15) 


H Lewis W Bells 
(Others to fill) 


TOLEDO, 0. 
Pantages (15) 
Thomas & Johnson 
Flo Eckert Co 
Dalton & Craig 
Bennington Bd 
(One to fill) 
INDIANAPOLIS 
Lyric (15) 
Osaki Boys 
Holland & O’Den 
Marie Babott C 


Ann Clifton 

Tango Shoes 
Seym’'r Putn’m & B 
Blue Slickere 


(One to fill) 
MOOSEJAW 
Pantages (15-17) 
(Same bill lays 
Edmonton 24 half) 
Odette Charles & M 

Leonid Martov 
Lowe & Sargent Co 
Penny Reed & G 
(One to fill) 
SPOKANE, WASH. 
: Pantages (15) 
Al Rome Co 
Brown & Wells 
Polar Pastimes 
Fielder Harr’t & H 
Revels of 1929 
SEATTLE, WASH. 
Pantages (16) 
W D Pollard 
Racine & Ray 
Sub-Deb Dancers 
Joe Roberts 


Labero 
VANCOUVER 
Pantages (15) 

Stanton & Dolores 

Beau Brummels 

Scrambled Lege 

Cardini 

Ray Shannon Co 

TACOMA, WASH. 
Pantages (15) 

Ploetz Bros & 8is 

Nancy Fair 

Johnny Barry Co 





Ford & Cunn’gham 
Int’l Comiques 


PORTLAND, ORE, 
Pantages (15) 

Laing Bros 

Story & Lee 

Lewis & Stovall 

Joy Bros & Gloom 

Willie Mauss 

SAN FRANCISCO 
Pantages (15) 

4 Eastons 

Dolores Lopez 

Huston Ray 

Hendrix & Baldwis 

Fan Faire 
FRESNO, CAL. 
Pantages (15) 

F Viola Co 

Elbrown 

Dixon & Hoier Co 

Russell & Armstr’g 

Kazana 
LOS ANGELES 
Pantages (15) 

Marietta 2 

Edythe Behlman 

B Farre!l Co 

Roger Williams 

Castie of Dreams 

RAN DIEGO, CAR 
Pantages (15) 

Ling Toy 3 

Lowe & Dunn Sis 

At. Metropolitan 

Harris & Pepper 

4 Petleye 

L’G BEACH, CAL, 
Pantages (15) 

Golden Dream 

Roberto Guzman 

Davalo’s Orch 

gy how & Burt 

peeders 

SALT LAKE CITY 
Pantages (15).4 

Robbins 3 

Raymond Wilbert 

Golden Bird 

Coogan & Casey 


(Same bill plays 
Ogden 24 half) 
Vic Honey 3 
Burns & Kane 
4 Waltons 
(Two to filfil) 
OMA 


B90 
Pantages (15) 
The Emilons 
Fox & Rowland 
Billy Champ Co 
Lee Morse 
Casting Campbells 
KANSAS CITY 
Pantages (15) 
George Morton 
Zerm’n Farrar & @ 
Ward & Raymond 
(Others to fill) 
MEMPHIS, 
Pantages (15) 
Bert Sloan 
Gaffney & Walton 
Shannon & C Bros 
4 Kemmys 
(One to fill) 





: Butterfield 








ANN ARB’R, M’H. 
Michigan 
ist half (14-17) 
Morocco Bound 
(One to filly 
B’TLE C’K, MICH, 


Bijou 

ist haif (14-17) 
Alex Bros & Bv'la 
Axel Christensen 
Holland Rev 

2a half (18-20) 
Frozini 
Anger & Fair 
Hamilton Sis & F 

FLINT, MICH, 


Capitol 
ist half (14-17) 
Down Home 


24 half (18-20) 
Alex Bros & Ev'l's 
The Lockfords 
(One to fill) 
LANSING, MICH, 


ist half (14-17) 
Peter the Great 
The Lockfords 
(One to fill) 

2a half (18-20) 
Mel Klee Unit 
seas ~ MICH, 


1st nate A. 17) 
M’j’rie Hallick Ce 
Kerr & Ensign 
8 Rangers 





2a half (18-20) 











OFFIC! AL DEN 


ITIST TO THE N. V, A 


DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 


1560 BROADWAY 
This Week: 
Elva Eddy; Harry Marks Stewart 








Anger & Fair 
Frozini 

2a half (18-20) 
Peter the Great 
Kerr & Ensign 
Holland Rev 
K’L’M’Z00, MICH. 

State 

ist half (14-17) 
Springtime Follies 
Mel Klee Unit 


Parsons & Hawks 
H Waiman's Co 
(One to fill) 
SAGINAW, MICH, 
Temp 

ist half (14-17) 
Olyn Landick 
H Waiman’s Co 
(One. to fill) 

2a half (18-20) 








M’j’rie Hallick Co 
(Two to fill) 





a 


Stanley-Fabian ‘ 





ELIZABETH, N. J. 
Ritz 


ist half 115- 17) 
Yvonne & Victor 
Warner & Margie 
Al Abbott 
Morton & Russell 
Harris & Radcliff 

2a half (18-21) 
A Kellerman 
Carl Rosini 
(Three to fill) 


HOBOKEN, N. Jd. 
Fabian 


ist half (15-17) 
Cecil & Van 
Geraldine & Joe 
Rice & Werner 





(Continued 


Eddie White 
Anthony & Howlda 
Broadway Flashes 
2a half (18-21) 
Yvonne & Victor 
Guy Voyer Co 
Eddie White 
(Two to fill) 


JER. CITY, N. J 
Central 


ist half (15-17) 
Schwartz & Clifforé 
(Others to fill) 

PASSAIC, N. J 


Mont 4 
ist half (15-17) 





4+Ada Brown 


on page 63) 
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New York Chatter 





Ren Bornstein left for the Coast. 
Hortense Ragland going Shubert 
Tex Guinan on the bridle path. 


Warm weather knocking the bot- 
tom out of the night clubs 

Richard Rogers off to Europe Fri- 
day. Only staying four weeks 

Tom Cassidy fell into an excava- 
tion, tieing up his right leg. 

H. S. Kraft has 
Strauss building. 


moved to the 


Ernest Charles opens at the Dome 
club as m, ¢. 

Manny Seff, Max Lief and Mon- 
tague Glass sailing to Paris June 6. 

Leonard Hall, of Photoplay, 
bound. 

Not cuh-razy no more. 
are scuh-rooey. 

More sunburned schnoozles on 
B’way than mammies in Virginny. 

Jim Dwyer, Warner's, takes his 
degree in law this May. 


coast 


They now 


rolled back Sunday night 
how warm the weather was. 

Val Lewton, M-G-M, contemplat- 
ing spring wedding. 

Lynn Farnol takes up his abode in 
Saranac about May 10. 

Mordaunt Hall, screen art author- 


That's 


ity of the New York Times, has a 
new assistant, Joe Halperin. 
Auction room by Loew's State 
has finally folded. Sandwich joint 
replaces. 
Harvey Konheim, formerly with 


Castle Films, now with Underwood 
and Underwood. 

Leo Morrison, artist's representa- 
tive, on six-week trip to the coast 
to confer with studio heads. 

Abel Green once wrote 4 
called “Florida.” Everybody 
there but nobody sings it. 

John B. Hymer and Tom Tempest 
going to Skowhegan, Maine, for the 
early trout. 

Bili Seaman is basing the ward- 
robe for his honeymoon on a tuxedo 


song 
goes 





The roof at the Cafe Madrid was 


contest between two tailors. Winner 




















3 gy tne SENSATIONS 
Glori eb BA the American Giri 4 

NEW AMSTERDAM. “The House Beautiful” 
ue 42 St. Erianger Dillingham Ziegfeld 
Matinees WED. and SAT. 


“EDDIE CANTOR 
in “WHOOPEE” 


with HUTTA and Ail Star Cast 
PAUL tL WHITEMAN & HIS BAND 


ZIEGFELD 1; FROLIC |i2 Now 


Amsterdam 
“Meeting Place of the World’’ Nights 11:30 
Paul Whiteman & His Ent Band 
Table Reservations at Box Office 


Thea, 54th St. & 6th A 
“SHOW “B 30 “RS. & RAT. 


HOW. BOAT 


ard Marsh, anus + + ma 
Sammy White, Helen 
—. Oliver and CHARLES WINNINGER. 





~ 














EARL CARROLL 3is- %,8: &,' Are 


Tickets for all Deusernnnese at Box 


See. aon 4 — Ad vanes 
ERROL BRICE ATWILL 
n the musical comedy hi 


“FIORETTA” 


Music by George Bagby & G. Romilli 
featuring Dorothy Knapp and 
George Houston 





Thea., W. 48 St. Evs. 8:30 


LIBERT Y Mats. Wed. & Sat, 2:30 
MILES OF MUSICAL SMILES 


ADY FINGERS 


EDDIE BUZZELL & LOUISE BROWN 





Morris Gest, by arrangement with 
DAVID BELASCO, Presents 


LENORE 





= aan 


10-KEIMH- 
THEATRES 


Bway ccm 


m=" PALACE arth ‘st. 
WILL MAHONEY 
Paviey Oukrainsky Ballet of 22 
BEN BERNIE & ORCHESTRA 
“KATE” SMITH 
4 Aces & Queen—Roy Rogers 


LOU HOLTZ 





—— Bway {a= 
RIVERSIDE 96th St. 
BIG TIME SHOW—BIG TIME POLICY 
Gi A GRAY 
TRIXIE FRIGANZA 
William Harrigan & | oy 
Robert Gleckler | Cummings 
Peter Higgins; King, King & King 
jules Lenzberg—The Harlequins—Others 
B'way S 


Vee, to Sat., April tf te 13 
MARY & BOB 
Radio Gen, gs “True Story’’ Hours 
PERSON 

Al. K. Halt’ ya. Ferguson; Others 
| With DOROTHY MACKAILL & 

Sound JACK MULHALL in 
——="CHILDREN OF THE RITZ’ 























BLAUNG LOVE FLAMING THRU ETERNITY! 


iG ss 
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A, ros. N alking 


Last 2 Weeks \N ‘THE 
SINGING FOOL 


ctures 








ULRIC 


in Mr. Belasco’s 66 99 with Sidney 
Masterpiece MIMA Blackmer 


’ BELASCO Thea. W. 44th. Evs. 3:30 


Mats. Thur. & Sat., 2:30 
W. 48th St. Evgs. 
PLAYHOUSE Matinees 2:30 


3 Matinees Every Week 
Wednesday, Thursday, Saturday 


STREET SCENE 


-—~THEATRE GUILD PRODUCTIONS-— 


Man’s Estate 


By Beatrice Blackmar 
and Bruce Gould 


BILTMORE 4, “i."% ui. 2% 


CAPRICE 


Thea., W. 52d. Eva, 8:50 
GUILD,,.:3 Thur. & Sat. 2:40 





8:30 











“| || STRANGE INTERLUDE 




















Joba Thea., 58th, E. of B’y 
: Golden Evgs. Only at 5:30 
1 E 62-YEAR-OLD 
PEOP S REVIVAL OF 
BOWERY AUGUSTIN DALY'S 


THEATRE 
201 BOWERY 
at Spring St. 


UNDER THE 





Phones: Orchard GASLIGHT 
0601-1952 

Beats 8 Weeks | Sensational Melodrami | 
Ahead Midnite Show Thurs. | 


Gass wth ms Asal 


G2d ST WEST OF B’way 








BOM SHOWS - twice DAILY 245-645 EXTRA 60m. SHOW SuM- 
ith AVE. & 50th ST. 
Direction of 8S. L. 


ROXY Rothafel (ROXY) 
FIRST TIME AT POPULAR PRICES 


William Fox Presents 
All-Singing All-Comedy 


HEARTS IN DIXIE 


On the Stage: ROXY MINSTRELS with “ 
McINTYRE & HEATH (in Person) 
Roxy Symphony Orchestra Playing on the Stage 
Roxy Ensemble—350 Artists 
Other Marvelous Divertissements 
Hear—See: Fox Movietonews 


CAPITO 


GRETA 





B'way & 6lst St. 
Midnight Pictures 
Nightly 11:20 
the M-G-M 
Sound Picture 
n “WILD 
ORCHIDS” 
with LEWIS STONE—NILS ASTHER 
“Pastels” featuring Dave Schooler and 
CAPITOLIANS, Sammy Lewis and Patti 
Moore, Joyce Coles, Ray, Ellis and La 
Rue, Joe Hart. 





MARK All Seats 35. 
TRAN PR Midnight ¢ 
Bway & 47th Show Nightly 11:30 


SEE AND HEAR 


DOLORES COSTELLO 


with CONRAD NAGEL 
in “THE REDEEMING SIN” 
FIRST TIME AT POPULAR PRICES 


FF PROCTORS 


taal a9 Thurs-Sat., 












April 11 to 13 











th LITA GREY CHAPLIN 
n In Person 
86 vi CLAIBORNE FOSTER 
THEA. peri tan te 
“Children of the Ritz” 
56 INS} ALEX HYDE’S 
CARNIVAL 


With 26 People 


Jack Muthali in 
“Children of the Ritz” 


58s 


Supress Vaoudeville—Pictures 
Continuous Noon to ii P Lew Prices 


will make all his clothes in Wray 
Jimmy Walker is to be judge. 

Charles Sheldon exhibiting his 
originals in lobby of Carnegie Play- 
house, 

Nita Naldi now riding side saddle, 
finding the falls less hard to take on 
the European bridle paths. 

Gene Austin gets delivery on his 
Blue Heaven Yacnt this month. It 
will be moored at Travers Island. 
Latest merger along the Street is 
two guys pooling phone lists. 

Sam Scribner returned from Pine- 
hurst last week with fresh golf 
enthusiasm. 

Restaurant is advertising your 
fortune told in tea leaves with each 
six bits luncheon. 


June May, of “Showboat,” mak- 
ing twice her show salary posing 
as a model. 

Charlie Winniger is brushing up 
on his buckshot for the trap shoot- 
ing matches. He’s a champ. 

Aunt Jemima and Jules Bledsoe, 
both out of “Showboat,” due to ill- 
ness, are back. 

Jack Kearns wires from Los 
Angeles that he'll be in New York 
again May 15. 

Boni and Liveright will have Tex 
Guinan’s book, “Hello Sucker,” on 
the press shortly. 

Sophie Tucker, leaving the Coast 
shortly, will play Denver, St. Louis, 
Minneapolis and Palace, Chicago, on 
the way east for Keith's. 

Hottest man in town is Bob Mc- 
Gonigle, Yale grad, press agenting 
Crosby Gaige. Wears red flaming 
suspenders and red ties. 

Cabs with the large windows, 
practically prohibiting necking, are 
referred to in the taxi trade as 
“show cases.” 

William Kent, not the actor, but 
formerly in cafe racket, now with 
Colony theatre ticket office, special- 
izing in sports’ ducats. 

Somebody copped a mink coat at 
the Manhattan Casino last week 
from Mrs. Noble Sissle during a 
breakfast siesta. 

Dames are wearing toques with 
their initials embroidered for dis- 
play. Turbans may have full name 
and phone number yet. 

Warner Club put out 104-page 
program with $7,000 worth of ads 
for its dinner-dance at Commodore. 
Also sold out entire block of 1,200 
ducats at $7.50 per. 

Mose Gimble is back at his desk 
after five days’ illness. And Harry 
Teterman, of the firm, is back from 
Florida with four new Donaldson 
songs. 

Olive Shea, who won first prize at 
AMPA ball sweltering under her 
prize these warm days on Broadway. 
Prize was a silver fox throw, which 
she still wears despite heat. 
Whryte’s restaurant, famous Ful- 
ton street eatery which moved up- 
town to Fifth avenue and 48d street 
in the Lefcourt Bldg., has eliminated 
its supper dansants. 

Contest over the deathbed will of 
Arnold Rothstein which named her 
as chief beneficiary will be settled 
out of court this week, according to 
Inez Norton, former show girl. 

Adoiph Klauber, Jane Cowl’s 
hubby, received a letter from a 
stage aspiring youth who asked for 
an appointment to show his phy- 
sical perfection in a bathing suit. 

Bill Gorman, company manager, 
going abroad again on an American 
Export freighter, such boats having 
accommodations for a dozen pas- 
sengers| Will visit North Aferican 
ports, then to Italy. 

Discussion arose whether the def- 
inition of a mickey finn is any dif- 
ferent than it was 20 years ago. 
Argument ended abruptly when one 
bird piped: “Well, it’s a must, any- 
how.” 

Hotel managers are on their toes 
these days with layoffs, giving vent 
to emotions on the divans. Boister- 
ous arguments between clans and 
individuals result in fist fights. Even 
the gals going for one another. 
Hotel residents complain § contin- 
uously. 

Burton Davis, former assistant 
to the late Walter Kingsley, and 
now handling aviation press staff 
for an air firm, has made numerous 
long distance flights to get the feel 
for his copy. 

Bitten by an insect at the pre- 
miere of “Under the Gaslight,” Julie 
Johnson, dancer, was obliged to 
leave the theatre when instanta- 
neous swelling \ppeared further ag- 
gravated by attempts to soothe it. 

William Collier departed Satur- 


day for the coast Fox lot, to be 
gone a year. Leaves the Friars 


without a Dean. Club is minus its 
Abbott too, George M. Cohan be- 
ing away. ; 

Tack Hobbe back from Palm 
Beach, sails Wednesday on the 
“Leviathan” for Paris, resuming his 
banking contact job there. Martin 
Herman has paid deposit on a 100- 





(Continued on page 53) 





GIRL’S WRONG TURN 


in Traffic—Cop Pinches—Sentence 
Suspended 


“I guess I was hasty and lost my 


head,” said 20-year-old Constance 
Kelly, of 47 Gerard place, Newark, 
N. J., when before Magistrate Al- 


bert Vitale in West Side Court on 
the charge of disorderly conduct. 
“Keep cool” the Court told her and 
imposed a suspended sentence. 

Miss Kelly, driving a sedan, was 
arrested by Patrolman Michael 
Krozier of Traffic B. near the Hip- 
podrome. Sh» was driving north on 
6th avenue. At 43rd street she made 
ar. improper turn. 

Krozier beckoned to her to stop. 
He wanted to see her credentials 
and get an explanation. “Get off 
the running board,” said Miss Kelly. 
Krozier tried it again. For the sec- 
o..d time he was told to get off and 
Miss Kelly started. 

The bluecoat then arrested her. 
He also gave her a “ticket” to ex- 
plain to a traffic judge about the 
improper turn. 

“Newark traffic rules are differ- 
ent,” she told reporters. 


Eddie Devlin Party 
Expensive for Host 


Edward Devlin, funeral director, 
mortician, sportsman and politician, 
better known as “bet you a ‘grand’ 
Eddie,” lost a $2,000 diamond stud- 
ded wrist watch, a $1,500 stickpin 
and $1,400 in cash, he said, in a 
restaurant at 313 West 55th street. 

Devlin lives at 410 West 52nd 
street. He is probaby one of the 
biggest plungers on the upper West 
Side. The politico-sportsman gave 
a dinner to some friends at the res- 
taurant. The party wound up in 
the 'wee hours in the morning. 

Devlin must have dozed a bit. 
He woke up with a start and his 
guests had departed. Eddie rub- 
bed his eyes, shook himself, dug 
for his bankrool and it was gone. 
He felt for his daubles and they 
had taken the air too. 

Devlin has a stentorian voice and 
a hearty laugh. The laugh was 
gone but the voice remained. Eddie 
shouted. The cops in the West 47th 
street station, asleep, were awak- 








ened. 

He told the proprietor, Joseph 
Landino, 310 West 55th _ street, 
someone had robbed him. They 


began a search for Eddie’s dough 
and gems. Devlin hated to do it 
but he was compelled to “holler 
cops.” 

Cops’ Find 

He urged Bertram Maskiell and 
Jimmy Leech, his pals, both vet- 
eran detectives, to locate his stuff. 
The sleuths dressed and another 
search took place. 

The gendarmes couldn't find Dev- 
lin’s property but they found some 
chfice liquers in Landino’s home, 
they said. They pinched Landino 
for violating the Volstead Law. He 
will have a hearing in Mr. Tuttle’s 
building. 

“That is what I get for throwing 
a party,” said Eddie to Maskiell and 
Leech. The sleuths believe some- 
one is playing a joke on Devlin 
or he has mislaid his stuff. 


As Joe Pilcer Slept, 
Girl and Ring Blew 


Joseph Pilcer, customs house 
broker, 166 West 72nd street, said 
to be a brother of Harry Pilcer, 
dancer, now in Paris, will tell in 
West Side Court tomorrow (Thurs- 
day) to Magistrate William Farrell 
about the loss of a $3,500 diamond 
ring taken from his finger in his 
apartment. 

Dorothy Davenport, 31, stout 
blonde, who has been arrested 
charged with the larceny will en- 
deavor to explain her innocence. 
She is out on bail furnished by Jack 
Shine. Her attorney, Joseph Butler, 
promises to make things hot for 
Pilcer on the witness stand, he said. 

Miss Davenport was arrested at 
her home by detectives Scotty Mc- 
Conichie and Buster O’Connor of 
the West 68th street station. Pilcer 
charges in his complaint that the 
blonde stated she could put the 
finger on the person that took the 
ring, for $1,000. She denied any 
such statement. 

“TI felt tired and said that I would 
retire,” he stated. “Miss Daven- 
port stated she was not sleepy and 
began to read a magazine near a 
floor lamp. I dozed off and when I 
awoke in the morning Miss Daven- 
port had gone. She was the last 
one in the room when I went to 
sleep. 
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Tex and Helen Morgan 
Up on Nuisance Trial 


Trials of Tex Guinan 





and Helen 
Morgan were on in Federal court 
yesterday. Most of the session was 
taken up selecting Tex's jury. 
agent testified he 
Tex’s 


Dry 
bought wine in 
Salon Royale. 

Prior to adjourning Miss Morgan 
and Miss Guinan’s cases until yes- 


terday morning, Judge Edwin Ss. 
Thomas in Federal Court Monday 
disposed of several minor cases, 


Sentences were pronounced on of- 
fenders who had previously plead- 
ed guilty. 

Emil Garvasani, formerly of 
John and Emil, prior to their split 
as owners of the Beaux Arts, was 
given a $500 fine and suspended 


sentence of six months. Abraham 
Grenthal, as special counsel for 
Emil, 


pleaded that the Beaux Arts 
was not a nite club but a high 
grade restaurant, introducing pho- 
tographs showing such  distin- 
guished patrons as Sarah Bern- 
hardt, Andrew Carnegie and the 
Prince of Monaco. 

Alfred Berryman, headwaiter of 
the Frivolity Club, who pleaded 
guilty, will be sentenced after the 
disposition of the trial of Charles 
Aronson, owner of the cafe at 1680 
Broadway which, when padlocked, 
was removed to the room under 
the Earl Carroll theatre building. 
Aronson asked permission to 
change his plea of guilty and an 
early trial was ordered. William 
Walsh, one of Aronson’'s associates, 
also indicted, did not appear, it be- 
ing stated that he was serving a 
prison sentence elsewhere for an- 
other liquor violation. 


Bartender’s 10 Days 


Napoleon Bardelli, bartender in 
the Les Freres Club on the ground 
floor of 80 West 40th street in the 
same building where the Beaux 
Arts is located on the eighth floor, 
was sent to jail for 10 days. Two 
other waiters in the same place 
were fined and given suspended 
sentences of three months pending 
good behavior for six months. 

Tex Guinan’s beauty sleep was 
undisturbed on Monday, a battery 
of four attorneys being in readi- 
ness to phone her to hurry down- 
town if necessary but the pressure 
of other cases caused them to ad- 
vise Tex’s maid not to disturb her. 

Miss Morgan, visibly nervous 
Monday, was represented by J. 
Arthur Adler. She wanted to know 
more about the Jones law, persist- 
ing that her cafe days are over and 
that only stark necessity would 
ever drive her back to it. 


Air War Real Destiny 
Of Chow Mein Waiters 


Not only_are the Chinese restau- 
rants around town filled with native 
Columbia college students employed 
as waiters, but a number of the 
chop suey slingers are aviation stu- 
dents at Mineola. Some of the 
waiters are full-fledged fliers and 
own their own machines. These 


serve as instructors to the young 
apprentice waiters who arrive in the 
different chow meineries, with 
Mineola and flying proficiency as 
their real goal. 

The restaurants are headquarters 
for all kinds of Chinese activities, 
The waiters who are bent on being 
aviators are sent to this country by 
recognized governmental element in 
China, in order to be whipped into 
shape as fliers who can engage in 
the perennial wars at home. 

The tumultuous condition of Chi- 
nese domestic affairs does not make 
clear which side or sides they are 
on, but a recent shipment of men 
was sent to this country to be got 
in readiness for a tilt with an indi- 
vidual called Chang Tsung Chang, 
who is known as the cruelest man 
in China. This Chang has ravaged 
and tortured his enemies even be- 
yond the endurance of Chinese 
stoicism, and at one time sent three 
freight cars full of heads to Pekin. 

The annihilation of Chang and 
his forces is an all-consuming pur- 
pose with a flock of the placid seem- 
ing waiters in the Oriental joints, 
for Chang seems to have aroused 
feelings of deep hatred. 











Roof Closing May 15 


The Ziegfeld Roof will close 
around May 15, it is reported. Zieg- 
feld’s return from Florida yester- 
day resulted in a conference, pers 
taining to the closing. 
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Stories by Jack Conway 


From 1920, onward, Jack Conway wrote a series 


in Variety. 


in Variety of March 11, 1921. 


» 
vv 


of stories appearing 


Mostly the stories dealt with baseball and prize fights, 
layers and pugs. This series is reprinted weekly. 


Story below appeared 








RING IN TWINS ON 
“CON’S” SOFT BATTLER 


Double-Crossers Make Him 
Fight Family—Almost Killed 


Hoosick Falls, Feb. 9. 

Dear Chick: 

Tell Eddie Mead, Doc Bagley and 
Dan Morgan they had better stear 
elear of this neck of the woods with 
their  light- 
weights or 
they will get 
them knocked 
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the 
double. crossin’ 
burgs in the 
state this one 
cops the ear 
laps. I brought 
“Tomato” here 
to box a light- 
weight called 
Kid Troy and 
if it wasn’t for 
an accident I 
wouldn’t know 
yet what hap- 
pened or how 
we were gippe: 
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It seems this bird has 


been 
knockin’ them all dead and the 
faster they brought them in the 
faster he knocked them out. He 
beat a lot of good boys from New 
York and was considered unbeat- 
able by the locals. I figured it a 
good chance to get heavy jack, for 
when these yokes get stuck on a 
pug they’ll bet the family prescrip- 
tions. 

I made the match over the long 
distance phone, stipulatin’ the 
‘weight at 135 ringside and wiring a 
fat forfeit to cover our makin’ it. 
We pulled into this burg the after- 
noon of the fight and the whole 
town seemed anxious to grab me 
and force a bet out of me. This 
went for the local sportin’ writers 
all the way down the line to the 
chief of police. 

I figured there was a Cantor in 
-op pue dn puv dn svM odJejol 94} 
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cided that it was just another one 
of the crazy burgs where they 
think one of their own must nat- 
urally be unbeatable. 

We weighed in all right with me 
examin’ the scales with a micro- 
scope, but that was all regular. 
Troy made 135 without never turnin’ 
ahair. Just before they climbed on 
the scale a greasy lookin’ egg 
slipped up to me and stuck some- 
thing in my hand that felt soft and 
clammy, at the same time whisp- 
erin’ to me, “Shake hand with Troy 
when he gets off the scales.” 

I don’t know why I paid any at- 
tention to this bird, but you know 
I'm a hunch player and somethin’ 
told me to play this one straight. 
I peeked down at my duke and it 
was black with this clammy liquid 
that the guy had rubbed in my 
hand. 

I followed the hunch and grabbed 
Troy by the hand after he got off 
the scale, givin’ him the usual 
pleased to meet yer and may the 
best man win, ete. He looked kind 
of funny at his hand after I let go 
of it, but thought nothin’ of it, al- 
though it was as black as mine from 
this stuff. 

After this stunt I looked around 
to get this sap and find out what 
all the sub rosa stuff was about, but 
he had disappeared. I was won- 
derin’ right up until we got in the 
ring what was comin’ off, but as I 
said before I couldn’t see nothin’ 
irregular, so I finally dismissed it 
from my mind. 

After the prelims we all get in 
the ring with Tomato and Troy 
wearin’ bathrobes, as usual, After 
they got their instructions and 
threw off the blankets I rubbed my 
eyes. Troy was the biggest light- 
weight I ever laid my lamps on and 
I've seen them all. He looked as 
big as Mike O’Dowd and if I hadn't 
seen him weigh in with my own 
eyes I would take an oath he 
Weighed 160, 


And he was strong as a bull, 
roughin’ “Tomato” around like he) 
was a baby. I kissed my dough} 


B00d-bye after the first round, for 
it was a foregone conclusion and 
Sure cnough in the fourth 
rocked “Tomato” softly to 
With a right cross that would have 





he | 
sleep | yet. 


$18,000 Summer “Nut” 
For Guests’ Entertainment 


Supplementing the “life of the 
party” racket story in Variety, 
Henry H. Tobias, the youngest pro- 
fessional song writer in the busi- 
ness (he’s 21), quotes figures and 
contracts to show that his Totem 
Lodge summer resort at Averill 
Park, N. Y., with its $18,000 sea- 
son's nut for an entertainment staff, 
tops everything in that particular 
field, 

This particular summer resort, 
with a capacity of 1,000 patrons, 
at an average toll of $50 a week, is 
good for $50,000 weekly gross, but 
averages around $30,000 a week on 
the season. Propaganda to bolster 
the June and September biz is be- 
ing broadcast not alone by this but 
by all the cther successful summer 
resorts anxious to boost the early 


and late season months, figuring on 
July and August to take care of 
themselves as the peak months. 


Salaries 


An idea of to what extent the 
high class camps go in order to 
amuse their guests may be gathered 
from the personnel which Tobias 
has at Totem Lodge. The song- 
writer-entertainer is social director 
at $4,000 a season for this and next 
season under a contract plus a 
$1,000 bonus. Tobias has an 11- 
piece orchestra which costs $5,000 
on the season; a dramatie director, 
$1,000; an athletic director, $500; 
three assistant social directors, 
$1,200; permanent stock company of 
seven, comprising a soubret, prima, 
tenor, juvenile, ingenue, dance spe- 
cialist and dramatic girl, whose 
combined salaries for a two months’ 
season total $2,700, plus the usual 
lodging, meals, etc. Of this the sou- 
bret gets top of $500 a season, $400 
each for the prima, juv, ingenue 
and tenor, and $300 each for the 
dancing specialist and the dramatic 
girl, 

In addition to this lineup which 
caters to the pleasures of the pa- 
trons there is an assistant art di- 
rector salaried at $350 for the sea- 
son; costume girl at $250; scenic 
artist at $1,000, and four boatmen 
and a tennis instructor to cater to 
the aquatic and tennis whims at a 
combined “nut” of $1,000. 

Totem Lodge’s dramatic director 
is Louis Polan, of Walter Hamp- 
den’s “Cyrano de Bergerac” com- 
pany, and Jack Sobel is the art di- 
rector. 

All these salaries are virtually 
net profit to the people, since op- 
portunities for spending are limited, 
all expenses, such as food, lodging, 
etc., being paid for by the establish- 
ment and included in the contracts. 

Tobias states that the “kiddie 
nightS” and the like are now anti- 
quated in the more ultra-modern 
resorts, where the patrons under 
no circumstances are asked to 
amuse themselves with makeshifts. 
The resorts maintain amusement 
and catering staffs for the purpose 
of pleasing the customers, produc- 
ing their own tabloid musical shows 
which Tobias, an established song- 
smith, creates. 








staggered Willard. While I’m rub- 
bin’ my battler’s ears and givin’ the 
aromatie spirits, my greasy friend 
bobbed up at the corner of the ring 
and said: “Now examine Troy’s 
hands.” 

Right away a great light hit me 
and grabbin’ the referee I told him 
what I suspected. He walked over 
to Troy’s corner demanding that 
he remove the bandages, which he 
did, and his both hands were as 
clean as a whistle. The grease ball 
was right behind me and said in 
my ear: “I thought so, that was in- 
delible ink I mitted you with and it 
couldn’t be removed within. eight 
hours if you sawed off a hand. This 
guy is a twin of the guy that 
weighed in and is a middleweight. 
I was knocked loco up here about 


la year ago and suspected that I got 


the works, so this proves it.” The 
referee declared all bets off and 
called the fight “no contest.” 

Can you beat it, 


over the pastin this bird slipped him | town firm, has joined Abner .J. 


Your old pal, 


Be good, ] 
Con, 





| 
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Mob in Square 





Great weather Monday and 
that night saw Times Square 
wild with motor traffic. The 
cops were dizzy handling the 
mob in the exceptionally humid 
weather, 

One highlight was a police 
sergeant driving an apparently 
inebriated stooge trio of col- 
legiates and a flapper, having 
taken the wheel away from 
them and driving the Nash 
coupe either to the hoosegow 
or to safety out of the con- 
gested traffic area. The couple 
in the rumble seat, sans hats 
and coats, looked a bit sobered 
while the youth up front with 
the copper grinned foolishly. 


Gertie Ward Spilled 
Ink on Clerk’s Suit 


The shedding of tears 
sympathy of Mrs. Mary Riordan, 
matron of West Side jail, saved 
Gertrude Ward, 25, former hostess 
in Club Frivolity, Mimic and High 
Hat, when before Magistrate Albert 
Vitale in West Side Court on the 
charge of throwing a bottle of ink 
on the new three “C” suit of Harry 
Kelsch, night clerk in the Hotel 
Richmond, 46th street. 

Kelsch also told the Court that 
Gertie had tossed the large desk 
blotter and hurled a postage stamp 
machine on the floor. The guests 
were awakened and hurried to the 
lobby. Kelsch fled to the street and 
got patrolman George Hunt. 

The erstwhile dancing hostess was 
taken to the West 47th street sta- 
tion and slept in the West 30th 
street station house for a few hours. 

Miss Ward was taken before the 
Grand Jury to tell what she knew 
of Arnold Rothstein by sleuths from 
District Attorney Banton’s office. 
She was permitted to go as she 














and the 


said: “I know nothing.” 
The Boy Friend 
Miss Ward had been drinking, 


she staied. She went to the lobby 
oi: the Richmond with a “boy 
friend.” “But you can’t talk to 
your boy friend here at this hour” 
said Kelsch to Miss Ward. She felt 
hurt. 

“You go home,” she said to the 
boy friend. “I can handle this 
chap,” meaning Kelsch, she told the 
scribes, “I pushed the blotter across 
the desk and in doing so the ink 
fell on him. He pushed the stamp 
machine on the floor,” she said. 

It looked bad for Gertrude. She 
began to sob. Mrs. Riordan com- 
forted her, and explained to the 
Court that the hostess said she 
would take the “pledge” for a year 
to quit imbibing. On that promise 
the Court suspended sentence. Miss 
Ward's home is in New Haven, she 
said. 


Ruth Etting’s Annoyer, 
Radio Salesman, Pinched 


Accused of having annoyed Ruth 
Etting, of “Whoopee,” by writing 
letters and sending wires, Leslie 
McElImon, radio salesman, who re- 
fused his address, was held in $500 
bail for further hearing when ar- 
raigned before Magistrate Jean 
Norris in Jefferson Market Court. 

Miss Etting said that for several 
months McElmon had been annoy- 
ing her. Saturday she was walking 
on Broadway when, at 41st street, 
she said the salesman tried to talk 
to her. She called Policeman Dut- 
kofski, West 30th street station, and 
caused his arrest. 

When searched at the station 
house police found a large number 
of clippings relating to Miss Etting 
in his pockets. McElmon offered no 
explanation for his actions. 


New Law Firms 


Several new theatrical law firms 
organized recently. Richard J. 
Mackey, formerly of the O’Brien, 
Malevinsky & Driscoll staff, has 
formed a law partnership with Ju- 
venal P. Marchisio in the Para- 
mount building, taking over Charles 
H. Berg (also of the O’Brien firm) 
and Ralph Vatner as associates. 

Maezrauth, Lesser & Ippolito, an 
all-O’B-M-D alumni trio, compris- 
ing Joseph Walker Margrauth, 








Theodore J, Lesser and Frank L. 
Ippolito, have also formed their own 
firm in the Paramount building. 
Isidor Bregoff, formerly associated 
with O'Brien, Boardman, Fox, Mem- 


“Tomator” ain’t| hard & Early, an important down- 


tu- 
bien at 1440 Broadway as Rubien & 
Bregoff, attorneys. 





Chatter in Hollywood 


Every one acquiver to see Mary's 
bob. 

Cc. B. DeMille wants to adopt two 
more children. 

Edwin Justus Mayer had a piece 
of bone removed from his nose. He 
looks the same. 

Al Jolson introduced Lou Silvers 
at the Movie Gambol as the author 
of “April Showers.” 
River” is a current best seller. 

Girls at M-G-M are wearing short 
socks to match their dresses. 

Crystal gazers are reaping a 
harvest ¢* Culver City as a result of 
the uncertainty about jobs due to 
mergers. 

Producers at M-G have their own 
French chef to tantalize jaded 
palates. 

Ronald Colman is going to New 


York to see how that town likes 
“Bulldog Drummond.” 

Rowland V. Lee, given. three 
months’ vacation by Paramount, 


will motor through Europe. 

Clive Brook, Paramount player, 
leaves here this week on way to 
European vacation. 

Working in two pictures on the 
M-G lot, Conrad Nagel is forced to 
go from tragedy to light comedy in 
a single day’s work. 

Fay Webb, contract stock player 
for M-G, has been ordered to take 
a series of elocution lessons. 

Bessie Love and Sammy Lee 
staged an endurance dance contest 
to see which knew the most steps 
Lee won. 

Josef von Sternberg was rehears- 
ing ten couples in a park lovers epi- 
sode for his current picture when 
he noticed all but one couple who 
responded enthusiastically to his 
orders for indulgence in amorous 
embraces. He halted the rehearsal 
and commanded the slacking couple 
to mush it up, but the real effect 
could not be obtained. After the 
couple had been rejected for the 
scene the director learned they were 
married. 

Marion Davies: has wired her 
beach home to review her talking 
pictures in private. 

Audience at Majestic waited 20 
minutes until a cleaner and presser 
who had a pair of red trousers used 
by Edward Everett Horton in the 
“Swan” could be located. 

Chumps on Main street are fall- 
ing for black and white and tinted 
photos of passe screen actresses 
being peddled for a dime and two 
bits. 

John Barrymore, turning domes- 
tic, did the marketing for groceries 
while his wife, Dolores Costello, re- 
clined in the town car, looking on. 

Vic McLaglen was one of the 
Romano brothers in a strong man 
vaude act several years ago. 

Joseph Schildkraut entertains his 
Excellency, Duke Frederico Fern- 
ando De Goyas, a cousin to the 
King of Roumania, in nine different 
languages. 


“Beware of Redheads” 
Warning Totaled $5 


“Beware of a woman with red 
hair. She is like a snake in the 
grass. Don’t let her in your home. 
It has been a bad year for you. 
So has the past 10 years. But 
good fortune is in sight for you,” is 
part of tthe affidavit submitted to 
Chief Magistrate William McAdoo 
by Patrolwoman Sarah Ahern, It 
resulted in tthe arrest of Mrs. Nesta 
De Becker Stevens, wife of Frank 
A. Stevens, 49 West 72d street, on 
the charge of telling fortunes. 

Mrs. Stevens was arraigned be- 
fore Magistrate Albert H. Vitale in 
West Side Court and found guilty. 
She was fingerprinted and sentence 
suspended after a general denial. 

The lady cop testified she paid 
Mrs. Stevens $5. “She asked for a 
personal object, “said Mrs, Ahern 
“and I gave her my ring.’ You 
have been like a rowboat tossing 
on the ocean when you _ should 
have been like an ocean liner,’ she 
said. 

“You are sort of sitting on the 
fence. You are your father’s 
daughter and you are to marry 
within the next two years,” Mrs. 
Stevens is quoted as saying, 











SCATTERING PADLOCKS 
The Film Club at 727 Seventh 
avenue (Godfrey Bldg.), a Times 
Square oasis, is on the padlock list. 
Sydney Mannes and Jack Sharkey 

are on the record as proprietors. 
The Gypsy Village, Hungarian 
night elub where Josef Szigety, 
viggn virtuoso, holds forth, is also 
on the padlock list. Lillian Knesz 
is the proprietress. die Hour, 105 


West 70th, also a defendant, 


797 


Lou's “Weary | 


Sen 


‘Victims of Con Men Be 
Fail to Identify Two 


Nicky Arnstein, under the name 
of Jules Arnold, and his pal, Harry 
| Fields, 53, 37 West $list street, call- 
|ing himself a theatrical producer, 


were freed in West Side Court by 
Magistrate Vitale on charge of be- 
ing fugitives from Taunton, Mass. 

Another pal, James Thompson, 
alias Stuart Donnelly, former pugi- 
list, was held in $15,000 bail to 
await extradition papers to Massa- 
chusetts. Thompson was held at 
the insistence of Francis Clem- 
mey, police lieutenant from Taun- 
ton. 

The trio were arrested at 92nd 
Street and Broadway by Detectives 
Schnaible and Curry, West 100th 
Street station, who said they an- 
swered the description of three men 
wanted for swindling Thomas 
Kearns, hotel owner at Taunton, 
Mass., out of $32,000 on Dee. 12, 
1928. emagt 


According to information for- 
warded to detectives here by James 
C. Watson, foreman of the Grand 
Jury, prior to Dec. 12, Thompson or 
Donnelly was in Taunton with two 
other men and succeeded in inter- 
esting Kearns in the erection of a 
new theatre which was to be wired 
for talking pictures, 

As a result of the conversations 
Kearns went to the bank and drew 
$32,000 which he intended to hold 
until the deal was consummated. He 
placed the money in a bureau draw- 
er which was locked, he says, On 
Dec. 12 when Kearns went to the 
drawer he discovered that the 
money was gone, as were the three 
men. 

When the trio were picked up the 
police got in tcuch with Kearns and 
Charles Correia, a bellhop at the 
hotel. The two went to police 
headquarters where Kearns and th 
bellhop identified Donneily but were 
unable to pick out Fields or Nicky. 

Other Losers 

At the arraignment the detectives 
asked that the trio be held to give 
them an opportunity to have other 
complainants look over the three 
men. Fields and Nicky were held 
withut bail while bail of $25,000 
was fixed in Donnelly’s case. 

Saturday the police brought two 
men into court. One was Ralph 
Murray, manufacturer, of Wynd- 
ham, Montgomery & Co., Penn. 
Murray had been swindled out of 
$45,000 in jewelry in a coin match- 
ing game in Key West. He was 
unable to identify any of the three, 
Another man, John J. Carlson, a 
tailor, of 1127 Park place, Brooklyn, 
who lost $3,000 in a stock trans- 
action, likewise failed to make an 
identification. 

Following this the magistrate 
dismissed the complaints against 
Nickey and Fields. 

In 1916 Donnelly retired from the 
ring. He had fought some of the 
best men in the lightweight divi- 
sion. Donnelly says the charge is 
a frame and he will prove that he 
was not within miles of Taunton 
when the crime is alleged to have 
been committed. 


Helen Spence Held 


Helen Spence, 17, entertainer, 
1060 Rogers avenue, Brooklyn, was 
held without bail for a further 
hearing by Magistrate Vitale in 
West Side Court on a charge of 
grand larceny. She is accused of 
the theft of a diamond stick pin 
valued at $400. 

According to Samuel Born, real 
estate, 509 West 110th street, on 
Feb. 25, Helen visited him at his 
apartment. While there she noticed 
the pin reclining on a dresser. She 
expressed her admiration for it. 

After Miss Spence left the apart- 
ment Born discovered the pin had 
disappeared. He tried to get into 
communication and then notified 
Detectives Schnaible and Curry, 
West 100th street station. A few 
days ago the detectives learned that 
Helen was being held in Raymond 
street jail, Brooklyn, as a materie\ 
witness against a man she had had 
arrested on a criminal charge. 








WHITE BALL PLAYERS 
Variety switched colors on the 
erack Visitation quintet from 
Brooklyn, N. Y., which played the 
all-colored basketball stars, the 
Renaissance five, recently, The 
Visitations are white and promi- 
nent in the American League. 
They metthe colored Renaissance 
quintet at fenaissance hall, in 
Harlem, a couple of Sundays ago. 
Later, or earlier that morning, a 
breakfast dance ensued at the hall 
on behalf of the Connie’s Inn wait- 
\ er-inn and catering staff. 
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Among the Women 


By The Skirt, Jr. 





A Tradition Speaks 


A new Mary Pickford is revealed in “Coquette,” 
peeks through now and then, but for 


and a quite “itty” little flirt. 


Miss Pickford wiscly 


Her childish manner 
the most part she is a warm, vivid, 
chose the vehicle 


for herself and is as suited to the role as Helen Hayes was on the stage, 


which is saying a great deal. 


Miss Pickford's performance is magnificent at times, losing out at 


certain points due to faulty direction. 


Story has been changed con- 


siderably to meet the demands of the censors no doubt, and has been 


rewritten to the extent of the 


girl 
night alone in the cabin with the boy. 


remaining chaste after the 
Drama is considerably lessened 


in this version and would have a difficult time of it were it not for Miss 


Pickford's personal contribution. 


Casting is in no way exceptional and might have been a great deal 


better. 


The sound disks were pitifully troubled opening night, volume 


receding and coming back through the entire picture, which did no 


justice to Miss Pickford’s tonal quality. 
and a grey street ensemble trimmed in fox. 


She wore two lovely bouffants 
Her bobbed hair is adorable. 


She will remain the highest type woman star in pictures—a tradition 


of dignity and charm. 





irksome Dancing 


Dance recital at the Martin Beck 
some. 


Sunday night was thoroughly irk- 


Groups of dancers, most of them apparently amateurs, with an 


orchestra and piano accompaniment which sounded tinny and was 


seldom in time with the artists. 


Elizabeth Duncan's school did the best 


group work of the evéning, seeming to have at least a vague idea of 


what they were doing. 


Valentina Kashouba and Juan de Beaucaire Montalvo offered Spanish 


dances which were colorful and expressive. 


The young lady is beautiful 


and had stage presence (a quality completely lacking in anyone else in 


the entire company). 


They were surrounded by a group of rather attrac- 
tive girls but did too many numbers. 


A Russian dance by George Volodin was fairly capable but no jury 
would have convicted Katya Sergieva for killing him in the wings at the 
conclusion of the Polish Mazurka which he managed to ruin for her in 


no uncertain manner.. 
Vienna Waltz. 


Ronny Johnson did a nice interpretation of the 


Swedish folk dances were enacted by the “Swedish Folk Dance Society 


of New York.” 


Words can't express the absolute inanity of this per- 


formance. A number called “The Hoop of Happiness” was portrayed by 
the Marsh Dancers in a thoroughly sloppy manner and Sara Mildred 
Straus missed a great chance to make somethiag of a really good idea in 
her interpretation of the modern trend of movement. 

Rudy Vallee joined the audience near the conclusion of the program, 
fo the evening was not entirely wasted for the women present. 





Maybe You Do; Maybe You Don’t 


Did you know that: Ada Mae 


opens her new vaudeville act at 


the Riverside next week. ... Ona Munson has a private phone in her 
dressing room. ... Mary Eaton is buck dancing at Billy Pierce’s school 
these days. ... Ward Morehouse is reviewing the “After Dark” situa- 


tion in London, Paris and Vienna. 


. «+ « Carol Dempster has a weakness 


for fast motor cars. ... Virginia Smith is sporting a marquise diamond 


on that finger.... Peggy Fears writes stories and things. 
Courtney blushes when a certain name is mentioned. 


takes his golf so seriously. . 


; 63 one 
- +» - Leu Clayton 


. - Phyliss Haver is said to have 72 pair of 


shoes. ... Barbara Newberry is going back in vaudeville with William 


Holbrook. ... Bill Frawley may become an agent. 
has had a big offer to write songs for pictures. 


-..+ Harry Archer 
. «+ The flappers threw 


orchids at Rudy Vallee at the Riverside last week. ... Louis Shurr can’t 
do without blondes. ... John Hundley would like to find time to play 


some golf and bridge.... 
portant wedding this month. 


Paul Frawley will be important at an im- 





The Hollywood Styles 





Hollywood, April 6. 
Hollywood advertises that it has 
become a style center. It has, but 
only for Hollywood. 
Styles originated here could 
never interest New York or Paris. 


They have neither the gublety nor 
imagination. Sponsored by the 
younger players who have no back- 
ground to temper their selections 
with good taste, they are immedi- 
ately taken up by the picture mad 
high school flaps. A fad is cre- 
ated but it is limited only to star- 
worshippers. 

These folk are not interested in 
a woman well dressed according to 
the standardg of Paris, London and 
New York. Made arrogant by the 
squeals of admiration from their 
adorers which greet them with 
every public appearance, the 
clothes-sense is given no oppor- 
tunity to develop. With such 
homage they must be right. 

Here smartness is expressed by 
sweaters worn with high heeled 
slippers. No one has seen a white 
fox in Paris for seven years, Here 
they are worn in pairs. To be 
really grand wear a white fox 
dyed with splotches of black, giv- 
ing the effect of a bottle of ink ac- 


““Sidently overturned on the fur. 


Screen Costuming 

Paramount's “Burlesque” will 
show Broadway revue producers a 
thing or two about magnificence in 
costuming. Travis Banton, for- 
merly with Frances in New York, 
has designed a geries of costumes 
for a Pageant of Nations number. 
The keynote of each costume is in 
the headdress. They fit severely 
around the face with no hair show- 
ing. 

The rest of the costumes are 
artfully scant, worthy of Kath- 
ryn Bunke. Each show eit is 
companied by two smaller girls, a9 
decreed by y..7r: e 


AC- 


ywhose costumes are little echoes of 


their leaders. 

The richness of ornamentation 
with which this number has been 
worked out will not be lost on the 
screen for it is to be photographed 
in color. 





Night and Day 

Evening dresses are designed to 
show every contour, whether real 
or longed for. They are cut on one 
pattern, varying only in material 
and trimming, The model now in 
favor ig made with a very long 
basque, fitted tight to the figure 
and curving under the hipline in 
back, then suddenly attaining a 
voluminously full skirt dripping 
to the floor with coyness. 

Day clothes too are uniform. A 
narrow string belt tied tightly 
around the waist is the distin- 
guishing feature. Summer dresses 
are made in checked gingham or 
taffeta sleeveless with the inevi- 
table tight sash and full skirt. 

There are two coats, one of black 
satin with monkey fur or ermine, 
the other of white cloth cut like 
a man’s double breasted overcoat, 
again with a belt buckled tight 
around the waist. 





Coast Chicness 
To be chic in Hollywood is to be 


extreme, Here hats are worn at a 
sharper angle, colors a little 
brighter, skirts a little shorter. 


The smartly dressed woman is the 
one whose clothes are the most 
startling, who can arouse. the 
greatest murmur of comment. 

Never mind what kind of com- 
ment! 


To accentuate the genuine ash- 
blonde hair of Natalie Moorehead, 
playing a featured part in the 
“Green Ghost.” Adrian hag cre- 
ated a modish white satin evening 
gown, outlined at the decolletage 
with brilliants. It is straight, short 
in front, and made graceful by 
‘he addition of two circular fish- 





tail trains placed low at the back. 


Gray Matter 


By MOLLIE GRAY 





8ist Street Clothes 
Program at the 8lst street last 
week gave the readers something to 
figure out, billing “Eva Shirley and 
Her Notable.” which member of her 
company was she singling out? Miss 
Shirley, in crystal fringe and beac 
trimmed crepe, sang almost as loud 
as the band. Mary Lawlor and 
Bobby Watson make an agreeable 
pair doing bits, little bits, of musical 
comedy, Mary’s opening sport frock 
of blue and white sleeveless blazer 
over a wrap around skirt ‘hat, re- 
moved, showed wide white shorts, 
made a costume that would cer- 
tainly be a hazzard on any golf 


course. Her ermine and white fox 
coat seemed too big for her but the 
peach crepe ruffled frock under it 
was becoming. 

Viola Rudell (Rudell and Duni- 
gan) changed skirts three times, 
keeping the same bodice. Opening 
in flame taffeta under a nice shawl, 
the skirt came off for a waitress 
scene showing a short tight one the 
same color, though not the same 
fabric. Then a pale beig@’ satin suit 
with jacket front and sleeve flares 
embroidered the same flame color as 
the bodice and shoes. Her beret 
spoiled the color ensemble, being a 
decided orange shade. 





Paramount's “Flowers” 


Paramount’s stage show, “Say It 
With Flowers,” includes the Stone 
Vernon Quartet, adagio, and Sam- 
my Cohen from Hollywood. 
Sammy's is one face that could 
never go unrecognized through a 
crowd. Another red head, Maxine 
Hamilton, dancer, chose shades of 
pink for both costumes and got 
away with it well, too. 

Foster Girls appeared first in old 
fashioned gowns and white suits. 
Later, in yellow and purple with 
eccentric hats whose high tips 
sported big bows of purple. In the 
finals they came on as white tulle 
ballerinas just in time to carry the 
lighted rose ropes up side steps. 
The Crawfords are on a level now 
though with the width of the stage 
between, which brings Mrs. Jesse 
nearer her admirers and probably 
one reason her skirt was longer. 
Screen carries a new “Silencer.” 
Everything’s been done now but 
adding an amendment to the con- 
stitution. Rubinoff lead his men to 
two bows on the overture, the sec- 
ond a free gift. 





Clara’s Gang 


Clara Bow has surrounded her- 
self with some very agreeable 
young girls in “The Wild Party.” 
Among them are Marceline Day, 
with her refinement a perfect con- 
trast to Clara; Shirley O’Hara and 
Joyce Compton, also very good. Ex- 
cept when Clara wore jersey frocks 
in class, she dressed outrageously. 
Her evening gown with very little 
bodice and a dark silk frock, dis- 
gustingly tight, were two of the 
most glaring examples of indif- 
ference to ordinary standards. She 
and her gang could easily make a 
revue in their party costumes of 
black spangles with zigzag silver 
stripes through them, covering one 
shoulder only. Suspender style 
frocks are youthful and attractive 
but Clara must have the real thing. 
so her box pleated yoked skirt was 
supplied with the regulation sus- 
penders, probably in keeping with 
her effort to get next to a man. If 
she liked the result she’s alone in 


| it. 





Unimportant Stage 

Hip. stage show unimportant last 
week since Queen Texas was grac- 
ing the screen and that was enough 
to attract the trade. “Four Flashes” 
opened with their usual fast work 
tap dances mostly. Talent and 
Merit are backed by a new drop. 
Feminine defence dressed in a 
pretty green ensemble of crepe and 
velvet. 

El Brendel never mentioned his 
movie past. Flo Bert, his partner, 
aired a good voice in black velvet 
with peplum and hem lined with 
white. Cape collar of steel beaded 
lace good looking, their talk was 
lost in the Hip vastnesses. 





Not Much of Renee 


Renee Adoree fans will be disap- 
pointed at seeing so little of her in 
“The Spieler.” Her bolero frock of 
plain and spotted silk is very nice. 
Her felt hat, with a low crown 





tucked in like a man’s was becom- 
ing. ' 








Uncommon Chatter 


> 





By Ruth Morris 





Harlem’s Triple Show 

Show business in Harlem is done 
brown. Up in the Black Belt, what- 
ever theatres may lack in grandeur 
is more than compensated for by 
the tremendous variety of programs 
offered. 

For 75 cents the Alhambra man- 
agement gives its dusky patrons 
plenty of show. One feature pic~ 
ture not being enough, another is 
thrown in—pictures of an ancient 
vintage that alone would be worth 
the up-town trip to see. Further 
items on what is known as a 
“Great Triple Show” are two musi- 
cal revues and a straight dramatic 
one-acter presented by the Alham- 
bra Drama Players. What drama. 
And what players. Broadway man- 
agers may be worrying about a 
slump in the theatre, but if the 
Harlem stage had any more energy, 
{t would blow up and burst. 

For white spectators, there's even 
more entertainment. There's al- 
ways a show in the audience, too— 
dark town papas coming in with 
their dressed-up belles; black-faced 
kids giving out the hearty “hyah- 
hyahs” of unconcealed mirth; Aunt 
Jemimas, relaxing after a hard day's 
“working out.” 

Conglomerate bill changes weekly. 
Last week offered two sections of a 
musical, titled “Harlem Rhythm,” 
and a deeply dramatic detective 
thriller programmed as “The Mys- 
terlous Mrs. Murphy.” This was, 
in the elegant words of the ticket 
taker, the “pe-ace de resistawnce.” 

It could also be known as the pay- 
off. 

In it the Harlem complex for ele- 
gant language found a complete out- 
let. No speech that could use 20 
words ever sufficed itself with 10. 
“The Mysterious Mrs. M.” was built 
on the familiar murder-mystery pat- 
tern, with screams in the dark, 
mysterious rappings, hidden cabi- 
nets and an Irish cook (Mrs. 
Murphy) who turned out to be none 
other than headquarter's best de- 
tective. The language was just too 
ultra dictionary for words, as when 
Richard Jaffee, attorney-at-law, re- 
buked the hysterical house-maid (a 
Lenox avenue Mae Vokes) with: 
“Come, come, my good girl, calm 
your hysteria, or I shall have to 
dispense with your services.” Read 
a Moran and Mack accent into that 
and it’s plenty funny. 

In the musical portion of the 
program there was a slow-paced 
Sandy Burns who lazed himself in 
and out of amusing situations. Too 
tired to bother very much, he was a 
roar. And another comic, probably 
Johnny Lee Long, who did his best 
to get a night's lodging via the local 
station house and met nothing but 
brotherly love and. forgiveness on 
every hand. 

The second part of the musical 
detailed the arrival in New York of 
a colored brother from down Ala- 
bama way, who was “wised up” to 
high-pow-.red Harlem night life. 
Plenty of local cracks here that had 
the midnight sons in hoots. 

To do complete justice to a 
dramatic presentation of “My 
Mother's Eyes,” it must be described 
in deta.l. It was programmed as 
“Johnny Lee Long’s Idea.” 

A baby spot discovered a mother 
on the stage, her arms spread 
lovingly over, net one, but two baby 
carriages. Followed a verse and 
chorus. At the chorus repeat, the 
spot picked up two youths at the 
other side of a stage—one dignified 
and immaculate, with a placard 
reading, “Attorney-at-law,” behind 
him, and the other, the disappoint- 
ment of his mother’s dreams, 
sprawling over a table, clasping a 
bottle of hey-hey liquid. In back of 
him the simple sign reading, “Night 
Club,” told the whole sad story. 

But this was not all. Nay, nay, 
and hey, hey. 

Spot returned to the mother who 
had, after all these years, gone into 
a patter chorus. Then came another 
placard backstage-center, informing 
that “The Hand That Rocks the 
Cradle Rules the World.” Finally, 
a bar of the Star Spangled Banner, 
leading up to a forte finish of 
Mother’s Eves” and the curtains 
flew, revealing a _ tortoise-rimmed 
old Mammy, complete with frilled 
apron and cap, rampant on an 
American flag, supported on either 
side by the Army and Navy. 

A purely extemporaneous per- 
formance took place i. this number, 
rendered by the black theatre cat, 
doubtless also a mother, who 
climbed cn stage and quietly sur- 
veyed the whole proceedings. 

What with one thing and another, 
a swell show. 





Loew State Chatterers 

Monday evening at Loew’s State 
..»Movietone being explained step 
by step by the couple sitting in 
back; the woman has seen it be- 
fore so she can explain it coming 
and going...Awful tragedy in the 
slow pomp of a military funeral. 
That “Eyes Right” in front of the 
bier .is .heart-breaking...Opening 
act Lucas and Lillian... Man in 
sailor trunks and a green bathing 
shirt: girl in green organdy that’s 
very pretty. Strips to an orchid 
and green bathing suit...Well, well, 
well, it’s an acrobatic act. Even 
the smart commentators in back 
didn’t call that...They’re still talk- 
ing.. It’s annoying. Goodwin and 
Rasch. Man in back says they’re 
German comics, so it must be, 
Could turn and ask him if he’s 
wired by W. E. or RCA. What 
would Emily Post do?...Ross Wyse, 
Jr., with mama and papa. Clever 
hard working dancing and comedy, 
Lots of applause...Night Club 
Revels with Al Wohlman as m. c 
-.-Introducing Elray and Cooper, 
sister team doing some clever tap- 
ping on Bill Robinson's stairs... 
Mildred Roselle, beroopdeoop song- 
stress...Lots more dancing’ and 
singing and applause. 





Palace, Monday aft....Ooh, but 
it’s nice and cool....Just as soon 
spend the summer ice-cooling at 
the movie houses and vaudevillas 
...as a last resort....that’s a swift 
one....Four American Aces and a 
Queen....Double and triple twist- 
ing in the air....Terribly good.... 
House oohing and ahing at the big 
stunts....Girl in cute blue velvet 
trunks and matching headgear.... 
Must be a lot of fun jumping into 
that net....Roy Rogers adding a 
new and amusing twist to contor- 
tioning...:Pavley-Oukrainsky Bal- 
let....Good enough....Clever doll 
dance, beautifully executed...“Blue 
Danube”—five girls in red bathing 
suits manipulating a  batiqued 
searf....Gorgeous play of air and 
light on the fabric....Lou Holtz, 
opening with that amusing automo- 
bile horn song....His assorted dia- 
lects are a scream....Mixed up 
recitation has the house in hoots 
....Curtain speech a mixture of 
high English, low Russian and 
plain ga-ga....He’s a grand comic 


—whole one-man show....Kate 
Smith, husky blues singer with 
husky voice..,.Puts over blues in 


fine style....Should avoid horizon- 
tal lines in her dresses and skirt 
should be longer....Piano solo by 
accompanist—sounds like Debussy 
gone jazz....Miss Smith back in 
nile green for a snappy Charleston 
..-».-Will Mahoney in “Why Be 
Serious?”—why indeed, when you 
can be ausgalassen so magnificent- 
ly....Lord, it’s marvellous to be 
able to make people laugh that 
way....There go the frenzied taps 
...--Uh-uh, he’s slipping, slip-ping, 
s-lip-ping—there he goes!....Back 
for a Scotch song entitled, “I Canna 
Gie Ye Anything But Love,” with 
an accent that’s a lulu....His 
grand Mammy song, with a Sonny 
Boy addition that's terribly funny 
...-Show closed by Wordon Bros., 
barrel spinners. 





“The Shakedown” 

“The Shakedown” at the Colony 
is hardly-a pretty picture, but it’s 
an awfully entertaining one, with a 
good story, fine prize fight and 
hardboiled moments that over bal- 
ance occasional sentimentality. Its 
chief charm is a_ lovable little 
roughneck of a kid. Plus over-di- 
rection, he had some very strenuous 
ideas on acting of his own, but he’s 
grand just the same. 

Barbara Kent made a pretty hero< 
ine somewhat neglected by the 
script. The ring battle seemed as 
authentic as a news reel, with the 
hero’s opponent looking like a mag- 
nificent bit of Mahroni Young sculp- 
ture in the ring. 





New M. C. at Colony 

The Colony...This house’s theme 
song should be “The Vacant Chair” 
...-Sam Kahn complete with band 
and dancing direction...New Mas- 
ter of Ceremonies, Bert Frohman... 
Nice young man with vaselined hair 
and an unassuming manner...Hor- 
tense something-or-other doing “T 
Want to Be Bad.” Very nice frock 


of yellow taffeta and tulle...Stan- 
ley and Healy, the long and short 
of the Navy...Alvia Baker, song- 
stress...Don and Jerry, good adagioc 
team...Bert Frohman back for & 
ballad...And that's so. 
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A showman made the shrewd 
dramatic two- 
Teeler would soon lose 
because so many multiple reelers 
were being made for the de luxe 
houses (admission 25 cents) after a 
certain time offered at low rentals 


to the commercial run places. 


its market, 





Small time was outgrowing its 
pop admission scale. With Sulli- 
van-Considine practically absorbed 
by Loew, new were es- 
tablished. MeVicker’s, Chicago, 
changed from 20 to 35 cents. 


scales 





Alexander Moissi, reported highest 
paid actor in Germany (although he 
is of Italian birth). Incom: was set 
at $25,000 a year. 





Film business of France for pre- 
Vious year was imports, $4,500,000; 
exports, $6,500,000. 


General Film reported a gross 
business for year of $30,000,000. A 
single share of company’s stock was 
bid for at $4.000. 





Earl-Mastbaum interests bought 
four big Philadelphia houses, rep- 
resenting 6,500 seats. These added 
to the § houses they already held 


fave the firm contro) in Quaker- 
town. 
Nora Bayes created a sensation 


on Broadway by appearing at one 
first night in a bright green wig 
and at another in one of vivid red. 
Predictea vogue was in the mak- 


ing, but it was brand new off the 
Stage. 


William Faversham was pro- 
bosed as American representative 
to the English Shakespearean fes- 
tival, although he was an Eng- 
lishman by birth. Suggestion 
segusht a blast from Robert Man- 





! 


| 


| ready to leave the 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 





Friday night (April 5) a fuse blew out and left “Coquette” (UA) 
speechless at the Rivoli. It turned a capacity house into a crowd ready 
to ridicule anything and which the picture had to fight for its first two 
reels. And how audiences love to hop on the talkers for any mechanical 
fault as soon as it appears. This was a $2.50 gathering. In a grind 
house it could have been worse. But a tough break for the picture and 
Mary Pickford. 

Trouble originally cropped up when a short was flashed on the screen. 
Opening shot happened to be a closeup of a sister team singing. With 
no sound emitting therefrom, immediately thought it was a 
funny gag and then realized something was wrong at about the same 
time as the booth. Film was cut off, the curtains closed in and the 
house started to laugh. Orchestra went into a melody of southern airs 
in front of a makeshift colonial mansion drop on top of which was a 
border of leaves which wouldn’t behave. So the patrons started to kid 
the movements necessitated by trying to straighten that out. Finally 
the title of “Coquette,” all the credits, then the initial scene—and still 
no sound. The booth had to shut off again. 

Three or four minutes of a bare stage and once more the “Coquette” 
title and all the credits on a scrim in front of the drop which made for 
double lettering before the scrim was pulled aside, causing additional 
uncomplimentary laity comment. And finally the opening scene again 
with the sound weak, but there. Swelled until it seemed normal but 
continuous fading and strengthening made it seem as if the amplifica- 
tion wasn't wholly right throughout the performance. 

Incident caught a bad reaction. House staff thought the fatal fuse 
would be located any second, but it developed as very elusive, at the 
same time embarrassing. 


house 


A revival of the report that downtown New York interests headed by 
Mike Meehan might negotiate to take over Pathe is around. There was 
a story like that some time ago. Jos. P. Kennedy was then as now at 
the helm of Pathe. Nothing came of it. 

Just what may be doing now is not known. The Meehan crowd who 
includes some of the best known Wall Street operators were said to 
have been heavy holders of Pathe at one time. They also followed Ken- 
nedy into Keith-Albee-Orpheum, and all are said to have neatly cleaned 
up both ways. 

The Meehan people are quite friendly with Eddie Dowling, so much 
so that if Dowling okayed Pathe as a proposition in which his talents 
would be solely concerned, and Kennedy expressed himself as agreeable, 
the deal might go through. 





Under cover rumors of the past 10 days have said that there have 
been intimations between the two legit circuits, Erlanger and Shuberts, 
that might lead to a consolidation of booking interests, or a possible 
buy. The booking interest matter had been gone into before. It never 
became an actuality. 

The maze of talking pictures and wired houses, interlinked between 
specials in picture houses and the openings in the wired legit theatres 
may have brought about another complexion to the standing legit scrap. 





“The Great Power,” the first talker made by the Bristolphone process 
and produced by Franklin Warner (independent), had been sold to Metro, 
it is said, before the picture was pulled at Loew’s Capitol, New York, a 
couple of weeks ago. Joe Rock directed the talker in the Bristolphone’s 
Connecticut studios, with its total production investment said to have 
been $65,000. Metro is reported to have secured several exhibition con- 
tracts on the “Power” talker before the fiasco at the Capitol, caused 
through the audiences laughing and jeering at the drama. 

“The Great Power” had briefly stage played on Broadway. Its com- 
pany was removed intact to the studio and the screen talking play shot 
in arush. The film remained on the shelf for some time and its Capitol’s 
display. was the first reported. 


Buddy Rogers, in Paramount's “Close Harmony,” plays nearly all of 
the instruments in the sound scene of a jazz band .in a restaurant. The 
youth does actually play the several instruments, He had done the 
same thing previously to the picture making when acting as entertainer 
at benefits or conventions. 


A trick police dog, trained to break loose from his harness, slip out 
of handcuffs and break out of tight places, like the late Houdini, was 
hired by Fox for a scene in “King of Kyber Rifles.” 

Dog master worked in the picture as an extra for $7.50 a day. 
got $100 daily as long as he worked. 


Dog 


“Follies” set now being erected at Paramount Coast studios for “Bur- 
lesque” will be one of the largest ever constructed by this company. It 
is an interior and embraces every foot of floor Space on the largest stage. 

Costumes, to be worn by more than 2,500 people on the set, have been 
in the making for the past three months. 

Something new in screen fan adoration was noted here when a middle 
aged woman in a first night crowd stood in water over her ankles wait- 
ing the arrival of Mary Pickford at an opening. 

She almost lost patience after an hour, when she removed her shoes 
and stockings, but stayed until Mary arrived. 





With Lucky Strike cigarets using the line, “Reach for a Lucky instead 
of a sweet,” many Hollywood lunch rooms handling sweets and tobacco 
have stricken this brand of cigaret from their selling lists. 


Universal’s newsreel plans are causing Carl Laemmle plenty of con- 
cern. An initial outlay of over $100,000 is the chief reason for his 
schedule to leave Hollywood April 6. Being in New York for the “Show- 
boat” opening is secondary. 

Having countermanded original orders, said to have been issued in his 
absence, for color and talk news, the Universal chief is now going to 
personally investigate the feasibility of even a silent news version. 


All advance publicity for Universal’s “Show Boat,’ as well as all ex- 
ploitation for the picture, features Flo Ziegfeld’s name as prominently 
as Carl Laemmle’s. 

Advertising paper being put out for the picture, also electric signs at 
Broadway and 46th street, have Ziezgy’s name in larger type than 
Laemmle’s. It shouldn’t do the musical any harm. 





An advertisement in a recent issue of Variety claimed the advertiser, 
a permanent attraction at the house, was responsible for all of the big 
grosses that particular theatre had lately gathered. The house plays 
special in person stage attractions. 

At the time the ad appeared, the house held an active picture star, 
also doing a personal appearance and drawing big business. Knowing 
that the star was temperamental, she was informed when asking if 
Variety had yet arrived in town that it had not. House management was 
in fear che would see the ad and ask the male advertiser (m. c¢.) if he 
were going to claim credit also for the business she was doing. 

The star kept asking for the paper but was successfully stalled until 
citv (Saturday). Variety arrives in that city on 
Thursday 

B®. & K. opportunity contests in Chicago, originally tied up with the 
Chi American, have turned into a fizzle all around. Looks more like a 
gag than anything else. ak; 

Auditions, held every Sunday morning at the Oriental, entitle the 
winners to five weeks..work as $50 per, starting ai the Oriental. Last 














week a littie colored gal was adjudged a winner, but was taken off and 
Switched to the 


A single lad (white), considered not as 
talented, Oriental instead. Contest is still on, though 


neighborhoods, 
was put in the 


practically nothing at all is heard of it. Newsp iper publicity has stopped, 
with the American dropping it cold, 

In this column several months ago was told the story of a comedian 
who in the course of his work was called on to df-e into a pool of exe- 
tremely muddy water 18 inches deep and how the laughter of the spec- 
tators at the antics of the comic suddenly ceased as it was realized his 


head was stuck in the mud. 
through that stunt as he 
out a whimper. 

The cutting of the picture is now completed and the final form ape- 


proved. Not an inch of the film earrying the mud diving sequence is 
contained in it. 


Three times altogether the player went 
was called on, endangering his health withe 


Two German 12-inch lenses four inches in diameter have been satis- 
factorily tried out by Coast cameramen. They are used especially on 
sound work, yielding a close-up at 50 feet with a field four feet wide 
at that distance. George Barnes and Gregg Toland are the owners of 
one, and Alvin Wyckoff the other. 

Enlarged diameter allows approximately one half the speed at 60 feet 
given by an average lens at close quarters and greater range permits 
all camera noises to be kept from the mike. Lenses cost about $225 
apiece, unmounted, and complete are so heavy a bridge has been added 
to the lens turret to support and steady it. 


It is denied that Publix or Balaban & Katz paid any cash to United 
Artists in taking over the latter's theatres for operation upon a 60-50 


inside Stuff—Vaudeville 


Frank Wolf, Jr., coffee-and-cakes booker of Philadelphia, cancelled 
Ione Reed Co., by telephone at 12 o’clock of the day they were booked to 
open in Pitman, N. J., last week. Act, which held a contract, rushed to 
office to ascertain cause of cancellation. Wolf stated he had been to 
New York the day before and had bookéd another act so he couldn’t 
use the Reed turn. 

Smiling at the act’s threat to see a lawyer about their contract, Wolf 
expressed his philosophy as a honkey-tonk booker by declaring that 
inasmuch as many acts cancelled on him at the last minute he felt that 
he was entitled to the same privilege. 











Of the Keith agents in New York ordered to notify their acts not to 
pay the agent over 5 per cent commission, one at least thought to amend 
the instructions. In this agent’s letter to the acts was enclosed a small 
slip of paper. While the letter informed the act it must not pay the 
agent over 5 per cent, the slip, typewritten, said the amount usually 
sent in as outside money to the agent could thereafter be forwarded to tha 
signer of the letter. The girl signing is the agent’s secretary. 

Whether the agent believed this raw bit of work would become known 
or he didn't care under the impression he could laugh it off against his 
secretary hasn’t been revealed. Probably the offending agent rested 
his confidence upon the removal of the agents arbitration committee, 
That committee was originally formed to entertain complaints from 
agents and acts. It was summarily disbanded and its province assumed 
by the Keith booking office, rendering the entire corrective scheme as 
at first planned totally useless. It is also unknown if the dissolution 
came from deliberate design or ignorance. 





Several Loew producers have deserted the flash act field to devote all 
time to band “units.” Growing number of such turns on the Loew cim 
cuit is the result. The “units,” including a stage: band, one standard or 
semi-name act and two to four specialty people, run anywhere from 30 
minutes to an hour. Majority carry the simplest of drape sets and 
are apparently inexpensively produced,. They generally are strong 
enough to replace two ordinary turns on the Loew bills and feature 
speed, hence not slowing up shows as do most of the flashes around 
today. Larger salary lists, consequently greater commission, is another 
reason for the producers’ switch. 

Several representatives of independent circuits booking through Keith’s 
were reported intending to stage their own meetings because they have 
not been included in Keith’s own bookers’ daily sessions. Result was 
advice from George Godfrey to the indies that the daily booking meete- 
ings are not closed to anyone in Keith's. ; 

The indie bookers stated they were not officially invited to the meete- 
ings, hence an impression they were not welcome. Godfrey contended 
there was no intention on the part'of Keith’s to exclude them and that 
their continued absence has seemingly been a sign that they (the indies) 
did not care to attend. 

At the booking meetings, held daily at 6 p. m., the various booking 
problems arising during the day are discussed. ; 








It’s not easily understandable why certain producers with Keith “fran- 
chises” as such, should have been dismissed or let out of that booking of- 
fice. Producers of vaude acts or productions ask nothing of the Keith 
circuit, except the permission to produce for it. The producers take 
all of the risks, in money and time. If they produce a failure, that is 
relegated to the storehouse and the loss is the producer’s. 

Whether a producer for Keith’s or another vaude or picture chain is 
active or inactive should be a matter of indifference to the theatre men, 
The producer who may produce but now and then at least offers some- 
thing to the circuit when he does, and without expense to it. 





All that keeps the average good looking Chicago picture house m. €, 
from opening a good sized harem is his own conscience, or possibly a 
wife. 

One of the boys got a call from a fan who threatened to play havoc 
with him if he didn’t see her. Being a mild sort of gent, and happily 
married, the m. c. got in touch with the police. Two dicks were as- 
signed to see that the unknown lady didn’t get murderous. Later, she 
called the m. c. on the phone again, giving her name, and demanding 
to know why he wouldn’t see her. Meanwhile, the cops had been put 
on tap wires. The m. c. asked the lady if she had ever met him, and 
she replied that she hadn’t, but sat in the front row four and five 
times a week and was simply nuts about him. Then she started the 
threats again. 

“You might as well know,” interrupted the m. ¢., “that two detectives, 
are listening to everything you tell me, and have already checked on 
where you're calling from.” 

“Don't let them get me,” yelled the woman, “T’ll never bother you 
again. This will ruin me. I’ve got a husband and four kids.” 


The three show a day plan for Sundays will continue indef or at least 
until the hot weather knocks the extra show kerblooie. The Keith 
plan of Sunday openings may also experience a change back to Monday 
if the summer weather hits the Sabbath biz. 





Of the large William Fox de luxe theatres, of 4,000 or more capacity, 
but two remain playing the presentation style of stage show with pic- 
tures. Others have reverted to yaudeville. Fox, Philadelphia, started 
the vaud-film performances this week. Brooklyn, Detroit, Academy, New 
York, and the other Fox large theatres around New York are now play- 
ing vaude. Fox’s, St. Louis and Washington are the remaining pre- 
sentation houses. 

The next new Fox house to start is at San Francisco about May.15. KH 


seats 5,000. No playing policy additionally, to pictures.yet. decided BPO 
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Union Group of A. T. A. M. Again in; 
Fired For Aggressive Campaign 








After a dormant period of several 
months, affairs within the Associa- 
tion of Theatrical Agents and Man- 
agers and the Theatrical Press Rep- 
resentatives have been stirred up 
again. That particularly applies to 
the first named organization, union- 
ized group of agents and managers. 


Monday a secret meeting of A. T. 
A. M. members was held, resulfing 
in the framing of a round robin 
letter demanding the resignation of 
Theodore Mitchell as _ president. 
About 100 members in good stand- 
ing attended. The letter is to be 
sent to others who have paid dues 
for a@iitional signatures. It is said 
the union has 600 names on its 
membership books, with around 200 
in geed = standing, Edward E. 
Pidgeem has been suggested as 
Mitchel?’s successor. 

The desire for another leader in 
the union is ascribed to inactivity, 
dating from the American Federa- 
tion of Labor convention at New 
Orleans. At that time the resolu- 
tion for formal recognition of the 
A. T. A: M. was tabled and referred 
to the Executive Committee. 

Mitchell, it is stated, has been ill 
for some time. He was active in 
forming the union. Thereafter he 
continued to hold office in the 
T. P. R. as vice-president, but was 
later asked to resign. 

The union agents and managers’ 
association started out the season 
by attempting to force recognition 
by the producing managers. Allied 
unions, such as Equity, the mu- 
sicians, stage hands and teamsters’ 
unions, were asked to “co-operate.” 
@n several instances outside of New 
York, trouble brewed when local 
unions were called on not to handle 
certain shows because the agent or 
manager with the attraction did not 
belong to the un‘on, 


Union Difficulties 


It is now known that led to a 
shcw-down in New York labor 
circles. An officer of one union 
strenuously objected to the methods 
outlined by the A. T. A. M. in seek- 
ing to embroil them in the agents’ 
fight without even consulting them. 
This man was upheld by the others. 

The producers objected to the en- 
dorsing of the agents’ union, send- 
ing a long telegram to President 
Green, at New Orleans. It was 
agreed that the producers confer 
with the A. F. L, chiefs at Wash- 
ington later. Their point appears 
to have been accepted since the 
A. T. A. M. is still minus official 
recognition. 

It is claimed that A. T. A. M. re- 
ceived a letter from Green support- 
ing the cause. The union agents 
plan to tour a number of shows 





with the idea that union labor in 
the various stands would be asked 
to support them appears to have 
come ai cropper. Reports from 
headquaters in Washington were to 
the effect that the A. F. L. should 
mot be used to capitalize private 
projects. 

The active group within the 
A. T. A. M. believe that much can 
be accomplished if the officers of 
the union are pepped up. They gee 
a way of forcing recognition from 
the producers by working through 
the teamsters’ union which has no 
agreement with the producers. It 
is hoped to win the teamsters to a 
point. where they would refuse to 
haul scenery. 

A meeting of the T.P.R. last Fri- 
day at the Buriesque Club was one 
of the most satisfactory sessions 
within a year. Reports on the new 
insurance feature and the emer- 
gency fund were read. Under a 
blanket policy each member of the 
association is insured for $500. 
There is also a sick and emergency 
fund, members being eligible to se- 
cure loans up to a certain amcunt. 

The recent T.P.R. benefit show 
netted the organization about $6,- 


* "000, the gross being a bit over $11,- 


000. 
ent. 

A nominating committee to name 
the ticket for the annual election, 
June 1, was Ollie Alger, Sam Har- 
rison, George W. Lederer, Arthur 
Levy and Richard Lambert. 


No opposition element pres- 


Beauvais Fox will probably be 
selected to succeed himself as 
president. 





Bond Replaces Harry Davis 

Upon learning that Harry Davis, 
of “Appearances,” had died in his 
sleep, Harry Bond was given the 
role. He went on after but two 
hours rehearsal. 

Bond was formerly with Shean, 


y: when Gallagher and Shean split. 


Oswald Loses $10,000 
Appeal; Angel Must Pay 


Los Angeles, April 9%. 
State Supreme Court denied ap- 
peal of George C. Oswald for re- 
hearing of suit in which judgment 
for $10,000 was entered holding him 
responsible for unpaid salaries of 
the “Mile. Magnificent” company, 
of which he was the “angel.” 
Oswald is now given until April 
15 by State Labor Commission to 
make good wage claims. 
Suit was started by the Labor 
Bureau after 86 members of the 
musical, staged at the Mason in 
1926, had filed salary demands. It 
was first instance on record on 
the coast where a tribunal took 
cognizance of trade distinctions of 
show. business. The court charac- 
terized Oswald as the “angel” of the 
musical, and said that he sought 
“to hide behind the skirts of a part- 
ner who was to receive only 10 
per cent. of the net profits if the 
show clicked.” 
Oswald is in the contracting busi- 
ness. This was his first flier in 
show biz. 





Future Plays 


Right Off the Boat” kicks off at 
the Riviera, Brooklyn, April 22, 
Fritzi Scheff starred. 

Ben Ami will produce and star in 
“The Idiot,” a new production which 
he has taken for presentation in 
Montreal. Ben Ami closed two 
weeks ago in “The Master Builder,” 
which folded up in Detroit. 

“Her Unborn Child” is reported 
opening two weeks hence at the St. 
James, Boston, Ivy Mertons in orig- 
inal role. 

“You Can Do It,” by Herbert 
and Dorothy Fields, music by 
Jimmy McHugh. Produced by Lew 
Fields in fall. 

“Jade God” in rehearsal at Prin- 
cess theatre. Ben Stein, producer; 
Walter Greenough, director. 

“Grand Street Follies,” produced 
by Paul Moss. Cast includes Albert 
Carroll, Dorothy Sands, Paula True- 
man, Otto Hulett, Mare Loebell, 
Junius Matthews, George Heller, at 
the Booth, May 1. 

“The Come-On Man,” by Herbert 
Ashton, Jr., will be produced by 
Roy Walling. Opens New Haven, 
Conn., April 18. New York pre- 
miere to be announced. 

Robert McLaughlin, of Cleveland, 
in New York putting “It’s the Cli- 
mate” into readiness for an opening 
in Cleveland April 21. After two 
weeks there it will be brought into 
the Cort, New York, May 5. Wal- 
lace Ford will be starred. Play is 
the work of John C. Brownell, sce- 
narist with Universal and _ short 
story writer. 

“Barracuda,” a new comedy by 
Daniel Jarrett, will be produced by 
John Golden next fall. Golden will 
aiso stage a new American comedy, 
“When In Rome,” by John Kirk- 
patrick. The latter opens June 10 
in Atlantic City. 

“Career,” new play produced by 
the Shuberts in New York. 

“See Saw” goes into rehearsal 
under Lew Cantor’s direction. 

“The Virgin City” will be the title 
of the new show Eddie Dowling will 
do in conjunction with David 
Belasco. 

“Mr. George,” a new all-colored 
musical, book by Henry Troy and 
Moss and Frye, score by Noble 
Sissle and Maceo Pinkard. Cast 
includes Moss and Frye, Margaret 
Sims, U. S. Thompson, Pearl Mc- 
Cormick, Prince Eket of  Ibibio, 
West Africa; Babe Brown, Henry 
Troy, Cole Brothers, Ralph Harris 
and chorus. To have prelim tryout 
at Lafayette theatre (Harlem), 
April 15. Show sponsors plan to 
bring it to Broadway for a sum- 
mer engagement. 





Cast Changes 


Eddie Tierney is now playing the 
role in Aarons and _ “Freedley’s 
“Spring Is Here” vacated by Dick 
Keene who left for the coast on a 
Fox contract. 

Evelyn Law has been added to 
“A Night in Venice,” Shubert mus- 
ical. 





Hugh Sinclair Westbound 
Hugh Sinclair, juvenile lead with 
“Serena Blandish,” goes with Fox 
talkers, through the Leo Morrison 
office. Contract for six months with 
options for three vears calls for 
him on the Coast June 1, 
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DIXIE LEE 


Now under contract to the Fox 
Studios. When playing the Zelma 
O'Neal part in “Good News,” the 
Ohio State Journal said: “Dixie 
Lee, a pert pepper-pot, goaled them. 
She has an infectious smile, two 
feet that answer to no conscience 
and an over-abundance of youthful 
energy.” 

Direction 


RALPH G. FARNUM 
1560 Broadway 








Play by Author of 20 
Books Must Be Remade 


After six weeks of outside dates, 
Joe Shea closed his new show, 
“The Devil's Mistress,” Saturday 
night at the Broad theatre, New- 
ark. All salaries paid up. 

This is the play written by H. H. 
Harper, president of the Bibliophile 
Society, author of some 20 books, 
fiction and otherwise, which will 
have to be rewritten and recast. 
Shea is producing “Sorrell and 
Sen," which Thompson Buchanan 
has adapted for the stage from the 
novel and screen form, opening 
May 15 for six weeks in Montreal 
and other Canadian points. The 
last two weeks in August it will 
play in Boston. Then a New York 
date will be set. 

Shea has signed Frank McGlynn, 
Ann Sutherland and Howard Phil- 


lips for another new show, “The 
Patriarch,” a tragedy by Boyd 
Smith, Yale professor. It will be 


presented the last week in June 
and in July in Atlantic City. 


PARIS PLAYS 


(Continued from page 3) 


sion at the Maturins. Piece is a 
comedy in three acts by Mario Du- 
liani and Jean Refroigney, produced 
by Harry Baur with Mme. France 
Ellys heading the cast. 

Story has to do with two married 
couples, old friends, who, because 
of the tip of a childhood friend, now 
a millionaire, are in a way of be- 
coming rich by speculation in a 
mine. Each couple lives beyond its 
means, vieing in seeking tke friend- 
ship of the rich man by mean 
scheming. In this sort of rivalry 
their old cordial relations are 
wrecked and in the end the dis- 
gusted millionaire casts all four of 
them off, leaving them in poverty 
worse than ever. 

One couple, however, profits from 
the experience, learning the lesson 
that happiness in each other is bet- 
ter than richs. In th supporting 
cast are Saturinin Fabrex and 
Charles Deschamps. 

The poetical drama, “Tristan et 
Iseult” did a flop, as anticipated, at 
the Theatre Sarah Bernhardt, and 
was withdrawn, In the emergency 
the management hastily revived “La 
Dame aux Camillas,” with Andre 
Brule and Madeleine Lely. 

Pomme d’Amour 


“Love Apple,” farce by C. Abadie 
and R. deCesse, fared moderately at 
the Ambigu. Piece marks the re- 
turn to the theatre of these two 
authors whose “Noveaux Riches” 
was a sensation at the Sarah Bern- 
hardt ten years ago. New play re- 
lates the adventures of a _ street 
corner singer nicknamed “Love 
Apple.” He inherits property in 
Normandy and moves there, carry- 
ing along his accordion. 

Of convivial habits, he makes 
friends among the nobility who re- 
gard him as an amusing eccentric. 
A scheming peasant, made rich by 
the war, tries to get contro] of his 
property and plots to oust him. 
However, the shrewd city vendor 
outwits him, marrying his pretty 
daughter after he has had a secret 
intrigue with a countess. George 
Biscot, picture comedian, plays the 











lead, supported by Lulu Watier. 


On Broadway's departure list are 
three run attractions, two others 
are quick flops, and two revivals 
also are out. 


“Three Cheers” 
Charles Dillingham 


presented 
at the 


by 
Globe 


takes to the road after this week, 
having played 26 weeks. Little 
doubt the attraction could extend 


into summer, but Will Rogers who 
went into cast when Fred Stone was 
injured, will leave for the coast 
soon. Was among musical leaders 
almost all the way, getting $40,000 
or more weekly. Lately dipped to 
$30,000 but last week reported 
virtual capacity. 
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THREE CHEERS 


Opened Oct. 15. On strength 
of Will Rogers Littell (Post) 
thought: “Couldn’t be better 
or funnier.” Hammond (Her- 
ald-Tribune) declared: “Hu- 
morous and enjoyable.” 

Variety (Ibee) said: “Worth 
the price” ($6.60). 








rT 





“Good Boy” presented by Arthur 
Hammerstein at the Hammerstein 
tours after playing 26 weeks also. 
Did good business for a time, with 
the average gross around $34,000. 
Eased off, however, to $25,000 for a 
time. Lately dropped under $20,000 
but made money on season. 





GOOD BOY 


Opened Sept. 6 “Good 
show,” voted Winchell (Graph- 
ic), while Mantle (News) 
echoed: “Will keep its pro- 
ducer in funds for months to 
come.” 

Variety (Abel) 


predicted: 
4 “Healthy run.” 











“Security” presented at Maxine 
Elliott's by Lee Shubert will be 
taken off Saturday. Played three 





weeks, business indicating small 
chance of landing. 
, 
SECURITY 


Opened March 29. “Even 
great skill of Margaret Anglin 
could not save play from fall- 
ing to pieces,” said Ervine 
(World). Anderson (Journal) 
rated play “a yawn.” 

Variety (Ibee) opined: “Can 
be wrapped up and laid away.” 











“The Front Page” presented by 
Jed Harris at the Times Square 
tours after a run of 35 weeks. It 
was the first hit of the season, 
averaging $22,000 or better during 
the early months. Slipped until 
recently the pace was under $10,000 
but show piled up a great profit. 





FRONT PAGE 


Opened Aug. 14 “Loud, 
rapid, coarse and unfailing en- 
tertainment,” said Atkinson 
(Times). Other scribes said 
aye to that sentiment. 

Variety (Lait) wrote: “Bar- 
ring accidents should run the 
season.” 








aA 


In addition “Paolo and Francesca” 
withdraws from the Forrest where 
it was announced for two weeks 
only. “S. S. Glencairn,” a bill of 
short O'Neill plays, revived at the 
Garrick, closed last Saturday. So 
did “Indiscretion,” which lasted a 
month at the Mansfield. 








Helen Hayes May Have to 
Play “Coquette” 3d Year 


Helen Hayes, pencilled for an- 
other year with “Coquette,” re- 
turned to New York for the Holy 
Week layoff and was informed by 
Whittaker Ray, of the Jed Harris 
office, that the show would con- 
tinue next season, 

Miss Hayes has appeared in the 
leading role for two years and said 
she was thoroughly fatigued. 
Whether she will be held to con- 
tract is up to Harris, 





Specialized Labor 


Los Angeles, April 9. 

Associated Press reports from 
Portland gave the impression that 
Henry Duffy contemplated closing 
the Duffwin there on April 6 due to 
trouble with theatrical labor unions. 

Duffy says the misunderstanding 
was with the janitor’s union alone. 
The union wanted him to employ a 
man simply to turn on radiators at 
$70 per week, 
Duffy threatened to close the 
house and it was through pressure 
brought to bear by stage hands and 
musicians that the other union fin- 





FREE-LANCE P. A’S ON 
COAST HAVE TROUBLES 


One Girl, a “Cousin,” Has 
About All the Free-Lance 
Work Cornered 


Los Angeles, April 9. 

A working agreement now exist- 
ing between a few of Hollywood's 
free-lance press agents and dra- 
matic editors of some of the local 
dailies, is making it tough for the 
general mob of free lance boys. 
Connections are tightening so 
strong that it is impossible for the 
independent p. a.’s to grab space 
with legitimate copy so long as the 
collusion exists, and without the 
connection they are unable to ac- 
quire and retain clients. 

One free lance girl, who has her 
connection welded by virtue of be- 
ing a cousin to the motion picture 
editor of one of the morning pa- 
pers here, and who also conducts 
a syndicate column, seems to have 
all the free lance work corralled. 
Clients knowing her connection will 
stick with her at any cost, and those 
wanting to get space in this col- 
umn will voluntarily beseech her 
services to get the break. 

Studio Gives In 

Added to this power, the free 
lance femme has made one of the 
largest studios on the coast, whose 
iron clad rule prohibits players or 
directors from hiring personal press 
agents, to make an exception in her 
case, which allows her to handle 
any one in this studio she may see 
fit to go after. Management of this 
studio feels it ethical to grant the 
girl this dispensation rather than 
cause any ill feeling with her 
cousin. 

There are other scribes and col- 
umnists on the dailies who work 
the press agent connection gag on 
a less obvious scale, yet there are 
a number susceptible to affecting a 
working arrangement with a buddy 
press agent whom they can trust. 
In the event an individual appeai is 
made to these writers for a break 
in their papers, they are told to 
get a good press agent to write the 
copy, and at the same time offer 
them a telephone number of a 
party. 

Condition is growing so serious 
that a number of the old time free 
lance boys are giving up their pro- 
fession for jobs where competition 
is not throttled by political factions. 

Arbitration 
$ 

John Marston was awarded two 
weeks’ salary by arbitration, the 
claim being against Richard Hern- 
don in the matter of “Gypsy,” 
which played the Klaw. It appears 
that Marston had a contract in 
which the probationary period had 
been deleted, a fact which the arbi- 
trators ruled was a virtual guaran- 
tee of two weeks’ work. The fact 
that Herndon aided the actor to an 
engagement immediately was dis- 
regarded. 

Lionel Pape was awarded three 
weeks’ salary, Charles L. Wagner 
being the loser in another arbitra- 
tion case. Pape was engaged last 
spring under a jobbing stock con- 
tract, he being among several 
players to support Ina Claire, who 
was to have appeared for Wagner in 
“The Last of Mrs. Cheney” in 
Rochester, Buffalo and Toronto, the 
general idea being a rotating stock. 
Under the rules between Equity 
and the Managers’ Protective As- 
sociation, of which Wagner is a@& 
member, no member of the Actors’ 
Fidelity League is permitted to ap- 
pear in stock. At the time Miss 
Claire was of Fidelity. Though she 
has since joined Equity, the 
stockdates were called off. 








Chorus Equity Ticket 


Organization ticket of the Chorus 
Equity Association has been com- 
pleted with the election and annual 
meeting set for May 28. Official 
ticket is as follows: Paul Dullzell, 
chiarman of the executive commit- 
tee; Catherine Huth, recording 
secretary; Maude Carleton, Eliza- 
beth Crandall, Olga Grannis, Louise 
Joyce, Valerie Petri, Allen Stevens 
and Jack Wynn, for members of 
the executive committee to serve 
for three years; Peggy Messinger 
and Gus Shilling, executive commit- 
tee members to serve for two 
years, and William J. Bailey and 
Joseph Mann, executive committee 
members to serve for one year. 
Names of other candidates for the 
offices to be filled may be written 
in on the ballot according to Doro- 
thy Bryant, general manager of 





ally withdrew its demands, 


Chorus Equity. 
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Legit Group Set for 26 Road Show 
Talkers on Current Broadway Plays: 





hi 


Sam H. Harris and William A. 
Brady are associated with the Shu- 
berts in American Sound Pictures, 
Inc., which is scheduled to start 
active production within the month 
at the old Tilford Studio on 44th 
street. Plans call for 26 road show 
pictures to be made from plays first 
done by the producers on Broadway. 
Idea is to use actors appearing in 


New York. 


German sound recording and re- 
producing devices invented by Otto 
Frank, now in New York, will 
be used by the new legit group. 
This is.described as a dual disk- 
film method. Sound on film has 
an unusual angle in that the 
sound track is photographed on 
16 mm. stock. This runs parallel 
with the picture itself with a spe- 
cial device attached to ordinary 
projector. 

Portable Device 

It is claimed that through the 
three affiliated corporations, Amer- 
ican Sound Pictures, American 
Sound Studios and American Sound 
Theatre Syndicate, the organization 
ean handle all phases from pro- 
duction and distribution on road 
show basis to wiring of houses. Re- 
producing apparatus is described as 
portable and can be installed in a 
couple of hours. 

Work of soundproofing the studio 
is now nearly complete. Jack Noble, 
formerly with M-G-M, is in charge 
of production with Shuberts, Harris 
and Brady to sit in. Studio will 
operate 24 hours a day according to 
present plans, being rented out to 
independents for three days a 
week. 

By using original casts of Broad- 
way plays with actors already up in 
the lines and business it is now fig- 
ured to finish features in two and 
a half days of actual shooting. Legit 
houses around the country are fig- 
ured amenable to 50-50 bookings 
of these canned versions in prefer- 
ence to the 70-30 terms on road 
shows with actors in the flesh. 





Sam Harris West 
Los Angeles, April 9. 
Proposed visit of Sam H. Harris 
to Hollywood is reported to be with 
a view to looking over the picture 
producing situation. 
Harris is said to be interested in 
screening many of his stage plays, 
running back as far as 20 years, 


Women in Middle of 
“Castanets” Fold Up 


Although 
Wiison P, 
“Castanets” 





it was stated when 
Tanner abandoned 
after three weeks of 
rehearsals, that all salaries had 
been paid, claims for two weeks 
were filed with Equity by Janet 
McLeay and Marie Walker. Ac- 
cording to a New York tabloid, 
Tanner, flour merchant and Metho- 
dist church worker, is said to have 
dabbled in show business under the 
name of William Powell and is 
credited with saying he is through 
with Broadway. Among the shows 
he is reported backing are “Revolt,” 
“The Shelf” and “Speakeasy,” all 
flops. 

_ John Russell, who wrote “Casta- 
Nets,” has filed a claim against 
Tanner with the Dramatists Guild, 
alleging breach of contract. Rus- 
sell averg an attempt was made to 


‘Slash the script at the order of 


Tanner. 

The author claims that Mary 
Hildreth objected to some of the 
dialog and that the angel ordered 
eight pages deleted. When Russell 
refused the show was called off, 

Miss McLeay was tke author's 
choice for the lead, she being re- 
Placed in favor of Miss Hildreth. 
The claims of Miss McLeay and 
Miss Walker depend on the ruling 
of arbitrators whether they did or 
did not rehearse seven days. The 
backer claims the reading of the 
script the first day should not be 
included. 





. 
Lyric’s Next Tenant 

The future of the Lyric in West 
42nd street may be decided within 
a few days. It may become a 
sound talker house or a Mutual 
burlesque spoke. 

The latter is under consideration 
by the Lyric operator, D. Oppen- 
heimer and I. H. Herk for the 
wheel, 

The house is dark except on Sun- 
day nights, when Victor Chenin ap- 
Pears there as a lone concert card 





Maude Fealy Finds Out 
J. E. Cort Has Divorce 


Chicago, April 9. 

Causing her husband, John E. 
Cort, to be arrested on a writ of 
ne exeat charging desertion, Maude 
Fealy, 20 years ago known as the 
youngest leading lady in the coun- 
try and who is new playing bits 
at the National stock theatre, be- 
sides working on the _ technical 
staff, discovered Cort had secured 
a divorce two years ago in San 
Francisco, He has had a child by 





; another marriage. 


Cort is the son of John Cort, the- 
atre owner and producer and is 
managing the Isadora Duncan 
dancers. In 1923 he secured a di- 
vorce from Miss Fealy on a charge 
of desertion in Connecticut. The 
court later set aside the decree on 
petition of Miss Fealy. Her attor- 
ney, Phil R. Davis, is now seeking 
to have the later ’Frisco decree set 
aside on charges that Cort did not 
live up to the California law pro- 
viding that the defendant must be 
notified at her last known address. 
Meanwhile Davis has filed a suit for 
divorce against Cort for Miss 
Fealy, also charging desertion. 

Marriage was in 1920 and separa- 
tion shortly afterward. 





Amateur and Territory 
Rights in Date Clash 


Los Angeles, April 9. 

At about same time that O. D. 
Woodward bought the Pacific coast 
rights for “The High Road,” which 
is to be opening attraction at 
Hollywood Music Box April 13 un- 
der Woodward management, the 
Pasadena Community Players sc- 
cured the amateur rights for the 
play. 

They had begun rehearsals and 
were preparing to. produce it at 
about same time as the scheduled 
Woodward opening, but finally 
agreed to abandon their plans until 
after the professional production. 

Woodward's opening of “The 
High Road” was set back a week 
through the scenic production, com- 
ing from New York, being sent to 
San Francisco instead of here, 
through error. Helen Ware is to 
play the lead. 


Millicent Stood for 
“Wealthy” Marriage Pipe 


Buffalo, April 9. 

When Millicent Bancroft of the 
“Houseboat on the Styx” arrived 
home for a few days’ vacation, she 
was besieged with reporters rela- 
tive to her New York-announced 
betrotha! to William L. Kasting, 
wealthy Buffalo florist. 

Miss Bancroft admitted the story 
was a pipe for local consumption 
and had been permitted by her to 
be used by the show’s press agent 
for publicity purposes. 

Kasting’s reaction, while evident, 
was not reported. 








Test Disks as Entree 


Los Angeles, April 9. 

Propaganda on shortage of talent 
for talking pictures has fired screen 
aspirants in all parts of the country. 
This is evidenced by receipt of 
countless letters from applicants 
who implore studio executives for 
chance. 

Some go so far as to back up 
their claims to talent by sending 
records of their voice. Records are 
returned with a standard form of 
rejection. 





BRICKERT’S TALKING COURSE 


Cleveland, April 9. 

Course in talking pictures is new 
local stunt to be introduced in Sep- 
tember by Ohio School of Stage 
Art, headed by Carlton Brickert, 
stage actor. 

3rickert is to give instruction. 
Course will be under direction of 
George Fox, local veteran actor and 
director. 





Mary Eaton In “Glorifying” 
Mary Eaton will do another pic- 
ture in the east for Paramount be- 
fore leaving for the coast to work 
in that company’s Pacific studio on 
a third film. 
Miss Eaton is due for a role in 
“Glorifying the American Girl” 


ly 














Keith’s will receive $6,000 
weekly as rent for the New 
York Hippodrome from Morris 
Gest. The rental period is for 
about 10 weeks, covering the 
summer time, the Hip’s most 
troublesome gross days for its 
pop price Keith vaudfilm bills. 

With its rental guaranteed 
the Hip for the first time un- 
der the Keith operation will 
show a profit in the hot term. 

Gest is taking the Hip for 
‘vgma ere productions. 


Bohnen Must Stay West 
For Warner Talkers 


The first contract providing that 
a Metropolitan opera star reside 
during its period in Hollywood has 
been secured by the Warners with 
Michael Bohnen. The latter and 
his wife, Mary Lewis, who has 
made shorts in the east for the 
brothers, leave for the west April 18. 

Bohnen and his wife will be the 
first of the biz singers to be 
starred in feature lengths. It is 
gathered at the Warner home office 
that one of these will be “Johnny 
Spielauf,” in which Bohnen sings 
the lead in the stage version. 

Under the contract Bohnen lives 
in the west for the next three years 
with provisions that he may be re- 
tained by the Metropolitan in a 
guest capacity, calling for several 
appearances here next season. 

Of the number of opera stars 
Warners have had under contract 
for over a year only their work in 
the east has been required. These 
have appeared chiefly in talking 
shorts. The introduction of oper- 
atic features necessitate Hollywood 
facilities and, it is understood, oth- 
ers are to follow the Bohnens 
westward within the next few 
months, 


Equity Again Trying 


Frank Gillmore, president of 
Equity, is due here April 11 to con- 
fer with Charles Miller, coast rep- 
resentative, and the Los Angeles 
Equity council. , 

Negotiations are to be reopened 
with the film producers for recog- 
nition of Equity. 























STUBBORN ANGEL 


No matter how the b. o, behaves, 
“Appearances” will stay at the 
Hudson for five weeks, by decision 
of its backer, C. Mischel Picard, 
who operates a factory in Spring- 
field, Mass., and is the husband of 
Leota Lane, formerly of the Lane 
Sisters in “Greenwich Village Fol- 
lies.” 





CARRILLO IN FOUR TALKERS 
Los Angeles, April 9. 


Leo Carrillo is to make four fea- 
tures for Tiffany-Stah] starting 
August 1, 





CHOOS SHOW CLOSING 


“Hello Yourself,” the George 
Choos show with Waring’s Pennsyl- 
vanians, will close its season June 1 
in Boston. 





First In Four Months 
Schenectady, April 9. 
The first road show to come here 
in four months will be at the 
Wedgeway April 16. It is George 
Wintz’ “Rio Rita.” 





Ruth Harding, P. A. 


Ruth Harding, who played leads, 
is now press agenting. Miss Hard- 
ing is connected with George Hol- 
land, general press representative 
for Eddie Dowling, with offices in 
the Sam Harris bidg. 





Cantor’s Full Length Talker 


Lew Hearn, not Sam Hearn, will 
appear with Eddie Cantor in the 
latter’s Paramount full length 
talker, “Mister Broadway.” 

Work starts this month in the 
Astor studios, 





Helen Shepard Leaves 


Helen Shepard, who last appeared 
in “Present Arms,” left for Holly- 
wood, Cal., last week to appear in 
Fox talkers. 


| 
$6,000 Weekly for Hip. | 


| 


| company 


Young Wall St. Operator 


ARMSTRONG ON PAROLE 


Stock Mgr. and Hotel Man Have 
Served Half of Assault Sentence 








Altoona, 
Rufus Armstrong, 
manager, who was sent to the Rock- 
view penitentiary by a local court 
July 7, 1927, after conviction of an 
almost fatal attack on the night 
clerk of the hotel at which the stock 
was located, will be re- 
leased on parole next Wednesday 
with half of his sentence completed. 
Harry H. Hart, proprietor of the 
hotel in which the attack occurred, 
will be released from Rockview to- 
morrow. Both began their terms 
at the same time. 
Dr. W. P. Harlos, local physician, 
was also convicted of an equal part 
in the assault when the case was 
tried in the Blair county courts. All 
three defendants planned appeals 
but Hart and Armstrong failed to 


Pa., April 9. 
stock company 


file papers within the prescribed 
time. Harlos was acquitted in his 
re-trial, 

All principals in the case have 


maintained their innocence. 


Chancing It Uptown 





A new Isotta Franschini limousine 
parked for the past two weeks in 
front of the Sam Harris building in 
42nd street brought to light another 
prospective luminary in the produc- 
ing field. 

Owner of the car is Robert Lee 
Harrison, 28, Wall Street operator, 
who in the past three years has hit 
for five million. Harrison has a yen 
for Broadway and has taken a 
luxurious office, spending $8,000 for 
decorating his private room. 

Interviewed as to his probable 
course in the producing line, young 
Harrison was more than interested 
in showing diamond brooches and 
other valuable gems, which he 
makes a hobby of collecting. He 
said he is not yet prepared to an- 
nounce any definite Broadway 
move. A ticker installed in his of- 
fice occupies most of his time just 
now, he indicated. 

All business is referred to Henry 
Dowling, brother of Eddie Dowling, 
office manager. Others in his em- 
ploy are Charles Ashley, the stage 
director, whom he calls his secre- 
tary, and Mike Callahan, captain 
last year of the Princeton football 
team, 

Although approached by scores 
of angel-hunting grifters, Harrison 
has kissed them all loose, and relies 
on George Holland’s advice for his 
future ventures. 


J. C. Nugent With Metro 


J. C, Nugent, with every variety 
of talent the stage show business 
knows stored in his mental attic, 
left last night (Tuesday) on his 
way to the Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 








studio at Hollywood. 
Nugent is under a six months’ 


agreement with the usual options 
for two years’. thereafter, His 
studios duties primarily are listed 
ers. 


Colony and Legit 

Universal doesn’t feel so sure 
that Earl Carroll is going to take 
the Colony for his “Vanities.” To 
U it’s simply a problem of money 
and time. 

Not long ago Universal got an es- 
timate on what it would cost to 
knock out the back wall and give 
the theatre a 60-foot stage, add 
new grid work and 24 dressing 
rooms. Two architects submitted 
figures reading $240,000 and $285,- 
000, with each agreeing it would 
take almost a year to renovate. 


CHICAGO’S REP. HOUSE 


Chicago, April 9. 
Chicago now has a Civic Reper- 
tory theatre, an outgrowth of the 
Drama Honse of Chicago. 
Brace M. Conning, founder of the 
Drama House, remains as director 
of the new company. 











Bunston in Pictures 

Horace Liveright released Her- 
bert Bunston from “Dracula” which 
opened in Chicago last week. 
Bunston had a six months’ contract 
with M-G-M. 

Grant Stewart jumped 
role. 


into the 


Musical Displaces Drama 





| in 





11 LEGIT SITES 


PLAYING FILMS 
BY MAY 7 


No Show on B’way—Total 
May Reach 16 by Sum- 
mer—12 $2 Pictures 





By May 7 there whl be 11 legit 
theatres in Times Square present- 
ing pictures at $2 top. Before the 
summer is spent there may be 16, 
picture producers being hot after 
houses, particularly those which 
have been devoted to legit. 

Early May will find not a single 
legit attraction directly on Broad- 
way between 42d and 53d streets, 
For the past four or five years 
there have been few shows spotted 
theatres actually fronting on 
Broadway, also that most of the 
legit houses are located on the east 
and west streets bisecting the Main 
Stem. There are but six legit houses 
actually entrancing from Broadway 
within these blocks, 

Legit houses which are currently 
showing $2 pictures are: Astor, 
Gaiety, Harris, Central, Winter 
Garden, Criterion and 44th Street, 
Next week the Globe and Selwyn 
go over to that policy and to follow 
are the Apollo and Cohan. Added 
to this group is the Embassy. All 
wired for talkers. 

Other legit houses lined up for 
$2 pictures are the Carroll (under 


lease to the Warners), Liberty, 
Hammerstein and probably Er- 
langer’s. These houses, too, are exe 


pected to be wired shortly, equip- 
ment being ordered for two already, 





Leona Newell’s Hick Town 





Cleveland, April 9. 

“A hick town man is always & 
hick town man, even if his papa is 
a muiti-millionaire.” That was the 
alibi ponied up by Leona Newell 
Harrison, 21-year-old Broadway 
show girl, who quit her Canton 
(O.) hubby cold and grabbed a rate 
tler for New York to take a job in 
a Shubert show. 

In retaliation her “hick” husband, 
William R. Harrison, son of Frank 
S. Harrison, president of the Can- 
ton Spun Steel Corp., filed suit for 
divorce, In the affidavit he charged, 
among other things, that she was 
a very poor housekeeper and hinted 
at indiscretions which he disliked 
to reveale in court, 
to reveal in court. 
surprise to Leona, who was all set 
for a money settlement or a recon- 
ciliation, providing it could be ar- 
ranged on a sound financial basis, 
According to her Canton attorney, 
she is still open for a deal. 

Previously to her trouble, Leona 
declared she was all washed up 
with housekeeping. Claimed also 
that she never had enough money, 
although her friends say she would 
buy clothes without her husband’s 
consent. A short time before Le- 
ona left Canton she joined a stock 
company playing a local house 
there and worked a week as a fill- 
in for $10, later working in a de- 
partment store. 

Harrison refused to reply to the 
“hick town” charges and other 
.nasty things Leona said about the 
boy she left a show to marry. 





SHUBERTS’ KEITH’S, WASH. 


Washington, April 9. 
With government shortly to oust 
the Shuberts from Poli’s theatre, 
the theatrical firm has closed a 
tentative deal with R-K-O for the 
former two-a-day (Keith's) house 
here. 





Another “Brothers” 
Los Angeles, April 9. 

Paramount has purchased “Broth- 
ers,” 
cently shown at a Writers’ Club 
gambol. It will be made as a two 
reel talker. 

Show using the same title is now 
current on Broadway. 


Guild’s 10th Birthday 








Denver, April 9. 





Musical steck has chased the dra- 
matie out of the Denham. “Rose 





Marie” was at the house last week. 


Sunday, April 14, at the Guild 
| theatre, New York, the Theatre 
| Guild will hold. a 10th birthday 
party. 


} Invitation. 





Husband After Divorce. b ¥ 


a playlet by Edwin Burke, res, 
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MR. HORACE LIVERIGHT CONGRATULATES PARAMOUNT-FAMOUS-LASKY, 


ON ITS PURCHASE OF THE GREAT SHOW-GAME NOVEL 





From coast to coast 
the critics applaud 
Applause——— 


= 


“From dedication to the very 
last page, a true and poignant 
story of the show world.” 


—N, VY. Times. 
‘ent 


“Realistic, captivating. alive.” 


—Boston Transcript. 
om 


“If you’re looking for a good 
Stage story, you have found one 
in Applause.” 


—Springfield Register. 
iad 


“One of the two of the season’s 
most readable stories.” 


—Toledo Times. 
ran 


“A story of unustial interest, 
which will be remembered a long, 
long time.” 


—Sitoux City Leader. 


The Biggest Thing in Life Is APPLAUSE—You Can Get “APPLAUSE” at All Bookstores for $2 


BETH BROWN 


—____-_- Author of ———— And — for once — 
showfolk will believe 


BALLYHOO the critics————_ 
(A Metro 1929 Production) 


—_ 
MISTER BROADWAY “One of the really fine works 
(Production Pending ) on show business. Cruelly accu- 


rate. Showfolk will enjoy Ap- 
plause.” 


RED VELVET —Variety. 
(A Gotham Production ) ae 


LIT TLE GIRL BLUE “Destined to find a high place 


in the small library of authentic 


(A Doubleday Novel) stories of the stage.” 


—f it’ $. 


and — 


LADY FINGERS “Nobody but a trouper could 
have written Applause.” 


JAZZBO —Atlanta American, 
DANCE HALL —s 
GAY GIRL “You'll relish Applause.” 


—Camden Post. 


SECOND-HAND LOVE 


a 


THE LITTLE COMEDIAN 
A LADY IN LOVE “The swellest story of: the 


theatre that I have ever read.” 


Etc., Etc. —N. Y. American, 
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Literati 





“Dr.” Rockwell’s Mag 

“pr.” Rockwell is a humorist. He 
may prefer and many may call him 
a comedian. He’s of the stage now 
in a Shubert musical comedy after 
getting a tough but steady start in 
yaudevilie. 

“n vaudeville he was a humorist, 
but called a comedian, first attract- 
ing attention when appearing with 
a straight man in the team of Rock- 
well and Wood. Later Rockwell af- 
fixed the Doc and did a single turn, 
monolog. In that act he talked hu- 
morously to the audience while 
seated in a large arm chair. That’s 
what sent the funny guy into mu- 
sical comedy. 

Now Mr. Rockwell is otherwise 
attesting he is a humorist..Through 
a monthly magazine called Dr. 
Rockwell's Mustard Plaster. It’s a 
6x8 and of 36 pages. It’s all kid- 
ding and all written evidently by 
one man. If not George Rockwell, 
then some other fellow, but the 
odds are it’s George, for he writes 
the way he talks, Either way is 
funny. 

Starting this mag as a gag plug 
exp‘oiter for himself, it now sells 
at 25c per, with a $2 yearly sub- 
scrintion rate. It’s worth much 
more. That kid’s a humorist who 
ranks high as such and as high on 
the stage. It’s doubtful if there is 
another comedy magazine anywhere 
of its size entirely composed by one 
person, 

There is but one criticism of Mr. 
Rockwell's laugh output in print; 
its type is frequently too small— 
perhaps to hold down the number 
of pages. Mr. Rockwell may learn 
as a publisher that some matter 
can hold over until the following 
issue. His mag will be just as en- 
joyable with less matter in larger 
type. 

And his story on “Insanity” in 
the April number could keep any 
monogist on the Sun time for a re- 
turn date with nothing else. 





Winchell With N. Y. Journal 


Walter Winchell has entered into 
a contract with Hearst’s New York 
Evening Journal to join its staff 
as columnist and dramatic reviewer 
on May 19, 1931. His salary will 
be $500 weekly, with 50 per cent. 
of the gross return of the Winchell 
column syndication. 

Winchell’s agreement with Mac- 
fadden’s New York Evening 
Graphic expires May 18, 1931. Bill 
Curley, acting for Hearst and the 
Journal, induced Walter to enter 
into the contract, giving the col- 
umnist a bonus for signing, even 
though the starting date does sound 
some distance away. 

It is no secret among the Broad- 
way bunch that Winchell is un- 
happy on the Graphic, having been 
driven to extreme nervousness at 
times by some of the staff on that 
sheet. Their annoying reason ap- 
pears to be that Winchell on the 
Graphic is paid more than they are. 

It is also equally well known on 
Broadway and elsewhere that with- 
out Winchell the Graphic’s circu- 
lation, if it had ever reached this 
day otherwise, would be sworn to 
in near ciphers. 





New L. A. Press Club 

Los Angeles Press Club, with in- 
itial membership of 100 active news- 
paper workers, has been organized 
as a protest against alleged racket- 
eering methods of Hollywood Press 
Club, with which many of the 
acribes have been affiliated. Edi- 
torial men from five of the six Los 
Angeles dailies (Times did not co- 
operate) are included in the mem- 
bership which is expected to reach 
about 300 by end of April. Club 
rooms are being opened in Alex- 
andria Hotel. First officers are 
Walter Merrick, Daily News, presi- 
dent; Mike Schindler, Express, vice- 
President; Don Roberts, The Record, 
secretary-treasurer. 

Initiation fees are $5 with quar- 
terly dues of $3. Operating ex- 
Pense figured at around $500 a 
month, with plans laid to take care 
ef deficiency by an annual press 
€lub show. . 

Hollywood Press Club, in exist- 
@nce for some years, has been a 
misnomer, assert the downtown 
mMewspaper boys. They allege the 
Hollywood outfit has admitted so 
many outsiders to membership that 
the newspaper men have had no 
Voice in running affairs. Further- 
more, the Los Angeles scribes as- 
sert, panhandling methods were 
adopted to raise funds. Solicita- 
tions for financial assistance are 
Baid to have been made even from 
men who could not afford to con- 
tribute, and it was through @isgust 


with these tactics that steps were 
laid to organize the downtown club. 
Only active newspaper men will be 
admitted to mw bership, and they 
must be regularly employed on daily 


newspapers admitted to second 
class privileges in Los Angeles 
county. 

Although “Times” men not in- 


cluded in the membership at organi- 
zation, general feeling is that they 
will fall in line and play an active 
part. 

Papers represented in the club are 
“Examiher,” “Herald,” “Daily News,” 
“Express” and “Reccrd.” 





“Well” Trial Held 

Charged with publishing an in- 
decent book, the firm of Covici- 
Friede, Inc., 79 West 45th street, 
and Donald Friede, vice-president, 
were tried in Special Sessions 
Monday. After taking the testi- 
mony of John S. Sumner, head of 
the Vice Society, the justices re- 
served decision until April 19. 
Meanwhile the District Attorney 
and counsel for the defense must 
submit Driefs. 

The defendants are charged with 
publishing and distributing “The 
Well of Loneliness,” a novel by 
Radclyffe Hall, an English writer. 
The book has been banned in Eng- 
land. Sumner said he had caused 
the arrest of Friede and the cor- 
poration on Dec. 17, after he had 
purchased the book for $5. 

Counsel f.. the defense gave the 
justices each a copy of the novel for 
them to use their own judgment as 
to its morality. 





Binyon’s College Story 

One of those Swanson checks has 
gone to Claude Binyon, of Variety’s 
Chicago staff. Young Binyon, who 
of late has lost 40 pounds without 
worry, shame or disgust, wrote 
“Actors Sleep Late.” College Humor 
for May has it. 

The story is of those in show 
business who passed through or 
came from college. Swanson’s main 
reason for buying the story may 
have been in the relation of its sub- 
ject matter to the monthly’s title. 





; Cartoonists’ Annual 

Second annual Cartoonists’ night 
will be held at the Newspaper Club 
next Saturday with all events on 
the program being kept under cover. 


Committee in charge consists of 
Charley Macauley, Bill Steinke, 
Tony Sarg, Ed Randall, Windsor 


McKay, Tom Powers, Gene Bisbee, 
Tommy Tucker, George Finley and 
Clare Angell. 

Affair starts with dinner and con- 
tinues to dawn. 





Dunne Succeeds Holmesdale 

Jeffrey Holmesdale, who has a 
British title in his own right, has 
left the morning World’s dramatic 
staff and is going back to Eng- 
land for a spell. He has been 
succeeded by Peter Dunne, son of 
the former widely read humorist, 
Peter Finely Dunne. Holmesdale 
intends returning here but will 
probably be identified with another 
daily. 





“Solving” Dot King’s Murder 

The Dot King murder case has 
been glorified as ‘““‘The King Murder” 
(although the first name of the show 
girl character here is Miriam) in 
Dutton’s prize mystery story for 
April. Charles Reed Jones, author 
of “Getting Into the Movies,” wrote 
it. There is no attempt at secrecy 
made in linking the novel’s crime 
“solution” with that of the possible 
explanation of the real Dot King’s 
fate. 





Daily News’ Change Over 

Harvey Duell, managing editor of 
the Daily News, believes in fresh- 
ening up the copy in his paper. He 
has sent all rewrite men on the 
street and called in the regular re- 
porters as rewriters. Thus Gil 
Parker, Carl Winston and Tom 
Cassidy are chasing fires and crime; 
while Red Dolan, Bob Conway and 
George Kenney are getting the 
Underwood injections, 





Pulitzer Steps Down 
Walter Lippman, who has had 
charge of the New York World’s 
ecitorial page for ten years, last 
week became editor of the paper, 
succeeding Ralph Pulitzer, who has 
served in that capacity for the last 
five yearg. Pulitzer will continue as 
president of the Press Publishing 

Co., publishers of the World. 





Story of Equity 
“The Revolt of ths Actors” wili 





be the title of the book published 
moxt September by Willlam Morrow 





: 
Metropolitan Circulation 


Following are the circulation 
figures for metropolitan dailies 
as of April compared with Oct. 
1, last, date of Post Office re- 
turns. Figures for the turf 
publications reflect difference 
when the horses are south; 
while gains of financial pub- 
lications doubtless are _ in- 
fluenced by extraordinary 
spread of public interest in 
stock speculation. 


Apr.1,’°9 Oct.1,’28 
453,819 432,440 





Delly Mirror..... 


Daily News...... 1,273,916 1,224.243 
News KRecord...., 12,896 13,127 
Racing Form..... 18,404 23,484 
Running Horse... 16,388 ad 
Eve. World..... . 305,738 292,392 
Morn. World..... 5,585 368,090 
Exhib Rev. (films) 5,785 4,164 
Film Daily....... 5,365 5,350 
Journal of Com... 24,096 23,920 
Morning Tele. 

— . eee - 84,328 42,851 
American ...... 341,658 
Eve. Graphie..... 351,389 295,645 
Eve. Journal..... 634,483 635,401 
Ve. WOES. .cccce - 105,580 89,2 
Herald Trib. .... 843,367 323,913 
Telegram ee cece 5,4 235,578 
a seeeee 482,413 459,800 
Mn 60% ceeeanes eee 309,389 285,464 
Wall St. Jour...., 45,209 39,381 
Women’s Wear... 30,736 30,244 





* Figures too late in compiling to 
be available on Variety’s publica- 
tion date. 











& Co., which will embrace the his- 
tory of the Actors’ Equity Asso- 
ciation against the background of 
the legitimate theatre, spanning a 
period of 30 years. 

Alfred Harding, of the Equity 
staff, is the author and has been 
compiling his book for the past two 
years. 





11-Mag. Group 

MacKinnon-Fly . Publishing Co. 
now has 11 magazines in its string, 
rating it as one of the largest mer- 
ger groups in the field. B. A. Mac- 
Kinnon.and 8S, K. Fly were already 
publishing Screen Book, Plain Talk, 
Complete Novel and Complete De- 
tective Novel, when they took over 
seven of the bankrupt Experimenter 
Publishing Co.’s periodicals: Radio 
News, Science and Invention, Amaz- 
ing Stories, Your Body, Radio Lis- 
teners Guide and Call Book, Aero 
Mechanics and How to Make It. 

In purchasing the Experiment 
Co.’s_ string the MacK-F group 
guaranteed all creditors’ claims. 





Authors and Suits 

Authors’ contracts with the pic- 
ture studios carry a clause which 
states that in case of a plagarism 
suit the writer, not the studio, must 
take the slap. That’s apropos of 
nothing in particular except that 
some time ago a writer donated a 
script to one of the big film com- 
panies which paid $7,500 for the 
story. When the picture was finally 
ready, title, characters and plot had 
been completely changed. Upon re- 
lease it caught a plagarism action, 
so when the studio dove into the 
files for the original script it dis- 
covered the company would have to 
defend the suit, not the author. 

Twist is that the studio will now 
make the yarn the writer submitted 
in the first place. 





in Arrears 
List of delinquent members as of 
April 1 posted on the bulietin board 
of the Newspaper Club, New \tLork, 
shows 150 members in arrears $4,- 
006. Cornelius Vanderonilt, Jr., heads 
the list with a debit of $99. 


Macy’s “Show” Ad 

Macy’s department store yester- 
day headed its advertisement in the 
New York Daily News: 

“You can always get plenty of 
seats for a poor show. 

“Better the last row of a Broad- 
way hit than two-on-the-aisle of a 
Broadway flop. So speaks smart 
New York. Because in New York 
as well as everywhere else, crowds 
connote success,” etc, 





Move for Detect Fiction 
Detective short stories greatly in 
demand now, with prices going up. 
Detective Fiction Weekly, one of the 
Munsey publications, has raised its 
rates of payment, and others of the 
same type are also paying more. 





Chris Morley in Soft 
Christopher Morley was offered 
the post of dramatic critic by the 
morning World, vacated by St. John 
Ervine. Morley turned it down. He 
should worry with “After Dark” 
and “The Black Crook” in Hoboken. 





Anita Loos Recovering 
Anita Loos is recuperating follow- 
ing an appendicitis operation. 
She is in the New York Hospital, 
where she expects to remain an- 
other week, 
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SWAFFER IN BERLIN 


By Hannen Swaffer 








London, March 28. 
I am told that it all began over the Bernard Shaw talkie. 
William’ Fox wanted Shaw. Bill Hutton, his London publicity man, 
got him. Shaw refused to take a fee, and then somebody in the Fox 


| firm refused to pay the $300 that Hutton had promised certain people in 


Fleet street who had helped him to get Shaw. So, Hutton tells me, he 
walked out of the office and started a talkie firm on his own. 

He wen to Count Anthony de Bosdari, whom he knew to be a live 
wire, beside being a gay young spark, and Tony said, “Well, first we 
must get a talkie machine.” So it began. 





The Corner in German Talkies 

Weeks passed, and then, when I went to Berlin to lecture in the Prus- 
sian Parliament House, I arrived in the Adlon hotel and found Tony de 
Bosdari in the hall, smiling through an expression of pain and suffering. 
Near him, was Bill Hutton looking limp. They were nearing the end 
of the biggest deal in Tony's life, they said. 

Then I began to notice worried looking Germans standing in pairs, 
whispering in corners, hiding all over the place, rushing to the telephone, 
and then going back into a private room. They were the guys. 

Tony, it seemed, had nearly cornered the whole German talkie indus- 
try. 

“It'll be over in 10 minutes,” they said to me. 


“It has been going 
on for 11 weeks already.” 





The Ultimatum to Fox 


The 10 minutes lasted all day and then, late at night, the cables 
began to work, and a message was sent to William Fox, they tell me, 
telling him that he did not own the European rights he thought he did, 
and what was he going to do about it. 

One German firm, called Tobis, owned 432 talkie patents. Siemens, 
who have 140,000 employees, all working on electrical inventions, had 
scores of others, and the A.E.G., the other great German electrical firm, 
own lots more. 

All three firms had been working singly for years, and growling at 
each other. Tony, who had merely gone to Berlin to buys the British 
rights of certain talkie patents, saw his chance and lined all the firms 
up. Milton Diamond, who had gone from New York, joined him. 

Money was found by* Diamond's backers and certain Continental 
bankers, and de Bosdari had built up a combination which, he declared, 
would make Europe the sound film centre of the world. 





We Want a Winnie Sheehan 2 

Yes, I know. The trouble is, of course, that in England, so far, the 
picture business has been a matter of “finance.” 

I invented a film quota in 1918, which is pushed on one side by North- 
cliffe, jealous because he did not invent it. Then, nine years are wasted, 
even when I have spent lots of my own money making Dominion premiers 
agree to get it through. 

Then, when, nine years late, the Film Quota Bill is passed, all that 
happens is financiers get money from the public. 

I have been asked to see several British talkie inventions. Usually, 
they have been merely schemes to get money from the public. <i 

Now I do hope young Bosdari wil seize his chance this time. He has 
brains, he has great patience and he has extraordinary charm, The 
British talkie industry wants a showman. We have no Winfield Shee- 
hans, for instance. We footle about, and peddle. 

Now and then, a theatre man condescends to enter the business and 
then finds he cannot do it and gets out again. That is all. It is so silly. 





Abe Lyman’s New Saxophone 

I was glad to be in Berlin, though, while all this fuss was going on, 
I saw Abe Lyman rushing back to Paris from Warsaw, where, he said, 
he had been to buy a trumpet-saxophone, I promised to take the 
story seriously. 

A. H. Woods was staying at another hotel with Irving Marks, of course, 
but I did not see him. There were Yanks scattered about all over the 
place. 

Anne Nichols will be pleased to know that “Abie’s Irish Rose” was - 
running under a German title which meant “Three Times Married,” 
“What Price Glory” was being produced with American oaths, 





The Same Dear Old Fritzi 

Poor Germany is reviving its old musical shows, one after the other, 
and has still got the same dear old Fritzi Massary, “Merry Widow” and 
all, under the same name but with a new plot— negroes, futurist scenery 
and the same reverent audience. Erik Charell, who used to be with 
Reinhardt, is producing these old shows in a new way; Professor Ernst 
Stern, who did the costumes for “The Miracle” does his designs, 

There is no jazz about the theatre, though. That is restricted to a 
little night club noise. The orchestras play waltzes and decent music. 

I will tell you more about Rerlin next week, 





Cochran’s New Revue 

The new Cochran revue is not as good as Noel Coward’s. It has what 
I call bone music—that is, the skeleton of a melody rattled out by some 
sophisticated negro on a piano, which, apparently, contains no tune. All 
sorts of people, who seem to be in what is called “Society,” nowadays, 
have contributed odds and ends. ‘ 

It struck me as rather like that—the kind of charades that would be 
invented by co-eds who had been reading Freud and Jung. 

I am afraid I rather despised the old Pavilion, when they had red- 
nosed comics there. “Wake Up and Dream,” as Cochran calls it, has 
the same kind of vulgar humor, but I think it was more pardonable when 
red-nosed comedians did it. 

Still, in an age when even in real life a woman can dress up as a 
man and get away with it, I never know what is guing to happen. 





Sonnie Hale Roasts Me 

I thought one of the best pavts of the show was Sonnie Hale’s im- 
personation of me. After all, he is much shorter than Iam. He has a 
much rounder face, and he was very nervous about it. Yet his make-up 
was perfect. 

I gave him an old hat of mine—that means the only one I had—but 
even then the old clothes he found himself looked still truer to life. He 
had covered them with cigar ash, got some real baggy trousers, and made, 
me look so disreputable that I knew it was mercilessly true. 

“Are you a critic?” says Mrs. Siddons to me, in this scene. 

“I am a journalist,” I reply. 

“What is journalism?” she asks, ¥ 

“Hannen Swaffer,” is my two-word answer. , 

I do not think it funny. I merely think it true. People will be writing 
soon, “This is a lamp-post,” in the streets, so that the dogs will know, 





London’s New “I” Man 


All this reminds me that Trevor Wignall, who you know on your side, 
is in the same trouble you put mein. He has just started a sports fea- 
ture on one of the pepers for which I work, and a reader has written 
in to complain that, in one column, the other day, he had 39 “I's.” 

“Why does he wear glasses?” asked this reader. “He’s got enough 
‘T’s’ already.” 

I hope this “T”’ 
ginning of wisdom, 


stuff will spread. Annoying the public is the bée+ 
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Shows in N. Y. 





and Comment. 





mediocrity or loss. The variance 
house capacities with the varying 


piay is also considered. 





Figures estimatec and comment point to some attractions being 
successful, while the same gross accredited to others might suggest 


with consequent difference in necessary gross of profit. 
in business necessary for musical attraction as against dramatic 


Classification of attraction, house capacity and top prices of the 
admission scale given below. Key to classification: 
D (drama): ® (revue); M (musical comedy); F (farce); O (operetta). 


is explained in the difference in 
overhead. Alsc the size of cast, 
Variance 


C (comedy); 








Admission tax applies on tickets over $3. 


“A Most Immoral Lady,” Cort (20th 
week) (CD-1,094-$3). Leaders did 
very well Easter week; extra per- 
formance accounted for records 
in some cases; others failed to 
benefit; “Lady” leaves after week; 
no successor named as yet. 

“Appearances,” Hudson (2nd week) 
(CD-1,094-$3). Second showing 
for indicated lightweight; first 
week estimated around $3,000. 

“Blackbirds,” Eltinge (49th week) 
(R-892-$3). Colored revue con- 
tinues clean-up; eased up some- 
what lately, but away out in front 
and last week over $17,500. 

“Bird in Hand,” Booth (C-708-$3). 
Opened middle of last week, with 
critics somewhat divided in com- 
ment on Drinkwater play with all- 
British cast; objection mostly 
touched on length of perform- 
ances. 

“Brothers,” 48th St. 
(CD-960-$3). $12,000 last week. 
added matinee aiding; good 
chance of lasting into summer, 

“Caprice,” Guild (15th week) (C- 
914-$3). Heid pace nicely, again 
grossing $21,000 in nine perform- 
ances; extra matinee will be 
dropped this week at request of 
leads. 

“Conflict,” Fulton (5th week) (CD- 
914-$3). Resumed after Holy 
Week lay-off; script revised, 
«with result in doubt; estimated 
under $5,000. 

“Courage,” Ritz (28th week) (CD- 
945-$3.85). Consistent money- 
maker; last week around $13,000; 
extra matinee. 

“Fioretta,” Earl Carroll (10th week) 
(M-968-$7.70). Easter week best 
draw in some time; takings 
claimed to have bettered $37,000. 


“Follow Thru,” Chanin’s 46th St. 
(14th week) (M-1,413-$5.50). Ex- 
““tra matinee Easter; capacity plus, 
as with all performances; around 
$44,000; equaled New Year's week. 


“Front Page,” Times Square (35th 
week) (C-1,057-$3.85). Final week; 
‘rated smash and earliest success 
of season; still turning profit, 
though under $10,000; goes to 
subway circuit. 

“Good Boy,” Hammerstein's (26th 
week) (M- 1,400 -$6.60). Final 
week; production novelty did 
well enough during autumn, 
though never quite among win- 
ners; around $34,000 at first; 
lately well under $20,000. 

*“Hariem,” Apollo (8th week) (D- 
1,168-$3). Colored drama making 
good enough money; second com- 
pany goes to Chicago; last week 
bettered $12,000; picture version 
of “Bulldog Drummond” due early 
in May, “Harlem” prokably mov- 
ing elsewhere. 

“Hello, Daddy,” Cohan (16th week) 
(M - 1,371 - $5.50). Fairly good 
money for this musical; with 
some cut rate takings, holding to 
$18,000, and last week over $1,000 
better; picture due here soon. 

“Hold Everything,” Broadhurst 
(26th week) (M-1,118-$5.50). Rec- 
ord takings for this one last 
week: two extra matinees and 10 
performances; $41,000. 

“Holiday,” Plymouth (20th week) 
(C-1,012-$3.85).. One extra mati- 
nee here; held splendid pace, save 
for first two nights; grossed bet- 
ter than $22,000. 

“Indiscretion,”’ Mansfield; taken off 
Saturday; five weeks to slim 
trade. 

“Jonesy,” Bijou (1st week) (C-605- 
$3). Presented by Earle Booth, 
written by Anne Morrison and 
John Peter Tochey; opened Tues- 


(16th week) 


day. 

*jeurndy’e End,” Henry Miller's (4th 
week) (D-946-$4). All-male cast 
English drama, something of sen- 
sation; passed up holiday mat- 
inee; again over $20,000. 

“Kibitzer,” Royale (8th week) (C- 
1,118-$3). Made excellent showing 


to date; last week bettered $16,- 
000 again; popular for theatre 
parties. 


“Lady Fingers,” Liberty (11th week) 
(M-1,202-$4.40). Very materially 
improved; first week here since 
moving from Vanderbilt saw jump 
to nearly $20,000. 

“Let Us Be Gay,” Little (8th week) 
(C'-530,$3.85). Got $15,600, best 
week’s gross house ever had; two 
extra matinees; unquestioned 
success. 

“Little Accident,” Ambassador (27th 

‘ week) (C-1,200-$3), Cinch to run 
out season and not expected to 
tour until autumn; last week best 
figure in some time; claimed ap- 
proximately $14,500. 

“Man’s’ Estate,” Biltmore 
week) (D-1,000-$3). Fared fairly 
well first week; though newest 
Guild show supported by sub- 
scriptions takings considerably 
above that; $14,500. 

“Meet the Prince,” Lyceum (7th 
week) (C-957-$3). Improved some- 

* what and making some money; 


(2nd 


“Pleasure 


well over $9,000 last 
extra matinee, 


“Mima,” Belasco (18th week) (D-1,- 
100-$5.50). Engagement expected 
to last well into May; business 
holds to good figures with ap- 
proximate pace $18,000. 


“Music In May,” Casino (2nd week) 
(O-1,477-$5.50). Did not line up 
as well as anticipated; claimed to 
have climbed during first week 
have climbed during first week; 
$20,000 estimated. 

“My Girl Friday,” Republic (8th 
week) (C-901-$3). May move af- 
ter another week. “Carnival” 
slated for this house April 22: 
“Girl” claimed around $8,000; cut 
rated, 

“Mystery Square,” Longacre (2nd 
week) (C-1,901-$3). Opened late 
last week; first nighters friendly 
but critical comment not favor- 


able. 

Bound,” Majestic (8th 
week) (R-1,775-$5.50). Last week 
best gross getter since opening 
week; nearly $37,000. 

“Security,” Maxine Elliot (3rd 
week) (D-924-$4). Final week; 
did not line up as having much 
chance: house to get “Before 
You're 25” next week. 

“Serena Blandish,” Morosco (12th 
week) (C-893-$4.40). Not excep- 
tional but continues to draw class 
patronage and turning weekly 
profit; claimed over $12,000 last 


week. 

“She Got What She Wanted,” Wal- 

lack’s (6th week) (C-776-$3). 

Management expectant of stick- 

ing; played matinee daily last 

week, getting around $7,500, 
largely by cut rate aid. 

“Show Boat,” Ziegfeld (68th week) 

(M-1,150-$6.60). Ziegfeld plans 

continuing show after picture ver- 

sion (taken from book) starts at 

Globe next week; around $33,000 

last week. 

“Skidding,” Bayes (47th week) (C- 

861-$3). Costs little to operate 

and claims weekly profit despite 
modest grosses of $4,000 to $5,000. 

“Spring Is Here,” Alvin (5th week) 

(M-1,387-$5.50). Holding own; no 

added matinee last week: gross 

again quoted at £30,000; while not 
exceptional, considering scale and 
capacity, profitable. 

“Strange Interlude,” Golden (63rd 

week) (D-900-$4.40). Another 

month or so to go, although final 
weeks announced; okay last 
week; $13,500 claimed. 

“Street Scene,” Playhouse (14th 

week) (D-879-$3.85). Unquestion- 

ably dramatic leader; extra mat- 
inee daily through Easter Week; 
capacity plus, all 12 perform- 
ances; $27,200 new house record. 

“That Ferguson Family,’ Masque 

(16th week) (CD-700-$3). Players 

content with stipends, otherwise 

this one could not have hung on; 
last week around $2,000 again. 

“The Age of Innocence,” Empire 

(20th week) (C-1,099-$4.40). Extra 

holiday matinee sent pace to abeut 

$14,000 last week; may extend 
into May. 

“The Devii’s Mistress,” Slated for 
Masque; cancelled and show an- 
nounced off. 

“The Love Duel,” Advertised to 
open Monday at Barrymore; 
premiere set back until next week 
with further rehearsals deemed 
necessary as reason. 

“The New Moon,” Imperial (30th 
week) (O-1,446-$5.50). Usual num- 
ber of performances last week; 
holds to excellent figures, better- 
ing $37,000. 

“The Red Robe,” Shubert 
week) (O-1,395-$5.50). 
from holiday going; 
$20,000 last week. 

“The Whispering Gallery,” 49th st. 
(9th week) (D-708-$3). Slated for 
one week more; mystery play cut 
rated from start: $6,000 to $7,000 
estimated. 

“Three Cheers,” Globe (26th week) 
(M-1,418-$6.60). Final week; could 
remain into summer but Will 
Rogers’ time with show limited to 


week with 


(16th 
Some aid 
better than 


June 1; show tours until then; 
away up last week; $37,000 
claimed. 


“Whoopee,” New Amsterdam (19th 
week) (M-1,700-$6.60). Weekly 
gross hardly varies; tops list; al- 
ways over $48,000 and often ap- 
proaches $49,000. 

Special Attractions—Little 
Theatres 

Civic Repertory, 14th Street; Eva 
Le Gallienne’s company. Ends 
New York season April 20. 

“Paolo and Francesca,” Forrest; re- 

vival, 2nd and final week. 

“Mrs. Bumpstead-Leigh,” Klaw; re- 


vival. 
“The Perfect Alibi,” Hopkins; Eng- 
lish mystery play hit played daily 
matinee to excellent trade last 


week. 
“He Walked In Her Sleep,” Prin- 
cess; farce got weak notices. 











HELEN MORGAN 


As Julie in Flo Ziegfeld’s greatest 
success, “Show Boat,” 68th week at 
Ziegfeld Theatre, New York. 

An artist of individuality and dis- 
tinction, Miss Morgan has received 
the unanimous commendation of 
the press, both here and abroad. 


Personal management 
M. S. BENTHAM, 1564 B’way, N. Y. 
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Shows in Rehearsal 





“Me. George” (Moss and 
Frye) Lafayette. 

“The Jade God” (Stein) 
Princess. 

“It’s the Climate” (Robert 
McLoughlin) 48th St. 

“Grand Street Follies” 


(Helen Arthur) National. 
“100 Years Ago” (Frohman 
Co.) Empire. 








‘ P 
Raided “Friday” Sequel 


Harold Lockwood, press agent, 
has served summons upon Gerald 
Bacon and Howard Schnebbe, pro- 
ducers of “My Girl Friday.” 

Lockwood alleges he was hired 
at $200 a week when the play was 
trying out as “Undressed Kid.” He 
received $20 a week expenses with 
the understanding, he says, he 
would be paid in full when the 
show came to town. When the 
show opened as “My Girl Friday” 
and was raided Lockwood was fired. 


He is suing for $4,600 under his 
contract. 








STOCKS OPENING 


Broadway, Denver, stock opened 
last week under direction of Mel- 
ville Burke. Company will later be 
moved to the Elitch Gardens. Cast 
includes Isobel Elson, Kenneth Mc- 
Kenna, Effiie Shannon, Madge 
Evans, Lea Penman, Owen Davis, 
Jr., C. Henry Gordon, J. Drummond 
Bailey, George Brent, Burke Clarke. 
George Cukor-George Kondolf, 
Jr., stock opens its seventh season 
at the Temple, Rochester, N. Y., 
April 15. Company includes Alaine 
MacMahon, Alexander’ Kirkland, 
Sylvia Sidney, George Graham, 
Alden Chase, Charles Ritchie, Julia 
Stuart, Violet Besson, Joseph Allen- 
ton, Mary Gildea, Craig Williams, 
Florence Stewart, Marvin Cline, 
Ben Baker. Elmer Brown will 
direct. 





ZIEGFELD’S SELECTION 


Flo Ziegfeld is expected back in 
New York late this week after 
spending eight weeks in Palm 
Beach, lingering longer than usual 
in his favorite winter resort. Back 
at his desk by Monday the musical 
producer is expected to make a de- 
cision as to his next production. 

“Show Girl,” “Nell Gwynne,” the 
“Follies” and the musical version of 
“East Is West” have all been men- 
tioned for spring showing, with 
none of these musicals ready to go 
into rehearsal, 





“Under The Gaslight,” Bowery; re- 
vival of old meller started well. 
“The Sea Gull,” Comedy; special 
matinees Tuesday and Friday; 

Ruth Draper continues as regular 


attraction at house, with mon- 
ologues. 
“The Vegetable,” Cherry Lane; 


opens Wednesday (April 10). 
“After Dark,” Rialto, Hoboken; re- 


vival, 

“The Black Crook,” Lyric, Hobo- 
ken; revival. 

“Cyrano de Bergerac,” Hampden’s; 
revival. 

“Trip to Scarborough,” 
town; revival. 

“Bare Facts,” Triangle. 

“S. S. Glencairn,” Garrick; closed 
last Saturday. 


Province- 





Fay Marbe, Belmont; 


specialties; 
final week. 


’ 


Disastrous 


Drama Raid 





*FRISCO GROSSES 


San Francisco, April 9. 

Two new shows, William Hodge 
in “Stranght Thru the Door” at the 
Columbia and the Frank Craven 
comedy, “Spite Corner,” at Duffy's 
President, terminated their first 
week Saturday. Hodge attracted 
moderate attention and business 
improved toward the end of the 
week. There was a more favorable 
indication for this week. 

Viola Dana, who made her San 
Francisco stage debut in the Duffy, 
won the crowds. She made a good 
impression and gives promise. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Geary—"The Front Page” began 
fourth week to fairly good busi- 
ness. About $19,000. 

Curran—“The Wishing Well” now 
in fourth and final week. Gross, 
$14,000. 

Columbia — “Straight 
Door,” $10,000. 

Alcazar—‘“Skidding” holding up; 
$5,000. 

President—“Spite Corner.” First 
week promising to the tune of 
$5,800. 

Green Street—‘“Easy for Zee Zee” 
has passed 300th performance. 
About $2,000. 


“Macbeth” Had to Hustle 
for $20,000 in Pittsburgh 


Pittsburgh, April 9. 

“Macbeth” drew but a class trade 
at Nixon last week, but got over 
$20,000 through some heavy can- 
vassing of schools. Top was $3 with 
cut rates effective for blocks of 25 
or more. 

Alvin, with “Boom Boom,” a 
mediocre musical comedy, outdrew 
“Macbeth,” claiming around $22,000 
at the same top. “Good News,” 
= followed by “Hello Your- 
self.” 

The Sharp Players opened thtir 
first week of stock to good business 
at Pitt with unusual quantity of 
paper out. $1 top nights excepting 
Saturday. 


Silver Swan Deferred 


Herman Gantvoort has switched a 
plan to bring his new operetta, 
“The Silver Swan,” into New York 
for an anticipated summer run. 

Instead the show now at the Tre- 
mont, Boston, will stay out as long 
as the b. o. permits, then disband 
until fall, when a Broadway date 
is proposed. Charles Purcell heads 
cast. Bonnie Emery and Myrtle 
Clark opposite. 


GILBERT MILLER SAILING 


Gilbert Miller has arranged pas- 
sage, intending to sail Friday for 
Paris and London. Expects to look 
over several shows. 

Thomas Van Dyke, Miller’s press 
representative, will sail the same 
day, both taking different boats. 
Producer goes on the “Majestic,” 
Van Dyke on “Ile de France.” 


_ Engagements 


Sylvia Sydney, Catherine Williard, 
Charles Richie, Cukor - Kondolf, 
stock, opening in Rochester, April 15. 

Alexander Kirkland, “Wings Over 
Europe.” 

King Calder opens May 1 at the 
Hoffman theatre, Columbus, O., in 
stock. 

Lester Vail, Richard Ward, Ann 
Dere, Joan Peers, Jerry Bowman, 
“Marry the Man.” 

Dorothy Humphreys, “The Little 
Revue.” 

Lester Bernard’s contract with 
Arthur Hammerstein has been ex- 
tended for another year through 
Lou Irwin, Inc. Bernard is with 
“Good Boy.” 

James Dale, English actor, arrives 
on the Aquitania to appear in 
Charles B. Dillingham’s “Conse- 
quences” at the Gaiety. 

Pamela Simpson, “The Whisper- 
ing Gallery.” 

Mary Kennedy, “Camel Through 
the Needle’s Eye.” 

Harry Bond, “Appearances.” 

Mae Melvin, “Skidding.” 

Arthur and Morton Havel, last in 
“Just a Minute” and since playing 
vaude, for musical, “Broadway 


Thru’ the 














Nights.” The Shuberts were also 
reported seeking Harry Conley, 
vaude comic, for piece. 





Buy “Zep” for Antipodes 
Thomas Moore and Capt. C. Road 
Night last week through Jimmy 
Cooper, producer of “Zeppelin,” ob- 
tained the rights for the melodrama 
for Australia and New Zealand. It 


will be staged in July at the Palace, 
Melbourne. 





Kenneth Webb’s Film 
Kenneth Webb will direct the 
next talking and singing picture 
featuring Morton Downey, “My 
Lady’s Man,” by Gene Markey. 
Webb staged the recent Colum- 





bia College show, 


> 
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gone westward, leaving but a sparse 
quantity in the east. 
Hopelessness 

The drama must also contend 
with the native dramatists drawn 
to pictures and others going, with 
the American producer in fear of 
dependence on foreign works. 

Hollywood now takes rank as the 
production center of the world. It 
has robbed New York of that dis- 
tinction, leaving New York as the 
distributing and executive end of 
the show business. 

That the drama acknowledges its 
hopelessness against the talking 
picture appears to be evident in 
the number of legit theatres 
throughout the key cities that have 
lately added wire equipment. 

The weight of money invested is 
so enormously in favor of the pic- 
ture that that weight alone may 
wave aside the legit whenever it 
becomes necessary to do so, in 
talent, plays or theatres. 

Some of the more far-sighted 
Broadway producers predicted the 
present casting condition several 
months ago. The signs then in 
sight have come out, and the drama 
of centuries is finding itself up 
against the film wall. 

Legits’ Saviors 

That the picture men may 
eventually take in or over the legits, 
thereby making a play or musical 
work both ways, stage and screen, 
is conceded a possibility. With the 
balance of working power then in 
the hands of the film makers, they 
could employ the legit theatre for 
their own and best usage. 


picture producer might make a mu- 
sical talker from the stage show, 
having selected and cast it himself, 
It would thus mean show and pic- 
ture for one production investment, 


New Cast, Low Scale; 
“Dugan” Drops $5,000 


Boston, April 9. 

The Apollo, formerly B. F. Keith's, 
opened last week with ‘“Luckee 
Girl,” and looks like a good spot. 
Gross was $23,000, with $27,000 pos- 
sible. House seats 2,140. With this 
addition to the Shuberts’ string, the 
Majestic goes talker April 15 with 
“Noah’s Ark.” 

“Billie,” at the Colonial, had a 
post-Lenten pickup. Now in last 
week after good run. Next Monday 
“Three Cheers.” “The Silver Swan” 
at the Tremont has started off 
slowly. Grant Mitchell in “All the 
King’s Men,” failed to bring Hollis 
above its customary average. 

“The Skull” at the Majestic nose- 
dived and will just last out the 
week. “Mary Dugan” is in its last 
week at the Wilbur after a run of 
10 weeks. Last week held even with 
a cut in prices and a changed cast. 

Mitzi in “Lovely Lady” opens at 
Shubert this week and changes over 
to Wilbur after “Mary Dugan” 
leaves. Shubert then houses “Good 
Boy.” “Young Love” opened Mon- 
day at Plymouth with rumblings 
of censorship after Philadelphia 
troubles. National Opera Company 
opened at Boston Opera House Mon- 
day. 

E. E. Clive, the English actor- 
manager at the Copley, grossed $8,- 
500 with “The Ringer” in third 
week, $1,500 under capacity of $10,- 
000. This is, the first American 
showing of the Edgar Wallace play, 
now running in London. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Apollo—“Luckee Girl” (24 week). 
Opening of old Keith house under 
Shubert flag proved profitable de- 
spite weak show. Gross with $2.50 
top, $23,000. 





Wilbur—“Mary Dugan” (last 
week). Averaged $15,000 a week 
with New York cast, dropped to 


$10,000 this week with substitute 

cast and lower prices. 
Tremont—“The Silver Swan” (2d 

week). Started slowly at $16,000. 
Hollis—“All the King’s Men” (24 


— Ordinary business at $10,- 
000. 

Shubert—“Lovely Lady” (ist 
week). Mitzi. 

Plymouth—“Young Love” (ist 
week). Dorothy Gish. 


Boston Opera House—National 
Opera Company. 

Majestic—“The Skull” (last week}. 
All done here, last gross $6,000. 

Colonial—“Billie” (last week). 
Picked up nicely to $22,000, main- 
taining good average for the run. 

Copley—“The Ringer” (4th week)s 
Strong at $8,500. 


“Mars” Revival Expires 

When the one-half week salaries 
due the Equity cast of “A Mes- 
sage From Mars” remained unpaid 
Monday, the players were told by 
Equity to consider the engagement 
off. The company had rehearsed 
}four weeks and a half. 
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Good Easter Week with Extra Shows 
Followed by Record Hot Weather 





Broadway got its first taste of 
gummer weather from Saturday to 
Monday and the June-like tempera- 
tures got an immediate reaction in 
the legit box offices. Business 
dropped sharply. Out-of-town east- 
ern cities also suffered. In one spot 
it was 96 degrees, as against New 
York’s 85 and the gross of a hit 
show on tour dropped 40 per cent. 

The record warmth followed what 
was generally a money - getting 
Easter week. Nearly every leader 
éid a clean-up, several establishing 
levels for the season, 
through extra matinees. 

While the Easter card of new of- 
ferings was plentiful, none was 
really outstanding. Six of the nine 
arrivals are in cut rates. The ex- 
eeptions are “Bird in Hand” 
«Booth), “Man’s Estate” (Biltmore) 
and “Mrs. Bumpstead-Leigh,” re- 
vival (Klaw). 

“Street Scene,” out in front of all 
dramas for some time, went to a 
new gross at the Playhouse, in 12 

yerformances over $27,200. A daily 
matinee was played, all perform- 
ances to standing room. 

On a par in demand, the agencies 
state, is “Journey's End,” the new 
English drama at the Miller, and 
without an extra matinee the gross 
Ddettered $20,000 (no standees per- 
mitted); “Holiday,” with one added 
performance, got more than $22,000; 
“Caprice” in nine times repeated 
$21,000 get; “Mima.” about $17,000; 
“Kibitzer,” over $16,000; “Let Us 
Be Gay” hit $15,600 in 10 shows; 
“Little Accident,” over $14,000; 
about the same for “Age of Inno- 
cence”; “Strange Interlude,” $13,- 
600; “Courage,” about $13,000; 
“Serena Blandish,” over $12,000; 
“Brothers,” nearly $12,000; “Meet 
the Prince,” $9,500; “My Giri 
Friday,” and “Most Immoral] Lady,” 
$8,000; added to the hits is “The 
Perfect Alibi,” which in a 300- 
seater is selling out and last week 
gave 12 performances (daily mat- 
inee). 

Of last week's new shows, “Bird 
in Hand” started late in the week, 
but is regarded having a good 
chance. “Mystery Square,” opening 
the same night, not so good. “Music 
in May” started mildly and was 
estimated around $20,000, compara- 
tively light for a high-scaled musi- 
cal; “Man's Estate” got $14,500, 
fairly good first week: “Mrs. Bump- 
sted-Leigh” developed an agency 
eall; “He Walked in Her Sleep” has 
little chance; “Paola and Fran- 
cesca,” a revival, in for two weeks 
only; “Under the Gaslight,” on the 
Bowery, doubtful. 

Musicals 

Among the musicals, “Follow 
Thru” went to a new gross by vir- 
tue of an added matinee, getting 
over $44,000; “Hold Everything,” 
with two extra capacity matinees, 
got $41,000, also a new gross mark; 
“Whoopee” remains the actual 
leader of the list, over $49,000 every 
week since opening; rated around 
$37,000 were “The New Moon,” 
“Pleasure Bound” and “Fioretta,” 
while “Three Cheers,” which is 
closing this week, claimed capacity 
pace; “Show Boat,” $33,000; 
“Spring Is Here,” $30,000; “The 
Red Robe,” estimated over $20,000; 
about that mark for “Lady Fin- 
gers”; “Helio, Daddy,” claimed 
$19,000; “Blackbirds,” though get- 
ting $17,500, is one of the season's 
stand-out musical successes, and 
continues to clean up. 

In addition to “Three Cheers, 
other shows leaving this week are 
“Good Boy,” “Security” and “The 
Front Page"; “Paola and Fran- 
cesca” quits too, while “S. S. Glen- 
cairn,” also revival, stopped Sat- 
urday. Due in next week are “The 
Love Duel,” postponed from this 
week, at the Barrymore; “The 
Camel Through the Needle’s Eye,” 
Beck, and “Before You're 25,” 
which succeeds “Security,” at the 
Elliott. 


” 


Agency Buys 
There have been few additions to 
the number of attractions handled 


On a buy basis by the premium 
agencies, The list this week: 
“Spring Is Here” (Alvin), “Mima” 


(Belasco), “Bird In Hand” (Boeth), 
“Hold Everything” (Broadhurst), 
“Fioretta” (Carroll), “Music In 
May” (Casino), “Follow Thru” (For- 
ty-sixth St.), “Three Cheers” 
(Globe), “Strange Interlude” (Gold- 


en), “Caprice” (Guild), “The Per- 
fect Alibi” (Hopkins), “The New 


Moon” (Imperial), “Let Us Be Gay” 
(Little), “Pleasure Bound” (Majes- 
tic), “Journey's End” (Miller's) 
“Whoopee” (New Amsterdam), “Af- 
ter Dark” (Rialto, Hoboken). “The 
Black Crook” (Lyric, Hoboken). 
Cut Rates 

The bargain ticket office, which 

had a tough Monday, too, listed 19 


shows, including most of those 
which opened last week: “Good 
Boy” (Hammerstein's), “Lady Fin- 


gers” (Liberty), “He Walked In Her 
Sleep” «Princess), “Hello Daddy” 
(Geo, M. Cohan), “Skidding” 


(Bayes), “A Trip To 


Scarborough” 


(Provincetown), “Little Accident” 
(Ambassador). “A Most Immoral 
Lady” (Cort), “My Girl Friday 
(Republic), “She Got What She 


Wanted” (Wallack’s). 
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other afternoon a father was ob- 
served boxing the ears of his young 
son, and as the car sped toward 
Sixth avenue it appeared the parent 
turned the lad over his knee for 
further punishment. 

| St.), ‘That Ferguson Family” | 


4 


«thom “Whispering | “Paolo and 
Gallery” (49th St.), “Brothers” (48th! “Mystefy Square” 


| “Harlem” 





85 One-Set Shows 





Chicago, April 9. 

Earl Ross, operator of the 
dramatic stock at the War- 
rington theatre, Oak Park, has 
established a record. 

He has run 85 consecutive 
weeks of stock without a lay- 
off and every one of the 85 
shows was produced with one 
set of scenery. Ross picked 
all the “one set shows,” in the 
catalogue. 











9 
Stocks’ Bouncers 
Stock companies at the Rivera, 
Brooklyn, and at Paterson, N. J., 
have been paying off their actors 


in I. O. U.’s and rubber checks. 
Nellie Gill, Viola Swayne, Lucille 
Fenton, Edward Colebrook and 


Eddie Wilson all received bouncers. 
Several complained to Equity and 
had their checks made good. Since 
then both stocks have hired actors 
willing to waive the bond, and 
amateurs. 


NEW YORK CHATTER 
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day ‘round the world cruise, dated 
for next winter. 

Keith’s and Georgie Jesse] have 
added an extra week to his original 
two-week booking—May 5 at River- 
side, New York. George will open 
at the Palace, Chicago, April 27, 
Memorial, Boston, following. 

Wise Broadwayites know how to 
beat the rain. When wishing to go 
from 49th to 47th street it is pos- 
sible to walk through the hotel lob- 
bies from street to street without 
getting wet. 

Ruth Goodwin, who closed at the 
Madrid, has her teeth all strightened 
as directed by Paramount and is 
getting along well with the vocal 
lessons preparatory to going to the 
Coast. 


Dog parlor opened next to the 
Carroll] theatre, selling pups to 
showgirls on the installment plan. 
One remarked, “I only own your tail! 
and ears, baby, but next week I'll 
pay for your torso.” 

Mrs. Alice Johnson Lamar, char- 
acter actress, who has been lectur- 
ing in advance of “Simba,” the 
Martin Johnson animal picture, is 
returning to her first love, trouping. 

The Chanins boast the highest 
theatrical offices in the world. They 
are spotted on the 52nd floor of the 
new Chanin building on 42nd street. 
Harry Kline, manager of the Chanin 
houses, has a room with a real 
view. 

William Norton, manager of the 
Music Box, New York, was walking 
his dog near his home in Richmond 
Hill Sunday night when the hound 
started to run, Bill loping behind 
Suddenly Bill crossed his legs and 
fell. Broken bone in his left hand. 

At the premiere of Fay'’s “Under 
the Gaslight,” Bowery Theatre, Lou 
Clayton, Eddie Jackson and Jimmy 
Durante jumped behind the bar, aé- 
joining the lobby, to help dispens 


suds to the high hat crowd. Just a; 


gag. 

Billy Selwyn, youngest of Arch 
Selwyn’s kids, is going to work. He 
starts with the Columbia broadcast- 
ing system next week. Sonny, the 
other boy, is returning from France, 
where he completed school. He re- 
sumes a job in the Paramount of- 
fices, New York. 

Hugh A. Frayne, New York or- 
ganizer for the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, has been seriously ill 
for some time. Several operations 
were performed for stomach trouble. 
Doubtful if he ever returns to active 
duty. William Collins is in charge 
of Frayne’s office. 

Even rich kids get thrashed. As 
a limousine turned in 49th street the 





“Conflict” (Fulton) 
*+Apollo) “Security” 
“Appearances” (Forrest), 
Francesca” (Forrest). 
(Longacre). 
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L. A. FALLS OFF 


Twe New Ones in $6,000 Class— 
“Swan” and “Mother” Close 





Los Angeles, April 9. 

Legit business fell off a bit last 
week despite the supposed holiday 
occasion, “Strange Interlude” was 
again the town leader with $24,000, 
while “The Swan” finished an 11 
weeks’ run to $8,000. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Strange Interlude” (Biltmore) 
(Sth week). Romped to $24,000; 
oke for a spot where they don’t like 
to sit still long. 

“Silent House” (Belasco) (3d 
week). Going along at $10,000 pace. 

“The Swan” (Majestic (llth and 
final week). Quit nice run to $8,000. 

“Mr. Pim Passes By” (Figueroa) 
(ist week). Came in at $6,000 on 
initial seven days. 

“Little Orphan Annie” (Mayan) 
(ist week). Claimed $6,000 for first 
four performances. 

“Royal Box” (Mason) (ist week). 
With Walker Whiteside and first 
week, $6,500. 

“Bad Man” (President) (2a week). 
With several theatre parties buying, 
$6,000. 

“Courage” (El) Capitan) 
week). Not bad at $5,000. 

“Mother’s Millions” (Hollywood 
Playhouse) (9th and final week). 
Called it a run with $4,600. 

“Broadway (Vine Street) 
week). Under $4,000 pretty low. 


4 NEW TO CHI 
TOTAL $70,000 


—— 


————— 


(4th 


(3a 





Chicago, April 9. 


Little to complain of Easter week. 
Barring Sunday night, when a rain- 
storm swept the town, weather all 
week was perfect. The legits got a 
break. 

Four new shows arriving totaled 
around $70,000 for the week. Best 
money getter was “Connecticut 
Yankee,” which scaled around $23,- 
000. Critics treated it kindly, but 
lay opinions seemed to differ. Only 
William Gaxton and several others 
are here of the original company. 
“Jealousy,” in for six weeks at the 
Woods, got off to a great start but 
failed to hold to capacity rest of the 
week. “Dracula,” bringing the 
Blackstone back to life, did not 
show strength. 

“Seandals” opened Sunday night 
to sellout, brokers crying for ducats. 

“Noah’s Ark,” arriving same 
night at the Woods, pulled excel- 
lently. Warner film got some of 
the smartest exploitation and pub- 
licity any picture has yet had here. 

Of the set lineup “Jarnegan” and 
“Diamond Lil” ran neck and neck at 
$18,000. Bennett opus moved to the 
tiny Selwyn where it will wind up 
when “Harlem” arrives April 28. 
“And So To Bed,” another to shift 
homes, failed to better itself at the 
Great Northern. It was moved in 
to keep house open until “Boom 
Boom” arrives the 28th. 
Family” is holding on at the Harris 
unchanged in pace and will go in 
another fortnight. Otis Skinner in 
“One Hundred Years O14” will take 
it off on the 22d. 

“Rosalie” off at the Illinois and 
appears to be fluctuating to an 
early exit. Next two weeks should 
tell, 

Week’s Grosses 


Thurston (Erlanger, 1st week). 
Initial take about $13,000. Only in 
for two weeks. House goes dark. 

“Diamond Lil” (Apollo, 1lith 
week). Speaks well for itself at this 
time. Originally not expected to go 
beyond eight weeks; $18,000. 

“Jealousy” (Adelphi, 1st week). 
Started nicely to de luxe opening 
but failed to hold pace. Society 
buys, already lined up, should help. 
, Got between $16,000 and $18,000. 

“Connecticut Yankee” (Garrick, 
lst week). Came in strong and 
looks in the money for four weeks 
at least. Around $23,000. 

“Jarnegan” (Selwyn, ist week, 
7th in town). Wound up at the 
Woods to $18,000, very satisfactory. 
“Lilac Time,” leaving the Twin. 
couldn't cop more than $15,000. 

“Scarlet Woman” (Cort, 12th 
| week). Goes out 20th. Nothing un- 
| derlined. Healthy mat biz helped; 
' $10,000. 

“Rosalie” (Illinois, llth week). 
| Dropped a few grand but still oke 
at $32,000. 








“Royal Family” (Harris, 9th 
week}. Couldn't hold = previous 
week’s pace. Down to four grand 





mediocre $16,000. 
“Dracula” (Blackstone, 1st week). 
On first week gross can’t last long. 
Registered meager $15,000. 
“Scandals” (Grand, ist 
i Got off to a flying start. 
great for White at $5.50 scale. 
“And So To Bed” (Great North- 
in town). New 


to 


week). 
Looks 


“Royal 


| 


9 Post-Lenten Attractions 
Much For Philly; Under Holy Week 


Too 





Philadelphia, April 9. 


Easter week and the ending of 
Lent did not bring the expected 
boost in attendance. In fact, the 


three shows holding over from Holy 
Week actually fell off in business. 
The answer to that is that there 
were just four houses open Holy 
Week, as opposed to nine last week. 

Easter Monday was the big dis- 
appointment of the whole week. 
Every show in town felt the blight. 
Only one attraction, “This Thing 
Called Love,” at the Adelphi, had a 
Monday matinee, and that was 
nothing to write home about. 

After Monday business picked up 
steadily, with Wednesday attend- 
ance reported okay. Then a terrific 
hot spell which had a damaging 
effect on the week-end save for 
three offerings which rode through 
on their advance sales. 

One fiasco was “Manhattan Mary,” 
return at the Shubert. Opened here 
last season and looked good for 
three weeks or more on a return, 
but the Easter Monday congestion 
and the heat wave conspired against 
that. Poor business and Ed Wynn's 
Own inclination to wind up the long 
tour resulted in the decision, made 
at the last moment, to fold up Satur- 
day night. 

Best of the musicals was “This 
Year of Grace,” which started slowly 
at the Forrest, but built. Upstairs 
was weak all along, but there was 
a sell-out in the orchestra at the 
end of the week. English revue 
likely to put the Forrest, staggering 
uncertainly, definitely on the map. 
Drawing class audience. Manage- 
ment claimed $21,000 gross, with al- 
most a certainty that that mark will 
be bettered this week. 

“Blossom Time,” back for fifth 
local engagement, fared very well 
under the circumstances. will 
probably stay four weeks. 

Mask and Wig Club of the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania dropped 





“Grist” Postponed 


With the departure yesterday 
(Tuesday) of Guthrie MeClintic for 
the Fox studios on the west coast 
where he will be stationed for 18 
weeks under special production 
contract, the new Martin Flavin 
play, “Grist to the Mill,” will be in 
abeyance until his return in Oc- 
tober. Rehearsals have now been 
set for the first week in October 
with MecClintic in charge. Louis 
Gensler is the producer. 

Jensler will precede the Flavin 
play around Sept. 1 by putting into 
rehearsal a new play by Elmer 
Rice, “See Naples and Die,” with 
Rice directing. 





MARY YOUNG IN BOSTON 
Boston, April 9. 

Mary Young will appear Monday 
at Keith’s St. James with “Her Un- 
born Child” in the role she played 
in the New York production. 

Local engagement is for two or 
three weeks. Miss Young is locally 
popular, the wife of John Craig. 

Keith’s may decide to operate the 
St. James as a second run sound 
house. It seats 1,700, 





ELMER HARRIS’ COMEDY 


Elmer Harris has written a 
comedy, as yet unnamed, which is 
in rehearsal under the direction of 
Edgar MacGregor. 


Among cast are Mary Boland, 
Jobyna Howland, Herbert Corthell 
and Hale Hamilton. 


BARRYMORE SHOW OPENS 
Providence, April 9. 
Ethel Barrymore opened here last 
night in “The Love Duel.” 
Show is in bad shape and has a 
skeptical future from this point of 
view. 





Doctoring “Wishing” 
Los Angeles, April $. 
Thomas Whiteley has gone to 
San Francisco to rewrite and doc- 
tor “The Wishing Well,” Australian 
musical, 
Peter Gawthorne,-original author, 
retires from the cast and the pic- 
ture before show opens in L. A. 





One ‘Dugan’ Out 
Afier this week but one company 
of the four company’s of “Mary 
Dugan” which have been touring, 
will remain open 


Remaining will be the No. 3 com- 





lern, 2d week, 6th 
abode proves nothing. Still where 
| it started, around $11,000. 

Isadora Duncan Dancers (Ma- 
| jestic. 2d, final week). Went out 
dimly to 25,000 total for two 
weeks House dark until the 15th} 
| whe Thies Year of Grace” makes 
iis bow for a fortnight. 


pany playing Cleveland 





Pau! Russell's Term Contract 

Paul Russell, juvenile lead with | 
‘Gay Paree,” has a Shubert three- 
vear contract 

The Edward Sma!) office handijed 


the negotiations, 


scale from a $3.50 top to one of $3. 
Wisdom of this questionable con- 
sidering society play this annual 
University show gets. This year's 
offering, “This Way Out,” reported 
at around $27,000 at the Erlanger. 
Unless it takes a spurt show will 
have difficulty in getting $50,000 in 
its two weeks. A couple of seasons 
ago the Mask and Wiggers did 
around $70,000 in a fortnight at the 
old Forrest. 

“Blackbirds” did not stage any 
notable comeback at the Garrick, 
and the wisdom of bringing engage- 
ment to a close this week instead of 
May 1 was demonstrated. 

Of the dramatics, “Bachelor 
Father” and “This Thing Called 
Love” showed most strength. The 
former started disappointingly at 
the Broad, but built. “This Thing 
Called Love,” with extra Monday 
matinee, could not touch its Holy 
Week figure. It may be that this 
comedy sensation of town at Adel- 
phi is past its crest. This week 
will tell. 

“Skidding,” at the Walnut, drop- 
ped off again after picking up Holy 
Week. Didn't get more than $7,000, 
and goes out this Saturday. Re- 
turn of Helen Hayes in “Coquette” 
limited to three weeks. 

Closing of “Manhattan Mary” and 
reopening of Keith’s with Irene Bor- 
doni’s “Paris” keeps number of 
open houses in Philly at nine, 
“Paris” is in for two weeks only 
and advance is not strong. 

Records of fifteen years disclose 
no season with as many April open- 
ings as this year. So far, the book- 
ings of the month total 28. An un- 
usual] feature of the situation is the 
number of highbrow offerings. 
Four Ibsen plays, six Shakespearean 
revivals, dramas by Tchekov, An- 
dreyev and Barrie are included in 
the list. 

Next Monday finds the following 
bookings: Fritz Lieber’s Shakes- 
pearean presentations at the Broad; 
“Houseboat on the Styx” at the Er- 
langer; “Billie” (return) at the Gar- 
rick; “Night in Venice” at the For- 


Ibsen plays at the Walnut. 

On the 22d, there will be Eva Le 
Gallienne with three plays at the 
Broad; Alice Brady in “Most Im- 
moral Lady” at Keith’s; ‘“Whisper- 
ing Gallery” at the Lyric; another 
Ibsen presentation by Blanche 
Yurka at the Walnut, and “Hello 
Yourself” (return) at the Shubert. 

All ten of Philly’s legit houses 
are booked into May with indica- 
tions that about half of them will 
ride through to June 1. “Three 
Cheers” at the Erlanger is one of 
the May bookings. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“The Bachelor Father” (Broad, 24 
week). Final week. It started dis- 
appointingly, but built up to near- 
capacity pace. Claimed better than 
$14.000. 

“Skidding” (Walnut, 4th week). 
Final week. Little comedy spurted 
Holy Week and then slumped. 
Hardly $7,000. 

“Year of Grace” (Forrest, 24 
week). Last week for English revue 
which, after slow start, developed 
into strong downstairs draw. Claim- 
ed $21,000 and ought to beat that 
figure this week. “Night in Venice” 
next Monday. 

“Blossom Time” (Chestnut, 24 
week). Operetta, back for fifih 
time, gained slowly and reported 
almost $13,000. In for month. 

“Paris” (Keith’s, Ist week). Re- 
turn for Irene Bordoni, who was 
smash here last spring. Advance 
light. Two weeks only. 

“Blackbirds” (Garrick, llth week). 
Final week; was smash for seven 
weeks and then started to slip. Last 
week reported between $15,000 and 
$16.000. “Billie” next week. 


“This Way Out” (Erlanger, 24 


week). Mask and Wig Show now in 
final week. Under average last 
week with $27,000 at $3 top. 
“Houseboat on Styx” next wee’ 
“Coquette” (Lyric, 24 week). Re- 
turn engagement for Helen Liayes. 


$9,500. Two weeks to go. 

“This Thing Called Love” ( Adel- 
phi, 6th week). Comedy smash of 
season did not hold up to Holy 
Week pace even with extra matinee. 
Reported about $16,000. Probably 
good for two or three more weeks. 

Shubert dark and will not re- 
light until 22d when “Hello Your- 
self” comes in for return. “Manhat- 
tan Mary” disappointing under $15,- 
000. 


Want Agent Split 


Two principal matters will come 


up before the convention of the 
Theatrical Stock Managers’ Asso- 
ciation in the Lincoln Hotel, New 


York, June 17, 18, 19, will be the 
stagehands conditions. It is report- 
ed from 18 to 20 stocks closed this 
season owing to the I. A. T. S. E. 
status. 

The other matter will be 
|commission from booking agents 4s 
lthe association believes that 
|members are entitled to a part of 
agents’ bit. 
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~ Plays Out 


of Town 





LITTLE ORCHID ANNIE 


Los April 4 
Rowland and Pearce present comedy in 
two acts and three scenes, by Hadley 
Waters and Charles Beahan, by arrange- 


Angeles, 





ment with G. O. Davis. Directed by A. 
Leslie Pearce. At Mayan, Los Angeles, 
April 4. $2.50 top. 
Ossie Reynolds. ...cscccesees Claude Allister 
Madge Kin@....sccscceccess Mabel Forrest 
Vi Blackmer..... PTeTT TT TT Ruth Donnelly 
Bud .nccccccccccccescececces Georgie Harris 
Bvelyn Walsh... .sccccceses Camille Rovelle 
Daniel M. P. Plynn «eee. Stanley Smith 
ee DOM... scsecaosenaceceponet Julla Blane 
Annie Westlake. ......eeseee05- Ruth Taylor 
George Graham.........++. Gordon De Main 
M. C. Kuppenheimer...... Frederic Sullivan 
Blanche: .ccvsccccvece ecsseocces Tessie Mazie 
Lee Condon...... aeseocceess John Manning 
Pat O'Connell. ..ccccccseesess W. J. Brown 
Be, DIPORc ceccvecccsecesar Elizabeth Ross 
Mannequins. ........ Katheryn Kelly, Thora 
Waverly, Patricia Henry, Karen Morley, 


Pearl Dean Vail, Irma Kaufman, Shirley 
Greenwood, Julia Blake. 





Founded on an old premise and 
taking advantage of retentive mem- 
ories, the .authors have turned out 
an opus they call “Little Orchid 
Annie.” They wrote it several years 
ago, sold it to Al Wilkes, got it 
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back, were going to have it pro- 
duced then by Louis “Laughing” 
Macloon and finally were able to 
convince Rowland and Pearce it 
was okay. From a production and 
costume stardpoint one of the most 
brilliant new offerings this town 
have ever seen, But from a dra- 
matic standpoint just another load 
of aborted filth. 


It starts off along the lines of 
“Lombardi, Ltd.,” in the interior of 
a modiste shop. Then it gets into 
the tune of “Gentlemen Prefer 
Blondes” and has a tinge of “Abie’s 
Irish Rose.” Despite all of these 
in,redients and an abundance of 
crude, and vulgar at times, wise 
cracks, it just is not entertainment. 


Story is of a beautiful and dumb 
blonde, played by Ruth Taylor, who 
was in screen version of “Gentlemen 
Prefer Blondes.” She comes to the 
big city unsophisticated but will- 
ing to take the moon. She has job 
in modiste shop. Meets the money 
boys. ‘Gives them nothing. Gets 
apartment, steel stock, Kale and 
everything. 


On the side she is sending a boy 
sweetie through Yale. Youth lands 
in shop Xmas Eve, scents every- 
thing, goes up to her home that 
night, where they have a Mother 
Goose party, starts battle with one 
of the money guys, lands in the 
station, another of the Johns bails 
him, and then happy ending with 
fact revealed that he and the kid 
were married. 

Miss Taylor plays the part as 
though it fitted her like a gown. 
She is just naturally dumb and 
whether wise cracks or filthy gags 
are hurled at her; just knows noth- 
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ing except that she thinks it is 
right to take and not give, That's 
okay and it no doubt may bring 
her back to the screen, 

First act gave some indication 
of the trick being a.rather smart 
comedy through settings and cos- 
tume display, with some $10,000 
worth displayed. Dialog here was 
quite subtle. But in the second act 


and the “Mother Goose” party they 
got out the shovel and let the 
actors wrestle with it. Too bad 


as the piece then started to floun- 
der. Direction seemed lacking and 
no playing tempo was kept up. One 
minute it was fast farce and next 
nothing at all. 

The kindly premiere audience 
applauded. everything, with the 
show mob getting the alleged smart 
cracks, But when it’ comes to the 
eash audience and especially folks 
from Iowa, not so funny. A drunken 
scene in the house between DeMain 
and Ruth Donnelly was nauseous. 

Mabel Forrest with all the wise 
crack lines aS a sophisticated model 
seemed to steal the show on the 
laugh angle. Julia Blanc as the 
commercial “Madame Elaine” and 
played in too Hebraic a manner 
so far as hand movements were 
concerned. Frederic Sullivan as the 
cloak and suit buyer with an Irish 
brogue and appearance and a Jew- 
ish name, another error. Stanley 
Smith as the college boy was sin- 
cere in demeanor, gtving a clean 
and interesting performance. Geor- 
gie Harris had bit in first act as 
bell boy and got over nicely. Bal- 
ance of the cast possibly getting 
training for the talkers, not worry- 
ing much how they were cast or 
what they had to say as long as 
they were getting some experience 
that could be programmed. 

“Little Orchid Annie” or 





“Chisl- 





ling Annie” has a theme song, sung 
in foyer between acts by Ruth 
Golden. First time this has been 
done in the legit, but Hollywood is 
close at hand. Not even with the 
theme song does the play look as 
though it has screen possibilities. 
So far as hitting the. Main Street 
of America the answer could be an- 
other provincial girl lost in a big 
city with nobody caring Ung 


Murphy-Brown Stock 
(“THIS THING CALLED LOVE”) 
(Weiting-Syracuse) 


Syracuse, N. Y., April 4. 
Die BERG s 060060660006 ove Helen Baxter 
WOOD: 6000 0 0.d006%e Seccccess Ethel Wilson 
Harry Bertrand... ..cccoeaess William Jeffrey 





Pred Garrett. .ccccccccecsscsece Victor 
BIOty GOrEUlt.cccccccddcccccces Lucia Laska 
Tice Coming. ...cccccccsvesccioes Donn Cook 


Adams 


Mises Alvared.....ccecescecsecs Mabel Fields 
Og Sa PPrrrr rt rrr te Mark Kent 
Normie De Wit........+++-.--Albert Hayes 
BMabd. cv cas cocsccccdccedeveseces Gwen Loane 





Any show or stock company play- 
ing the dilapidated shooting gallery 
run by the Shuberts here and called 
the Weiting is under heavy enough 
handicaps. Still with all that they 
have gone up against, Ralph Mur- 
phy and Harry J. Brown, opening 
their new dramatic stock company 
this week, stand a chance. That is 
mainly because the. producers have 
formed one of the best balanced 
stocks to be found anywhere, 
dressed up the company and with 
two possibilities as local favs in 
Helen Baxter and Donn Cook, the 
juveniling leads. 

Against that is the location of the 
Weiting, on the same hideaway side 
street. where it has stood without 
being repainted for over 40 years; 
with its gallery condemned and 
closed; with modern theatres on the 
main street retailing the best pic- 
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ture shows at 50c. top, and the gene 
eral unpopularity of the Shubertsg 
as showmen in their home town. 
Messrs. Murphy and Brown are 
renting the house and should be get- 
ting it even cheaper than that. Top 
is $1. The opening received a send- 
off in the dailies. Brown and Murphy 
are localities. Murphy staged the 
Kdwin Burke near farce, “This 
Thing Called Love,” for the current 
bill, doing it nicely and giving the 
entire cast a chance. To follow is 
“The Royal Family,” evidencing the 
faith of the promoters in the actors, 
Miss Baxter and Mr. Cook are new 
here. Some of the principals are 
repeats. Syracuse is a stock town, 
but with the only legit house the 
Weiting the stock people have been 
taking it on the chin sooner or later 
in previous tries. The other theatre 
here siitable for legit is the Empire. 
That house appears to have impose 
sible terms or owners and the latter 
seemingly prefer to die standing up 
with what pictures they can secure. 
Ed Rosenbaum Jr. is the Shubert 
representative at the Weiting. That 
presumes the Shuberts also get a 
percentage after a stated gross but 
the rent likely is first money. To 
celebrate the opening, young Eddie 
wrote a likable waltz, named 
“Helen.” It is dedicated to Miss 
Baxter, who doesn’t sing. 
Yes, the Weiting has an orchestra, 
and how! Sime. 


“Harlem” Co. Chi Bound 
The Chicago comany of “Harlem” 
following a matinee in New York 
while the original company watched 
the others work, opened for three 
weeks in Detroit April 7. Then it 
goes into the Selwyn, Chi. 
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Messrs. 


Shuberts 


“Variety” 


Of the “book” 


ance, 
maker at the: outset, working 
hard and carrying almost the 
section of the first act. 


to handle. 


New Haven 

Mr. Pearl was indubitably 
whieh he put across for atl 
worth, and a little bit more. 
less, red Hillebrand, as a 


share of the comedy right out 


at: the Shubert. 


and went off to New York. 


laughs and nicer and even bi 
Anyway, Mr. Hillebrand carrie 
or what’s left of it—along. 


7, Robert 





HOT 
CHIMNEY 








principals 
straight comedy in a creative vein, Fred 
Hillebrand runs away with the perform- 
He is especially in high as a laugh 


night, with an excellent set of wisecracks 


Mr. Pearl’s nose, and gave a comedy per- 
formance that may undoubtedly be held 
responsible for a number of broken chairs 
Nothing funnier has been 
heard in this town since Will 
packed up his lariat and chewing gum 





“‘PLEASURE BOUND” 


IN 


FRED HILLEBRAND 


THE CRITICS’ SERENADE 


and for 


rapidly and 
entire early 


Later upon re- 
appearances, as good but without as much 


Sime. 


Washington “Herald” 


Fred Hillebrand Gives 
The Life To This Show 


The show comes te life when Fred Hillebrand essays his entrance 


Fred Hil 
who plays 
10 per cent 
in, literally 


or two occastons came 
stopping the show. 


boisterous 


in the first act, and breathes regularly when he is on the stage, in 
spite of the fact that he presents a go-getter characterization unlike 


there last any go-getter 
they were 
Neverthe- 
live. wire 


salesman, managed to snake the lion’s 


from: under 


Rogers 


that ever was on sea or land. 


Washington “Daily News” 


The services of Fred Hillebrand, a droll lad with a pair of rubber 
legs, who causes tremendous outbursts of guffaws by merely talking 
out of the side of his mouth. He, in fact, ushers in, and seats, 
what may be called the “ear school” of comics. 
incipent apoplexy by calling oysters ‘ersters’ than the average come- 
dian can by convivially slapping his partner on the back or ushering 


He 


her out with a kick. 


“Evening Telegram” 


‘Nine customers out of ten find him 
diverting, encouraging him with nice big 


gger hands. 


s the plot— laughs. 


Maybelle Jennings. 


“Variety” 


sets 'em in the aisles with a murmur. 


Garland. 


My Contract Expires with the Shuberts 


. Hillebrand’s success 
in the role, I gather, is due entirely to his own efforts and not to 
anything the authors have given him to work with. 


Baker is as 
are as fun 


Lee Somers dian, Fred Hillebrand, with his pas- 
: sionate hot chimney comedy, is almost 
the funniest of them all. 


N. 


can cause more 
ment were 


tremolo of 
about exha 
bilities of ‘ 


Pearl gets the big type, but Fred Hillebrand swipes the big 
Pearl has to work hard for his comedy, but Hillebrand 


Roherts. 


Representative, LEO FITZGERALD 


Majestic, N. Y. 


and gets as much as possible out of it. 


Jack Pearl is as funny as ever. 


Mr. Pearl's antics as a head waiter and 
the partner in a dressmaking establish- 


And when we add to these. the twin-six 


Fred Hillebrand was a bright breezy 
juvenile comic. 


Sept. Ist, 1929 





HOT 
CHIMNEY 





NOW . 


“Variety” 


lebrand, as the “hot chimney” 
‘em from both ends and asks 
for everything he has a hand 
wowed them here and on one 
within an ace of 
He has a broad and 
comedy delivery all his own 


Zez. 


Pittsburgh 


Phil 
funny as ever. Lee and Shaw 
ny as ever. And that come- 


George Seibel. 


Y. “Evening Post’’ 


good fun. 
Fred Hillebrand we have just 
usted the laughmaking possi- 
‘Pleasure Bound.” 

Robert Littell. 


“Daily Mirror” 


Lh. wh. 





HOT 
CHIMNEY 
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Plays on Broadway 





Under the Gaslight 


y Fa and Alex Yokel’s 
ey aval” on April 2 of Augustin 
Daly’s “laet and greatest success, re- 
ceived nightly with the most excessive sig- 
nals of: delight’’ at Fay's Bowery, nee 
Gabel’s People’s theatre, former Yid- 
dish stock house, now under lease to Fay- 
Yokel. In five acts and 10 scenes. Staged 
by Frank Hate; $2 lop; no matineces with 
Thursday and Saturday midnight shows 


instead. 


“‘*stupen- 





Ray Trafford......-++++++- James Meighan 
Ps > Jonn Ferguson 
ByKe@..---scerscereesensecces Earl Mitchell 
Ed. Demilt....... 6ecceeccecese J. Martiny 
Windel,....s-eeeeccceee eeeeeW,. Richardson 
Justice Bowling. ...-seeesss+-- H. Bledsoe 
Counsellor Splinter... --Norman Stewart 
Bermudas......+-++++. »+-Robert Griffith 
Peanuts. .-cseeseerreces sbeecee's J. Donohue 
Lilly Whit@. coe. coccessescevcecess J. Worden 

M+ sevees Coereserercecesecs Eddie Mann 
Rrafferdl..-.ccceccecvccesevesed John Burkell 
Seargeant....-+- ccorsccccosecee-S- Mansfield 
Policeman 999..... Coccccecccceces J. Rogers 
MEartin. ..cvcrcccccsccccctecceces Hil, Perkins 
Pater Rich......e-cvccccreccscces A, Wilson 


Signai man at Shrewsbury Bend 
William Corbett 


Laura Cortlandt..... cecccece Helene Dumas 
Pearl Cortlandt....esseeee- see Vera Loday 
Peachblussom. ..+.++++..+- Ella F. Houghton 
Old Judas. ...ssseees 000nesss Lizzie McCall 
Mrs, Van Da@M..cecescccsscesesss Lois Ross 
Sue Earlie..... erceccccccceess- Mabel Kern 
Lizzie Liston.....ssseeeeee++.- Sarah Carey 


Larry Fay and Alex Yokel have 
brought Hoboken to the Bowery at 
the former Yiddish stock house, 
known as Gabel’s People’s theatre, 


where that melodramatic twain, 
Max Gabel and his wife, Jennie 
Goldstein, held forth. The musty 
and decrepit auditorium is now 


labeled Fay’s Bowery, according to 


Historic Bowery background lends 
the melodramatic revivals a colorful 
and authoritative aura. The olio 
ealls attention to a number of his- 
toric locations such as Steve Brodie’s 
across the street at 200 Bowery, 
Sharkey’s Livery at Essex and De- 
lancey, although they’ve overlooked 
the hard-by McGurk’s Suicide Hall 
cornering Rivington street. Besides 
which, Fay also takes the oppor- 
tunity to generously plug his Ren- 
dezvous nite club. At the premiere, 
the three Shnozzles, Clayton, Jack- 
son and Durante, were dispensing 
the beer behind bar and forgetting 
to ring it up for the Broadway 
pals. 

Helen Dumas, as the oppressed 
society belle, gave good account of 
herself legitimately. Miss Dumas 
has some stock reputation. John 
Ferguson, as good old Snorkey, had 
his innings. Playing the ornery 
pair, as Byke and Old Judas. Ear] 
Mitchell and Lizzie McCall were as 
broad in their villainies as the 1929 
mob would expect an 1867 script to 
be played. James Meighan was an 
uncertainly written male lead, while 
Lois Ross as “one of the voices of 
society” made her snobbish assign- 
ment thoroughly hateful; hence a 
good performance from these stand- 
ards of broad melodramatics. 
Production is heralded as “exhib- 
iting the Great Pier and Starlight 
Scene, the Tombs Police Court and 
the Thrilling Railroad Scene,” with 
its prop engine as it hurtles from 


the right proscenium to the left 
while the heraine, just in time, 
hacks her way out of the train-shed 
to liberate the intended victim of a 
railroad murder. 

Those Thursday and Saturday 
midnight shows should be the real 
wow for the Broadway bunch. 
Abel. 


MYSTERY SQUARE 


Drama in three acts by Hugh A. Ander- 


son and George Bamman, adapted from 
“Suicide Club’’ and ‘The Rajah’s Dia- 
mond,’’ by Robert Louis Stevenson; pre- 


sented by Murray Phillips at the Longacre, 
April 4. 





Prince Florizel......... ehecenas Gavin Muir 
Colonel Geraldine.......... Thomas Holding 
CO a ara Kenneth Lawton 
Carolyn Vandeleur.......cccccss Marie Adels 
Eileen O’Shea...... Daphne Warren Wilson 
it, Mien aces ceeeetessoews John Ivancovich 
Harry Hartley.......+. weupees Frank Hearn 
Pein bs oub wees 000d0e6eeso dete John Brewster 
Roland Tenby..cccccccccesese Robert Vivian 
Algernon Clive..... --Kenneth Lawton 
Bi, SEs coc eccteoececeeses Edgar Stehli 
Te mes cosbcocedeosdcs Hubert Druce 
Teresa Valdevia....... eoevcces- Patricia Ot's 
Desborough Carrom....eecesses: Knox Herold 
Charlie Pendragon.........+. Milton Roberts 
Madame Mendizabel........s.++ Joan Blaine 
BEIGS.  BOTCOTIG. cc ccccctcevs Laura Carpenter 
Mrs. Malder.....++.. .-Francelia Waterbury 
BEIOG BeBe cccccveteccscces Winifred Carter 

When Robert Louis Stevenson 


wrote the stories upon which “Mys- 
tery Square” is based, he was mor- 
bid. The play fashioned by Ander. 
son & Bamman, with or by some 
arrangement with Constance Collier. 
attempts a mixture of morbidity and 
suavity. Rather a gullible affair for 
the stage. Final act is melodra. 
matic, the only strength of the 
show which impressed as best suited 
to cut rates, 





A central character is a Bohe- 
mian prince, but for those not 
familiar with the story, it might 


be England's own prince and from 
manner and speech such was clear- 
ly the intent of the director. The 
easy going young man has a flair 
for adventure, a thrill seeker in the 





modern sense. He has rather tired] 
out Colonel Geraldine, his body-| 
guard, when suddenly they come 
upon what turns out to be their 
most exciting adventure. | 


In an oyster bar is a youth about 
at the end of his string. His story 
is that of a boy who has squan- 
dered his little inherited estate and 
is ready for death. He tells of the 


Suicide Club, on Mystery Square. 
Eligibility consists of payment of 


five thousand pounds as dues and an 
oath of secrecy. Two scoundrels 
conduct this quaint little club, which 
has 13 members. At stated periods, 
the occasion of a ball within Roches- 
ter House, the club’s quarters, a 
little card game is played. One drawn 
card is chosen as the death card. 
The president of the club deals each 
member (men and women) a card 
face downward. In turn it is an- 
nounced by the recipient and thrown 
into the center of the table. 

The member getting the death 
card must suicide within 24 hours 
another member seeing that the act 
is committed. Upon every such oc- 
casion the remaining members re- 
ceive 400 pcunds each, 

The members are supposed to be 
satiated with life. The prince gets 
the death card and is left in the 
gaming room with Dr. Noel, one of 
the fiendish owners of the club 
racket, 


“Mystery Square” may be said to 





— 





sustain audience interest but there 
is no mystery nor any doubt how 
the thing will end, 

Gavin Muir has a good conception 
of the prince, a quiet thoroughbred, 
with Thomas Holding a fit side- 
kick. John Ivancovich scored as 
the sinister doctor who doped vic- 
tims and schemed to get coin from 
the chumps who joined the club. 
Hubert Druce was the oily president 


of the morbid group, a character 
| well played but hardly believable. 
| Frank Hartley contributed the 


youthful wastrel, a boy who changed 
his mind about dying because of a 
colleen, There were also a number 
of unimportant characters, 
“Mystery Square” has no comedy 
relief, little love interest and except 
for the last scene melodramatics, 
little excitement. It is then an acted 
story. May get a little coin for a 
limited time but not an agency 
show. Ibee. 


AHEAD AND BACK 


H, E. Stuckel in Pittsburgh 
ahead of “Hello Yourself,” playing 
Alvin week of April 15, 


Helen Donnelly again with the 
George Sharp Players at the Pitt, 
Pittsburgh, as p. a, 


M. C. Lewis, p. a, for Loew’s- 
United Artists’ Penn, Pittsburgh, 
also placed in charge of publicity 
for Loew's Aldine, 


Advance on “Macbeth” cleaned 
up to the end of the tour, Horace 
Mortimer is back with the Convict 
Ship, which moves from winter 
moorings at New Haven to open at 
Bridgeport today (Wednesday). 



































a brand new and gaudy canopy. 
Contiguous Bowery bums, startled 
not alone by this keynote of swanky 
modernity, but the courteous bat- 
talion of cops—although the latter, 
in a less well-mannered guise have 
been no strangers in their mundane 
existence—must have been subcon- e 
sciously alert to some new sig- 
nificance that struck their native 
haunt, some new glorification, some + 
new importance. All this fanfare 
and trumpets must mean some- 
thing. 
So, when the gaping hobos and 
bread-line citizenry saw that ar- 
ray of Rolls-Royes, Hispano-Suizas 
and Isotta-Fraschinis, plus the gen- 
erous representation of the native 
automotive industry, from whence 
emerged more hard-boiled fronts 
than could be found in a laundry, 
they had their answer. It also 
proved to the wise mob the magie of 
printed propaganda. People who 
would normally scoff at dressing up 
for a theatre opening had obeyed 
the insinuation of Yokel’s printer’s 
ink warning that only dress suits 
would be honored at the gate. They 
took ‘it literally. As a result, it was 
a colorful: and curious attendance 
that struggled and fought its way 
into the adjacent Ye White Poodle 
Inn, where Larry Fay’s crew of re- 
incarnated old time waiters were 
dispensing near-beer at £5 cents a 
copy, warbling the old-time Hiber- 
nian and Bowery ballads, looking 
prim and antiquated in their im- 
maculate stock ties and red flannel 
shirt sleeves. 
From appearances, Larry will 
have to increase that bar room 
space. At two bits a copy for the 
bevo and the kitchen output—pigs’ 
knuckles mitt sauerkraut or knack- 
wurst and spareribs, but always 
with the “mitt saurekraut”’—that’s 
a corking .concession. After Gene 
Geiger, Larry’s kitchen concession- 
aire at the Rendezvous bowed out, 
Fay and Yokel decided to operate 
everything themselves. The other 
trimmings are of gold mine poten- 
tialities in themselves. They in- 
clude song book, peanuts, prize 
packages, confections of all sorts, 
soft drinks, etc. Fay hasn’t missed 
a thing in the old-time atmosphere 
and is set for a clean-up. 
Production itself is a bit too good 
for the purposes of both the im- 
presarios and the audience. They 
come to be painfully rude and boor- 
ish, to hoot, catcall, hiss, razz and 
applaud vociferously and find that 
a pretty -good third rate stock is 
lending the 62 year old-time melo- 
drama an almost convincing touch. 
Augustin Daly first produced “Un- 
der the Gaslight” on Aug. 12, 1867. 
It wouldn’t be a bad idea, there- 
fore, for Fay and Yokel to plant a 
couple or three comedians in the 
audience and have them wise-crack 
at the appropriate times rather than 
some of the alleged witticisms of 
the cash customers. Much of it was 
terrible and plain stew stuff. How- 
ever, a genuine nifty was aired in 
response to the stage character's 
exclamation: “What’s to be done 
when you're hard up?” Whereupon 
a bearish-minded patron tickled the 
audience’s risibilities by booming 
forth: “Sell short.’ For the rest, 
however, the audience-baiting was 
unfunny. 
The Fay-Yokel venture on the 
Bowery is worth a visit, It may 
not have the epicurian and culinary 
attractions of seideling over to 
Christopher Morley’s Hialto and 
Lyric in Hoboken, but it has the 
transportation convenience of near- 
ness. From plans, also, Larry is too 
astute a restaurateur and caterer 
not to know that he’ll have to en- 
large his kitchen facilities. Much 
- Of the latter was a makeshift when 
the original house, Miner’s Bowery, 
was razed by fire almost on the eve 
of Fay and Yokel taking possession. 
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THE SMALLER. ber FOOT 
i he Crreater Her Appreciation 


Tiny feet are a problem. Ofttimes expen- 
sive. Hard to secure style. Hard to get 
proper fit. 


And then you-of-the-little-foot discover the 
special, private, upstairs “‘Small Size i 
Department’’at the I. Miller Broadway Shop! 


What luck! You almost feel that you should 
hide your pleasure lest the salesman take 
advantage and sell you all the stock! What; 
are the sizes? Never fear. There’s no catch. 
Down to Size One—A to D! 
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BROADWAY AT 467 STREET, 
Open until 9 P. M. 
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Radio May Charge For Music Plugs; 
Am. Soe. Asking Keith's to Pay Tax 





Persistent reports are that Radio 


will commence to charge music men 
for radio plugs. It is consistently 
stated but unverifiable that the 
NBC, for one, in view of its the- 
atrical hook-ups with sound pic- 
tures, Keith vaudeville. ett, will 


use this as a bludgeon to dcedge the 
music license taxes imposed by the 
music publishers through tteir col- 
lection azgenev, the American So- 
ciety of «‘omposers, Authors and 
Publishers. 

Any raiio artist or station knows 
of the double-dealing by the music 
men who bribe them for spot plugs 
on the regular commercial hours. 
Anywhere from $5 to $50 a num- 
ber for a single station or national 
hook-up is the sub rosa fee for al- 
most any number one hears con- 
sistently plugged via the _ ether. 
Taking this as a cue, the broad- 
casters have been smitten with the 
idea of making this bribing a 
legitimate business and charging 
for the exploitation of any new 
songs. The hits, of course, are im- 
mune. They need them. But if a 
firm wants to get some new number 
in the air, the idea of exacting a 
service toll is being definitely con- 
sidered. 

The broadcasters are aware of a 
supposed restrictive ruling in the 
by-laws of the Music Publishers’ 
Protective Association against pay- 
ing for plugs but in view of the 
underhanded violation of their own 
covenant through petty bribing, the 
radio interests would now openly 
legitimatize the traffic. 

Threatening R-K-O 

Another element in - Radio’s 
antagonism to the music men and 
the American Society may be the 
latter's threat to force a music col- 
lection fee on a blanket contract 
from the Keith-Orpheum-Proctor 
vaudeville houses. With Radio now 
allied as RKO, this license tool for 
its chain of theatres would come to 
a sizeable sum. 

The Society heretofore, under an 
old agreement, has not collected 
levy from the Keith vaudeville 
houses which used all the copy- 
righted music they wanted tax free. 
This contract soon expires. 


Feist’s Get Vallee 


Rudy Vallee has been placed un- 
der exclusive contract as a song- 
writer by Phil Kornheiser, of 
Feist’s. Vallee’s first Feist release 
is “A Vagabond Lover,” one of his 
radio pets. 

All of Vallee’s original numbers, 
as well as those of his organiza- 
tion, will be exclusively published 
by Feist’s. This is exclusive of the 
present catalog of Vallee songs in 
the air, notably “Deep Night,” an 
Ager-Yellen-Bornstein publication, 
, - 

Victor, in alliance with its busi- 
ness associates, RCA and RKO, 
through interlocking interests, is 
giving Vallee an extraordinary ad- 
vertising campaign, capitalizing all 
of the bandman’s current radio 
vogue. 

Roy Turk and Fred Ahlert have 
been signed up by DeSylva, Brown 
& Henderson, Inc. 


Warings for B. & K. 


Waring’s Pennsylvanians, now on 
tour with “Hello Yourself,” will play 
four-weeks at B. & K.’s Chicago 
theatre, Chicago, opening July 12. 
Band will get over $7,000 weekly. 

If George Choos goes ahead with 
his proposed sound film version of 
the show he must exercise his op- 
tion on the Warings by May 15. 

It is also stipulated in Waring’s 
contract that he is to receive 10 
per cent. of the picture receipts, 
this also including an outright sale 
if made. 














BEARISH ON BEETHOVEN 


Beethoven Symphony Orchestra, 
Inc., which despite its Wall street 
associations went into bankruptcy 
last month, has filed schedules list- 
ing $93,305 in labilities and $212 in 
assets. Georges Zaslawsky, as con- 
ductor, treasurer and leading spirit, 
filed schedule, 





“B’way” Recordings 
Los Angeles, April 9. 
Universal is now negotiating be- 
tween Victor and Columbia for re- 


cording of four song numbers of 
“Broadway” by Gus Arnheim and 
his band. 


Merson Granted Claim on 
Song in “Singing Fool” 


London, April 1. 
Billy Merson’s claim for an in- 
junction against Warner Bros. and 
also Hyde Park Cinemas, Ltd., own- 
ers of the Regal and Marble Arch, 
was granted with comment by the 
judge that Merson had sustained 
only trivial damage. 
Defendants’ counsel alleged Mer- 
sor’s action a hold-up. Merson 
wrote “Spaniard Who Blighted My 
Life,” and sold publishing rights in 
1911 to Francis, Day & Hunter. 
Later in the year a new Copyright 
Act was passed covering mechanical 
reproduction rights, and legally 
these went to Merson, who held 
performing rights, decided the court. 
Merson claimed his market had 
been considerably damaged by the 
use of the song in “Singing Fvol,” 
but as he has had the number 18 
years it isn’t easy to see it is much 
good to him now, except that so 
many of the British vaude come- 
dians stay with their material all 
their lives and are scared to change 
it. 
Warners got a stay for six weeks 
pending an appeal, as “Singing 
Fool” is playing nearly all the W. E. 
wired houses there are in the coun- 
try. Inside is said to be Merson 
wanted $25,000 for his rights, with 
Warners willing to pay $15,000. 


Shubert-Keit Case 
Over Remick’s Tried 


The J. J. Shubert suit against 
Joe Keit, president of the Remick 
Music Corp., was closed Monday 
with counsel for both sides to sub- 
mit briefs to Justice Aaron J. Levy, 
who reserved decision, in the New 
York Supreme Court. Shubert is 
suing for a 50 per cent interest in 
the Remick firm, alleging that he 
and Keit were to have been part- 
ners in the buy-out of Jerome H. 
Remick, the founder of the firm, 
who retired last year. 

Shubert’s complaint is that Keit 
counted him out and énlisted Max 
and Louis Dreyfuss of Harms as 
his silent backers and partners. 

Keit’s chief contention, through 
Nathan Burkan and Bennett & 
Wittenberg, is that Shubert had 
approached him with a proposition 
that Remick finance him (Keit) on 
a 50-50 partnership in control of 
Remick’s with no financial invest- 
ment by Keit, but that on the eve 
of J. J. Shubert’s departure for 
Europe a document was submitted 
to him for signature, purporting to 
obligate Keit to half of the finan- 
cial investment. Keit refused to 
sign anything hest't,. ar2Z 
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Stuve:t’s departure he consum- 
mated other negotiations. 

William Klein has called in Max 

D. Steuer as special trial counsel on 


behalf or Shubert. 
Harms Counted 


It is generally known in the trade 
that the Harms moral and finan- 
cial influence counted heaviiy in 
Remick Corp.’s favor after that 
firm had been slipping and was un- 
productive of important profit. This 
was what prompted a veteran mu- 
sic publisher like Remick to give 
up the business. With the Drey- 
fuss’ advent, their feeding of mate- 
rial and writers, plus their picture 
connections with Paramount, as- 
sured Remick’s vast exploitation 
outlets, in addition to which they 
annexed “Precious Little Thing 
Called Love,” hooked up with a Par 
release, “Shopworn Angel,” now the 
No. 1 song seller of the country. 

Mose Gumble, former professional 
manager for Remick’s, and now in 
business for himself as of Donald- 
son, Douglas & Gumble, was the 
final and star witness at Monday’s 
trial. After Gumble’s impartial re- 
cital of the facts concerning the 
Shubert-Keit negotiations, Justice 
Levy asked for submission of sup- 
plementary briefs. 

A decision will be down within a 
week, it is expected. 





Donaldson for Coast 


Walter Donaldson returns with 
Edgar Leslie, his lyric collaborator, 
from an extended Florida vacation 
April 15. 

They leave, together with Mose 
Gumbie, for the coast in mid-June 





to engage in sound film songwriting. 





ee 


Jazz Defined 


—-— 


Minneapolis, April 9. 

“Jazz is the squeak in the 
wheel of modern life in process 
of adjusting its bearings,” ac- 
cording to the prize-winning 
definition in the contest in- 
augurated by WCCO, local 
radio station. 

John H. Hall of Gladstone, 
Manitoba, is the author of the 
definition and received $100 in 
cash, 

“The contest for the best de- 
finition of jazz still leaves us 
in a quandary as to whether to 
pat our jazz players or shoot 
them,” say WCCO officials, 


M-G PLAYERS ON DISK 
FOR LOCAL RADIO HOURS 


Los Angeles, April 9. 


An exclusive radio tie-up between 

M-G-M and Auto Grill (electric 
toaster) was made by Peter Smith, 
publicity director for M-G, and the 
National Radio Advertisers corp., 
of Chicago, acting as agents for 
Auto-Grill. Deal calls for a series 
of radio programs in principal cities 
with Auto-Grill using records of 
songs in forthcoming M-G pictures. 
Each program will have an M- 
G-M player acting as guest con- 
ductor, their speeches to be re- 
corded here by Brunswick and the 
records shipped toe the series of 
broadcasting stations selected by 
Auto-Grill. 
Since only five per cent of the 
radio hour will be devoted to adver- 
tising Auto-Grill products, M-G will 
get the balance of the hour. 

No attempt will be made to put 
these programs over a net-work as 
it is believed better results can be 
obtained by using individual sta- 
tions. 

First of the series will be song 
hits from “Broadway Melody” with 
Bessie Love acting as guest con- 
ductor via a Brunswick record. 

















Husing’s Assignments 


Ted Husing, WABC’s (Columbia 
Broadcasting Co.) announcer goes 
to Hollywood with Paul White- 
man to continue the announcements 
of the Old-Gold-Whiteman radio 
program when Whiteman shifts 
coastward May 22 because of his 
Universal feature, “King of Jazz.” 

In addition, Husing will etherize 
the Indianapolis motor speedway 
races, the Kentucky Derby and the 
opening ball game in New York. 


Quits Stage for Church 


Samuel R. Reese, now the cantor 
of Temple Ahavath Sholem of Flat- 
bush, Avenue R and East 16th 
street, Brooklyn, finds that tenoring 
in church has greater benefits than 
vaudeville. 

"eee gas professionally Silvio 
Ritchie, partnered with Al Siegel 
and also in the Gilbert and Sulli- 
van tabloid operetta act. 








Mass. Resort Subsidy 


Boston, April 8. 

Gov. Frank G. Allen has signed 
two bills authorizing two Bay State 
towns to appropriate money for 
public amusements, such as band 
concerts and other attractions, to 
draw summer visitors. 

The town of Orleans is author- 
ized to appropriate $2,500, and Fal- 
mouth $3,000. 





KEMP’S SUMMER VAUDE 

Hal Kemp and his Manger hotel 
band will go on a vaude tour. Trip 
will probably include New England. 
Meanwhile Scotti and his Gondo- 
liers have replaced Kemp at the 


Manger. The latter opened at K-A 
theatre, Brooklyn, Monday, for a 
week. 





Pathe’s Double Theme Song 


Los Angeles, April 9. 

George Greene and George Wag- 
ner completed lyrics and music for 
“Just For You, Dear” to be used 
as theme song for “Flying Fool,” 
being produced by Pathe. 

Another song by same team used 
in same picture will be published 
under title of “I’m That Way About 
Baby.” 





Busse at Oriental 


Los Angeles, April 9. 
Henry Busge, m. c, at the Port- 
land, Portland, Ore., will go to the 
Oriental, Chicago, in similar ca- 
pacity, when Publix closes former 





house, 





Music, Like Show Business, Going 
Through Revolution—Expansion 





Mrs. Jas. Gillespie’s Nerve 
Seems All Right Now 


Mrs. Jimmie’ Gillespie and Pa- 
tricia, the pride of the Gillsox, start 
a motor trek to California May 1 
with Anna Mae Belle, friend, as 
company. The femmes figure on 21 
days to drive to the coast, just in 
time to greet the Whiteman party, 
which comes to Universal City for 
“The King of Jazz” the fag end of 
the month. 

Marie Gillespie is doing a nervy 
thing in a twofold manner—firstly, 
having just learned to drive; sec- 
ondly, she’s taking Jimmie’s new 
Stutz which Paul Whiteman pre- 
sented him with. Doctor’s orders, 
mostly for purposes of steadying 
the nerves, Mrs. G. having experi- 
enced two dangerous major opera- 
tions successfully. 

Gillespie will travel by train with 
the Whiteman party. 


Staid Chicago Musician 
Factory Goes All Jazz 


Chicago, April 9. 

Chicago Conservatory of Music, 
second oldest school of its type in 
the country, is going jazz. 

Jules C. Stein, president of the 
Music Corporation of America, or- 
chestra booking corporation, has 
bought a half interest in the con- 
servatory and has been placed on 
the. board of directors. His first 
move was to start departments for 
teaching of modern music, for dance 
and theatre. 

Some of the M. C. A.’s crack band 
leaders will become profs through 
the buy. Zez Confrey already has 
been made head of the jazz piano 
department, and others to become 
preceptors are Guy Lombardo, Joe 
Sanders, Carleton Coon and Art 
Kassel. Any of the M. C. A.’s or- 
chestra leaders or musicians may 
join the school staff and pick up 
extra money. 

Chicago Conservatory of Music 
has been noted for its conservatism. 


Suicide Asks for Jazz 
Requiem at Own Funeral 


Minneapolis, April 9. 

A written request that a male 
quartet be employed to sing his fav- 
orite jazz number, “Tuck me to 
sleep in my old ’Tucky home,” in- 
stead of the usual hymns, at his fun- 
eral, was left by Fred Kearns here 
when he shot himself. 

He died at General hospital from 
self-inflicted wounds. 


32 Keith Pitmen Go 


With the New York Hip, Cameo 
and Orpheum, Brooklyn, going into 
straight sound programs, the Keith 
offices drop 32 musicians off their 
regular payroll. 

Some of the men will be trans- 
ferred »y Milton Schwarzwald to 
other theatres where vacancies 
occur, 

Men cropped includes 16 at the 
Hip, eight at the Cameo and an- 
other eight at the Orpheum, 

















DIRECTOR’S THEME SONG 


Los Angeles, April 9. 

Victor Schertzinger has written, 
“You, My Melody of Love,” as 
theme number for Universal’s “The 
Climax.” 

Jack Yellen and Harry Akst wrote 
a new ballad, “The Only One for 
Me,” as the theme song for “Bull- 
dog Drummond,” Goldwyn produc- 
tion featuring Ronald Colman. 





MUSIC FOR LEWIS 


Los Angeles, April 9. 
J. Keion Brennan is _ being 
brought to the coast by Warners 
to write special music for Ted 
Lewis’ first starring picture, 
“Everybody Happy?” 
Archie Mayo to direct. 


FEIST’S “SILVER SWAN” 


Leo Feist is publishing the music 
of the new Viennese operetta, “The 
Silver Swan,” which Herman Gant- 
voort is sponsoring at the Tremont, 
Boston. Score is by H. Maurice 
Jacquet, remembered as the French 
maestro who was the Roxy theatre's 
initial symphony conductor. 

Book is by William S. Brady and 
Alonzo Price; lyrics by Brady, with 
Price also staging. 








The formation of two new musig 
publishing firms, Santly Bros., Inc, 
and the Arthur Behim Music Pub, 
Corp., as well as the growth of a 
number of lesser ones, is regarded 
as the beginning of an infiux of 
increasing competition through 
other new firms being organized, 

The trend of the pop music trade 
whers anybody with a good song 
can click, points to the spreading 
of the business. Several of the 
leaders already are so allied and 
interlocked with the picture biz 
that they are virtually eliminated 
as open market competition. 

No item in Variety's inside stuff 
received so much attention in re- 
cent years in the music industry 
as the pointing out that three com- 
paratively small firms came to the 
fore with smash hits that topped 
the industry. They were Joe Morris 
with “Carolina Moon,” Milton Weil 
in Chicago with “Sweethearts on 
Parade,” and John Mills, who was 
put right on top with his “Blacke 
birds” .music among other publica- 
tions. In each case, not one was 
a.theme song. 

It told the music men lots of 
things. It showed them that the 
song’s the thing and that they'll 
buy good songs, or at least those 
tunes which strike the public fancy, 
no matter from whence it originates, 
Morris’ “Carolina Moon” went beg- 
ging for five years among the ma-« 
jor publishers despite two crack 
writers, Benny Davis and Joe 
Burke, having had their names as- 
sociated as the authors. 


New Firms 

With the many exploitation angles 
available, anybody’s song has a 
chance to click. The radio and the 
screen are two of the outstanding 
media. 

Next season will see many a pro- 
fessional manager, general manager 
and songwriter or crack song ex- 
ploiter in business for himself. This 
is tipping off on nobody but is a 
generality bound to see fulfillment 
because of the general trend in @ 
business that is being revolution- 
ized as radically as is the general 
show business—and ascribable gen- 
erally to the influence of the screen 
and iis synchronization possibilities 
for theme song plugs. 


$5,000 Under-Scale Fine 


Chicago, April 9. 
A. Ponta, orchestra leader, was 
fined $5,000 and suspended indefi- 
nitely by the Chicago Federation of 
Musicians for paying less than the 
union wage scale at the Bismarck 
hotel. 











Class Jazz for Europe 


Washington, April 9. 

Meyer Davis, back from abroad, is 
set to go to Europe the coming 
summer. He sees large opportuni- 
ties for introducing the symphonic 
syncopation, there now being, he 
states, a great deal of the blatant 
type of jazz popular in this country 
several years ago. 

In Naples, Rome, Florence, Paris 
and all the seaside places he has 
already set up contacts and signed 
several contracts. Among the latter 
is the Lido Venice, where he had 
one of his combinations last sum- 
mer. He believes he can meet the 
restrictions set up abroad and can 
reconcile foreign labor. 





PARADISE’S ADDITION 


Chicago, April 9. 

Starting next week the Paradise, 
B. & K. house, will increase its or- 
chestral productions to the scale at 
the Chicago. 

H, Leopold Spitalny, musical di- 
rector and co-producer of stage 
units at the Chicago, originally 
opened the Paradise with elaborate 
orchestra productions. Idea was 
dropped shortly after the opening. 
New policy will not interfere with 
Oriental units playing the house 
Spitalny will be in charge. 





Spitalny’s 3-Way Recording 
Phil Spitalny and his Hotel Penn- 
sylvania orchestra will make three 
types of recordings for the new Edi- 
son records. One will be dance, an- 
other the “salon” type and the third 
symphonic, utilizing the Capitol 


theatre orchestra. 
It was for this reason that Spital- 
ny was guaranteed a minimum of 





48 recordings a year. 
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Radio Rambles 


By ABEL 





Get a load of the Revelers’ ver- 
sion, with lyrics, of Gershwin’s 
“Rhapsodie in Blue.” It’s a pip. 
They did it on the Palmolive Hour, 
last half, and should make a peach 
recording for Victor. 

Victor, now so definitely allied 
with the radio interests, is going 

ter the radio names for disks sales 
possibilities. That’s how Paul Oli- 
ver of this hour, as well as Fred- 
erick Vettel, tenor of the Gold 
Strand orchestra, which ensues im- 
mediately after the Palmolive hour, 
are now “canning” so prolifically 
for Victor, after unknown quantities 

to now. 

Paul Oliver, like Olive Palmer, is 
an obvious coining in name to plug 
the Palmolive soap’s broadcasting, 
wherein they first came to atten- 
tion. That’s carrying propaganda to 
the nth degree! 


Husing Spontaneous 


Ted Husing, easily one of the Big 
Three of the nation’s ether gabbers, 
was at his peppiest during the La 
Palina activities. Husing’s stuff 
does not require the removal of the 
“mike” and the intervening ether 
waves to prove itself as strictly ad 
lib small talk. It’s all so spontane- 
ous, no announcer could possibly be 
reading it from MSS. or reeling off 
a rehearsed routine. Which sug- 
gests Husing a nite club m. c. or on 
the stage. Besides, Husing has per- 
sonal appearances, 

As an incidental sidelight, Bennie 
Krueger’s introduction on the Co- 
lumbia Broadcasting System’s com- 
mercial hour was a welcome return 
to the east. Krueger has keen in 





Chi and thereabouts for no little 
time. His version of “Yo Te Amo,” 
from “The Wolf Song,” was a me- 
lodic highlight. 





Happy Accident 

WABC had a jolly dance mara- 
thon on Wednesday, starting with 
the bright Larry Siry dansapation 
from the swanky Hotel Ambassador, 
which, like Dick Gasparre’s music 
from the Club Plaza in the Hotel 
Plaza, possesses an elite distinction 
all its own. It runs to politely 
rhythmic and melodic jazz, sweet 
’n’ pretty, sans any brash brass and 
hotsy-totsy heated manifestations, 
and which, truth to tell, is ideal for 
the ether. 

However, just for a change of 
pace, and because of what had pre- 
ceded, that’s the very reason Duke 
Ellington’s torrid jazzique from the 
Cotton Club in Harlem was particu- 
larly apropos. Incidentally, this is 
one of the few rare instances evi- 
denced in radio showmanship. It 
might all be strictly an accident— 
chances are it was—but if the sta- 
tions built their dance marathons as 
much for style and type as for the 
revenue entailed, it might lend a 
new light to broadcasting. 





Comment 

Vincent Lopez’s Hotel St. Regis 
music is noteworthy. . .. Rudy 
Vallee Sat. aft didn’t plug as much 
of his own stuff as on the midweek 
nightly broadcasts. . . Vaughn de 
Leath, with her “Code in My Node” 
on RCA Demonstration Hour, reg- 
istered. Those hill-billy interludes 
seem futile for metropolitan edica- 

















Supper and Dancing 


OPENING SATURDAY NIGHT, APRIL 13, AND 
EVERY NIGHT THEREAFTER 


FANNIE BRICE 


CLUB LIDO 


52nd Street and 7th Avenue 
Telephone COLumbus 2840 


























tion on that hour. Why continue 
‘em? . The new Santley Bros. 
publishing firm's songs are getting 
good co-operation as a 2zood will 


gesture from the ether artists, "spe- 
cially “Code in My Node” and 
“Feeling I'm Falling.” . . “Spring 
Is Here” and “Follow Thru” show 


music very pop., particularly “With 
a Song in My Heart,” from the for- 
mer. . Same authors as “Follow 
Thru” show, DeSylva, Brown and 
Henderson, are getting their “My 
Sin” ballad plenty plugged; sounds 
a cinch money song; i. e., a seller. 
. - . Larry Funk’s Band of a Thou- 
sand Melodies is still diggin’ up 
those swell old ones like “Love 
Tales,” “Will You Remember Me?” 
and all those classic melody fox- 
trots, and mixing them in with the 
current pops. . - Hal Kemp, trom 
the Hotel Manger, is another clicker 
with his swell dansapation. 
Rapee’s, Biggest Air Band 
Erno Rapee’s Mobiloil Quality 
Orchestra rates as the largest com- 
mercial orchestra on the air. 
Rapee’s 50 men tops Walter Dam- 
rosch’'s and others in numbers. Ra- 
pee further augments his symphonic 
band with crack instrumentalists 
such as Merle Johnson, Andy Se- 
nella, Harrt Breuer, Chuck Camp- 
bell, John Cali and the Farberman 
brothers for his specialists. 





Bernie as Commercial 

Ben Bernie was on the air Thurs- 
day night twice from the two NBC 
stations in New York, and their 
networks, WEAF and WJZ. On the 
latter, Bernie made his commercial 
radio debut as the band feature of 
the new Mennen Men half hour 
which Curt Peterson is announcing. 
It was a straight dance program of 
current pop favorites, relieved by a 
pleasing waltz medley and the usual 
vocal interludes. 

Later in the evening from WEAF 
Bernie topped it off with the con- 


cluding half hour from the Hotel 
Roosevelt. 
The National Broadcasting & 


Concert Bureau hour from 10.30 
until 11.30 has cut into Bernie's 
Roosevelt period, the NBC’s talent 
purveying agency featuring Rita 
Gould in character sketches besides 
the South Sea Islanders, Emil Ortiz 
and Pedro Fuentes, vocalists, and 
Hugo Mariani’s orchestra. 





Plenty of ditties getting great 
plugs and others being overdone. 
“Precious Little Thing Called Love,” 
“If I had You,” the revivals of 
“Whispering,” “Japanese Sandman,” 
the “Beautiful Lady” waltz from 
“The Pink Lady” operetta, “Merry 
Widow” waltz and the current op- 
eretta sensation, “Lover, Come Back 
to Me,” from “The New Moon,” are 

(Continued on page 58) 





AGENTS AND ROAD HOUSES 


Bookers In for 50 Per Cent for Fur- 
nishing Talent 





Announcement that Danny Jones 
of vaude and Harry Pearl, the 
agent, have 50 per cent of the Ben 
Hur Roadhouse at New City re- 
veals that six other roadhouses are 
now purportly half owned 
agents on Broadway. 

The situation this summer is that 


by 


the roadhouses agree to turn over 
50 per cent of the receipts to the 
bookers, who, in turn, must pay 
the talent supplied. House pays 


upkeep, rents and other such items. 

Among the roadhouses practicing 
thusly are: Lido in Jersey City; 
Colonial Inn, Paterson, and half a 
dozen others. 


Minor Studio Blooey 
Los Angeles, April 9. 
©. Sharpe Minor, organist, filed 
bankruptcy petition in United States 
District Court for radio studio in 


which he was partner with R. With- 
nell Leonard (deceased). 


Wage claims against the studio 
amounting to $350, paid with al- 


leged bouncing checks, are on file 
with State Labor Bureau, and other 
outstanding obligations are said to 
amount to several thousand dollars. 





AYLESWORTH ON VACATION 

M. H. Aylesworth, president of 
the National Broadcasting Co., and 
a director of RKO and RCA, is sail- 


ing today (Wednesday) on the 
“Olympic” on a month’s pleasure 
trip. 


Aylesworth will visit the principal 
broadcasting stations in England 
and on the continent while abroad. 





CONFERENCES 


Los Angeles, April 9. 
Ben and Sol Bornstein arrived 
here yesterday (Monday). 
Sol is conferring with Irving Ber- 
lin while Ben is doing likewise with 
his partners, Ager and Yellen, 





Brennan, Coast Writer 


J. Keirn Brennan, songwriter 
signed by Warner Bros., leaves for 
the west coast this week to start on 
songs for the Ted Lewis talker, “Is 
Everybody Happy.” 


PO 


Union Man to Turn Over 
Records in Radio Stations 


April 9. 

President James C, 
Petrillo of the Chicago Federation 
of Musicians that any mechanical 
| musical instrument in a broadcast- 


Chicago, 
Ruling by 





ing studio be operated by a union 
musician at a weekly scale of $90 
and up, is irritating to some of the 
stations, 

Representatives of WSBC ap- 
peared before the union board of 
directors and requested permission 
to use their union musician for 
things additional to just turning 


over phonograph records. The union 
board finally consented to the man 
doing a little announcing and enter- 
taining. 

Demand for these turn-over jobs 
has been fierce. 


. 
From the Russian 

Zinaiva Nicolina, from the 
Kretchma, Russian cabaret on East 
14th, is now the La Palina girl. 

She has been signed for 52 weeks 
as the sole femme member of that 
hour over the Columbia Broadcaste 
ing system, 





Dick Rogers on Air 
Dick Rogers, the other half of 
Rogers and Hart, will take commer- 
cial ether today (Wednesday) when 
he goes on the air for a baking 
company. 


Leo Morrison arranged the date. 








England’s Biggest Hit 


“IF 1 HAD YOU” 


Is Now America’s Song 
Sensation 


We took this number over 
from Campbell-Connelly, one 
of the foremost. British 
firms, and easily proved to be 


The Best Melody Fox-Trot 
We Have Published 
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Broadcasting Contest 
Over Station WEAF 


19,105 RADIO FANS PICKED 


MISS PATRICOLA 


A WINNER! 


THE 








For Particulars 


Write, Wire or Phone 
My Publicity Director 





PICK PATRICOLA 


FOR A REAL 


PEPPY, 


PERSONALITY 





AL SHERMAN 
1860 BROADWAY 
COLUMBUS 7583 
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MUSIC-NIGHT CLUBS 
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MILLENNIUM FOR 
SONG MEN 
ARRIVES 


The Tin Pan Alley millennium has 
arrived. So state the songwriters. 

It’s the first time the songsmiths 
have come into their own for the 
reason that, with the picture busi- 
ness and theme songs being what 
they are, the music publisher is now 
only as big as his songwriter. 

With the sound screen making hits 
for and despite the publisher, the 
Shakespearean paraphrase, that “the 
song's the thing,” has elevated the 
gongwriter into a new and greater 
importance. 

Although, as the creator, the 
songwriter should be the backbone 
of any industry, especially a semi- 
artistic racket such as song-hit 
manufacturing, until now the pub- 
lishing organization figured it was 
bigger than the writer and that ex- 
ploitation could “make” songs re- 
gardless. ; 

The screen has determined that 


the intrinsic merits of the songs 
have much to do with it. 


Dieipoas’s Readheess? 


Jack Dempsey, according to ru- 
mors prevailing on Broadway, will 
be affiliated with Bill Duffy in a 
roadhouse venture shortly to be un- 
der way. 

Duffy is said to be opening a gi- 
gantic place on Merrick Road, near 
Pavillon Royal. Large floor show 
eclipsing in magnitude anything 
done before, and class orchestra. 

Duffy and Dempsey are well 
known as side-kicks. 


Sid’s Frau Walked 


Chicago, April 9. 
Sid Clark, m. c. at the Cafe 
Royale, has filed suit through At- 
torney Phil Davis against Betty 
Gluck, charging desertion. 
The couple lived together a year 
after the marriage in 1924, 


SONGWRITER ON AIR 


Richard Rogers, of the song- 
writing team of Rogers and Hart, 
will make a radio appearance to- 
night (April 10) during the Con- 
tinental Baking hour. Louise 
Groody has been engaged for the 
same hour on April 24. 

Leo Morrison's office arranged 
both bookings. 











Fannie Brice, Doubling 

Fannie Brice will double from 
“Fioretta” into the Club Lido, start- 
ing April 13. The comedienne is in 
for four weeks, with Chic Endor 
and Bobby Brooks’ orchestra as co- 
features. 

This is Miss Brice’s debut as a 
nite club performer, figure is $3,- 





000 a week for four weeks. 











LEADING ORCHESTRAS DIRECTORY 








[ IRVING AARONSON 


and HIS COMMANDERS 


Opening Soon for the Summer 
ROOSEVELT HOTEL 
Los Angeles 
VICTOR RESORDS 
EXCLUSIVELY 


|__PHIL FABELLO 


The Different Ensemble 
Presentation Feature 
COLISEUM THEATRE 
New York City 

ROY FOX | 
“The Whispering Cornetist” 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
AMONG THE STARS 


MONTMARTRE CAFE 
HOLLYWOOD 


OWEN FALLON | 


and his 
CALIFORNIANS 


OUR SECOND YEAR 


PALAIS DE DANCE 
LOS ANGELES 


VINCENT LOPEZ | 


and His ORCHESTRA 
ST. REGIS HOTEL 
New York City 


DOUBLING IN 
R-K-O VAUDEVILLE 












































| THE BRICK TOPS | 


(PARISIAN RED HEADS) 


America’s Greatest Girl Band 
Now Headlining RKO “Collegiate Unit” 


Permanent Address 
28 West North St., Indianapolis, Ind. 


| DANNY CAIRNS 


And His 
B-K-O MELODY BAND 
Now Permanent Feature Each Week at 


ORPHEUM THEATRE 


Los Angeles 
BILLY SMALL, Director 


| JACK DUNN . | 


AND HIS 


ORCHESTRA 


CINDERELLA ROOF 
LOS ANGELES, CAL. 

















FROM DETROIT 


JEAN GOLDKETTE| 


Orchestras 
VICTOR RECORDS 


Office: 812 Book Tower 
DETROIT 


| TOM GERUNOVICH | 


and His 
ROOF GARDEN ORCHESTRA 
Exclusive Brunswick Artists 
ROOF GARDEN CAFE 


Broadway and Kearney Sts. 
San Francisco 





























| CHRIS MANN | 





AND HIS ORCHESTRA 


LAFAYETTE CAFE 


LOS ANGELES, CALIF. 





| MAL HALLETT | 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
America’s Greatest Dance Band 
Headin’ Home to N. E. 


Personal Management 
CHARLES SHRIBMAN 
Salem, Mass. 








PHIL PHILLIPS 


BAND . 
NOW PLAYING 


CLUB BAGDAD 


“Southland’s Most Beautiful Club” 
DALLAS, TEXAS 


JESS STAFFORD | 


and HIS ORCHESTRA 
NOW 


PALACE HOTEL 
SAN FRANCISCO 


P. S.—Brunswick Recording 




















| HENRY HALSTEAD | 


VICTOR RECORDING ORCHESTRA 
NOW PLAYING 


ROOSEVELT HOTEL 


HOLLYWOOD, CALIF, 


|. GEORGE OLSEN 


AND HIS MUSIC 
Featured Nightly 
CLUB RICHMAN 
NEW YORK CITY 
Office: 20 West 43d Street 
New York City 
VICTOR RECORDS 

















|PAUL WHITEMAN| 








B. A. ROLFE ~ | 





And His Greater Orchestra 


indefinitely 
ZIEGFELD MIDNITE FROLIC 


Personal Direction, 
JAMES F. GILLESPIE 


Radio’s Premier Conductor 


Lucky Strike Dance Orchestra 
Palais D’Or Restaurant Orchestra 
Edison Ace Recording Orchestra 











Jones Law Panic Over 





Pittsburgh, April 9. 

One of the best-known 
speakeasies in town was 
forced to close down for a 
couple of weeks recently when 
the bartender walked out with 
cold feet on Jones Law. Joint 
couldn't get anybody at all to 
tend bar. 

Fear of stringent legislation 
seemed to die down soon, how- 
ever, and now the “spéak” has 
more bartenders than it knows 
wat to do with. 


Radio Rambles 


(Continued from page 57) 














among those being generously ex- 
ploited or overdone as the evening’s 
song output may be. 





Spring Motif 

Lehn & Fink’s Serenade of 30 
minutes, which Alwyn E. W. Bach 
announces, with Jack Shilkret’s or- 
chestra as the musical feature, was 
very spring-y with its selections of 
“April Showers,” “In the Spring a 
Young Man‘s Fancy,” “Whispering,” 
the charming Rodgers and Hart 
tunes from “Spring Is Here” (of 
which “With a Song in My Heart” 
is one of the daintiest song confec- 
tions of recent times), plus vocal 
trios, plano duets and the like, 
dished up a program of ingratiating 
syncopation. 





Louis Katzman and his Hoover 
Sentinels from WEAF registered 
as usual, Their dansapation is 
fetching, featured by sterling or- 
chestrations. Edmund Ruffner was 
announcer and Jessica Dragonette, 
famed for her Philco Hour soprano- 
ing, sang charmingly. It was Miss 
Dragonette who reintroduced “Beau- 
tifyul Lady.” 





On the CBS from WABC, the Co- 
lumbians clicked with their 30 min- 
tues of distinguished rhyhtmic 
numbers. “Two Guitars,” the gypsy 
song favorite, was a colorful in- 
strumental number, while “My An- 
geline,” one of the prettiest current 
waltzes, was further enhanced by a 
vocal quartet. Why “My Angeline” 
hasn’t stepped out as a sure hit is 
one of the several things that’s up- 
setting the music biz. Everybody 
touted this Feist song as a cinch 
clicker. Despite all the dope, Joe 
Morris’ “Carolina Moon” turns out 
to be the No. 1 song of the country 
recently. 

Now that the song is a hit, it’s 
not intended to disparage the Mor- 
ris publication, because the Morris 
firm found themselves with a sur- 
prise hit on their hands. Consider- 
ing that “Carolina Moon” had been 
begging for publication for five 





CLEVELAND’S HIDEAWAY 


Legalized Booze on Pelee Island in 
Lake Erie 








Cleveland, April 9. 

Pelee Island, just over the inter- 
national boundary line in Canadian 
Lake Erie, is to become Cleveland's 
backyard speakeasy this summer. 
Island recently secured government 
dispensary, through which intoxi- 
cants may be legally procured. It 
is but a half day’s trip from here 
by boat. Pelee Island expects to 
clean up a fortune from thirsty 
Clevelanders and others in these 
parts. 

First steamer this season left for 
Pelee Island April 6 with wets. Boat 
rates are low. Many Clevelanders 
figure it's cheaper to go to Pelee 
than Canada to get soused. 





GEORGE KELLY’S CLUB 


George Kelly, of the original 
quartet, Kelly, Adler, Weil and Her- 
man, before going into the nite club 
business, is now operating the Club 
Lido, Detroit. An elaborate show, 
booked from New York by Lou 
Irwin, includes Gardner and Green, 
Helen Doyle, Wilma Novak and 
Burns and Swanson. 

Irwin also booked Harry Spear, 
formerly at the Little Club, New 
York, into the Avalon, Detroit, as 
m,. ¢,. 


SCHWARTZ’ HOFFMAN INN 

Louls Schwartz of the Club Rich- 
man, et al., has taken the lease on 
Hoffman Inn, Valley Stream, L. IL. 
as his first roadhouse venture. 

Schwartz will install a large re- 
vue, name band, go in gor radio 
plugging, etc., to buck the Pavillon 
Royal and other major competition 
down Merrick road. 








Organist at Coast Studio. 
Los Angeles, April 9. 
Albert Hay Malatte, who has been 
a picture theatre organist, is now 
on the Fox payroll in the arrang- 
ing and scoring department. 





years, its surprise hit may be readl- 
ly appreciated in Tin Pan Alley. 
Still a Prospect 

For strange reasons, certain dark 
horses among song MSS. suddenly 
step out as hits. Like as not, what 
are regarded as certainties often 
do not exceed moderate success. 

Hence the song in point, “My 
Angeline,” which was slated by 
Feist for a tie-up with the “Evan- 
geline” picture (U. A.) until some- 
thing happened and an Al Jolson 
song was used instead. Whereupon 
Wolfie Gilbert changed his original 
“Evangeline” to “My Angeline,” to 
take up the extra syllable, still hav- 
ing a great song, which shovid yet 
become a sizeable hit. 





Inside Stuff—Music 





that as well. 


synchronizations. 
what was selling. 


of the country. 
learning that it was his firm’s. 


Villa Moret. 





A Tough Guy in a Tough Spot 

A tough guy is in a tough spot in the music trades. 
is also tough for the interests he represents. That he ever represented 
those interests was purely an accident. 
friends who threw him his chance at the time. 

As he improved his chances with everything looking rosy for his end 
of running the musical business welfare, 
friends, remembering but himself and not any of those who made him. 
He was to have split with one of the latter but naturally overlooked 


Through him it 


He was made possible through 


the tough guy forgot his 


Of late things have switched. Now the tough guy is commencing to 
find himself blocked in many directions, without knowing where the 
blocking is coming from. And with more important matters to arise 
for the interests he represents, the same tough guy will go against 
harder propositions, all ready made for him long before he reaches any. 

In other days he dodged responsibility for his errors and claimed credit 
for many matters that were naturals or performed by others in the mu- 
sical part of the endeavors in which the tough guy has been con- 
nected. When the blow off arrives, if the tough guy has not gotten 
under cover with coin, it won’t be a question of dodging or credit. He'll 
just fade away like all tough guys who live on a bluff. 





Unknown Hit Surprised Owner 
One of the choicest Tin Pan Alley anecdotes is that of the music pub- 
lisher who didn’t know he owned the biggest song hit in the country. 
It was a picture theme song which the music man had shipped on to the 
coast, along with a flock of other mss., for possible synchronization into 
a feature of a company with which his firm was exclusively allied for 


Then the pub. went to Palm Beach. On his return, he asked his staff 
He was told that such-and-such was the No. 1 song 
Whereupon he asked: “Who's publishing it?,” only then 


It proved a hit despite themselves, coming to the fore from the screen. 
What was more, the picture was only a fair release, but the song had 
reached vast audiences from the screen, 





Known as “A Fast One” 

Lloyd Campbell, former treasurer of the Orpheum, San Francisco, who 
recently went into the music publishing business, put a fast one over on 
The latter concern had a song entitled “Walking Around 
in a Dream,” by Larry Yoell and Bob Spencer. 


It is said V. M. didn’t 


do anything with the number so Yoell went to Campbell and told him 
that if he would get Ted Lewis in on the number and give $500 each in 
advance royalties to Lewis, Bob Spencer and himself, Lewis would put 
the number into his act. The agreement also provided that they get six 
cents royalty on every copy. 

The deal was quickly closed. Lewis is now using the number and it 
is reported to be a hit in San Francisco and Los Angeles, 


oe 


we Claims Offside 
Stuff on Kit-Cat Date 


After being set for London at the 
Kit-Cat, Eddie Mayo and his Har. 
monica Gang had the contract cane 
celed. Booked through Abe Last. 


Mayo threatens litigation because 
his bookings were set back to Sep. 
tember in order to give Borrah 
Minevitch and his Harmonica Ras. 


cals an opportunity at the booking, 
he claims. 


Mayo was set at $1,200 for four 


weeks. The Minevitch figure ig 
$2,000. 


Mayo signed through Lou Irwin 
to succeed Minevitch in “Good Boy” 
on the road after the Broadway 
run. This left Mayo free for the 
summer to book abroad. Having 
the foreign dates set he invested in 


passage, new instruments, settled 
his affairs, etc., pending formal 
confirmation from the Foster 


agency of London, 


Mayo ‘complains that Lastfogel 
held out a cablegram on him for 
five days and that later the book- 
ing was switched to Minevitch for 
the fall. 

Lastfogel, says Mayo, offered to 
settle with him for $400. 





FOREIGN DATES CALL 

Rosita and Ramon have been un- 
able to set back their foreign book- 
ings and must sail April 20 for Lon- 
don, Paris and the Riviera resorts, 
Deauville, Cannes and Biarritz. 

The dancers are current at the 
Casanova and would stay there into 
May because of the favorable con- 
tract terms, but must sail, 





Colored Band in Ballrooms 


For the first time in four years 
Charles Johnson's Victor recording 
orchestra, from Small’s Paradise, 
Harlem, black-and-tan, will tour 
the New England and Pennsy ball- 
rooms. 

Johnson’s band was acclaimed 
winner in a battle of music with 
Duke Ellington’s Cotton Club or- 
chestra at a Monday morning 
“breakfast dance” at Rockland Pal- 
ace last week. 











A CHOP HOUSE 
QF EXCEPTIONAL MERIT 


156-8 WEST 48TH STREET 


—w—e— East of Broadway ———sat 


fogel of the William Morris agency, . 








TED HENKEL 





Musical Director 


Conducting Pit Orchestra 
Overture and Special Scores 
WITH ORCHESTRA OF 30 
Also Conducting and Supervising 
Stage Band Presentations 
WITH BAND OF 20 


CAPITOL THEATRE 


SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA 














“ 
DAUGHIER, COME DO 
By D. & G. Miller 
GREATEST FOX-TROT SONG-HIT 
of Modern Times 
Singers’ Pro. Copy FREE 
ORCHESTRATION 
Full Orch. with Saxes and Banjo and 
Novelty Chorus by 
HARRY L. ALFORD 
Per Set, 50c 





Pablished by the Worldwing Co., Ince. 
316 Cl ldg., New Castle, Pa. 
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« Coney Island, and was connected |weeks ago she became too ill to| . “ 
Obituary | with the Steeplechase Park, until |}continue with an act. Tom Mix With 101 

| the death of his brother, George. He She was the widow of Col. John 000 ? 
_ ; Was manager and treasurer of the Hopkins and a sister of Samuel W. At $15, Weekly? 

LOUIS STAUCH tive in the organization of the Mo- | Park and retired in 1914. maintain- Gumperts, president of the Coney | Chicago, April 9. 
Louis Stauch, old time Coney |tion Picture Club, died at his home /|ing a half interest in the Ferris Island Board of Trade, oe Tom Mix is reported having re- 
Islander and restaurateur, died April | in Freeport, Long Island, following | Wheel. He is survived by three sis- pL | ceived an offer to join Miller 
4 at the Caledonian Hospital, Brook- | an illness of several years’ stand-|ters, Mrs. Ellen M. Erzinger. Mrs. HARRY DAVIS | Brothers’ 103 Ran h Wild W wen at 
syn, N. ¥., due to heart trouble which | ing. Kathryn A. McCullough and Miss Wi yagi of }@ salary of $15,000 weekly, with all 

gripp.d him a month ago while rest- Born in Pleasantville, Pa., he was| Emma  L. Tilyou and = several Harry Davis, 55, actor, of “Appear- | expenses, 


ing in Florida. 

He was one of the pioneers of the 
old island, coming to America in 
1886 from Germany. One of his first 
jobs was playing the piano in an 
island restaurant at one time his 
accompanist on the violin was Aug: 
wst Kuhne, now police inspector 
handling traffic in Brooklyn. 


Mr. Stauch’s first private enter- 





prise was the Stauch Newark House | 


at the island which looked after the 
boat trade coming in from Newark. 
It was destroyed by fire and he built 
a still larger place which suffered 
the same fate as the first—flames 
ate the place up. 

His final move was the building 
ef the restaurant at Stratton Walk 
and the Bowery at the Island, which 
breught him his greatest rep. ‘The 
arrival of prohibition prompted him 
to sell the place and in 1926, after 
the sale, he retired. 

He was noted for his philan- 
thropic activities. Practically all 
local hospitals received his dona- 
tions and poor families were always 
looked after by him. In 1922 
he was granted a divorce from his 
wife, Mrs. Mathilda Stauch. There 
were no children. 

Funeral was private on Sunday 
afternoon, and burial in Greenwood 
Cemetery. Deceased is survived by 
a brother, John Stauch and a sister, 
Mrs. Mary Meagher, both living in 
Brooklyn. . 


JOHN SPARGO 
John Spargo, 58, for many years 
associated with picture trade jour- 
nals, notably as New York editor 
of the Exhibitors’ Herald, and ac- 


engaged in newspaper work for 30 


years as managing editor of the 
Boston Traveller, with the Min- 
neapolis Tribune and with the 


Richmond Dispatch, 
He resigned from the Exhibitors’ 


In Memory of Our Dear Son 


PAUL NEVINS 


Sadly Missed by 
“ather, Mother, Brothers and Sister 
May His Soul Rest In Peace 


MR. and MRS. PAUL KLOTZ 


His 


Herald about three years ago, fol- 
lowing a nervous breakdown, and 
for several years devoted himself 
to regaining his health. To this 
end he became active as a member 
of the Rockville Center country club 
and devoted much time to the pic- 
ture trade golf tournaments in 
which he was sufficiently recovered 
to take part. 

He took an administrative hand 
in developing the Motion Picture 
Club at the invitation of Al Licht- 
man and was at the helm until re- 
currence of physical disability 
foreed retirement. 

Two sons, William C. and Edward 
Scott, and his widow. survive. 
Funeral services. were held yester- 
day (Tuesday) from the Spargo 
home, 

EDWARD J. TILYOU 

Edward J. Tilyou, brother of the 
late George C. Tilyou, died last week 
at his home in Coney Island, after 
a brief illness of pneumonia. 





Mr. Tilyou was a long resident of 

















West. Rep., SIMON AGENCY 


Beehick # PUBYAT IT 


ATHLETES DIFFERENT 
WITH SELLS FLOTO CIRCUS 


CHICAGO ENGAGEMENT 


East. Rep.. ROSE & MANWARING 











nephews and nieces. Two nephews, | 
George C. and Edwara F. 
are looking after the Tilyou busi- | 
ness. 


WILLIAM E. BETTS 


Tilyou |. 


ances” 


of heart disease at the Hotel Hard- 


ing He was originally a reporter 
on the San Francisco Examiner and 
also an agent for Hagenback-Wal- 
| lace, 


Mr. Davis appeared on the coast 


William E, Betts, 73, actor, died |for years with Kolb and Dill, Henry 


April 6 of pneumonia and heart 
|disease at the Hotel Portland, N. Y. 
| Betts had made his home at the 
hotel for several years following re- 
pr ewrainda from the stage. 

Among some of the 

|which he appeared were 
jence,” “Cappy Ricks,” “Polly Pre- 
|ferred,” “Seventh Heaven” and 
| “Pearl of Great Price,” which was 
jhis last stage appearance. He also 
appeared in several films. 


shows in 
“Experi- 


Widow and a daughter, Doris 
King, actress, survive. Interment 
in Kensico cemetery, auspices 
Actors’ Fund. 





WILLIAM SEELEY 

William Seeley, 64, for many years 
of the Seeley and West musical 
turn, died in Boston April 5 follow- 
ing an operation for stomach growth 
and was buried Monday under N. 
V. A. auspices in Kensico Cemetery. 

Mr. Seeley’s first wife was Bessie 
Bonehill, English performer. A son 
of this marriage survives. Also 
surviving is Mrs. Floyd Seeley, in 
vaudeville with. her -trained bird 
act, Lucille and Cocky. For some 
years Mr. Seeley ran a tea room in 
Brook Haven, L. I. 





MRS. RICHARD TALMADGE 

Mrs. Madge Talmadge, 31 (nee 
Madge Frances Allen) wife of Rich- 
ard Talmadge, died April 1 in Van 
Nuys, Calif., of heart trouble. She 


ville, and while playing at the Hip- 
podrome, New York, met Talmadge. 
They were married in the Little 
Church Around the Corner, New 
York, in 1917, and soon after Mrs. 
Talmadge retired from the stage. 
There are no children, 





JANET MELVILLE 

Janet Melvillé (Mrs. Jane Hop- 
kins), 65, who years ago was of the 
|; vaudeville team of Melville and 
Stetson, died in Harbor . Hospital, 
April 5 of infirmities of old age. 

Miss Melville was active in stage 
work for many years until several 





| Duffy 


had been ill for three months | 
Deceased was formerly in vaude- | 





and Will King and also 
worked in pictures. Members of the 
“Appearances” cast assumed charge 
of the funeral at Campbell's, 





ALBERT B. McCAFFEY 


Albert B. McCaffey, 78, former 
showman and actor, died at his 


home in Los Angeles, April 5, after 
five weeks illness. He operated 
Elitch Gardens, Denver, 35 years 
ago, later turning actor, He is sur- 
vived by one son, Kenneth Mc- 
Caffey, press agent for the Belasco 
theatre, Los Angeles. His widow 
also survives. 





LESTER EVANS 

Lester Evans, 38, stage director, 
died April 6 of cancer at his home 
in New York. He had been with a 
number of Broadway producers. 

Deceased had been attached for 
some time at the Academy of Music, 
New York, as stage director. 





ERNEST V. LAMONT 
Ernest V. Lamont, 35, for the past 
five years in the contract depart- 
ment at Universal City, died Apri! 


IN MEMORY OF 


FRANK CLARK 


April 13, 1926 
MARY MURRAY 





5 of acute indigestion. at his home 
in Glendale, Cal. 
His widow survives, 


N. Y. State Fair Midway 


Syracuse, N. Y., April 9. 

The Nat Reiss Shows will pro- 
vide the midway at the 1929 New 
York State Fair, replacing the Ber- 
nardi carnival, which has shown 
here for the past three seasons at 
the exposition. 

Creatore’s band has also been 
signed for the State Fair. 





at the Hudson, died April 4} 





Mix had intended going to Eu- 
rope this spring. His answer has 
not as yet been returned to the 
Millers, 

101 is playing here at the 


Stadium. 


Ringling Chatter 

The Ringling, Barnum and Bailey 
circus is being sent on the air 
from Madison Square Garden as a 
descriptive performance for the 
first time. The radio broadcasting 
is being done three times weekly, 
about one hour of the show being 
given each time. Formerly the radio 
trick was little more than a bally- 
hoo, with the animals’ feeding time 
the main idea, 

Theol Nelson will soon be in ac- 
tion. Her first child (daughter) 
was born in Detroit in February. 
She is married to Ray Marlowe of 
the ticket department, 

The Rellmutts, whose high-wire 
routine is like the Wallenda troupe, 
will not work during the Garden 
date. Will go into show when it 
gets under canvas. More advanta- 
geous, the tent being longer than 
the Garden “lot,” 

It is claimed that Zacchini, the 
Italian “human projectile,” can be 
propelled 200 feet through the air 
from the cannon. That is more 
than double the distance he goes at 
present, 

There about 15 acts under sal- 
ary and with the Ringling outfit but 
not working during the Garden date. 
All go in under canvas. 

Just as many people with the 
show as last year, Liberty horses 
have been cut beeause of ‘the: gen- 
eral use of such acts in other shows, 
Total stock said to be about the 
same, however. 


South Bend’s $300 Fee 
May Stop Carnivals 


South Bend, April 9. 

City council passed ordinance 
establishing license fees for car- 
nivals at $300 for first. day’s show- 
ing and $100 for each successive 
day and in addition $50 a day for 
each separate side show, or at- 
traction. 

The intention being to make the 
license fees prohibitive. 
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TENTH ANNUAL CHICAGO COLISEUM ENGAGEMENT 
MARCH 30 TO APRIL 28, 1929, INCLUSIVE 


ZACK TERRELL, General Manager 


FEATURING 


J. D. NEWMAN, General Agent and Traffic Manager 


SELLS FLOTO CIRCUS 


And Buffalo Bill’s Wild West Combined 


EUROPE’S MOST SENSATIONAL TRAINED WILD ANIMAL ACTS, 


COMBINED WITH THE FAMOUS SELLS FLOTO CIRCUS BEAUTIFUL 
FRED J. WARRELL, Assistant Manager 






































And FAMILY 3 


SELLS FLOTO CIRCUS 


NOW 


POODLES HANNEFOR 
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MILLER BROTHERS 


101 RANCH 
REAL WILD WEST SHOW 


ZACK T. MILLER, Manager JOSEPH C. MILLER, JR., Assistant Manager 
R. M. HARVEY, General Agent FRED SEYMOUR, General Superintendent 
T. O. MANNING, Treasurer 





NOW 


Showing at the NEW CHICAGO STADIUM--Chicago 
MARCH 30th to APRIL 21st--Inclusive 


THE WILDEST WILD WEST THE 101 RANCH HAS EVER HAD 
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12 HORSES 12 HORSES 


MADAME BEDINI and SIR VICTOR 


With the World’s Greatest High School Horses 
Also the Originators of the “Yankee Doodle’? Horse—GOLD FOX 


Featured with 
CHICAGO STADIUM CIRCUS FOR RUN OF ENGAGEMENT 
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JOE HODGINT ana CO. 


ONE OF THE HIGHLIGHTS OF THE CHICAGO STADIUM CIRCUS 


Again Featured with ROBBINS BROS. CIRCUS of Season 1929 


CARL | FIVE Lee 
—— MANELLO | PEERLESS | BROWN 


and Co. | FLYERS | “"=="™ 





THE 






America’s P remier Acrobats Featured Attraction with the 
i NEW CHI 
Featuring a Triple Somersault to The Balancing Marvels Featuring Bob Fisher ee 2 leat 
Chair A Wow and How 


WITH When in Chicago, visit Tom 
NOW AT NOW 


CHICAGO STADIUM CIRCUS it RP 
CHICAGO STADIUM CIRCUS CHICAGO STADIUM CIRCUS 296 So. Wehesk’ hue: 














GEORGIE HANNEFORD and CO. RIDING ROONEYS 


THE RIDING FOOL CHICAGO STADIUM CIRCUS 





Featured with CHICAGO STADIUM CIRCUS Direction BARNES & CARRUTHERS 
ERMA WARD KENNETH WAITE TROUPE 
WORLD’S GREATEST LADY GYMNAST (Amereae Ciawns) 


Putting the Laugh in the NEW CHICAGO STADIUM 
Featured with CHICAGO STADIUM CIRCUS CIRCUS 
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Phones: Central 0644-4401 ist. 
State-Lake Soemery, accompanying themselves | up local exhibits for co-operation. dancers in the foyer, which has ay; plans new $75,000 theatre building 
Follow-up booking of acts re- vocally and with hammers, Besides, | Chamber of Commerce wired Pete | terrazzo floor quite appropriate for|in Kenton, 0. 
the Palace hurts the the first screen must be used to give} Woodhull, president the M.P.T.O.A.. | dancing, Manager Nolan charges — ——-- 
peatiy 3 ‘ ; them room, and the amplifiers are} urging that its national convention |the regular admission to organized Blanche Wilcox, stock actress 
State-Lake little if at all, for the behind the second screen. No chance! be brought here this summer dur-|theatre parties with the privilege |entered the women pilots’ cross- 
jronic reason that not until wary to catch the “Syncopation dialog | ing the exposition. of the dancing after the show with-|country air race, feature of aero- 
recently was the two-a-day Palace Sunday morning. t ntil a way is een aht eee ne ae wae out extra cost. The idea has made/|nautic show here this summer Her 
doing any business to speak of. But/found to get around this difficulty BUFFALO a hit among collegians. husband is Dewey L. Noyes, chief 
it hurts the Palace plenty and is the house will be hurt a little by pilot on Cleveland-Pittsburgh ai: 
partly responsible for that theatre's it. Management is as annoyed as By SIDNEY BURTON —— mail line. 
difficulties. are the customers, with the cus- Teck—‘' Macbeth.” The sessions of the various Pro- = 
The follow-up policy reaches its|tomers giving the management an Buffalo—*Close Harmony.” vincial Parliaments in Canada have 
eak this week with the Mosconi| undeserved mental rap. Century—"“Broadway Melody.” 


rothers unit of five acts in the 
State-Lake after a previous appear- 
ance for $2 at the Palace. And it’s 
jin the pop-priced house with the 
muchly exploited “Syncopation” 
picture, showing plainly where cus- 
tomers may get a real bargain in 
vaudeville. The current State-Lake 
pill is the worst slap in the face 
the Keith office has ever taken at 
its own Palace. But it may be casy 
booking if that’s the answer. 

Heavy advertising of the new 
sound policy continues to be a 
drawing novelty at the State-Lake. 
There are two batches of custom- 
ers, though, who don't think much 
of it—the first Sunday morning 
crowd and the last Saturday night 
bunch. At those shows the stage 
hands are hanging or pulling down 
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When in Chicago 
Visit These Hits 














SELWYN 


A Rombshell in the Theatre 


Richard Bennett 


in “JARNEGAN” 


The Low-down on Hollywood 


WOODS—Twice Daily 
SEE—The Spectacle of the Ages—HEAR 


DOLORES COSTELLO 
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“NOAH’S ARK” 
WARNER VITAPHONE 


NEW Matinees 
APOLLO Wednesday and Saturday 


On the Site of the Old Olympic 
SEASON’S SENSATION! 


MAE WEST 


“DIAMOND LIL” 


THE MOST-TALKED-OF STAR AND 
PLAY IN THE WORLD 


ILLINOIS setae > ommaeaal 
A. L. Erlanger & Harry J. Powers, Megrs. 
ANOTHER ZIEGFELD TRIUMPH 
MARILYN 
MILLER 
in ROSALIE with 
JACK 


DONAHUE 
H. WOODS’ Matinees Wednes- 


D E L P H i day and Saturday 


A 
4. H. WOODS’ EASTER GIFT 


FAY BAINTER 
in “JEALOUSY” with 
JOHN HALLIDAY 


Fresh from 6 months in New York 
MATINEES 


BLACKSTONE ,VATNPES. 
A. L. Erlanger & Harry J. Powers, Mers. 


All Other Mystery Plays Are Bedtime 
Stories Compared to This One 


DRACULA 


ERLANGER MATINEES WEDNES- 


DAY AND SATURDAY 
SEE THE VANISHING WHIPPET CAR 
AND 10 BEAUTIFUL GIRLS 


THURSTON 


The Famous Magician and His Daughter 





Talking 
Picture 

















Mosconi unit played to heavy ap- 
plause here. Booked additionally 
were Edna Wallace Hopper, head- 
lining, and Lou Cameron. Elsie and 
Paulsen, ice skaters, opened with 
two good whirl routines and got 
unit support in a heavy scenery 
flash and fill-in spots by the unit 
chorus lineup. Lou Cameron was 
second at 12:45 and complained sev- 
eral times that as far as he was 
concerned he was _ still in bed. 
Dancing and gagging comic, sup- 
ported by an unbilled and pretty 
girl straight, and an early hit de- 
spite his bed yen. Third were Mos- 
coni Bros., with two specialty girls 
and the unit chorus working with 
them in full-stage. Great returns. 
Miss Hopper, preceded by a film 
trailer showing how she got rid of 
her advertised 63 years, and then 
appearing in full-stage for an in- 
teresting talk and exercise demon- 
strations, should be drawing quite 
a bit this week in her home town. 
Her special Friday morning per- 
formance for women will be held 
at the Palace Friday, permitting a 
noon start with better chance for 
draw than an early morning show, 
and giving the State-Lake its reg- 
ular early start without interrup- 
tion. 

Broderick and Crawford, next-to- 
closing, had a full main floor for 
their entrance and accomplished 
even more here than at the Palace. 
Miss Broderick’s routine is simply 
a series of drawling insults directed 
at her partner, but scores by virtue 
of excellent handling. 

Closing was an afterpiece affair, 
“The Sad Case of Mary Dugan,” 
burlesquing the legit and using the 
unit acts with Miss Broderick as 
Mary. Clever bit, capably rounding 
out a grade A pop-priced vaude bill. 

Threatening weather, but busi- 
ness heavy. Bing. 





Great States have taken vaude 
out of the Grand in Alton, substitut- 
ing three Vitaphone acts and mov- 
ing the three vaude acts to the Hip- 
podrome, 





Auditorium, Erie, Il., sold to T. 
W. Briegel by L. Osborne last week. 
Avon, Avon, Ill, taken over by Doyle 
Carter. 





Castile, grind picture house down- 
town, has installed Moviephone, 
local device on the interchangeable 
disk plan. 





Besides the regular advance 
newspaper advertising and several 
hundred 24 sheets, Warners used 
four double-page spreads in Chicago 
dailies for the opening of Noah’s 
Ark,” at the Woods, Sunday. 

It’s the heaviest advance exploit- 
atien ever given a picture here, 


Ind., 





Liberty theatre, 
closed. 


Liberty, 





Dave “Curly” Ross will book the 
free circus acts for White City 
Amusement Park this season, 





Co-operative operation of the 
American terminates May 1, when 
George Burdick, manager, takes 
over the house alone on agreement 
with the Lomax Bros., owners of 
the property. Burdick proposes to 
spend around $25,000 in remodeling 
and wiring the house with RCA 
Photophone. Present 1,200 capacity 
of house will be increased by 300 
seats, with a 40-foot electric sign 
and projection board on the canopy 
to be installed. Mixed vaude policy 
now in effect will be discarded, 
with the house going to straight 
sound. 





Promotion of the American The- 
atre Equipment Corp. exposition at 
the Coliseum in June is beginning 
to gain headway. W. G. Newbould, 
head of the outfit, has obtained the 
ir4orsement of the Chamber of 





JANE, Singing. Dancing Comedienne 


Commerce and is using that to line 
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Hipp—“Why Be Good.” 
Great Lakes—‘Speakeasy.” 


Gay ety— Mutual bur. 





An alicolored performance, 
several hundred negro actors, 


with 
will 





been prorogued for the year with- 
out 
Lafayette—‘'Ned McCobb’s Daughter.” | ‘ 
or 
Parliamentary activities have never 
been 
as this year. 


the passing 
iffecting the 
disturbing 


legislation 
of theatres 
patronage. 


of any 
operation 
theatre 


so free of theatre legislation 





otherwise indicatea. 


follows and on pages: 


BROOKE VN 2 cccccccccscvcses 61 
BRONX .ncccccccccccccccccces 
BUFFALO ..cccccccccccececee 61 
CHICAGO ...cccceecnceececeee 61 
CINCINNATI ..casceeeeeeeees 62 
CLEVELAND .........-e0000+ 61 
LOS ANGELES............... 62 
MINNEAPOLIS .......+-++++- 62 
MONTREAL ..ceccssesceeceee 63 
OAKLAND cccciccccccscccceces & 





CORRESPONDENCE 


All matter in CORRESPONDENCE refers-to current week unless 


The cities under Correspondence in this issue of Variety are as 


OMAHA 
OTTAWA 
PITTSBURGH 
PORTLAND, ORE.... 
ROCHESTER 
ST. LOUIS....... ‘ 
SEATTLE ..... Ceecccccccccess 
SYRACUSE ......4.... 
WORD .00-cvsdcccsers 
TORONTO ...... 








be presented at the Teck Wednes- 
day night under the title of “The 
Melody of Color.” Direction of J. 
M. Pollard. 





Kenneth D. Hines, of Buffalo, win- 
ner of the second prize in the At- 
water Kent Contest, goes to Ro- 
chester May 7 as staff tenor with 
WHAM, there. 





Michael Shea celebrated his 70th 
birthday Monday and was given 
columns of newspaper space for 
the occasion. The News published 
an extended interview with the vet- 
eran showman, in which he remin- 
isced at length along Thomas 
Edison’s lines, 








BROOKLYN, N. Y. 


By JO ABRAMSON 


Majestic—"‘A Night in Venice.” 
Werba’s Brooklyn—‘‘Sun Up.” 

Werba’s Flatbush—‘‘Carnival.” 
Boulevard—‘“The Wild Duck.” 
Werba’s Jamaica—Stock. 
Strand—‘‘Redeeming Sin.” 

Fox—“New Year’s Eve’’; vaude. 
Paramount—‘“Wolf Song’’; stage show. 
Momart—‘Dream Street.” 

St. George—Double feature. 
Star—Mutual bur. 

Gayety—Mutual bur. 

Albee—‘“‘Clear the Decks’’; vaude, 
Orpheum—"“‘Children of Ritz’; vaude. 
Loew’s Met—‘‘Iron Mask’; vaude. 
Rivera—‘Tolerance” (stock). 





Albee stage had a wedding when 
Melita Wrona and Willie Blasero, 
midgets appearing in “Tiny Town 
Revenue,” were married by local 
magistrate. 





Two new attractions here this 
week: “Carnival,” with Anne For- 
rest and Norman Foster, at the 
Flatbush, and “A Night In Venice,” 
new musical, at the Majestic. 





Fox is plastering the town with 
notices of this week’s show. On the 
vaude lineup they are pushing Greta 
Nissen and James Rennie in Jack 
Lait’s playlet, entitled “The She and 
the Sheik.” 


Steeplechase Park, Coney Island, 
opened last Sunday, 


OTTAWA 


By W. M. GLADISH 


Two years ago the Canadian 
Council on Child Welfare, Ottawa, 
published a “White List” of ap- 
proved pictures for both adults and 
juveniles, the list being prepared 
with the co-operation of the Censor 
Boards in Canada and the Canadian 
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YOURSELF, YOU WOULD NOT HAVE MADE A CHANGE 


Remington Portable 


Lightest, 
most dependable, 
New Design... New Color Combinations 
new 
make 
typewriter history. 
vou have seen the new Remington. 
branches everywhere. 
Portable Typewriter Division 

y, Remington Rand Business Service, Inc. 





FOR THE SHOW BUSINESS 


The New 


most compact, easiest writing . . . 
with standard keyboard and a 


features, individual to Remington 
this the outstanding portable in 
Don't buy a portable until 
Dealers and 


BUFFALO, N. Y. 


Motion Picture Distributors Asso- 
'eiation. An uproar ensued because 
of discriminations, but the Coun- 
cil, which is closely associated with 
government activities, has now is- 
jsued a second publication. This time 
iit is: “A List of Pictures Children 
| Will Like.” It deals entirely with 
ifilms suitable for children. 





Ambrose Nolan, manager of the 
Avalon theatre, Ottawa, Ontario, has 
evolved a new sideline for wired 
itheatres. This consists of after- 
theatre dances in the foyer for 
|patrons, with the music coming 
from appropriate discs. An operator 
in the projection booth is the mu- 
sical conductor and 








the magnified 


OMAHA 


By ARCHIE J. BALEY 


Brandeis—Stock musical comedy. 
Orpheum—‘‘The Barker,” vaude. 


Riviera—"‘The Wild Party,” Publix 
unit. 
World—"‘Lucky Boy” (film), Pan 


vaude, 
Rialto—‘“‘The Wolf Song.” 
Empress—Tab and film. 
Moon—"‘Outlawed.” 





After closing its legitimate stock 
season with a three weeks’ engage- 
ment of Marjorie Rambeau as guest 
star, the Brandeis has reopened 
with musical stock. Leslie Jones 
and Charles George leads. Others 
are Helen Tucker, Claire Sinclair, 
Marie Stewart, Richard Tracy and 
Max Vinsonhaler 





The Tivoli, third small house to 
wire. 





Secret marriage of Marie Stew- 
art, ingenue of the Brandeis Play- 
ers, to E. R. Pellegrin, an Omaha 
nonpro., became known this week. 


CLEVELAND 


By GLENN C, PULLEN 
Hanna—‘‘The Trial of Mary Dugan” 





BIRMINGHAM, ALA. 


By ROBERT H. BROWN 


Alabama—‘‘Close Harmony.” 
Ritz——‘‘Children of the Ritz.” 
Strand—'‘'Chivnatown Nights.” 
Trianon— ‘Sin Sisters.” 
Empire—‘“Spite Marriage.” 
Lyrie—Stock. 





Alex Keese replaced Eddi: Guest 
as m,. ec. at Alabama last week. 
Guest back to New York. 





Milt Tolbert Show players, struck 


by floods at Brewton, have been 
playing to school audiences for 
meals, 





Rubin and Cherry shows, in win- 
ter quarters at Montgomery, open 
there this week, 
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mand be assured of receiving the 
best materials properly blended 


SOLD EVERYWHERE | 
Manufactured by 


Stein Cosmetic Co., N. Y. 


INERS 
MAKE UP 


Est. Henry C. Miner, Inc. 


MORRISON 






































(2a week). 
Ohio—"‘Dracula” (4th week). 
Stillman— “Coquette.” 
Palace—‘'Carnation Kid’; vaude. 
Allien—‘‘Wild Party.” 
Hip—‘‘Speakeasy” (24 week). 
State—‘"‘Chinatown Nights’; unit. 
105th—''Sal of Singapore”; 


William E. Burton, new manager 
of Loew’s Allen. Burton formerly 
with Loew's Staite in New York. 
Fred Clary resigned to become as- 
sistant manager of Public Hall. 


vaude. 








Cissie Loftus fell getting off the 
train and hurt her ankle, but 
played her date at Uptown, War- 
ners’ new neighborhood. House has 
gone from three acts to five. 





Harland Fend, former Loew pP.a., 
is doing publicity for the Van Swer- 
ingen interests, who are promoting 
and building the new Union station 
and terminal group. 





Sam Manheim’s burlesque stock 
has folded wn. The boys wanted 
their burlesque hot, but the cops 





forbid. Result: synthetic dirt and 
poor biz. Columbia only burlesque 
}-* 

Rebuilding Mansfield theatre, 


Mansfield, O., destroyed by fire, be- 
gun. Will be 1,850 seats and sound. 
W. M. and H. R. Skirboll, owners. 





Kenton Amusement Company 


HOTEL 


CHICAGO 


World's tallest, 1944 rooms and baths 




















- §T. REGIS HOTEL 


Single Room without Bath. $7. $8. $9.06 
Single Room with Bath.. .$10.50 $12.00 
Twin Beds without Bath.. ... . $11.00 
Double Room without Bath.. $10. $12.00 
Double Room with Bath...... $12. $14.00 
Irwin Beds with Bath............ $14.00 


Running water inp al) rooms - 
Conveniently located to al) theatres 
Within walking distance of the loop 


516 N. Clark 8t., Phone—Superior 1322 











ANNUAL CLEARANCE 
SALE 


New and Used Costumes 
LESTER LTD. 


Lake St. - CHICAGO 
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THE STANDARD ENGRAVING CO In« 
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WE DO REPAIRING 


| SOLE AGENTS FOR H @& 





rhythm is plainly heard by the 








STRICTLY UNION MADE 


PROFESSIONAL TRUNKS 


$@Q.00 and up 


ALL MODELS—ALL SIZES ON HAND 
AT GREATLY REDUCED PRICES 


} ALSO 1,000 USED TRUNKS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION 
OPEN EV 


| SAMUEL NATHANS, Inc. 


| 668 Seventh Avenue, between 40th and 4ist Streets, New York City 


! Phones: Longacre 6197, Pennsylvania 9064 





nn, Oshkosh & Mendel Trunks 


ENINGS WRITE FOR CATALOG 


M TRUNKS IN THE EAST 
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ARTHUR UNGAR in Charge 
Loew's State Bldg., Suite 1221-22 
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i“The Way of All Law,” 
| Horace Liveright, Inc. 


Pantages both for 


Current bill 
many a day. 
or over flashy. 
matinee capacity. , 

Started with Robbins Trio, 
men and woman on the roller 
skates. Average routine to the 
finishing trick which is whirlwind 
gymnastics. Then Loew and Dunn 
Sisters, with talk, song and dance. 
Neat youthful trio who can boast 
at least of special song material. 
Not so forte on the dance or talk 
but the song numbers put them 
over. In trey “Oriental Oddities,” 
man and two women with few 
magical tricks and finishing with 
cleaving a woman in thirds. Bit 
more showmanship might be 
utilized in latter trick. Turn is 
flash for intermediate houses if 
presented in showmanlike manner. 

Next to closing Harris and 
Pepper, two men, comedy, knocked 
off all the gravy with song patter 
and talk. Is a sure fire hokum 
talker sold in convincing manrer 
and sure for the Pan bills. The 
ballad by straight man means noth- 
ing. : is 

Closing was “Castle of Dreams 
flash turn with Hazel Mason and 
three men, two hoofers and one 
vocalist. Setting is novel and were 
it properly lighted might attract 
considerable attention. Miss Mason 
is versatile at hoofing and can do 
anything from‘ the kicks and 
Spanish to eccentric tumbling and 
mimicry. Two hoofers okay, one 
of them who does soft shoe routine 
has idea he is a comic. It’s all his 
own. Should just keep on doing 
his stepping as that is all expected 
of him. Vocalist fs a balladist with 
pleasing voice. Turn runs 16 
pa minutes and good to ring down the 
fina! curtain of a variety show that 

holds them. 

: On the screen 
a Lone Wolf” (Col). 


as good as any in 

Not an expensive one 

Opening Saturday Ludwig Berger will direct an op- 

| eretta with European background 

for Par. He at one time conducted 
grand opera in Berlin. 


two 





Al G. Barnes circus got under 
way April 6 for a nine day stand 
at Hill and Washington streets, 
downtown. Outfit is again featur- 
ing “Parade of Gold” spectacle, same 
as used past three seasons. 





Hollywood Voice and Screen Test 
Syndicate, Robert Demateis, presi- 
dent, and Melbourne Spurr, local 
portrait photographer, secretary- 
treasurer, have taken quarters here. 
Officials say purpose of organiza- 
tion is to supply tests, either vocal 
or photographic, to actors, singers, 
speakers. 





Cast for “This Thing Called 
Love,” staged by Henry Duffy at 
Hollywood Playhouse, comprises 
Tom Moore, Kay Hammond, Gean 
Kent, Zita Moulton, Helen Kleeb, 
Cameron Prud'homme, Alan Con- 
nor, Lloyd Howard and Barlowe 
Borland. John MacKenzie stage di- 
rector, 





May Robson goes to Portland next 
week to appear in “Mother's Mil- 
lions” for Henry Duffy. 





Roy Mack, stage producer signed 
by Fanchon & Marco in New York, 
has been assigned production super- 
vision of Fanchon & Marco's 
“Wheels” Idea as his first. 





Jacqueline Logan, screen actress, 
is rehearsing a comedy dramatic 
skit to try out for R-K-O. 





“Return of the 


Clai & ti t 13 fil 
ag. aims amounting to $113 ed 


with State Labor Bureau against 
Robert Callahan, rodeo promoter, by 
Roy Screwdriver and McFarlane 
Brothers, for unpaid wages. 





Pow-Wow Cafe (Udell and Shel- 
ton), Whittier, Cal., sued in State 
Labor Commission for $68 back sal- 





Selasco & Curran bringing Helen 
Hayes and New York cast intact 
in “Coquétte” to open at Belasco 
early in May. Mary Pickford opens 
United Artists April 3 in screen ver- 
sion of same play. 


.Drake, musicians. They assert they 
were discharged without receiving 
their money. 





Annual Baker Ranch rodeo will 





be held at Saugus, Cal. April 14. 

Vera McGinnis, champion woman 
4 relay rider, will be the featured per- 
: former. Approximately 300 have 
s entered. 





Erlanger’s Mason will go dark 
following current engagement of 
Walker Whiteside in “The Royal 
Box,” probably for summer. 








> Irene Wright succeeds Milly Lou 
Ee Mobley in charge of secrefarial and 
a stenographic department at Par- 
amount Studios. 


Following “Coquette,” which got 
under way at United Artists April 
3, and which is figured for three to 
four weeks’ stay, house will show 











Under present contract Jannings| “Osceola” at 


the Mission Play 





has two more pictures to make. Or- | House. 
x nitz has been on Par lot 14 months a 
Contract expires May 1, when writer Legitimate Lovers,” three-act 


will go to New York to do novel, 
“Cellini of the Movies,” and play, 


WANT™=D 
Male comics, juveniles, singers and 
dancers to act as social directors in 
summer resorts, also entertaining bands. 


Good salary to those able to stage en- 
tertainments, novelty nights and act as 


hosts. 
HAMMER & SHERMAN 


1650 Brondwey. Room 704 
NEW YORK CITY 


comedy by Alice and Natalie Bar- 
ney, staged at Theatre Mart April 
6, for one week. 


Le 














Harry Rubin, projection and 
sound expert for Publix in Eastern 
territory, has been brought here to 
make a survey of projection equip- 
ment and sound effects in local 
Publix houses. 





Nineteen juveniles signed by Fox, 
mostly for chorus work in Fox 
Movietone Follies, appeared simul- 
taneously before Superior Court 
Judge Keetch, asking legal recogni- 
tion and approval 








18 years, »nd the salaries specified 
from $40 to $75 per week. Aside 
from the legality of the proceed- 
ings, the daily newspapers fell for 
the gag and devoted considerable 
publicity space. 


in the Golden West 
Ca:*—MULLER’S—Lill 
““NO OLD TIMERS” 
Direct from Train or Theatre 
You Are Welcome 
724 So. Hill St.. Los Angeles 





Title of “Black Narcissus,” regis- 
tered by C. B. De Mille for Pathe 
over a year ago, when he planned 
to make an all-negro epic, is now 
being used as title to first of a se- 
ries of Hugh Wiley “Wildcat” com- 
edies being produced by Pathe. 
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of Reeds — made by 
hand 


277-279 Columbus 
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Cay) A baby whirlwind toddled through 
the southern boundary of Fox stu- 
dio, tore some roofing off stage 3 
and ripped up a part of one of the 
sets. 




















Gene FE. Perry, program manager 











FANCHON and MARCO COSTUME CO. 


Creations Original 
USED IN ALL 


for radio station KFQZ, defendant 
in suit filed with State Labor Com- 
mission by Jeane Cowan, singer, 
for $140 salary alleged unpaid. 





Suit filed with State Labor Com- 
mission against Mary Nolan by 
Hilda Austin, former personal maid, 
for $42 unpaid wages. Girl asserts 
Miss Nolan accused her of stealing 
cigarettes and when she quit be- 
cause of accusation, refused to pay 
her. 





Barbara Stanwyick confined to 
her home in Hollywood with an in- 
fected foot following a sprain. 





Thoda Cocroft brought here from 
New York by O. D. Woodward to 
handle publicity for his season at 
Hollywood Music Box. She was 
last on Coast in advance of 
“Chauve Souris.” 


OAKLAND, CAL. 


By WOOD SOANES 


Willette Allen, known to show 
business as a dancer and to local 
society as the granddaughter of 
former United States Senator Wil- 
liam E. Sharon, eloped to Reno to 
marry Robert Cooke Smith who, the 
family declares, will not be recog- 
nized. 








George Ebey is convalescing at 
Providence hospital following a 
major operation. He was not ex- 
pected to live but has gained in 
strength and is now on the road to 
recovery. He is the lessee of the 
Fulton theatre and a leading real 
estate operator. : 





H. H. Van Loan, collaborator of 
Crane Wilbur on “The _ State 
Trooper” and “Romance, Inc.,” is 
here to finish up the former play 
which will be produced at the Ful- 
ton. Later the pair will go to Holly- 
wood to do dialog and continuity. 





Meyer (Mike) Cohen, handling 
publicity at the Vitaphone, has been 
elevated to general press agent for 
T & D Junior in Northern Cali- 
fornia, 





PITTSBURGH 


By HAROLD W. COHEN 
Alvin—‘“‘Good News." 
Pitt—Sharp stock. 
Nixon—Dark. 
Davis—Vaude. 
Academy—Mutual bur. 

Pictures 

Penn—‘‘Duke Steps Out'’; stage show. 
Seagate Captive Woman’; stage 
show. $ 
Enright — ‘“‘Companionate Marriage’ ;; 
stage show. 
Aldine—“‘Broadway Melody.” 
Grand—‘“Divine Lady.” 
Regent—‘“‘Canary Murder Case.” 
liberty—‘‘Iron Mask."’ 
Olymvic—Change. 
Harris—Vaudfilm. 
Sheridan Square—Vaudfilm. 





Stanley-WB people evidentiy have 
reached an agreement with bill- 
board interests, for 24-sheets are 
back out again after an absence of 
six weeks, 





“The Jazz Regiment,” all-colored 
musical, was set for the Gayety here 
this week then deciared off. 





Alvin may close after “Hello 
Yourself” next week. Unable to get 
shows. 





Theatre Guild season here will 
start at Nixon late in August with 
probably eight weeks. 





On a recent Saturday night, in a 
local suburb, 160 people were count- 
ed in a soundless house, while a 
block away, at a wired theatre, 
there was a line. 


SYRACUSE, N. Y. 


By CHESTER B. BAHN 
Wieting—Murphy-Brown Players. 
Keith’s—Vaudfilm. 
State—Vaudfilm. 
Temp‘e—Mutual bur. and film. 
Strand—“Weary River." 
Empire—‘‘Hearts in Dixie." 
Eckel—‘“‘Divine Lady.” 
Brighton—Vaudfilm. 
Riviera—Change. 
Rivoli—Change. 
Regent—Change. 
Harvard—Change. 
Palace—Change. 

Swan—Change. 
Avon—Change, 
Syracuse—Change. 








With Little Jack Little, radio 
star, headlining, Keith’s on Sunday 
drew $4,200, breaking the house 
record. Theatre went to four shows 





Fanchon and Marco Ideas playing West Coast Theatres, Inc., and Williamson & 
Tait and Hoyt Theatres in Australia 
and by 
J. E. Eviston, St. Petersburg, Fla.; Palmer Hines, Philadelphia, Pa.; Rickard & 


Nace, Phoenix, Ariz.; Danny Lund, Johnstown, Pa.; H. R. Seeman, Lexington, 
Ky.; a City, Mo.; 
an 


Bert Smith, Ba:timore, 
seventy-five other producers of De Luxe stage productions in the United States, 
Canada and Mexico 


~ | FANCHON AND MARCO COSTUME COMPANY 


Barnett Amusement Co., 











643 So. Olive St., Los Angeles, Calif. 


in the face of perfect weather for 
outdoors. Business in the other 
main stem houses, first run and 
repeat alike, was off. 





Warners’ representatives report- 
ed in Syracuse in connection with 
a deal for a local de luxe house, 
now independently operated. 








Alice Mitchell returned to the 
stage this week in “The Royal 
Family’ at the Wieting. In the 


who had been her leading man in 
“The Garden of Allah.” 





Going sound next week with the 
introduction of RCA Photophone, 
Keith’s will shift its scale and its 
time schedule. Starting Monday 
the house will open at noon at 25 
cents until 1, when 30 cents will 
be the rate. At 5:30 50 cents be- 
comes effective. Sundays and holi- 
days 50 cents rules. 





“Broadway Melody,” sought for 
second run by local exhibitors after 
its $32,400 week at the State, will 
go to the Regent. Frank Sardino, 
operating the Syracuse, offered M- 
G-M ten grand outright for a 
week's second run. The Regent is 
a Kallet-Comerford house. 





Stanley, Utica, went vaudfilm 
Sunday, three or four acts will sup- 
plement features, 





CINCINNATI 


By JOE KOLLING 
Shubert—‘‘Boom, Boom.” 
Taft—Stuart Walker stock. 
Cox—National Players stock. 
Aibee—‘“The Ghost Talks’’; vaude. 
*nlace—''Girls Gone Wild"; vaude, 

no na ey bur. 

Capitol—‘‘Broadway Melody.” 
Lyrlic— ‘Weary River."’ 
Keith’s—‘“‘Strong Boy." 
Strand—‘‘Love and the Devil.” 





Erlanger-Grand wound up sea- 
son last week. House will be rented 
to film indies for warm weather. 
Sex picture now showing. 





“Deuces Wild,” comedy by Sam 
Janney, given first public perform- 
ance by Stuart Walker Company. 
Story concerns two girls who leave 
Hollywood “extras” gang cold and 
go to Mexico and raise warfare 
whoopee. 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Metropolitan—Dark. 
Shubert—Bainbridge stock. 
Hennepin-Orpheum—“Wild Orchids’; 
vaude (Ethel Waters). 

Pantages—‘‘Trial Marriage’; vaude. 
Polace—McCall-Bridge stock. 
Minnesota—‘“‘Close Harmony"; Publix 
stage unit, “Magic Rug.” 
State—‘‘Coquette’’; stage show, “Black 
and White Revels.” 

B.yric—“‘Fancy Baggage.” 
Stran1—‘‘Redskin"” (2d loop run). 
oe Qld Arizona” (2d 
run), 





loop 





With the closing of stock bur- 
lesque at the Lyceum, St. Paul, the 
Twin Cities are entirely without 
burlesque. Mayor banned it here 
The St. Paul company could not 
make it go. 





After a long slump the Minnesota 
has come to life. Did around $35,- 
000 week before last and $40,000 
last week. “Nut” about $22,000. 





Recurrence of rumors of a Fox 
invasion with a new 5,000-seat the- 


atre. Nothing definite to bear out 
the rumors. 


ST. LOUIS 


By ED M. CRIGLER 
Ambassador — “Sonny Bay"; stage 
show. 

State—“‘Broadway Melody’’; shorts. 
Missouri—“‘Nothing but the Truth”; 
stage show. 





Midtown—Dark. 

Grand Central—“The Divine Lady’’; 
shorts. 

St. Louis—“The Leatherneck” (first 


week with Photophone); vaude. 
Capitol—‘‘Singing Fool"; shorts. 
Grand—Vaudiilm. 
Amevican—‘“Desert Song.” 
Garrick—Mutual bur., with Tangara. 
Liberty — Bur. 





The St. Louis Symphony Orches< 
tra closed its season at the Odecn 
Saturday. 





The Municipal theatre, St. Louis 
outdoor civic venture, has selected 
“The Love Call” to open ilth an- 
nual season on June 3. 





Loew's theatre is preparing fot 
a return to stage shows. The defi- 


nite form they will take has not 
been decided. 





Maurice Davis left the Skouras 
Brothers’ publicity staff last week 
to take over the management of the 
American theatre in Evansville, 
Ind., of which he “has a piece.” 


SEATTLE 


By DAVE TREPP 
Orpheum—‘‘Leatherneck.” 





Pantages — ‘Younger Generation”; 
vaude. 

Feattle—“The Letter’; stage show. 

Fifth Avenue — “Duke Steps Out’; 
stage show. 


Coliseum—‘‘What a Night.” 

Columbia—“Red Hot Speed." 

Muric Box—‘‘Rescue.” 

Blue Mouse—"'No Defense.” 

Fox—‘‘Red Dance’: stage show. 

Winter Garden—‘‘Hero of Circus’; girl 
revue, 

With Clara Bow coming to Seat- 
tle theatre in “The Wild Party,” 
opening 20th, strong bookings com- 
pleted at all first-run houses (down- 
town for opening week of new Fox 
theatre. At Fox will be “Broad- 








company she found William Jeffry 


way Melody,” opening 19th; “Co- 





quette at Blue Mouse, “Showboat™ 
at Music Box, “Speakeasy” at Fifth 
Avenue. Opening Photophone show 
at Orpheum and Pantages also 
planning headline feature. 





Chamber of Commerce back of 
plan to bring “The Miracle” to 
civic auditorium in November. 





Universal changes here follows: 
Sol Strauss transferred from Santa 
Ana, Cal., to Madrona Gardens the- 
atre; Reinhold Wallack from River- 
side, Cal., to Woodland; Art Bishell 
from Mission to Cheerio. 


D. Richards, house manager at 
Rialto, Tacoma, has gone to San 


Francisco to join Dick Spier at 
Warfield. 








Plans under way for annual 
movie ball in Seattle, with busi- 
ness organizations trying to land 
some film stars. 





Chauncey Smith now manager of 
Winter Garden, downtown first-run 
house of Universal, succeeding L. H. 
Ryan. 





Butler hotel cabaret faces pad- 
lock or partial closing, curfew to 
ring nightly at 9 o'clock, according 
to. court decision following recent 
trial on liquor charges. John Sav- 
age, owner, is appealing to higher 
courts attacking power of federal 
courts to fix hours of operation. 
Evidence showed no liquor sold but 
some brought to the place on h'ps, 
Attaches had been instructed to re- 
fuse service or entree to anyone 
bringing liquor. 





Charles M. Thall, Fox West Coast 
manager here, announced 15-piece 
orchestra for the new Fox, to open 
April 18. Price is 35 to 60 cents. 


BRONX, N. Y. C. 


Edmund Manley, until recently 
manager of Fox's Crotona, now in 
charge of the R-K-O Chester, 
Harry Federman, at the Chester, 
has gone to the Franklin, Sol 
Schwartz transferred from Frank- 
lin to Keith's Jefferson. 








West End theatre, Harris house, 
dark again. 





Eddie Felan, in charge of public- 
ity for Starlight Amusement Park, 
will also handle the publicity for 
the New York Coliseum. 





No Bronx day parade this year, 
because of subway construction 
work on the Grand Concourse. It 
means loss of much business dur- 
ing June for the local theatre, as 
preliminaries for beauty contest for 
selection of “Miss Bronx” were held 
in the neighborhood playhouses. 











TH MAY co. 
Let Us Do 
Your Shopping 


When you are in Los Angeles 
anything you want will be 
selected by expert shoppers 
and delivered to you—a May 


Company service to busy the- 
atrical folk. 


Just Phone MISS MONROE 
TUCKER 8211 



































WANTED 


We buy and pay spot cash tor dia- 


monds, pearls, precious stones, jew- 
elry, silverware, gold, silver, plati- 
num, antiques, pawn tickets. Spe- 


cial prices paid for Provident Loans. 
GEORGE MODELL 
67 Nassau St. Cortl. 7397 
NEW YORK 











DOROTHEA ANTEL 
226 W. 72d St., New York City 
The Sunshine Shoppe 


OPERA LENGTH HOSIERY 


and the dainty things milady 
loves 




















THEATRICAL OUTFITTERS 
1580 Broadway New York City 





SCENERY 


and DRAPERIES 








SCHELL SCENIC STUDIO, Columbus, 0 
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HOTELS FOR SHOW PEOPLE 


Se 





Opposite 
N. V. A. Club 


$ Sand Up Single 
$13 and Up Deuble 


Shower Baths, Hot 
and Cold Water and 
Telephone 


-268 West 46th Street 
New York City 





All Newly 
Decorated 


8 and Up Single 
* siz and Up Deuble 


Hot and Cold Water 


Telephone in 


Each Room 


102 West 44th Street 
New York City 


Phone BRYANT 7228-29 


and 











LETTERS 


When Sending for Mail te 
, WARIETY, address Mail Clerk. 


FOSTCARDS, ADVERTISING 
OmOULAR ERS not 
BE ADVERTISED 


LETTERS ADVERTISED 
@NE ISSUE ONLY 











DOUBLE ROOM. BATH 





SINGLE ROOM 


BATH, $2.00 UP 
$17.50 AND $21.00 WEEKLY 


DOUBLE WirHOUT BATRA. $14.00 WEEKLY 
LEONARD HICKS President 


Fictels LORRAINE and GRANT--Chicego 


LORRAINE 


GRANT 


SINGLE ROOM WITHOUT BATH 
BATH 


SINGLE ROOM, 
DOUBLE ROOM WITHOUT 
DOUBLE ROOM WITH BATH 


» 
BATH. §$ ‘ 
$173.50 AND $21. 


$1.25 A. 
$2.00 PER I 
14.00 F 
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Phone: LONGACRE 6805 


COMPLETE FOR HOUSEKEEPING. 


325 West 43rd Street 


Private Bath. 3-4 Rooms. Catering 


THE BERTHA 


the profession. 
STFAM HEAT AND ELECTRIC LIGHT- - . . . $15.00 UP 


GO. P. SCHNEIDER. Prop. 
FURNISHED 
APARTMENTS 
CLEAN AND AIRY 


NEW YORK CITY 


to the comfort and convenience ef 
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"HOTEL ELK 


205 West 53rd Street 
Just East of Broadway 
Running Water—Telephone in Every 
Room—Bath Adjacent 
Model Day and Night Service 
Single, $9-$10 
With private bath, $12 
Transients $1.60 up 
Tel. CiRcle 0210 
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Just East of Broadway 


Completely remodeled—everything 
of the best—Simmons furniture 
(Beattyrest mattresses), hot and 
old water, telephones. showers. 


$12 for Single Room 
$15-$17 for Double Koom 
$16-$18-$20 for Double Roora 


(with Private Bath) 





Adair Estelle Lorraine L 
MacLean Betty 
MecGurn W 
Milton Frank 


Basil Beatrice 
Beasley: Else 
Bernet Sunny 


Clark Larry Nolan Lillian 

Clinton D Reardon Babe 
‘ Rice & Carlin 

Diamond Billie Russo A 


Drown Sylvan 
Shackelford. M 
Emerson B Sullevan James 
Harvard Grace Ulis & Clark 
Haverlin Carl t 
Hyman Johnny Wally Richard 
West Bros 


Katz Stanley J White Bob 


Kfamer 2 Wilbur & Girlie 
Williams G EB 
CHICAGO OFFICE 
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Alberto Harold Kelly Andy 
Anderson Lucille Knight Frank 


Lammers Chas 
Lancent Louise 
Lange Howard 


Rarti Bros 
Bradford V 
Bud Jeanette 
Burke Minnie 
Manns The 
Martin Harry 
May Alice 
McCarthy Frank 
McGough Rex 
Moreno & Mona 
Morgan Chas 
Mortensen Mr 


Carter ‘Bob 
Castle Chick 
Chamberlain H 
Chapman Percy 
Clute Chester 
Cornell Chas 
Curry. Lyman 


Dennison Geo Neef V 

” Newman W L 
Earle Vivian 
Egbert Robert 
Evans LB 
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Raines & Avery 
Rector John 
Rogers & King 


Frohman Bert 


Gifford Wm Rosen Lillian 
Gilbert Bert Rosita Mile 
Goetz Geo Ruth Sis 
Griffiths F 


Steinbeck B 
Hall Rae Jr 
Hammond Al 
Herman Lewis 
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Thomas L 
Tiffany Owen 


Vincent Larry 
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White Pierre 
Jones Davey Wilson Muriel 
Jones Billy Wilkie Paul 

Wright Geo M 
Kay Edna Mae Wynn Ray 


TOLEDO 


By E. H. GOODING 





Palace—Wright stock. 

mount—‘‘Wild Party,’’ stage unit. 
Vita-Temple—‘‘Sonny Boy” (2d week). 
Valentine—‘“‘Broadway Melody’ (2d 

Week). 
Pantheon—‘“His Captive Woman.” 
State—‘“‘Ghost Talks.”’ 
rincess—‘‘Lone Wolf's Daughter.” 

Rivoli—Pan vaudfilm. 
Keith’s—Vaudfilm. 

pire—Mutual bur. 
World (wired)—Change. 
Ohio (wired)—Change. 





Two hold-overs this week, “Sonny 
Boy” at the Vita-Temple, “Broad- 
Way Melody” at the Valentine, first 
time two theatres have had hold- 
Overs since opening of new Para- 
Mount. 


Optimistic reports on the im- 
provement of the movies made at 
the convention of the Ohio D. A. R. 
here last week by Mrs. Charles F. 
Johnson, chairman of the state D. 
A. R. better films committee. Cited 
replacement of pie heaving by dig- 
nified drama and selection of stars 
from college grads. “Selection, not 
censorship,” is the committee’s slo- 
fan, she said. 


William H. Wright, operator of 
numerous stock companies in Mich- 
Zan and Ohio, named among bene- 
Nciaries of J. Hartley Manners, 
noted playwright, whose will was 
Probated last week. 





Ada, O.. town of 3,000. claims to 
Smallest hamlet in United States 


abe nave theatre equipped for talk- | 


et deb ide 





Summer C i 


This. 1s. the ideal hotel f 
brofession—in. the heart of the 





THE DUPLEX 


HOUSEMEEPING FURNISHED 
APARTMENTS 


330 West 43rd Street, New York 


Longacre 7132 
Three and four rooms with bath, 
complete kitchen. Modern in every 
particular. Will accommodate four 
or more adults. 


$12.00 UP WEEKLY 





theatrical section 
Phones Bryant 0573-4-5 


Heyy nee 

















TORONTO 


The British Columbia Legislature 
has turned down a proposal to form 
a committee to censor all moving 
picture advertising and posters. 








The Capitol, London .(vaud-pic), 
has switched from Monday to Sat- 
urday opening. 

Col. John A, Cooper was re-elect- 
ed president of the Motion Picture 
Distributors and Exhibitors’ Asso- 
ciation of Canada at the annual 
meeting here. Directors elected in- 
clude: Henry Nathansong Regal; 
James Travis, Educational; P. C. 
Taylor, RKO; Morris Milligan, Par; 
R. S.- Bell, First National: Claire 
Hague, Universal; J. P. O’Loghlin, 
Fox; B. F. Lyon, Vitagraph; H. M. 
Masters, United Artists;. Clarence 
Robson, FP and Jack Arthur, FP. 

Plans are in the making for the 
wiring of Shubert’s Royal Alexan- 
dra, town’s ace legit house. Under- 
stood here all Shubert houses will 
be wired. 





“Honeymoon Abroad” (British In- 
ternational), first of a _ series of 
World Wide Pictures to be released 
here, drew good notices from the 
dailies and boosted the Hippodrome 
gross to $14,000, against strong op- 
position. 


MONTREAL 


By C. W. LANE 

His Majestiy’s—‘‘Beggars Opera” 
“Polly.”’ 

Princess—Isadore Duncan Dancers. 
Capifol—"‘Desert Nights.” 
Palace—"‘Broadway Melody.” 
Loew’'s—‘Clear the Decks.” 
Imperial— ‘Love Over Night.” 
Strand—Changes. 
Empress—Changes. 
Orpheum—Stock. 
Gayety— Burlesque. 


and 


Conventions alone will bring 100,- 
000 people into Montreal this sum- 
mer and fall, according to esti- 
mates here last week. 


Children are slipping back into 
neighborhood houses and no action 
is being taken or threatened so far. 





Latest reports of wiring confirm 
that Loew’s, Princess and Imperial 
will become sound theatres this 
year and at least four neighbor- 
hoods will also be wired. Latter 
include Empress and Rialto. 
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VARIETY BUREAU 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 


416 The Argonne 
1629 Columbia Road, MN. W. 
Telephone Columbia 4630 











By HARDIE MEAKIN 


Belasco (Shubert)—‘Congai"”; next, 
Jane Cowl; April 28, “Chauve Souris.” 

National ‘(Erlanger-Rapley) — Steve 
Cochran's stock. 


Poli’s (Shubert)—French Musical Com- 

edy Co. y 
Pictures 

Columbia ‘Broadway Melody” (hold 
over). 

Earle—‘‘Sonny Boy.” 

Fox—"Kid Gloves.” 

Met—‘‘Divine Lady” (hold over). 

Palace—"*The Dummy.” 

Steve Cochran is giving the 





| dailies stmething new im the way 


AN lik ddd hl) Ze 











RUANO APARTMENTS 
800 Eighth Ave. (49th St.) 


CHICKERING 3550 
2-3 Rooms, Bath and Kitchenette. 
Accommodate 3-5 Persons. Complete 
Hote) Service. Attractively Burnished. 


Under New Management 
REDUCED RENTALS 








of art for the Sunday layouts. He 
takes his legit stock members out 
to unusual places and poses them 
in “atmosphere” and then gets his 
photograph. Is getting three and 
four columns on them in, in con- 
trast to usually allotted two col- 
umns. 


Opening of new week on Saturday 
had the heat sizzling around 96 de- 
grees; business not so good. 


Cc. F. Winchester, manager of the 
Fox, and a local girl, non-profes- 
sional, were married by Bishop 
James E. Freeman in the Wash- 
ington Cathedral on Thursday last. 


Meyer Davis, back in town after 
a seven-week European sojourn, 
saw things started for readying his 
Chevy Chase Lake, with its two 
dance pavilions, for the summer. 


“Care of Baby Chicks,” in two 
reels, is latest by the picture 
makers of the Department of Agri- 
culture. Films loaned without cost 
to responsible theatres. 





Nelson B. Bell, motion picture 
editor of the “Post,” is back on the 
job, recovered from a near break- 
down. 





ROCHESTER 


By DON RECORD 
Lyceum—"Gay Paree.” 
jfcemple—Dark. 
Rochester—‘‘Revenge”’ ; 
Palace— Vaudfilm. 
Eastman—‘“Desert Nights’’; stage unit. 
Piceadilly—‘‘Broadway Melody.” 
Regent—‘“Carnation Kid.” 
Fay’s—‘‘Hearts in Dixie.” 
Strand—Change. 

Family—Change. 
Gayety—Dark. 
Victoria—Mutual bur. 


vaude. 


Cukor-Kondolf Stock Company to 
reopen at Temple April 15. 


“Broadway Melody” first picture 
to hold over at Piccadilly since 
Publix took it over. 


Downtown managers are friend- 
lier than sometime in the past. 
Meet in executive session for first 
time since bustup of association 
year or more ago. 





Ray Bell out as m. c. at Eastman 
April 13, according to S. 8S. Solo- 
mon, house manager. 


Vaude acts at Rochester increased 
from 5 to 7 and Eddie Hill in- 
stalled as m. e. 


PORTLAND, ORE. 


By JAMES T. WYATT 


Portland—“Wolf Song.” 
Broadway—‘‘Speakeasy.”’ 

United Artiste—“Broadway Melody.” 
Music Box—‘‘Sonny Boy.” 

Blue Mouse—“Captain Lash.” 
Oriental—"’The Leathernecks.” 
Pantages—“Clear the Decks.” 
Hippodrome—* ‘Walking Back.”’ 
Dufwin—Henry Duffy Players 


“Crown and Chain,” German stage 





drama, was given by German -speak- 
‘ing company ‘at ‘the Turn ‘Verein 





LANDSEER APTS. 


245 West 6lst Street 
Columbus 8950 


IRVINGTON HALL 


355 West ‘ist Street 
Columbus 1360 


HILDONA 








1-2-3-4-room apartments. 
kitchen, kite 


under the supervision of the owner. 
theatrical district. 


Principal Office: 


Apartments can be seen evenings. 
Will Lease by the Week Month or Year — Furnished or Unfurnished, 


600 HOUSEKEEPING APARTMENTS 
BENDOR COURT 


343 West 655th Street 
Columbus 6066 


HENRI COURT 


312 West 48th Street 
3830 Longacre 





COURT 


341-347 West 45th Street. 3560 Longacre 
Each apartment with private bath, phone, 


henette. 


$18.00 UP WEEKLY—$70.00 UP MONTHLY 


The largest maintainer of housekeeping furnished apartments directly 
Located in the center of the 
All fireproof buildings, 


Address all communications to 


CHARLES TENENBAUM 


Landseer Apts., 245 West 5ist Street, New York 
Office in each building. 
































RATES REDUCED 


$15.00 UP 


For Two Persons 








| _ LOU HOLTZ’S 


YANDIS COURT 


241 WEST 430 STREET, NEW YORK CITY 
PHONE LACKAWANNA 17740 

One and Three Rooms, Bath, Kitchen 

Completely Furnished 

In the Heart of Times Square 

WRITE, PHONE OR WIRE FOR RESERVATION 




















=~ — = 











Double room, use of 50 
BACH. .mccccssccvause 2 





double 
bath. 


room with 


CATERING TO THE BEST IN THE PROFESSION 


00 47th to 48th Streets, East of Broadway, New York uy 
7 Single room, use of bath./;/Single room with bath— € 
|/s<y'00 





a Day SPECIAL WEEKLY RATES TO THE PROFESSION a Day 
and Up F. W. BIZEL, Resident Manager and Up 
—— 














here, April 7. Siegfried Schmidt 
directed. 





Portland has dropped morning 
prices to 25 cents before one p. m.,/ a 
with 35 cents afternoons and 60 
cents nights. Greater Show season 
launched this week to boost returns. | 5 


J 





United Artists opened special song 
shop to sell copies of “Broadway 
Melody” numbers to build film.|J 
Remicks run the shop on tie-up 
with the theatre in vacant store 
front in the same block. Song sale 
started week in advance of picture. 


Portland has signed to run Miss 
Oregon contest for the Galveston 
International Beauty contest in 
June. Oregon state beauty finals 
will be held at the house week of 
April 27, up-state theatres sending 
their local winners to Portland. 5 


BILLS NEXT WEEK |! 


(Continued from page 43) I 





Edgar Bergen 
(Three to fill) 

2a half (18-21) 
Warner & Margie 
Rice & Werner 
Broadway Flashes 
(Two to fill) 
PATERSON, N. J. 

Regent 
ist half (15-17) 


2a naif (18-21) 
Lunn & White 
Morton & Russell 
Al K Hall Co 
(Two to fill) 

UNION CITY 

Lincoln 

ist half (15-17) 
Lunn & White 
A Kellerman 























WATERBURY | Jimmy Carr & Or 
Palace '(Two to fill) 
| Cabarets 
a 
NEW YORK 


Club Barney 





Casanova Club | 


Billy Mann | Walter O'Keefe 
Yacht Club Boys | Hale Byers Orc} 
Ohman & Arden ' . - 

Alice Boulden Club Lido 





i Fannie Brice 
Chic Endor 


Ramon.& Resita 
Jerry Friedman Or 


Bobby Brooks Or 








Club Mogador 


Eleanor Ninon 
Leon Mantin 


Clab Monterey 
1 Davis Rev 


Louise Ayres 
Muriel 
Layton & Carroll 


Warner 


im Buckley 
une Clark Orch 


Club Montmartre 


Ernie Coleman Or 


ohnson & Murphy 
Clab Plaza 


Don Howard 
Dick Gasparre Or 


Club Richman 


Geo Olsen & Orch 
Adia Kouznetzoff 


Connie’s Inn 


Leonard Harper Rv 
Snake-hips 
Le Roy Smith Bd 


Tucker 
Cotton Club 


Dan Healy Rev 
Berry RFros 


Blazers 


H & Mil Dixon 
Josephine Hall 
Litha Hil 

Duke Ellington Or 


Dome 
zeonard Sillman 
mogene Coca 


Garnet O'Brien 
Mitzi 
Dounar Gypsies 


Rich 


New Frivolity 


Art Swanstrom Rv 
Evelyn Sathier 
Mary Bay 

Jeanne St John 
Nina Lopez 
Teddy King Orch 


Oakland's Terrace 


Will. Oakland 
Buddy Kennedy 


Landau’s Bd 
Rendezvous 


D’s Dancing Dames 
Cl’yt’n J’cks'n & D 


Patrice Gridier 


The Alvarados 


Ruth Adams 

J Durante’s Orch 
Betty Baker 
Mickey Seiden 
Cleo Cullen 
Margit Dybfest 
Betty Dybfest 
Mary Philips 
Topsy Humphries 
Dorothy Gordon 
Gretchen Grant 
Estelle Fratus 
Olga Royce 

Dot Knowlton 
Joly Beaton 


'e 

Paul Whiteman Ba 
Seymour Felix Rev 
Helen Morgan 
Lillian Roth 
Charlotte Ayres 
Rudolph Malinoff 
Wm Rasche 

Harry Karels 


CHICAGO 


Alabam 


Bernie Adler 
Dorothy Donne) 
Kalaulula 3 


E Dougherty Orch 


Carlton 
Meyer Davis Orch 
Chantecler 


Paul Fidelman 


Meyer Davis Orch 
Lotus 
Irv Boernstein Or 


Petrushka 
Ely Khmard 
Inna Mirarva 
Marie Kitaeva 





Ben Bernie Orch (Three to fill) Ralph Bart mae k 
Welcome Lewis 2d half (18-21) Patsy O’Connor Kinesk je 
Cuby & Smith Geraldine & Joe Ollie Bugbee ae y 
(Two to fill) (Others to fill) Eddie Jackson Geo iictelticion Ba 
r Blackhawk Raphael 
" Coon-Sanders Bd Hesple Solies pe 
Fox-Poli Cinderelia Art Kassel Bd © 
Henri Gendron Bd Chasieste ame 
~~ College Inn Tur Village 
Ray Miller Bd George De Costa 
BRIDGEPORT 2a half (11-14) Golden Pumpkin Al Gaut 
Palace (8) Irving's Freshies M Sherman Bd Margie Ryan 
Dave Apollon Rev M Montgomery Co G da Freddie Janis Ba 
HARTFORD Eddie Miller Gu hoe do Ba Uptown Village 
Capitol (8) (Two to fill) 7 *omserco J Garrigan’s Bd 
Dancing Husbands WORCESTER Green Mill Vanity Fair Z| 
(Three to fill) m St. Joe Lewis Rick & Snyder ¥* 
NEW HAVEN 2a half (11-14) Virginia Cooper Harry Glynn 
Palace (8) Pat Daly Co Lillian Barnes Madelon McKenzie 
T Shayne’s Show Morris & Shaw Madelon McKenzie | Dot Meyers 
SPRINGFIELD Gerber’s Gaieties Sol Wagner Bd Keith Beecher Bd 
Palace (8) (Two to fill) oe 
Stop Look Listen Palace (8) ‘ 
Irving Edwards 'Keller Sis & Lynch WASHINGTON 
15 Syncopaters | Dooley & Sales Aster Swanee 


Rose Doucette 
Max Lowe Ent 
Venus 
Harry Brasse 
McWilliams Orch 
Wardman Park 
Max Lowe Ent 





Happy Felton Orch 





Cast of “Paris Bound,’ 
| eludes Fred Marsh, Ann Harding, vw 


Irving. 


Pathe, in- 


| Herbert Clark, Hallam Cooley, Tika 
| Chase, Charlotte Walker. and George 


e 


» 
es 








a 


ste 

















“ROB REEL,” the charming critic of the Chicago “Evening American,” 
said: “Anyone who can put it over like he can is certainly there, 
Balaban & Katz surely threw a ‘Seven’ when they gambled on 
JACK OSTERMAN”— 


-—-AND CAROL FRINK, the lovely critic of the “Herald- 
Examiner,” was kind enough to say: “Anybody who 
can sing ‘Sonny Boy’ and make the audience cry for 
more needs no further recommendation” — 


—THEN “VARIETY” SHOUTED: “THE 
KID’S OVER” meaning JACK OSTER- 
MAN. “Not since PAUL ASH left has the 
Oriental known so much life as with Os- 
terman. He went from comedy to ballads 
and brought the curtain down to an up- 
roar with ‘Glad Rag Doll’ with just him- 
self and Doris Roche on the stage. This 
last bit was a pip winding up a great 
show.” 


“*_. This is to let you know we exercise our 
option on your services. Everyone in the 
Balaban and Katz organization is very 
much pleased with you and tell me it is a 
joy to work wth you.” 


My Best Wishes to 


My Bosses .......BALABAN & KATZ 

My General Manager . .LOUIS LIPSTONE 

My Producers .....LOU McDERMOTT and WILL HARRIS 
My Publicity Man . . . .WILLIAM HOLLENDER 

My “Oriental” Manager ROY BRUDDER 

My Maestro ...... .VICTOR YOUNG 

My Directors ... . . . WILLIAM MORRIS OFFICE 

My Pals .........“THE MERRY MAD GANG” 

My Secretary ..... .1 “JAKE” JACOBSON 

My Sweethearts . . . . .THE CHICAGO PUBLIC 


and 


My Evil Influence—Collaborator and Philosopher 
GEORGE ROSENER 


(WATCH FOR OUR NEW REVUE) 
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